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FOREWORD 

It  is  fitting  that  a  two-volume  edition  of  The  Papers  of  John 
Willis  Ellis  is  being  published  prior  to  the  end  of  the  observance 
of  the  Civil  War  Centennial.  Because  of  the  popularity  and 
familiarity  of  Governor  Zebulon  B.  Vance,  many  North  Caro- 
linians fail  to  appreciate  the  contribution  made  by  Governor 
Ellis.  There  are  those  who  are  unaware  of  the  fact  that  John 
Willis  Ellis  was  serving  as  Governor  of  North  Carolina  at  the 
time  of  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War.  He  died  in  office  in  July, 
1861 ;  his  unexpired  term  was  completed  by  Governor  Henry  T. 
Clark. 

The  Ellis  papers  give  much  insight  into  both  the  political  and 
social  life  in  North  Carolina  in  the  years  just  preceding  the  Civil 
War.  Events  occurring  during  the  early  months  of  war  are 
made  graphic  through  first-hand  accounts,  speeches,  letters,  and 
telegrams  of  the  time. 

The  State  Department  of  Archives  and  History  wishes  to 
express  its  appreciation  to  Mr.  Noble  J.  Tolbert  for  his  work  in 
editing  the  two  volumes.  Mr.  Tolbert  was  on  the  staff  of  the  De- 
partment for  a  short  time  before  accepting  a  position  with 
Addison-Wesley  Publishing  Company  of  Palo  Alto,  California. 
The  job  of  proofreading,  preparing  the  front  matter,  and  at- 
tending to  other  technical  details  was  assumed  by  Miss  Barbara 
J.  Radford,  Editorial  Assistant  with  the  Department. 

Memory  F.  Mitchell,  Editor 
December  1,  1964 


PREFACE 

The  editing  of  the  papers  of  John  Willis  Ellis  was  sponsored 
by  his  grandson,  John  Ellis  Knowles  of  Rye,  New  York.  Mr. 
Knowles'  deep  interest  in  his  distinguished  grandfather,  com- 
bined with  his  historical  interest  in  North  Carolina,  inspired 
him  to  support  this  project  financially. 

The  letters  are  printed  as  written  with  the  spelling,  capital- 
ization, and  punctuation  unchanged  from  the  original  manu- 
script unless  necessary  to  clarify  the  meaning.  The  opening  and 
closing  salutations  are  omitted  except  when  they  denote  a  re- 
lationship. A  key  for  determining  the  present  location  of  the 
original  manuscripts  included  in  these  volumes  is  provided. 

So  far  as  possible,  all  available  letters  to  and  from  John  W. 
Ellis  are  printed.  There  are,  however,  several  exceptions:  Not 
included  are  the  numerous  requests  for  pardons  while  Ellis  was 
Governor.  These  letters  can  be  found  in  the  Governor's  Papers, 
State  Department  of  Archives  and  History,  Raleigh.  Some  of 
his  business  correspondence  has  also  been  omitted.  These  docu- 
ments are  in  the  John  W.  Ellis  Collection,  Southern  Historical 
Collection,  University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill.  Only 
a  sampling  from  the  numerous  group  of  letters  requesting  com- 
missions in  the  State  Militia  has  been  included  in  these  volumes. 
These  letters  can  be  found  in  the  two  depositories  listed  above. 

The  biographical  sketch  is  not  a  definitive  biography  of  John 
W.  Ellis.  A  full  length  study  of  this  man  and  his  times  would 
be  a  welcome  addition  to  the  history  of  North  Carolina. 

It  would  be  an  impossible  task  to  mention  everyone  to  whom 
I  am  indebted  for  assistance  in  preparing  these  papers  for 
publication.  But  I  cannot  omit  naming  those  to  whom  I  owe 
more  than  I  can  ever  repay :  Mr.  0.  V.  Cook,  who  interested  me 
in  this  project;  Mr.  William  S.  Powell,  a  gentleman,  scholar, 
and  friend,  who  continually  encouraged  me;  Mr.  W.  Robert 
Pollard,  for  his  unselfish  contributions  in  the  preparation  of 
the  manuscript ;  Miss  Thelma  Thompson,  for  reading  proof  with 
me;  Mrs.  John  R.  Gilbert,  for  many  numerous  favors;  Mrs. 
Virginia  T.  Lawler,  Mrs.  Roberta  Skinner  Gray,  Mrs.  Lee  Ann 
Avery,  Miss  Judith  B.  Williams,  and  Mr.  John  Kimball,  my 
typists,  who  devoted  hours  to  the  preparation  of  copy.  Miss 
Barbara  Allen,  as  editorial  assistant,  rendered  invaluable  aid  in 
deciphering  unreadable  handwriting,  proofreading,  and  con- 
stantly encouraging  me. 


The  staff  of  the  North  Carolina  State  Department  of  Archives 
and  History,  where  the  major  portion  of  the  Ellis  papers  are 
deposited,  was  most  co-operative.  Dr.  Christopher  Crittenden, 
Director ;  Mr.  H.  G.  Jones,  State  Archivist,  and  his  outstanding, 
helpful,  and  sympathetic  staff  aided  in  many  ways.  Mr.  D.  L. 
Corbitt,  formerly  Head  of  the  Division  of  Publications,  was 
especially  helpful  in  the  early  stages  of  preparation  of  these 
volumes.  My  sincere  thanks  go  to  Mrs.  Memory  F.  Mitchell, 
present  Head  of  the  Division  of  Publications,  and  Miss  Barbara 
Radford,  of  the  staff  of  the  Division  of  Publications,  for  check- 
ing copy  and  handling  many  of  the  final  details.  No  author  or 
editor  can  succeed  unless  he  has  a  person  comparable  to  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  W.  Wilborn,  formerly  of  the  staff  of  the  Division  of 
Publications  and  now  with  the  Division  of  Historic  Sites,  to 
give  unselfishly  of  her  advice,  talent,  and  genuine  friendship. 

A  great  deal  of  gratitude  of  a  particular  sort  is  due  to  Dr. 
James  W.  Patton  and  his  staff  at  the  Southern  Historical  Collec- 
tion, University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill,  especially  to 
Mrs.  Carolyn  Wallace  and  Miss  Anna  B.  Allan ;  and  to  the  staff 
of  the  Humanities  Division,  University  of  North  Carolina 
Library,  with  special  thanks  to  Miss  Louise  McG.  Hall,  Head,  and 
Mrs.  Pattie  B.  Mclntyre. 

Finally,  to  paraphrase  The  Book  of  Common  Prayer ,  I  am 
sure  that  I  have  left  undone  those  things  which  I  ought  to  have 
done;  and  I  have  done  those  things  which  I  ought  not  to  have 
done,  and  for  this  I  beg  indulgence. 


Noble  J.  Tolbert 


Chapel  Hill 
November  1, 1964 
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Volume  I 


Place 


Date 


Written  to 


Mocksville 

Sept.  22,  1841 

David  L.  Swain 

Greenville 

March  7,  1851 

Sophia  Pearson 

Salisbury 

Jan.  20,  [18]53 

Lucy  Williams 

Winton 

Sept.   [30],  1853 

Lucy  E.  Williams 

Salisbury 

Dec.  10,  1853 

William  W.  Holden 

Salisbury 

Dec.  13,  1853 

Lucy  E.  Williams  and 
Rebecca  Brehon 

[Jan.,  1854] 

Lucy  E.  Williams 

Salisbury 

Feb.  17,  1854 

Lucy  E.  Williams 

Goldsboro 

April  2,  1854 

Lucy  E.  Williams 

[June  9,  (18)54] 

Lucy  E.  Williams 

June  25,   [18]  54 

Lucy  E.  Williams 

Salisbury 

July  15,  1855 

Thomas  Bragg 

Morganton 

Nov.  18,  [18]  56 

David  L.  Swain 

Salisbury 

Sept.  11,  1857 

David  L.  Swain 

New  Bern 

Nov.  20,  1857 

William  F.  Dancy 

Halifax 

April  20,  1858 

James  F.  Simmons,  William  H. 
Thomas,  and  Augustus  M.  Lewis 

Jackson 

April  29,  1858 

Thomas  Bragg 

Raleigh 

Jan.  1,  1859 

David  S.  Reid 

Raleigh 

Feb.  15,  [18]59 

Henry  K.  Craig 

Raleigh 

Feb.  15,  1859 

David  S.  Reid 

Raleigh 

Feb.  18,  [18]  59 

James  E.  Morris 

Raleigh 

Feb.  24,  1859 

David  L.  Swain 

Raleigh 

March  1,  1859 

Daniel  H.  Christie 

Raleigh 

March  2,  1859 

David  L.  Swain 

Raleigh 

March  6,  1859 

Mary  D.  Ellis 

Raleigh 

March  12,  1859 

Bartholomew  F.  Moore 

Raleigh 

March  14,  [18]  59 

Henry  K  Craig 

Raleigh 

April  2,  [18]  59 

Henry  A.  Wise 

Raleigh 

April  28,  [18]  59 

Dr.  William  B.  Meares 

Raleigh 

April  30,  [18]  59 

Ellwood  Morris 

Raleigh 

May  15,  1859 

L.  S.  Williams 

Raleigh 

May  24,  1859 

David  L.  Swain 

Raleigh 

May  25,  1859 

Edwin  D.  Hall 

Raleigh 

May  25,  1859 

David  L.  Swain 

Raleigh 

May  26,  1859 

David  L.  Swain 

Raleigh 

May  26,  1859 

E.  Myers 

Raleigh 

June  13,  1859 

Henry  A.  Wise 

Raleigh 

June  22,  1859 

John  B.  Floyd 

Raleigh 

June  26,  1859 

W.  M.  D'Antignac 

Raleigh 

July  9,  1859 

Francis  L.  Hawks 

Raleigh 

Aug.  23,  1859 

John  J.  Guthrie 

Raleigh 

Sept.  15,  1859 

David  L.  Swain 

Xlll 


Place 

Date 

Written  to 

Raleigh 

Nov.  6,  1859 

Thomas  Ruffin 

Raleigh 

Dec.  8,  1859 

James  Buchanan 

Raleigh 

Dec.  8,  1859 

Matthias  E.  Manly- 

Raleigh 

Dec.  10,  1859 

John  B.  Floyd 

Raleigh 

Dec.  23,  1859 

John  B.  Floyd 

Raleigh 

Dec.  23,  1859 

H.  W.  Abernethy 

Volume  II 

Place 

Date 

Written  to 

Raleigh 

Jan.  4,  1860 

John  M.  Dick 

Raleigh 

Jan.  4,  1860 

John  T.  Harriss 

Raleigh 

Jan.  10,  1860 

Hugh  Waddell,  Joseph  J. 
Jackson,  and  Nathan  A.  Ramsay 

Raleigh 

Jan.  14,  1860 

Henry  K.  Craig 

Raleigh 

Jan.  18,  1860 

David  L.  Swain 

Raleigh 

Jan.  21,  1860 

John  B.  Floyd 

Raleigh 

Jan.  28,  1860 

Francis  L.  Hawks  and 
David  L.  Swain 

Raleigh 

March  2,  1860 

John  Letcher 

Raleigh 

March  12,  [18]  60 

Lawrence  O'B.  Branch 

Raleigh 

March  27,  [18]  60 

Henry  T.  Clark 

Raleigh 

March  30,  1860 

Blondeel  van  Cuelebroeck 

Raleigh 

April  17,  1860 

William  H.  Thomas 

Raleigh 

April  21,  1860 

David  S.  Reid 

Raleigh 

April  23   [1860] 

Daniel  G.  Fowle 

Kins  ton 

May  5,  1860 

Frank  I.  Wilson 

Raleigh 

June  1,  1860 

Lawrence  O'B.  Branch 

[Raleigh] 

[June  11,  1860] 

Editor  of  the  Salisbury  Banner 

Raleigh 

June  11,  1860 

Edmund  Ruffin 

Raleigh 

Aug.  8,  1860 

Edmund  Ruffin 

Raleigh 

Aug.  10,  1860 

City  Council  of  Baltimore 

Raleigh 

Aug.  25,  1860 

Edmund  Ruffin 

Raleigh 

Sept.  18,  1860 

Edwin  D.  Morgan 

Raleigh 

Sept.  25,  1860 

Edmund  Ruffin 

Raleigh 

Oct.  8,  1860 

Edmund  Ruffin 

Raleigh 

Oct.  19,  1860 

William  H.  Gist 

Raleigh 

Nov.  17,  1860 

Edward  H.  Britton 

Raleigh 

Nov.  19,  1860 

John  B.  Floyd 

Raleigh 

Dec.  17,  1860 

Robert  N.  Gourdin 

Raleigh 

Dec.  25,  1860 

Robert  N.  Gourdin 

Raleigh 

Jan.  3,  1861 

Robert  N.  Gourdin 

Raleigh 

Jan.  10,  1861 

Warren  Winslow 

Raleigh 

Jan.  10,  1861 

John  Cowan 

Raleigh 

Jan.  11,  1861 

John  L.  Cantwell 

Raleigh 

Jan.  12,  [18]  61 

James   Buchanan 

Raleigh 

Jan.  14,  1861 

Joseph  E.  Brown 

Raleigh 

Jan.  19,  1861 

Charles  C.  Lee 

[Raleigh] 

Jan.  21,  1861 

Joseph  E.  Brown 

XIV 


Place 

Date 

Written  to 

Raleigh 

Jan.  25,  1861 

Robert  H.  Smith 

Raleigh 

Jan.  30,  1861 

Isham  W.  Garrott 

[Raleigh] 

Feb.  1,  1861 

L.  M.  Gilliam 

Wilmington 

March  7,  1861 

Andrew  B.  Moore 

Raleigh 

April  15,  1861 

John  L.  Cantwell 

[Raleigh] 

April  15,  1861 

Jefferson  Davis 

Raleigh 

April  15,  1861 

Marshall  D.  Craton 

Raleigh 

April  16,  [18]  61 

John  Letcher 

Raleigh 

April  17,  1861 

John  H.  Cook 

Raleigh 

April  17,  1861 

Marshall  D.  Craton 

Raleigh 

April  20,  1861 

Charles  C.  Tew 

[Raleigh] 

[April  21,  1861] 

John  F.  Hoke 

Raleigh 

April  21,  1861 

William  H.  C.  Whiting 

Raleigh 

April  22,  1861 

Green  W.  Caldwell 

Raleigh 

April  23,  1861 

W.  W.  McDowell 

[Raleigh] 

April  23,  1861 

John  Y.  Bryce 

[Raleigh] 

April  23,  1861 

Willie  L.  Miller 

Raleigh 

April  23,  1861 

D.  B.  Bell 

Raleigh 

April  23,  1861 

Augustus  W.  Burton 

Raleigh 

April  23,  1861 

R.  J.  Ashe 

Raleigh 

April  23,  1861 

A.  B.   Simonton 

Raleigh 

April  23,  1861 

John  T.  Hambrick 

[Raleigh] 

[April  23,  1861] 

Rufus  S.  Tucker 

[April  24,  1861] 
April  25,  1861 

John   F    Hoke 

Raleigh 

Jefferson  Davis 

Raleigh 

April  25,  1861 

William  B.  Rodman 

Raleigh 

April  25,  1861 

Joseph  P.  Jones 

[Raleigh] 

April  25,  1861 

Colonels  Commanding  in  the 
Counties    of    Franklin    and 
Halifax 

[April  26,  1861] 
April  26,  [18]  61 

Theophilus  H.  Holmes 
John  F.  Hoke 

[Raleigh] 

Raleigh 

April  27,  1861 

Jefferson  Davis 

[April  29,  1861] 
May  3,  1861 
[May  4,  1861] 
[May  8,  1861] 
May  11,  1861 

Tohn    F     TTnkp 

John    F    TToVp 

o  wxixi    x  •    xiuivt; 

John  F.  Hoke 
John  F.  Hoke 
John  F.  Hoke 

[Raleigh] 

May  17,  1861 
May  17,  1861 

John  F.  Hoke 
John  F.  Hoke 

[Raleigh] 

Raleigh 

May  20,  1861 

John  F.  Hoke 

May  20,  1861 
May  24,  1861 

John  F.  Hoke 
Robert  E.  Lee 

Raleigh 

May  27,  1861 
June  3,  1861 

John  F.  Hoke 
Jefferson  Davis 

Raleigh 

[June  3,  1861] 
June  6,  1861 

John  F.  Hoke 
Jefferson  Davis* 

Raleigh 

*  This  letter  was  written  jointly  by  Ellis,  Warren  Winslow,  and  Weldon 
N.  Edwards. 


XV 


Place 
[Raleigh] 

Date 

[June  11,  1861] 
[June  12,  1861] 
June  12,  1861 
June  13,  1861 
June  20,  1861 
June  21,  1861 

Written  to 

John  F.  Hoke 
John   F    Hokp 

Raleigh 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 

O  K/LLIL      X    •      XlvJVC 

Solomon  Williams 

Madison  S.  Perry 

Christopher  G.  Memminger 

James  A.  J.  Bradford 

Letters  Written  to  John  W.  Ellis  Printed  in  These  Volumes 

Volume  I 


Place 

Greensboro  [Alabama] 

Washington  [D.  C] 

Baltimore  [Maryland] 

[Raleigh] 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Pennsylvania  College 

Marion,  Alabama 

Mt.  Mourn 

Dayton,  Alabama 

Washington  [D.  C] 

Salisbury 

St.  Louis,  Missouri 

Racine  [Wisconsin] 

Raleigh 

Lincolnton 

Jackson 

Lincolnton 

St.  Louis,  Missouri 

Lincolnton 

Greensboro  [Alabama] 

St.  Louis,  Missouri 

Greensboro  [Alabama] 

Capps  Hill 

Wake  Forest  College 

Raleigh 

Charlotte 

St.  Louis,  Missouri 
[Washington,  D.  C] 
St.  Louis,  Missouri 
Davidson  College 
Hampden  Sydney 

College 
[Washington,  D.  C] 
Argyle  [Flat  Rock] 


Date 

June  14,  1846 
July  30,  1846 
Jan.  7,  1847 
Feb.  3,  1847 
Feb.  22,  1847 
March  22,  [18]47 
April  7,  1847 
June  7,  1847 
July  1,  1847 
July  8,  [18]47 
July  24,  1847 
July  25,  1847 
Sept.  27,  1847 
Oct.  13,  1847 
Oct.  24,  1847 
Nov.  13,  1847 
Nov.  26,  1847 
Nov.  29,  1847 
Dec.  19,  1847 
Dec.  21,  1847 
Jan.  11,  1848 
Jan.  20,  1848 
Jan.  30,  1848 
Jan.  31,  1848 
Feb.  13,  1848 
Feb.  14,  [18]  48 

Feb.  16,  1848 
March  2,  1848 
March  11,  1848 
April  17,  1848 
April  22,  [18]  48 

May  19,  1848 
Oct.  5,  1849 


Written  by 

Sophia  E.  Pearson 

David  S.  Reid 

Ricards  &  Hoffman 

Asa  Biggs 

Thomas  L.  Jones 

John  A.  Bradshaw 

Isham  W.  Garrott 

F.  William  Walls 

James  L.  Cowan 

John  H.  Wheeler 

Archibald  Henderson 

James  L.  Cowan 

Philo  White 

Thomas  M.  Oliver 

Franklin  A.  Hoke 

Thomas  Bragg 

Franklin  A.  Hoke 

Francis  Richard  Roueche 

Franklin  A.  Hoke 

Sophia  E.  Pearson 

Francis  Richard  Roueche 

Sophia  E.  Pearson 

James  Richards 

William  A.  Allen 

Thomas  M.  Oliver 

J.  A.  Young,  C.  J.  Fox, 

and  M.  B.  Taylor 

Francis  Richard  Roueche 

Daniel  M.  Barringer 

Francis  Richard  Roueche 

James  M.  Hutchinson 

Richard  A.  Stokes 

Daniel  M.  Barringer 
Mitchell  D.  King 


XVI 


Place 


Date 


Written  to 


Guilford  County 

Jan.  7,  1851 

Calvin  H.  Wiley 

Wilmington 

June  25,  1849 

James  Fulton 

G  [reensborough] 

March  12,  1851 

Maria  C.  Reid,  et  al. 

F[emale]  College 

Salisbury 

March  17,  1851 

Sophia  E,  Pearson 

R  [andolph]  -M  [aeon] 

April  11,  [1851] 

Virginius  Parham 

College 

Raleigh 

May  19,  1851 

Thomas  M.  Oliver 

Normal  College 

Oct.  11,  1851 

L.  H.  Carter 

Raleigh 

Oct.  30,  1851 

David   S.  Reid 

Wake  Forest  College 

Nov.  1,  1851 

John  H.  Mills 

Raleigh 

Nov.  15,  1851 

Thomas  M.  Oliver 

Salisbury 

Nov.  15,  1851 

Sophia  E.  Pearson 

Raleigh 

Dec.  6,  1851 

W.  R.  Pepper 

Beattiesford 

Dec.  6,  [18]51 

John  H.  Wheeler 

Greensboro 

Dec.  9,  1851 

Calvin  H.  Wiley 

Beattiesford 

Dec.  14,  [18]51 

[John  H.  Wheeler] 

Beattiesford 

Dec.  31,  [18]51 

John  H.  Wheeler 

Raleigh 

Jan.  8,  1852 

William  W.  Holden 

Beattiesford 

Jan.  11,  [18]  52 

John  H.  Wheeler 

Raleigh 

Jan.  26,  1852 

William  W.  Holden 

Beattiesford 

Feb.  2,  [18] 52 

John  H.  Wheeler 

Beattiesford 

Feb.  5,  [18]  52 

John  H.  Wheeler 

Raleigh 

June  16,  1852 

William  W.  Holden 

Racine  [Wisconsin] 

Dec.  24,  1852 

Philo  White 

Whitestown,  New  York  Aug.  24,  1853 

Philo  White 

Raleigh 

Sept.  27,  1853 

William  W.  Holden 

New  York  [New  York] 

|  Oct.  3,  1853 

Philo  White 

Raleigh 

Oct.  26,  1853 

William  W.  Holden 

Raleigh 

Dec.  10,   1853 

William  W.  Holden 

Quito,  Ecuador 

July  17,  1854 

Mrs.  Nancy  R.  White 

Quito  [Ecuador] 

Aug.  22,  1855 

Philo  White 

Ambato,  Ecuador 

July  18,  1856 

Philo  White 

Raleigh 

Jan.  19,  1857 

William  W.  Holden 

Ambato,  Ecuador 

May  18,  1857 

Philo  White 

Raleigh 

Jan.  27,  1858 

Edward  P.  C.  Cantwell 

Quito,  Ecuador 

Feb.  19,  1858 

Philo  White 

Washinton  [D.  C] 

Feb.  23,  [18]  58 

Warren  Winslow 

Salisbury 

March  8,  1858 

John  H.  Parker 

Charlotte 

April  15,  1858 

James  F.  Simmons,  William  H. 
Thomas,    and    Augustus    M. 
Lewis 

Raleigh 

April  19,  1858 

William  W.  Holden 

Raleigh 

May  4,  1858 

William  W.  Holden 

Raleigh 

May  5,  1858 

William  W.  Holden 

Raleigh 

May  18,  1858 

William  W.  Holden 

Raleigh 

June  1,  1858 

William  W.  Holden 

June  18  [1858] 
June  30,  1858 

Elizabeth  Ellis  Pearson 
Philo  White 

Ambato,  Ecuador 

XVll 


Place 


Date 


Written  by 


[Ambato],  Ecuador 
Asheville 
Raleigh 
Concord 

Washington  [D.  C] 
Charlotte 
Rutherfordton 
Washington,  D.  C. 
Washington  [D.  C] 
Wilmington 
New  Bern 
Washington  [D.  C] 
Wilmington 
Chapel  Hill 
Statesville 
Stokes  County- 
Washington  [D.  C.] 
Duplin  County 
[Boston], 

Massachusetts 
Washington  [D.  C] 
Rutherford  County 
Hamilton 
Statesville 
New  Bern 


Beaufort 
Wilmington 
Salisbury 
Kenansville 
Mackey's  Ferry 
Fayetteville 
[Wilmington] 
[Mt.  Pleasant] 
Fayetteville 
Harnett  County 
Chatham  County 
Concord 

Washington  [D.  C] 
Wilmington 
Richmond  [Virginia] 
Greensboro 

[Wilmington] 
Chapel  Hill 
Germanton 
Fayetteville 


July  1,  1858 
July  16,  1858 
Aug.  6,  1858 
Jan.  4,  1859 
Jan.  21,  1859 
Feb.  1,  1859 
Feb.  9,  1859 
Feb.  12,  1859 
Feb.  14,  1859 
Feb.  18,  1859 
Feb.  20,  1859 
Feb.  21,  1859 
Feb.  22,  18  [59] 
Feb.  24,  1859 
Feb.  28,  1859 
March  7,  1859 
March  11,  1859 
March  12,  1859 
March  16,  1859 

March  18,  1859 
March  21,  1859 
March  21,  [18]  59 
March  26,  1859 
March  28,  1859 
[April  8,  1859] 
April  18,  1859 
April  21,  1859 
April  22,  1859 
April  23,  1859 
April  27,  1859 
April  30,  1859 
[May  3,  1859] 
May  4,  1859 
May  5,  1859 
May  8,  1859 
May  9,  1859 
May  9,  1859 
May  12,  1859 
May  13,  1859 
May  13,  1859 
May  18,  1859 

[May  22,  1859] 
May  24,  1859 
June  17,  1859 
June  21,  1859 


Philo  White 

N.  W.  Woodfin* 

William  W.  Holden 

Lucius  S.  Bingham 

Henry  K.  Craig 

Charles  J.  Fox 

Calvin  J.  Webb 

David  S.  Reid 

Henry  K.  Craig 

James  Cassidey 

James  E.  Morris 

Henry  K.  Craig 

William  S.  Ashe 

David  L.  Swain 

Robert  C.  Pearson 

H.  Winper 

Henry  K.  Craig 

Claudius  B.  Denson 

Nathaniel  P.  Banks 

Henry  K.  Craig 

J.  M.  Frady 

J.  W.  De  Ford  and  J.  L.  Swain 

Benjamin  J.  Munday 

John  V.  Jordan 

Ellwood  Morris 

W.  T.  Dozier 

William  S.  Ashe 

Ezekiel  Myers 

Owen  R.  Kenan 

C.  J.  Cherry 

W.  G.  Broadfoot 

Ellwood  Morris 

J.  M.  Misenhimer 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Caleb  Phifer 

James  Buchanan 

B.  F.  Grady 

George  W.  Munford 

Calvin  H.  Wiley,  Columbus  C. 

Cole,  and  J.  D.  Campbell 

Ellwood  Morris 

David  L.  Swain 

John  Hill 

Duncan  G.  MacRae 


*  This  letter  addressed  also  to  D.  K.  McRae. 


xvm 


Place 


Date 


Written  by 


Averasborough 
Wilmington 
Wilmington 
[Washington,  D.  C] 
Suffolk,  Virginia 
Holts  Burg 
Washington  [D.  C] 
[Washington,  D.  C] 
Patrick  County, 

Virginia 
Wadesboro 
Richmond  [Virginia] 
[Harnett   County] 
Averasborough 
[Harnett   County] 
[Harnett   County] 
Scotland  Neck 
[Harnett   County] 
Richmond,  Virginia 
[Harnett   County] 
Harnett  County 
Washington  [D.  C] 
Fayetteville 
[Harnett   County] 
[Harnett   County] 
Mocksville 
[Harnett    County] 
[Harnett   County] 
Mt.  Airy 

[Harnett  County] 
[Harnett  County] 
[Harnett  County] 
[Harnett  County] 
[Harnett  County] 
[Harnett  County] 
Chapel  Hill 
Germantown, 

Pennsylvania 
[Harnett  County] 
[Harnett  County] 
[Harnett  County] 
[Harnett  County] 

Duplin  County 
[Harnett  County] 
[Raleigh] 
Chatham  County 
Indian  Town 


June 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 


26,  1859 
3,  1859 
6,  1859 

8,  1859 

9,  1859 
11,  1859 
11,  1859 

11,  1859 

12,  1859 


July  26,  1859 
July  27,  1859 
July  28,  1859 
July  29,  1859 
July  30,  1859 
Aug.  1,  1859 
Aug.  5,  1859 
Aug.  7,  1859 
Aug.  12,  1859 
Aug.  18,  1859 
Aug.  20,  1859 
Aug.  26,  1859 
Aug.  29,  1859 
Aug.  30,  1859 
Sept.  1,  1859 
Sept.  5,  1859 
Sept.  5,  1859 
Sept.  6,  1859 
Sept.  7,  1859 
Sept.  7,  1859 
Sept.  10,  1859 
Sept.  12,  1859 
Sept.  15,  1859 
Sept.  16,  1859 
[Sept.  17,  1859] 
Sept.  17,  1859 
Sept.  19,  1859 

[Sept.  19,  1859] 
[Sept.  22,  1859] 
[Sept.  25,  1859] 
[Sept.  28,  1859] 
[Sept.  30,  1859] 
Oct.  12,  1859 
[Oct.  4,  1859] 
[Oct.  13,  1859] 
Oct.  15,  1859 
Oct.  20,  1859 


Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

William  R.  Drinkard 

Daniel  H.  Christie 

George  W.  Smith 

William  Maynadier 

William  R.  Drinkard 

A.  J.  Stedman 

George  D.  Morton 

George  W.  Munford 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

William  G.  Biggs 

Ellwood  Morris 

P.  F.  Howard 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

John  J.  Guthrie 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

A.  A.  Harbin 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

A.  Dunnegan 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

David  L.  Swain 

John  S.  Littell 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Claudius  B.  Densen 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Jesse  D.  Bucker 

Henry  M.  Shaw 


xix 


Place 


Date 


Written  by 


[Harnett  County] 

[Oct.  23,  1859] 

Harnett  County 

Oct.  29,  1859 

Oct    29    1859 

[Harnett  County] 

Nov.  5,  1859 

Alamance 

Nov.  5,  1859 

Washington,  N.  C. 

Nov.  6,  1859 

[Harnett  County] 

[Nov.  7,  1859] 

Alamance 

Nov.  14,  1859 

Edenton 

Nov.  17,  1859 

[Harnett  County] 

Nov.  21,  1859 

Fayetteville 

Nov.  23,  1859 

[Harnett  County] 

Nov.  26,  1859 

[Harnett  County] 

[Nov.  26,  1859] 

Nov    26    1859 

[Harnett  County] 

Nov.  28,  1859 

Averasborough 

Nov.  28,  1859 

[Harnett  County] 

Dec.  1,  1859 

[Harnett  County] 

Dec.  4,  1859 

[Harnett  County] 

[Dec.  6,  1859] 

Raleigh 

Dec.  12,  1859 

Yanceyville 

Dec.  15,  1859 

Boone 

Dec.  15,  1859 

[Harnett  County] 

Dec.  20,  1859 

Asheville 

Dec.  22,  1859 

Asheville 

Dec.  23,  1859 

[Washington,  D.  C] 

Dec.  24,  1859 

Eden,  Randolph 

Dec.  30,  1859 

County 

Volume  II 

Place 

Date 

Washington  [D.  C] 

Jan.  3,  1860 

Greensboro 

Jan.  6,  1860 

New  Bern 

Jan.  9,  [1860] 

Jan.  14,  1860 
[Jan.  14,  1860] 

Lincolnton 

Chapel  Hill 

Jan.  14,  1860 

Washington  [D.  C] 

Jan.  17,  1860 

New  Bern 

Jan.  18,  [18]  60 

Salisbury 

Jan.  18,  1860 

Waynesville 

Jan.  18,  1860 

[Harnett  County] 

Jan.  19,  1860 

Mocksville 

Jan.  1860 

New  Bern 

Jan.  20,  1860 

Kinston 

Jan.  21,  1860 

Ellwood  Morris 

James  R.  Grady 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Thomas  Ruffin 

William  B.  Rodman 

Ellwood  Morris 

Thomas  Ruffin 

Duncan  McDonald 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Matthias  E.  Manly 

John  Kerr,  Jr. 

Joseph  B.  Todd 

Ellwood  Morris 

Marcus  Erwin 

Marcus  Erwin 

John  B.  Floyd 

John  T.  Harriss 


Written  by 

Henry  K.  Craig 
John  M.  Dick 
Nathan  H.  Street,  Peter  G. 
Evans,   and  John   N. 
Washington 

Richard  C.  Cotten 

H.  W.  Abernethy 

David  L.  Swain 

Henry  K.  Craig 

James  E.  Morris 

David  Franklin  Caldwell 

Wayne  W.  Battle 

Ellwood  Morris 

P.  R.  Martin  and  Others 

J.  J.  Roberson 

Thomas  Woodley,  Henry  F. 

Bond,  and  Council  Wooten 


XX 


Place 


Date 


Written  by 


Fayetteville 
Jones  Lock 
Fayetteville 
Chapel  Hill 
[Chapel  Hill] 

Harnett  County 
Goldsboro 
Yanceyville 
Shelby 

Shelby 

[Dobson] 

Fayetteville 


Hamptonville 
Raleigh 

Franklin 
New  Bern 
[Harnett  County] 
[Harnett  County] 
Wilson 

Washington  [D.  C] 
Yanceyville 
Averasborough 
Richmond,  Virginia 
Franklin 
Fayetteville 
Williamston 
Fayetteville 
[Raleigh] 
[Harnett  County] 
Poplar  Mount 
[Harnett  County] 
Lockville,  Chatham 

County 
Lockville 
Marion 
Chapel  Hill 
Raleigh 


Chapel  Hill 

Lockville 
Lockville 
Clegg  Mills 
Cove  Field  Lock, 
near  Egypt 


Jan.  23,  1860 
Jan.  24,  1860 
Jan.  25,  1860 
Jan.  26,  1860 
[Jan.  26,  1860] 

Jan.  28,  1860 
Jan.  30  1860 
Jan.  31,  1860 
Feb.  2,  1860 

Feb.  2,  1860 
[Feb.  4,  1860] 
Feb.  4,  1860 
Feb.  6,  1860 
Feb.  8,  1860 
Feb.  10,  1860 

Feb.  10,  1860 
Feb.  13,  1860 
Feb.  17,  1860 
Feb.  18,  1860 
Feb.  20,  1860 
Feb.  23,  1860 
Feb.  24,  1860 
Feb.  24,  1860 
Feb.  28,  1860 
Feb.  28,  1860 
Feb.  29,  1860 
Feb.  29,  1860 
March  1,  1860 
[March  1,  1860] 
March  2,  1860 
March  2,  1860 
March  3,  1860 
March  10,  1860 

March  23,  1860 
March  26,  1860 
March  28,  1860 
March  30,  1860 
April  2,  1860 
April  3,  1860 
April  3,  1860 
April  4,  1860 
April  6,  1860 
April  21,  1860 
April  22,  1860 


D.  G.  MacRae 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

David  L.  Swain 

Francis  L.  Hawks  and  David 

L.  Swain 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ervin  A.  Thompson 

Stephen  E.  Williams 

Harvey  Dek.  Cabaniss  and 

Others 

Harvey  Dek.  Cabaniss 

Jeremiah  E.  Reeves  and  Others 

D.  G.  MacRae 

Ellwood  Morris 

Miles  M.  Cowles 

Jeptha  Horton,  James  M. 

Betts,  and  S.   Little 

Jacob  Siler 

John  H.  Bryan 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

George  Howard,  Jr. 

William  Maynadier 

John  A.  Graves 

Ellwood  Morris 

John  Letcher 

Jacob  Siler 

D.  G.  MacRae 

Asa  Biggs 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ebenezer  Emmons 

Ellwood  Morris 

Weldon  N.  Edwards 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

J.  C.  Newland 

James  Watson 

Blondeel  Van  Cuelebroeck 

Ellwood  Morris 

James  Watson 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 


XXI 


Place 


Date 


Written  by 


Raleigh 

Cove  Field  Lock 

Cleggs  Mill 

Raleigh 

Fayetteville 


Stony  Fork 
Raleigh 

Buckhorn  Falls 
Buckhorn  Falls 
Moseley  Hall 

[Lenoir  County] 
Harnett  County 
Averasborough 
Averasborough 
[Harnett  County] 
Waughtown 
[Harnett  County] 
Averasborough 
[Baltimore,  Maryland] 
Averasborough 
Haw  Ridge 
Fayetteville 
Averasborough 
White  Sulpher 

Springs,  Virginia 
Harnett  County 
Harnett  County 
Harnett  County 
Haw  Ridge 
Wilmington 
Bath 

Mocksville 
Haw  Ridge 
[Harnett  County] 
New  Bern 
Unionville,   S.C. 
Jones  Lock 
[Harnett  County] 
Averasborough 
Milledgeville,  Georgia 
Brownsville 
[Harnett  County] 
[Harnett  County] 
[Harnett  County] 
Raleigh 

Sharpfield  Lock 
Columbia   [S.C] 


April  23,  1860 
April  26,  1860 
April  27,  1860 
May  2,  1860 
May  5,  1860 
[May  10,  1860] 
May  21,  1860 
June  1,  1860 
June  6,  1860 
June  8,  1860 
June  16,  1860 


June 
June 
July 
July 
July 
July 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 


17,  1860 
29,  1860 
4,  1860 
9,  1860 
20,  1860 
23,  1860 

1,  1860 

2,  1860 
6,  1860 
15,  1860 
22,  1860 
26,  1860 
29,  1860 


Sept.  3,  1860 
Sept.  3,  1860 
Sept.  9,  1860 
Sept.  21,  1860 
Sept.  25,  1860 
Sept.  28,  1860 


Sept. 

Sept. 

[Oct, 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 


29,  1860 

30,  1860 
1,  1860] 

1,  1860 
5,  1860 
12,  1860 
15,  1860 
17,  1860 
19,  1860 

2,  1860 

3,  1860 
3,  1860 
6,  1860 
8,  1860 

8,  1860 

9,  1860 


Daniel  G.  Fowle 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Frank  I.  Wilson 

W.  G.  Broadfoot 

Ellwood  Morris 

L.  R.  Carlton 

Ebenezer  Emmons 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

George  F.  Whitfield 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Jesse  A.  Waugh 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

City  Council  of  Baltimore 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Duncan  G.  MacRae 

Ellwood  Morris 

Edmund  Ruffin 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Wm.  DeRosset 

Basil  W.  Hodges  and  William 

M.  Walling 

Archibald  G.  Carter 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Hamilton  C.  Jones 

William  H.  Gist 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Joseph  E.  Brown 

A.  W.  Venable 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

Ellwood  Morris 

William  H.  Gist 


XXll 


Place 


Date 


Written  by 


[Washington,  D.C.] 
Oxford 
Charlotte 
Sharpfield  Lock 
[Washington,  D.C.] 
Averasborough 


Wadesborough 
New  Bern 

Williamston 

Washington    [D.C.] 

Montgomery,  Alabama 

Sharpfield  Lock 

McAllisters  Dam 

Averasborough 

New  York  [N.Y.] 

Charleston   [S.C.] 

Austin  [Texas] 

McAllisters  Dam 

Goldsboro 

Charleston    [S.C.] 

Charleston    [S.C.] 

Raleigh 

Richmond  [Virginia] 

Garysburg 

Wilmington 

Wilmington 

Goldsboro 


[Washington,  D.C.] 
Washington  [D.C.] 
[Raleigh] 

Richmond,  Virginia 
Baltimore,  Maryland 
Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia 

[Pennsylvania] 
Hartford,  Connecticut 
High  Point 
New  York  [N.  Y.] 
New  York  [N.  Y.] 
Philadelphia 

[Pennsylvania] 
New  York  [N.  Y.] 
Richmond  [Virginia] 
[Richmond,  Virginia] 


Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Jan. 

Jan. 

Jan. 

[Jan 

Jan. 

Jan. 

Jan. 

Jan. 

Jan. 

Jan. 


Jan.  25 


12,  1860  James  L.  Henry 

15,  1860  John  B.  Floyd 

16,  1860  George  W.  Wortham 

17,  1860  Daniel  Asbury  et  al. 
20,  1860  Ellwood  Morris 
22,  1860  John  B.  Floyd 
26,  1860  Ellwood  Morris 
26,  1860  Henry  M.  Shaw 

26,  1860  S.  W.  Cole 

27,  1860  Matthias  E.  Manly 

27,  1860  [John  H.  Wheeler] 

28,  1860  Samuel  W.  Watts 
28,  [18]  60  John  H.  Wheeler 
28,  1860  Andrew  B.  Moore 
1,  1860  Ellwood  Morris 
8,  1860  Ellwood  Morris 
8,  1860  Ellwood  Morris 
10,  1860  William  H.  Anthon 
12,  1860  Robert  N.  Gourdin 
28,  1860  Sam  Houston 

15,  1860  Ellwood  Morris 

16,  1860  B.  V.  Carroll 
20,  1860  Robert  N.  Gourdin 
20,  1860  Robert  N.  Gourdin 
[n.d.],  1860  Jacob  Thompson 
27,  1860  Joseph  R.  Anderson  and  Company 
10,  1861  Thomas  J.  Person 
12,  1861  John  L.  Cantwell 
12,  1861  John  L.  Cantwell 
14,  [1861]  W.  S.  G.  Andrews 

15,  1861]  John  L.  Cantwell 

1861  Joseph  Holt 

[1861]  Warren  Winslow 

1861  Charles  C.  Lee 

1861  Charles  C.  Lee 

1861  Charles  C.  Lee 

1861  Charles  C.  Lee 

1861  Edward  K.  Tryon 


15 

17 
19 
21 

22 
24 


Jan.  28,  1861 

Charles  C.  Lee 

Jan.  30,  1861 

L.  M.  Gilliam 

Jan.  30,  1861 

Dancy  Hyman  &  Co. 

[Jan.  31,  1861] 

David  Smith 

Feb.  1,  1861 

Edward  K.  Tryon  &  Co. 

Feb.  1,  1861 

Thomas  McKnight 

Feb.  1,  1861 

Samuel  S.  Cottrell 

[Feb.  1,   (18)61] 

Charles  Dimmock 

XXlll 


Place 
[Raleigh] 

McAllisters   Dam 
Washington  [D.C.] 
Austin  City,  Texas 
Fort  Fauntleroy, 

New  Mexico 
New  York  [N.  Y.] 
New  Bern 
Wilmington 
New  York  [N.  Y.] 
Baltimore  [Maryland] 

Montgomery, 
Alabama 

Charlotte 
New  York  [N.Y.] 
Baltimore  [Maryland] 
New  York  [N.  Y.] 
Fort  Ridgely, 

Minnesota 
New  York  [N.  Y.] 
New  York  [N.  Y.] 
Gulf 
Washington   [D.C.] 


Baltimore  [Maryland] 

Baltimore  [Maryland] 

New  York  [N.Y.] 

[Edenton] 

Baltimore  [Maryland] 

Wilmington 

Wilmington,  Delaware 

[Shelby] 

Little  Rock  [Arkansas] 

Mocksville 

[Washington,  D.C.] 

Wilmington 

Norfolk,  Virginia 

Cleveland  County 

Richmond  [Virginia] 

Asheville 

Asheville 


Date 

[Feb.  2,  1861] 
[Feb.  2,  1861] 
Feb.  3,  1861 
Feb.  4,  1861 
Feb.  4,  1861 
Feb.  4,  1861 

Feb.  6,  1861 
Feb.  6,  1861 
Feb.  9,  1861 
Feb.  11,  1861 
Feb.  11,  [18]  61 

Feb.  11,  1861 


Feb.  13,  1861 
Feb.  14,  1861 
Feb.  14,  1861 
Feb.  14,  1861 
Feb.  17,  1861 

Feb.  18,  1861 
Feb.  19,  1861 
Feb.  26,  [1861] 
Feb.  27,  1861 


March  6,  [18]  61 
March  6,  [18]  61 
March  7,  1861 
[March  8,  1861] 
March  9,  [18]  61 
March  12,  1861 
March  16,  1861 
[March  18,  1861] 
March  29,  1861 
April  1,  1861 
April  12,  1861 
April  16,  1861 
April  16,  1861 
April  17,  1861 
April  17,  1861 
April  17,  1861 
April  18,  1861 


Written  by 

J.  R.  Anderson 

Charles  Baring 

Ellwood  Morris 

Henry  K.  Craig 

Or  an  M.  Roberts 

Robert  C.  Hill 

Thomas  McKnight 

James  E.  Morris 

De  Rosset,  Brown  &  Co. 

W.  M.  B.  Hartley 

Merrill,  Latrobe  &  Thomas 

Company 

David  L.  Swain,  Matt  W. 
Ransom,  and  John  L. 
Bridgers 

Charles  C.  Lee 

Thomas  McKnight 

F.  B.  Loney  &  Co. 

David  Smith 

G.  H.  Hill 

Watson  &  Meares 
David  Smith 
J.  C.  Hooker 
Daniel  M.  Barringer,  David  S. 
Reid,  George  Davis,  Thomas 
Ruffin,  and  John  M.  More- 
head 

J.  Albert  Remick 

Canfield  Bro.  &  Co. 

Watson  &  Meares 

R.  R.  Heath 

J.  Albert  Remick 

William  L.  DeRosset 

E.  I.  Du  Pont  de  Nemours  Co. 

D.  Freneberger 

David  Walker 

Archibald  G.  Carter 

Simon  Cameron 

Robert  H.  Cowan 

Marshall  Parks 

Jesse  Jenkins 

John  D.  Whitford 

George  N.  Folk 

Robert  B.  Vance,  W.  W. 

McDowell,  I.  B.  Sawyer, 

G.  H.   Gregory,  and 

A.  T.  Summey 


xxiv 


Place 

Date 

Written  by 

New  Bern 

April  18,  [18]  61 

John  W.  Primrose  and  E.  K. 
Bryan 

Murfreesboro 

April  18,  1861 

Samuel  J.  Wheeler 

Whitesboro,  N.Y. 

April  18,  1861 

Philo  White 

Richmond  [Virginia] 

April  19,  1861 

John  D.  Whitford 

Welcon 

April  19,  1861 

R.  H.  Walker 

[April  19,  1861] 

The  State  of  Florida 

Warrenton 

April  19,  1861 

William  A.  Johnston 

"Wilson 

April  19,  1861 

D.  Wallace 

Richmond  [Virginia] 

April  20,  1861 

John  D.  Whitford 

Charlotte 

April  20,  1861 

John  E.  Brown  and 
Samuel  J.  Lowery 

April  20,  1861 

Warren  Winslow 

Charlotte 

April  20,  1861 

Green  W.  Caldwell 

Charlotte 

[April  20,  1861] 

James  H.  Carson  et  al. 

Charlotte 

April  20,  1861 

H.  B.  Williams  et  al 

Washington,  D.C. 

April  21,  1861 

William  B.  Gulick 

Richmond  [Virginia] 

April  21,  1861 

John  D.  Whitford 

Montgomery 

April  22,  1861 

Leroy  P.  Walker 

[Alabama] 

Raleigh 

April  22,  1861 

Ellwood  Morris 

Yadkinville 

April  22,  [18]  61 

Yadkin  County  Citizens 

"Wilmington 

April  23,  1861 

John  F.  Hoke 

Fayetteville 

April  23,   [18]  61 

William  M.  I.  McKay 

Chapel  Hill 

April  23,  1861 

Charles  Phillips 

Fayetteville 

April  24,   [18]  61 

Peter  J.  Sinclair 

Wilmington 

April  24,  1861 

William  H.  C.  Whiting 

Richmond  [Virginia] 

April  24,  1861 

John  D.  Whitford 

Petersburg,  Virginia 

April  25,  1861 

C.  O.  Sanford 

Norfolk,  Virginia 

April  25,  1861 

[Marshall  Parks] 

Charlotte 

April  25,  1861 

John  H.  Gibbon 

Wilmington 

April  25,  1861 

William  H.  C.  Whiting 

Montgomery 

April  26,  1861 

Leroy  P.  Walker 

[Alabama] 

Huntsville 

April  26,  1861 

William  W.  Long 

Pekin 

April  27,  1861 
[April  27,  1861] 

R.  T.  Steele 
William  J.  Hill 

Wilmington 

April  28,  1861 

William  H.  C.  Whiting 

Washington,    D.C. 

April  29,  1861 

William  B.  Gulick 

Windsor 

April  29,  1861 

William  A.  Ferguson 

Washington,  N.C. 

April  29,  1861 

M.  F.  Buxton 

[Yanceyville] 

April  30,  1861 

James  J.  Lawson 

Oxford 

April  30,  1861 

R.  D.  Hart 

Wilmington 

April  30,  1861 

William  H.  C.  Whiting 

Merry  Mount, 

May  1,  1861 

H.  P.  White 

Warren  County 

Washington,  D.C. 

May  2,  1861 

William  B.  Gulick 

Washington,  N.C. 

May  2,  1861 

Thomas  Sparrow 

XXV 


Place 

Date 

Written  to 

Fort  Caswell 

May 

2,  1861 

John  J.  Hedrick,  James 
M.   Stevenson,  D.   A. 
Lamont,    and    James 
D.   Cumming 

Holly  Springs, 

May 

2,  1861 

H.  J.  McConnico 

Mississippi 

Hillsboro 

May  I 

William  H.  Owen 

Queensdale 

May 

4,  [18] 61 

James  Sinclair 

May 
May 

4,  1861 

A    M    Kirkland 

Charlotte 

5,  1861 

Robert  C.  Hill 

Raleigh 

May 

5,  1861 

William  J.  Houston 

Charlotte 

May 

6,  1861 

John  Phelan 

Raleigh 

May 

6,  1861 

John  D.  Whitford 

Mocksville 

May 

6,  1861 

Archibald  G.  Carter 

Plymouth 

May 

6,  1861 

Asa  Biggs 

Baltimore  [Maryland] 

May 

6,  1861 

Thomas  O.  Jones 

Williamston 

May 

7,  1861 

Asa  Biggs 

Greensboro 

May  7,  1861 

James  K.  Hall 

Gaston 

May  7,  1861 

Thomas  Goode  Tucker 

Raleigh 

May  7,  1861 

John  F.  Hoke 

Clinton 

May 

7,  1861 

Theophilus  H.  Holmes 

Merry  Hill 

May  7,  1861 

J.  J.  Rhodes 

Elevation 

May  7,  1861 

A.  Dixon 

New  Bern 

May  7,  1861 

A.  Mitchell  &  Son 

Charlotte 

May  7,  1861 

Mrs.  Stevenson 

Washington,  N.C. 

May 

8,  1861 

Thomas  Sparrow 

Hillsboro 

May 

8,  [18]61 

John  M.  Kirkland 

Mav 

8     18R1 

"Fv^nppcj    TiTYiTiPvlalrA 

may     v,    j.*_»va. 

TMav  Q    i»ftil 

X   XcHltCo       X  1111 UC I  IcMVtS 

Murfreesboro 

May 

9,  1861 

J.TJ.CXI  Oil-CHI       X    dl  lYo> 

H.  G.  Trader,  William  E.  Pool, 
and   L.   Francis   Everett 

Richmond,  Virginia 

May 

9,  1861 

The  Professors  of  the  Medical 
College  of  Virginia 

Salisbury 

May 

9,  1861 

Benjamin  R.  Moore 

Greensboro 

May 

10,  1861 

Columbus  C.  Cole 

Hampden  Sidney, 

May 

10,  1861 

B.  M.  Smith 

Virginia 

Asheville 

May 

10,  1861 

John  Peek 

Taylor's  Bridge 

May 

10,  1861 

William  L.  Robinson 

Washington,  D.C. 

May 

10,  1861 

William  G.  Gulick 

Washington,  N.C. 

May 

10,  1861 

W.  R.  S.  Burbank 

May 
May 

11,  1861 

12,  1861 

Walter  Gwynn 
Theophilus   H.   Holmes 

Wilmington 

Wilmington 

May 

13,  1861 

William  H.  C.  Whiting 

Lumberton 

May 

13,  1861 

Thomas  A.  Norment 

Raleigh 

May 

13,  [18]61 

William  T.  Dortch 

Camden,  S.C. 

May 

13,  1861 

M.  Baum  &  Bros. 

Lumberton 

May 

13,  1861 

John  P.  Fullen  and  others 

Good   Spring 

May 

14,  1861 

Augustine  H.  Shepperd 

XXVI 


Place 


Date 


Montgomery 

May 

14, 

1861 

[Alabama] 

Concord 

May 

14 

1861 

Wilmington 

May 

15 

1861 

Richmond,  Virginia 

May 

15 

1861 

St.  Johns 

May 

16 

1861 

Fayetteville 

May 

16, 

1861 

Weldon 

May 

16 

[18]61 

Raleigh 

May 

17, 

1861 

Raleigh 

May  17, 

1861 

Plymouth 

May 

17, 

1861 

Raleigh 

May 

18, 

1861 

Norfolk,  Virginia 

May 

19 

[18] 61 

Camp  Washington 

May 

19, 

1861 

Charleston   [S.C.] 

May 

19, 

1861 

Weldon  Encampment 

May 

19, 

1861 

Raleigh 

May 

20 

1861 

Charlotte 

May 

20, 

1861 

Edneyville 

May 

20 

1861 

Raleigh 

May 

21, 

1861 

Richmond  [Virginia] 

May 

[2< 

1],  1861 

Garysburg 

May 

22, 

1861 

New  Bern 

May 

22, 

1861 

Salisbury 

May 

22, 

1861 

Greensboro 

May 

23, 

1861 

Fort  Johnson 

May 

23. 

1861 

Montgomery 

May  23. 

1861 

[Alabama] 

Richmond  [Virginia] 

May 

24 

1861 

Salisbury 

May 

24 

1861 

Richmond  [Virginia] 

May 

24 

[18]61 

Fayetteville 

May 

25 

1861 

Goldsboro 

May  25 

1861 

Camp  Hatteras 

May  25 

,  1861 

Virginia 

May 

25 

1861 

Raleigh 

May 

25 

1861 

Raleigh 

May 

26 

1861 

Garysburg 

May 

26 

1861 

New  Bern 

May 

26 

1861 

Raleigh 

May 

27 

,  1861 

New  Bern 

May  27 

1861 

Raleigh 

May 

27 

1861 

Raleigh 

May 

27 

,  1861 

Raleigh 

May 

28 

,  1861 

Norfolk,  Virginia 

May 

28 

,   [18]61 

Wilmington 

May 

29 

,  1861 

Raleigh 

May 

29 

,   [18]61 

Hillsboro 

May 

29 

,  1861 

Hatteras  Inlet 

May 

29 

,  1861 

Written  by 
Thomas  L.  Clingman 

Richard  F.  Harris 

William  H.   C.   Whiting 

Robert  E.  Lee 

Godwin  C.  Moore 

James  W.  Strange 

Paul  F.  Faison 

James  T.  Mitchell 

Stephen  D.  Richmond 

Henry  A.  Gilliam 

John  F.  Hoke 

David  Coleman 

Henry  A.  Gilliam 

Daniel  Blake 

George  A.  Foote 

W.  W.  Pierce 

J.  H.  Gibbon 

Balis  M.  Edney 

John  H.  Winder 

Henry  K.  Burgwyn 

Benjamin  O.  Wade 

Eugene  M.  Williams 

Charles  F.  Fisher 

Turner  M.  Jones 

James  B.  Atwell 

Jefferson  Davis 

George  W.  Munford 

Nathan  N.  Fleming 

Matthew  Fontaine  Maury 

Charles  B.  Mallet 

Sewall  L.  Fremont 

L.  D.  Starke 

Francis  J.  Thomas 

John  F.  Hoke 

Lawrence  O'Bryan  Branch 

Willis  L.  Miller 

Walter  Gwynn 

A.  G.  Carter 

Walter  Gwynn 

William  A.  Johnston 

John  F.  Hoke 

William  J.  Clarke 

Benjamin  Huger 

Donald  MacRae 

William  J.  Houston 

Samuel  Pearce 

L.  D.  Starke 


XXVll 


Place 


Date 


Written  by 


Raleigh 

Murphy- 
Richmond  [Virginia] 
Fort  Caswell 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 

Richmond  [Virginia] 
Raleigh 

Kittrell  Springs 
Maryland  Heights 
Oak  Island 

Radcliff  Battery 
Norfolk,  Virginia 
Norfolk  [Virginia] 
Norfolk,  Virginia 
Smithfield 
Norfolk,  Virginia 
Norfolk,  Virginia 
Tallahassee  [Florida] 
Richmond  [Virginia] 
Bethel  Church 
South  Carolina 
Richmond,  Virginia 
Reed  Creek 
Richmond  [Virginia] 
Richmond  [Virginia] 
Franklin 
Yorktown,  Virginia 


Raleigh 

Richmond  [Virginia] 

Raleigh 

Richmond  [Virginia] 

Richmond  [Virginia] 

Lovelace 

Boone 

Charlotte 

Meadows 

Richmond  [Virginia] 

Richmond  [Virginia] 

Savannah  [Georgia] 

Raleigh 

Richmond  [Virginia] 

[Raleigh] 

Garysburg 

Richmond  [Virginia] 


May  30,  1861 
May  30,  1861 
May  30,  1861 
May  31,  1861 
[May  31,  1861] 
June  1,  1861 
June  1,  1861 
June  1,  1861 
June  1,  1861 
June  2,  1861 
June  3,  1861 
June  3,  1861 
June  5,  1861 
June  6,  1861 

June  6,  1861 
June  6,  1861 
June  6,  1861 
[June  6,  1861] 
June  6,  1861 
June  7,  1861 
June  7,  1861 
June  7,  1861 
June  8,  1861 
June  8,  1861 
June  9,  1861 
June  10,  1861 
June  11,  1861 
June  11,  [18]61 
June  11,  1861 
June  11,  1861 
June  11,  1861 
June  12,  1861 
June  13,  1861 
June  14,  1861 
June  14,  1861 
June  15,  1861 
June  15,  1861 
June  17,  1861 
June  17,  1861 
June  17,  [18]  61 
June  17,  [18]  61 
June  18,  1861 
June  18,  1861 
June  18,  1861 
June  18,  [18]  61 
June  19,  1861 
June  19,  1861 
June  20,  [18]  61 


Walter  Gwynn 

Bushrod  W.  Vick 

George  W.  Hayes 

Robert  E.  Lee 

Warren  W.  Newell 

Walter  Gwynn 

Walter  Gwynn 

Norton  C.  Newton 

R.  R.  Collier 

Robert  E.  Lee 

Kenneth  Rayner 

G.  W.  Blackwall 

Blanton  Duncan 

Nelson  Slough 

Walter  Gwynn 

Walter  Gwynn 

Walter  Gwynn 

George  W.  Watson 

Walter  Gwynn 

Walter  Gwynn 

Madison  S.  Perry 

Joseph  R.  Anderson  &  Co. 

Daniel  H.  Hill 

States  Rights  Gist 

Seth  Bassett  French 

Issac  H.  Foust 

C.  Bradley 

William  S.  Downer 

James  W.  Dobson  et  al. 

Daniel  H.  Hill 

Walter  Gwynn 

Wharton  J.  Green 

Alexander  W.  Reynolds 

Walter  Gwynn 

William  S.  Downer 

Christopher  G.  Memminger 

L.  J.  Bicknell 

Mark  Holesclaw 

John  K.  Harrison 

Frederick  K.  Blake 

William  W.  Downer 

Matthew  Fontaine  Maury 

G.  B.  Lamar 

Thaddeus  C.  Coleman 

William  S.  Downer 

Hugh  Downing 

John  G.  Dillehay 

William  S.  Downer 


XXVlll 


Place 

Date 

Written  to 

June  20    1861 

David  Coleman 
John  B.  Palmer 

Linville  Park 

June  20,  1861 

Fayetteville 

June  20,  [18]  61 

Elizabeth  Flowers 

[Raleigh] 

[June  20,  1861] 

John  Myers 

Romney,  Virginia 

[June  20,  1861] 

John  A.  Averitt,  Jr. 

[June  21,  1861] 
June  21,  1861 

Daniel  H.  Hill 
Walter  Gwynn 

New  Bern 

Carthage 

June  21,  1861 

Alexander  Barrett 

Catherine  Lake 

June  22,  1861 

Charles  Duffy 

Franklinville 

June  22,  1861 

John  S.  Fogleman,  J.  P. 
Aldridge,    and   Leander 
York 

Clinton 

June  22,  1861 

Allmand  A.  McKoy 

Asheville 

June  23,  1861 

Balis  M.  Edney 

Murphy 

June  23,  1861 

Mercer  Fain 

Edenton 

June  24,  1861 

J.  N.  Floyd 

Richmond  [Virginia] 

June  24,  [18]  61 

William  S.  Downer 

Raleigh 

June  24,  1861 

Charles  Phillips 

New  Bern 

June  24,  1861 

Walter  Gwynn 

Greenville,  S.C. 

June  24,  1861 

James  P.  Boyce 

Richmond 

June  25,  1861 

William  Gilham 

Camp   Carolina 

June  27,  1861 

John  E.  Hoey 

near  Norfolk 

Webster 

June  28,  1861 

William  A.  Enloe  and 
J.  Ramsay  Dills 

Beaufort 

June  29,  1861 

Benjamin  Seecraft 

Leicester 

June  29,  1861 

Wiley  F.  Parker 

Morganton 

June  30,  1861 

William  Waighstill  Avery 

Richmond  [Virginia] 

June  30,  1861 

Leroy  P.  Walker 

Enfield 

July  1,  [18]  61 

N.  H.  Whitfield 

Springhill  Forge 

July  1,  1861 

J.  W.  Derr 

Valla  Crucis 

July  2,  1861 

Martin  V.  Moore 

Louisville,  Kentucky 

July  2,  1861 

Junius  L.  Clemmons 

Wilson 

July  3,  1861 

Joshua  Barnes 

Pine  Level 

July  4,  1861 

John  Copps 

Asheville 

July  4,  1861 

Balis  M.  Edney 

Middleton 

July  5,  1861 

Hilliard  Gibbs 

0  Bannonville 

July  5,  1861 

John  G.  Ashe 

[Florida] 

PerSimmon  Creek 

July  5,  1861 

William  C.  Walker 

Asheville 

July  7,  1861 

Balis  M.  Edney 

Richmond  [Virginia] 

July  8,  1861 

Leroy  P.  Walker 

Keachie  De  Soto 

July  12,  1861 

S.  K.  W.  Furman 

Parish,  Louisiana 

XXIX 


TELEGRAMS 
Telegrams  Sent  by  John  W.  Ellis  Printed  in  These  Volumes 

Volume  II 


Place 

Raleigh 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 
Raleigh 


Date 

April  15,  1861 
April  15,  1861 
April  15,  1861 
April  16,  1861 
April  17,  1861 
April  19,  1861 
April  20,  1861 
April  23,  1861 
April  23,  1861 
[April]  23,  1861 
April  24,  1861 
April  25,  1861 
April  26,  1861 
May  1,  1861 
May  10,  1861 
May  17,  1861 
May  20,  1861 
May  20,  1861 
May  22,  1861 
May  25,  1861 
May  29,  1861 


Written  to 

James  Fulton 

Samuel  J.  Person 

Simon  Cameron 

John  L.  Cantwell 

Jefferson  Davis 

Jefferson  Davis 

John  Letcher 

John  F.  Hoke 

John  F.  Hoke 

Leroy  Walker 

Leroy  P.  Walker 

Leroy  P.  Walker 

Leroy  P.  Walker 

Jefferson  Davis 

John  Letcher 

Leroy  P.  Walker 

Jefferson  Davis 

Jefferson  Davis 

Jefferson  Davis 

Jefferson  Davis 

Jefferson  Davis 


Telegrams  sent  to  John  W.  Ellis  Printed  in  These  Volumes 

Volume  II 


Place 

Wilmington 

Wilmington 

Washington    [D.C.] 

Wilmington 

Charleston    [S.C.] 

Wilmington 

Wilmington 

Goldsboro 

Wilmington 

Wilmington 

Wilmington 

Washington,  D.C. 

Washington  [D.C] 

Goldsboro 


Date 

March  11,  1861 
March  12,  1861 
March  19,  1861 
April  9,  1861 
April  15   [1861] 
April  15   [1861] 
April  15,  1861 
April  15,  1861 
April  15,  1861 
April  15   [1861] 
April  15,  1861 
April  15,  1861 
April  15,  1861 
April  15   [1861] 


Written  by 

Sewall  L.  Fremont 

W.  S.  Anderson 

Thomas  L.  Clingman 

Robert  H.  Cowan 

Francis  W.  Pickens 

John  L.  Cantwell 

Samuel  J.  Person 

Samuel  J.  Person 

DeRosset,  Brown  &  Co. 

Benjamin  R.  Moore 

Robert  H.  Cowan 

J.  S.  Wheeler 

Simon  Cameron 

Marshall  D.  Crayton 


XXX 


Place 


Date 


Written  by 


Wilmington 

April 

15, 

1861 

Norfolk  [Virginia] 

April 

16, 

1861 

Wilmington 

April 

16, 

1861 

Wilmington 

April 

16, 

1861 

Goldsboro 

April 

16, 

1861 

Richmond  [Virginia] 

April 

16, 

1861 

Weldon 

April 

17, 

1861 

Goldsboro 

April 

17, 

1861 

Charlotte 

April 

17, 

1861 

Charlotte 

April 

17, 

1861 

Charlotte 

April 

17, 

1861 

Wilmington 

April 

17 

[1861] 

Charleston  [S.C.] 

April 

17, 

1861 

Charlotte 

April 

17, 

1861 

Wilmington 

April 

17, 

1861 

Wilmington 

April 

17, 

1861 

Charleston  [S.C.] 

April 

18, 

1861 

Charlotte 

April 

18, 

1861 

Charleston  [S.C.] 

April 

18, 

1861 

Charleston  [S.C.] 

April 

18, 

1861 

Charleston   [S.C.] 

April 

18 

[1861] 

Wilmington 

April 

18, 

1861 

Richmond  [Virginia] 

April 

18, 

1861 

Richmond  [Virginia] 

April 

18 

[1861] 

Richmond  [Virginia] 

April 

18, 

1861 

Charleston   [S.C.] 

April 

18, 

1861 

Norfolk,  Virginia 

April 

18, 

1861 

Wilmington 

April 

18, 

1861 

Wilmington 

April 

18, 

1861 

Wilmington 

April 

18, 

1861 

Montgomery 

April 

18, 

1861 

[Alabama] 

Richmond  [Virginia] 

April 

18, 

1861 

Weldon 

April 

18, 

1861 

Weldon 

April 

18, 

1861 

Montgomery 

April 

19, 

1861 

[Alabama] 

Wilmington 

April 

19, 

1861 

Wilmington 

April 

19, 

1861 

Richmond  [Virginia] 

April 

19, 

1861 

Richmond  [Virginia] 

April 

20, 

1861 

Charlotte 

April 

20, 

1861 

Richmond  [Virginia] 

April 

20, 

1861 

Nashville  [Tennessee] 

April 

20, 

1861 

Richmond  [Virginia] 
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JOHN  WILLIS  ELLIS 

in  1820  the  United  States  Congress  declared  the  foreign  slave 
trade  to  be  piracy  and  punishable  by  death ;  the  same  year,  the 
abolitionist  press  began  in  the  South  with  the  publication  of 
the  newspaper  called  the  Emancipator,  by  Elihu  Embree,  a 
Quaker,  at  Jonesboro,  Tennessee ;  and  the  Missouri  Compromise 
Bill  was  passed  by  Congress  permitting  slavery  in  Missouri,  but 
in  no  other  State  west  of  the  Mississippi  River  and  north  of 
36°  30'.  A  foretaste  of  things  to  come,  these  were  the  conditions 
under  which  John  Willis  Ellis  was  born. 

The  son  of  Anderson  and  Judith  Bailey  Ellis,  John  Willis 
Ellis  was  born  in  eastern  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  on 
November  23,  1820.  Two  years  later  this  section  of  Rowan  be- 
came part  of  a  new  county  named  Davidson.  The  Ellis  family 
was  one  of  the  first  to  settle  this  rich  fertile  region  on  the 
eastern  banks  of  the  Yadkin  River,  known  as  the  Jersey  Settle- 
ment, near  present  Linwood. 

The  family  was  Welsh  in  origin,  apparently  settling  first  in 
Dorchester,  Massachusetts,  later  appearing  in  New  Jersey,  then 
in  Virginia,  and  finally  in  North  Carolina.  Ellis'  grandfather, 
Willis  Ellis,  purchased  land  in  the  Jersey  Settlement  near  the 
mouth  of  Potts  Creek  about  1758.  At  the  death  of  Willis  Ellis 
in  1806,  the  land  was  divided  among  his  four  children,  Willis, 
Francis,  John,  and  Anderson,  the  father  of  John  W.  Ellis.1 

Born  on  his  father's  plantation,  Ellis  grew  up  in  a  southern 
setting  of  land,  slaves,  and  plantation  economy.  He  was  a  scion 
of  the  aristocracy  and  was  reared  and  educated  accordingly. 
Anderson  Ellis  died  in  1832,  leaving  the  responsibility  of  man- 
aging the  plantation  and  educating  his  twelve-year-old  son  to 
his  wife.  John  W.  Ellis  probably  received  his  early  schooling 
from  his  mother  and  later  from  a  tutor.  For  his  first  formal 
education  his  mother  sent  him  to  Beattie's  Ford,  Lincoln  County, 
to  be  prepared  for  college  at  a  school  conducted  by  Robert  G. 
Allison,  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  and 
later  Principal  of  the  Raleigh  Academy.2 


Mames  S.  Brawley,  The  Rowan  Story,  1753-1953  (Salisbury:  Rowan 
Printing  Company,  1953),  124-125,  hereinafter  cited  as  Brawley,  The 
Rowan  Story. 

2William  L.  Sherrill,  Annals  of  Lincoln  County,  North  Carolina  (Char- 
lotte: The  Observer  Printing  House,  Inc.,  1937),  455-456. 
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During  the  academic  year  1836-1837,  Ellis  attended  Randolph- 
Macon  College  at  Boydton,  Virginia,  prior  to  the  removal  of  the 
College  to  Ashland,  Virginia.  The  only  information  available 
from  the  College  concerning  Ellis  is  the  fact  that  his  record  indi- 
cates that  he  was  from  "Pottsdam,  N.C."  3  The  post  office  of 
"Potsdam"  in  the  Jersey  Settlement,  Davidson  County,  was 
established  in  1836  and  was  discontinued  in  May,  1841.  Ellis 
remained  at  Randolph-Macon  for  only  a  year.  Sickness  may 
have  necessitated  his  removal  from  Virginia,  or  he  may  have 
returned  home  to  assist  his  mother  with  the  management  of  the 
plantation. 

The  spring  of  1839,  however,  saw  Ellis  admitted  as  a  member 
of  the  Sophomore  Class  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at 
Chapel  Hill.  He  matriculated  during  the  middle  of  the  term 
after  being  examined  by  the  faculty  to  determine  his  scholastic 
standing.  On  March  15,  1839,  Ellis  was  formally  inducted  into 
the  Dialectic  Society,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  august  debating 
societies  in  America.4  He  was  promoted  in  September,  1839,  to 
the  Junior  Class,  where  the  prescribed  curriculum  included  La- 
tin, Greek,  differential  and  integral  calculus.  The  annual  expense 
incurred  by  Ellis  in  attending  the  University  was  from  $158  to 
$189,  depending  upon  how  well  he  ate.  This  sum  also  included 
wood  for  heat  and  candles  to  light  his  room.  For  spiritual  food 
he  was  required  to  attend  "Divine  Worship"  in  the  Chapel  on 
Sunday.5 

It  appears  that  Ellis  was  rather  popular  among  his  fellow 
students  while  attending  the  University.  During  his  Junior 
year  he  was  selected  as  one  of  the  managers  of  the  annual  ball 
given  in  honor  of  the  graduating  class  of  1840,  held  in  the  Eagle 
Hotel  in  Chapel  Hill  on  June  4.  In  his  Senior  year  the  Dialectic 
Society  honored  Ellis  by  electing  him  President  of  the  Society. 
The  Secretary  of  that  Society  wrote  on  October  30,  1840,  that, 
"the  President  [John  W.  Ellis]  on  taking  the  chair  delivered  in 
chaste  language,  and  portrayed  with  a  master  hand  to  the  so- 
ciety the  necessity  &  vital  importance  of  a  faithful  and  regular 


3Mary  E.  Goodwyn  to  Noble  J.  Tolbert,  October  18,  1962,  John  W.  Ellis 
Papers,  Southern  Historical  Collection,  University  of  North  Carolina, 
Chapel  Hill. 

*Minutes  of  the  Dialectic  Society,  1838-1844,  University  of  North  Caro- 
lina Archives,  Southern  Historical  Collection,  March  15,  1839,  hereinafter 
cited  as  Minutes  of  the  Dialectic  Society,  1838-1844,  with  date. 

^Catalogue  of  the  Trustees,  Faculty  and  Students  of  the  University  of 
North  Carolina,  October  1,  1839  (Raleigh:  University  of  North  Carolina, 
1839),  7,  12-15,  hereinafter  cited  as  Catalogue  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  with  date. 
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performance  of  their  duties  in  this  body  if  they  desired  eminence 
&  distinction  in  after  life.  .  .  ."  6  During  this  time  Ellis  roomed 
with  Samuel  B.  McPheeters,  of  Raleigh,  who  later  became  a 
noted  Presbyterian  minister.  On  June  3,  1841,  Johannes-Willis 
Ellis,  as  his  name  appears  on  the  program  printed  in  Latin, 
graduated  from  the  University  of  North  Carolina.  It  was  the 
largest  graduating  class  in  the  history  of  the  University,  up 
to  that  time,  and  its  members  distinguished  themselves  in  future 
years  in  business,  politics,  and  war.7 

Soon  after  graduating  from  the  University,  Ellis  entered  the 
law  school  conducted  by  Richmond  Mumford  Pearson  at  Mocks- 
ville.  Ellis  had  taken  a  law  course  under  David  L.  Swain  while 
at  the  University.  Swain  was  President  of  the  University,  but 
taught  the  course  privately  for  interested  students.  The  school 
at  Mocksville,  begun  by  Pearson  soon  after  he  was  elevated  to 
the  Superior  Court  bench  in  1836,  was  the  forerunner  of  his 
famous  school  started  in  1847  at  his  home,  "Richmond  Hill,"  in 
Yadkin  County.  The  instruction  received  by  the  law  student  con- 
sisted mainly  of  reading  and  studying  independently  with  formal 
lectures  and  questioning  about  two  hours  each  week.  Ellis  prob- 
ably paid  about  $100  for  the  year  spent  at  Pearson's  school.8 

The  following  year,  1842,  Ellis  opened  his  law  office  in  Salis- 
bury. A  notice  appeared  in  the  local  paper  informing  the  public 
that  his  office  was  in  the  "2nd  door  of  Mr.  Cowan's  Brick  Row."  9 
The  law  was  a  demanding  mistress,  requiring  that  the  lawyer 
not  only  maintain  a  permanent  office  but  that  he  also  ride  the 
court  circuit  in  several  counties.  Ellis,  like  most  young  lawyers, 
was  retained  by  various  mercantile  firms  to  collect  debts.  It  was 
a  common  practice  of  the  time  for  merchants  and  individuals  to 
buy  a  supply  of  goods  from  traveling  salesmen  representing 
northern  mercantile  houses,  paying  for  these  goods  upon  de- 
livery, or  by  partial  payment  plus  interest  on  the  balance.  Upon 
nonpayment  by  the  recipient  of  the  goods  the  firm  would  con- 
tact a  lawyer,  usually  one  just  beginning  and  in  need  of  a  small 
fee,  and  request  him  to  collect  the  debt  or  sue  in  court  for  it  if 
the  debtor  refused  to  pay.  The  fee  for  collecting  money  for  non- 


•  Minutes  of  the  Dialetic  Society,  1838-1844,  October  30,  1840. 

7  Catalogue  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  September,  1841,  13. 

8  Fannie  Memory  Farmer,  "Legal  Education  in  North  Carolina,  1820- 
1860,"  The  North  Carolina  Historical  Review,  XXVIII  (July,  1951),  281, 
285-286. 

°The  Western  Carolinian   (Salisbury),  July  22,  1842. 
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residents  of  the  State  amounted  to  about  10  per  cent  of  the 
debt.10 

Riding  the  court  circuit  was  a  means  of  attracting  clients,  and 
it  also  enabled  the  younger  lawyers  to  associate  with  older  men, 
already  established  in  the  profession.  This  personal  contact  was 
not  only  helpful  in  the  courtroom,  but  it  was  also  beneficial  to 
them  as  future  politicians.  Although  this  method  of  circuit- 
riding  might  have  been  professionally  beneficial,  it  was  far  from 
being  an  easy  life.  The  roads  over  which  they  traveled,  in  most 
instances,  were  rough,  and  at  times  impassable ;  accommodations 
left  much  to  be  desired ;  and  riding  on  mule  or  horse  from  court 
to  court,  often  in  freezing,  wet  weather  was  not  conducive  to 
good  health.11  Ellis  worked  diligently  at  his  profession,  and  it 
was  said  of  him  that  "He  bore  the  reputation  of  a  hard  student, 
and  the  passer-by  would  see  the  light  of  Ellis'  lamp  until  long 
after  midnight."  12 

Young  Ellis  was  favored  with  a  pleasing  personality,  hand- 
some appearance,  and  a  fine  delivery  in  speech,  making  his  suc- 
cess in  the  political  arena  almost  assured.  "By  his  diligence 
and  talents  [he]  soon  won  a  place  in  [the]  public  confidence."  13 

In  1843  Ellis  was  selected  as  a  delegate  from  Rowan  County 
to  the  Democratic  State  Convention  which  met  in  Raleigh  at 
high  noon,  on  Thursday,  December  14,  in  the  Hall  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  This  was  the  first  time  Ellis  had  had  the  oppor- 
tunity to  mingle  with  his  Democratic  brethren  from  the  four 
corners  of  North  Carolina.  This  young  man,  who  had  just  re- 
cently celebrated  his  twenty-third  birthday,  must  have  made 
quite  an  impression  on  the  old  guard  of  the  Party,  for  he  was 
appointed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Convention,  Louis  D.  Henry 
of  Wake  County,  to  the  "General  Committee  of  18,"  to  propose 
business  for  the  Convention,  an  extremely  high  honor  for  one 
so  young  in  age  and  in  service  to  the  Party.  The  Convention 
was  more  national  than  regional  in  its  outlook.  It  nominated 
Michael  Hoke  of  Lincoln  County  for  governor  on  a  platform 
opposed  to,  among  other  things,  the  National  Bank,  the  Tariff 


^Attorney's  Fees,  June  7,  1855,  signed  by  William  B.  Rodman  and  Others, 
Broadside,  North  Carolina  Collection,  University  of  North  Carolina, 
Chapel  Hill. 

"Fannie  Memory  Farmer,  "Legal  Practice  and  Ethics  in  North  Carolina, 
1820-1860,"  The  North  Carolina  Historical  Review,  XXX  (July,  1953),  331. 

"Jethro  Rumple,  A  History  of  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina  (Salisbury: 
J.  J.  Bruner,  1881),  310,  hereinafter  cited  as  Rumple,  Rowan  County. 

"Rumple,  Rowan  County,  310. 


xliv 


of  1842,  and  the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of 
public  lands.14 

On  Friday  afternoon,  December  15,  during  the  second  day  of 
the  Convention,  Ellis  was  called  on  by  the  delegates  for  a  speech. 
The  North  Carolina  Standard  reported  that : 

The  style  of  his  speech  was  eminently  classical  and  beautiful,  and 
the  substance  of  it  was  sound,  sensible,  and  practical.  It  was  de- 
voted, for  the  most  part,  to  the  necessity  which  exists  for  a  higher 
and  more  complete  system  of  organization  in  the  party;  and  on 
this  all-important  subject,  his  views  were  at  once  striking  and 
original.  He  alluded  also  to  the  question  of  the  Presidency.  He  said 
he  was  a  friend  of  Mr.  Calhoun;  he  represented  a  number  of  friends 
of  the  gentleman;  no  man  went  before  him  in  admiration  for  that 
gentleman's  great  intellect  and  spotless  purity  of  character;  but  men 
were  as  dust  in  the  balance  when  weighed  against  cardinal,  salu- 
tary, imperishable  principles.  He  was  for  the  nominee  of  the  Na- 
tional Convention,  and  he  called  upon  the  party  to  forget  everything 
but  the  safety  of  its  principles,  and  the  triumph  of  its  candidate. 
His  remarks  elicited  loud  and  reiterated  applause.15 

It  was  probably  here  at  the  Convention  that  Ellis  was  per- 
suaded by  the  leaders  of  the  Party  to  run  for  the  House  of 
Commons  from  Rowan  County  the  following  summer.  Rowan  had 
been  for  many  years  a  Whig  stronghold,  and  it  was  almost  un- 
thinkable for  a  Democrat  seriously  to  consider  breaking  that 
tradition,  but  Ellis  was  young  and  ambitious  enough  to  want 
to  try. 

On  Saturday,  June  29,  1844,  the  candidates  commenced  their 
canvass  of  the  County  at  Craige's  muster  ground  at  Salisbury. 
The  political  campaign  of  that  day  was  a  means  of  breaking  the 
monotony  of  daily  routine  by  providing  entertainment  and  so- 
cial intercourse  for  the  people.  Under  such  circumstances  it  is 
presumed  that  Craige's  muster  ground  was  bustling  with  activity 
caused  by  the  excitement  of  a  new  political  campaign  and  the 
prospect  of  being  "treated"  by  the  candidates  to  the  familiar 
jug  or  barrel  of  spirits. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  aspects  of  elections  during  this 
period  was  the  custom  of  almost  completely  ignoring  State 
issues  and  concentrating  on  national  affairs.  Candidates  for 
State  or  local  office  were  elected  on  their  stand  for  the  next 
President  of  the  United  States.  Louis  D.  Henry,  the  Democratic 
candidate  for  Governor  in  1842,  had  for  the  first  time  concen- 


uThe  North  Carolina  Standard  (Raleigh),  December  20,  1843,  herein- 
after cited  as  North  Carolina  Standard,  despite  variation  of  title  through- 
out the  years. 
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trated  on  State  issues  in  his  speeches,  and  they  had  been  well 
received  by  the  people  even  though  he  had  been  defeated  for 
office.  Ellis  decided  to  use  this  same  tactic  in  1844,  to  the 
chagrin  of  the  Whigs. 

Ellis  did  not  feel  well  the  Saturday  of  the  rally;  this  is  the 
first  official  indication  of  his  delicate  health,  which  was  to  plague 
him  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  informed  his  listeners  that 
he  was  indisposed  and  would  therefore  keep  his  remarks  brief. 
He  told  the  audience  that  he  was  opposed  to  candidates  for  the 
legislature  discussing  national  affairs  since  these  matters  rarely 
came  before  the  General  Assembly  in  Raleigh,  and  that  he  would 
deviate  from  this  practice  and  discuss  State  affairs  exclusively. 
In  his  brief  remarks  Ellis  accused  the  Whigs,  among  other 
things,  of  lending  large  sums  of  money  to  inefficient  railroads, 
thus  placing  the  State  in  a  position  to  lose  on  her  loans  to  these 
roads.  His  next  remark  was  meant  to  be  either  a  political  bomb- 
shell or  it  was  the  statement  of  an  immature  politician  of 
twenty-three  years — it  was  probably  the  former.  In  this  state- 
ment he  accused  the  last  legislature  of  having  sat  longer,  spent 
more  money,  and  done  less  than  any  which  had  preceded  it,  and 
he  stated  that  it  did  not  even  compare  with  a  common  debating 
society  of  boys.  In  deference  to  the  habit  of  discussing  national 
issues,  Ellis  indicated  that  he  was  in  favor  of  a  tariff  for  revenue 
sufficient  for  the  economical  administration  of  government,  but 
he  was  opposed  to  the  present  rates,  and  he  "was  not  in  favor 
of  the  horizontal  plan,  that  was  called  levelling  that  wouldn't 
do."  16 

The  Carolina  Watchman,  the  Whig  newspaper  in  Salisbury, 
took  Ellis  to  task  on  much  of  his  argument,  especially  the  com- 
ment comparing  the  last  legislature  with  a  boys'  debating  society. 
One  correspondent  for  the  paper  called  Ellis  "the  new  pledged 
acquisition  to  their  [Democrats]  fraternal  flock,  the  junior 
Democratic  candidate  for  our  next  Assembly."  17 

Ellis  was  encouraged  by  the  signs  of  victory  within  the  Coun- 
ty, and  comments  from  the  outside,  like  the  one  appearing  in 
the  Standard  on  July  3,  in  which  the  Democratic  editor  said 
that  "Mr.  Ellis  has  strong  men  and  strong  forces  to  contend 
against,  but  we  entertain  well-grounded  hopes  of  his  election."  18 


ieThe  Carolina  Watchman    (Salisbury),  July  6,  1844,  hereinafter  cited 
as  Carolina  Watchman. 
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The  Whigs  of  Rowan  were  beginning  to  run  scared.  The  editors 
of  the  Watchman  tried  vainly  to  stop  the  mounting  number  of 
people  gathering  in  Ellis'  camp,  and  cautioned  its  readers  not 
to  be  misled  just  because  Ellis  was  young,  handsome,  and  a 
good  speaker.19 

The  Watchman  insisted  that  John  B.  Lord,  one  of  the  Whig 
candidates  for  the  House  of  Commons,  was  a  decided  over-match 
for  Ellis,  but  it  did  concede  the  point  that  "Mr.  Ellis  is  a 
young  gentleman  of  fine  talents,  and  sustains  a  bad  cause  better 
than  any  one  had  expected  he  could.  He  is  very  courteous  in 
his  manners,  and  pleasant  in  his  address."  But  the  Watchman 
was  quick  to  warn  that  "The  greatest  objection  we  have  to  him 
is  his  Locofocoism  [name  applied  by  the  Whigs  to  the  Demo- 
crats]. .  .  .  Let  no  Whig  lay  the  flattering  unction  to  his  soul, 
therefore,  that  Mr.  Ellis,  will  support  the  great  political  meas- 
ures which  the  Whig  party  are  advocating,  and  believe  so  im- 
portant to  the  interest  of  this  great  and  glorious  country.  He 
will  not  do  it.  He  is  an  enemy  to  Whig  principles — to  Indepen- 
dent and  American  policy."  20 

All  these  admonitions  by  the  Watchman  seemed  to  go  for 
naught.  It  was  becoming  a  personal  feud  between  the  powerful 
Whig  newspaper  and  this  young  upstart,  who  appeared  to  be 
wresting  their  political  power  from  them.  The  Watchman  ac- 
cused "the  clique  at  Salisbury"  of  sending  men  out  over  the 
County  telling  Whigs  that  a  great  many  other  Whigs  in  the 
County  were  going  to  vote  for  Ellis.  The  newspaper  informed 
its  readers  that  "a  good  Whig"  had  said  to  Ellis,  "Well,  I  expect 
the  Whigs  will  get  some  Democratic  votes,  No,  responded  Mr. 
Ellis,  the  Democrats  are  too  true  to  forsake  their  party,  the 
Whigs  won't  get  a  single  one."  Ellis  denied  such  a  conversation, 
saying  that  the  editors  of  the  Watchman  had  misrepresented 
him.  The  Watchman  countered  by  saying  that  Ellis  was  angry 
because  they  had  printed  his  accusation  about  the  last  legisla- 
ture, and  some  of  the  Democrats  serving  in  that  session  did  not 
like  this  statement  since  they  had  been  included.21 

The  people  of  Rowan  County  turned  out  on  August  1  to  elect 
local  and  State  officials,  including  members  of  the  legislature. 
The  Democrats  were  jubilant  that  night  after  the  votes  had 
been  counted,  for  John  W.  Ellis  had  won  a  seat  in  the  House  of 


^Carolina  Watchman,  July  13,  1844. 
^Carolina  Watchman,  July  13,  1844. 
^Carolina  Watchman,  July  27,  1844. 
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Commons.  John  B.  Lord,  a  Whig,  led  the  ticket  with  846  votes, 
Ellis  followed  close  behind  with  817  votes,  and  William  A.  Gra- 
ham, Whig  candidate  for  Governor,  followed  with  809  votes.  It 
was  a  glorious  day  for  the  Democrats  of  Rowan  County,  all  were 
exuberantly  happy,  but  none  more  than  John  Willis  Ellis,  not 
quite  twenty-four  years  old,  and  already  a  man  ascending  by 
leaps  and  bounds  the  political  ladder  of  success.22 

Shortly  after  election  day  Ellis  journeyed  to  Philadelphia  to 
marry  Mary  White,  daughter  of  Philo  and  Nancy  White,  form- 
erly of  Salisbury.  White  was  born  in  Whitestown,  New  York,  in 
1796;  he  came  to  Salisbury  as  a  young  man,  and  founded  the 
Western  Carolinian  about  1820;  later  he  established  another 
newspaper,  the  North  Carolina  Standard  in  Raleigh ;  and  shortly 
afterward  he  removed  to  Wisconsin  and  became  prominent  in 
politics. 

Ellis  and  Miss  White  were  married  in  Philadelphia  by  the 
Reverend  Dr.  John  McDowell  on  August  25,  1844.  The  joining 
of  these  two  prominent  families  in  marriage  was  one  of  the  social 
events  of  the  season  in  Philadelphia.  A  few  days  later  the 
couple  left  her  parents  and  returned  to  North  Carolina.23 

Upon  reaching  North  Carolina  some  weeks  later,  Ellis  took 
his  bride  to  his  mother's  plantation  in  Davidson  County.  The 
couple  was  entertained  lavishly  by  numerous  friends  and  rela- 
tives. They  had  been  at  home  only  a  few  weeks,  however,  when 
tragedy  struck.  Mary  Ellis  became  ill  with  an  unknown  malady, 
possibly  typhoid  fever.  She  lingered  for  about  eight  days  and 
died  on  October  19,  1844,  not  quite  two  months  after  her  mar- 
riage to  Ellis.  She  was  buried  on  the  afternoon  of  October  20, 
in  the  "English  Grave  Yard"  in  Salisbury.  "How  desolate  is  he, 
so  soon  bereaved  of  the  wife  of  his  bosom — so  young  and  so 
lovely  r24 

John  W.  Ellis  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
November  18,  1844,  as  one  of  the  two  members  from  Rowan 
County,  in  the  sixty-ninth  year  of  the  Independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  two  days  before  his  twenty- 
fourth  birthday.  Ellis  served  actively  in  the  work  of  the  House, 
partly  out  of  duty  and  partly  out  of  loneliness.  He  was  appointed 
to  several  committees,  including  the  Standing  Committee  of 
Privileges  and  Elections.  This  Committee,  among  other  func- 


^North  Carolina  Standard,  August  7,  1844. 
^Carolina  Watchman,  September  7,  1844. 
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tions,  was  responsible  for  scrutinizing  sundry  documents  to 
determine  qualifications  when  a  seat  was  contested.  He  was  also 
appointed  to  the  Committee  of  Finance  and  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Library.  This  latter  Committee,  incidentally,  reported 
unfavorably  on  a  resolution  concerning  the  printing  of  the 
"Colonial  Documents  of  North  Carolina."  Later  during  the  ses- 
sion he  was  appointed  to  the  Joint  Select  Committee  of  each 
House  to  examine  "the  state  of  Furniture  in  the  residence  of  the 
Governor,  and  ascertain  what  additions  or  repairs  be  necessary 
thereto."  A  resolution,  resulting  from  this  committee's  work, 
appropriated  $1,000  for  the  purchase  of  furniture  for  the  "Gov- 
ernors' House."  25 

On  December  4,  1844,  the  Representative  from  Rowan  made 
his  maiden  speech  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Ellis  spoke  against 
the  memorial  of  Francis  E.  Rives  of  Virginia  who  wanted  a 
charter  to  permit  him  to  charge  the  same  rate  per  mile  on  the 
Weldon  and  Margaretsville  Railroad  as  was  charged  on  the 
Portsmouth  and  Roanoke  Railroad.  He  contended  that  the  lan- 
guage of  the  memorial  had  insulted  the  State  by  casting  reflec- 
tions upon  the  character  of  the  judiciary.  He  told  the  House 
that  being  a  Virginian  was  not  a  warrant  for  arrogance,  and 
that  North  Carolina  might  not  have  wealth,  splendor,  or  great 
public  men,  but  North  Carolina  did  have  an  honest  name  and  an 
irreproachable  character.  William  W.  Holden,  the  Editor  of  the 
Standard,  wrote  the  following  remarks  concerning  this  speech: 

We  invite  the  attention  of  the  reader  to  the  chaste  and  eloquent 
remarks  of  Mr.  Ellis,  of  Rowan,  published  in  another  column.  Mr. 
Ellis,  it  will  be  seen,  does  not  go  into  the  merits  of  the  Memorial 
but  objected  to  its  reference  on  the  ground  that  he  conceived  it  to 
be  disrespectful  and  offensive  in  its  tone  and  character.  Mr.  Ellis 
is  yet  young  in  the  service  of  the  State,  but  such  men  honor  the  old 
Commonwealth  while  they  serve  it.  We  hail  him  as  a  bright  light  in 
the  public  councils,  and  predict  for  him  a  career  alike  happy  and 
successful.26 

On  the  day  after  Christmas,  Ellis  delivered  a  major  speech 
in  the  House  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  foreclosure  of  the  mort- 
gage of  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston  Railroad.  In  this  speech  Ellis 
made  a  stinging  attack  on  the  Whigs  and  their  handling  of  this 
Railroad.  He  contended  that  the  State  would  lose  a  half  million 
dollars  or  more  if  the  legislature  authorized  the  foreclosure, 


^Journals  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Commons  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  State  of  North  Carolina  at  its  Session  in  1844-45,  360,  378,  380,  485, 
540,  hereinafter  cited  as  Senate  and  House  Journals,  with  date. 
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because  the  Whigs  had  lent  money  to  an  insolvent  company,  and 
now  they  wanted  to  foreclose  and  buy  the  road  for  the  State.  This 
speech  was  printed  in  the  Standard  on  February  5,  1845,  and 
again  on  May  27,  1846,  to  be  used  as  campaign  literature  against 
the  Whigs.27  The  State  lost  nearly  a  million  dollars  on  this  Rail- 
road before  it  was  finally  reorganized  in  1851. 

Governor  John  M.  Morehead,  in  his  message  to  the  General 
Assembly,  had  strongly  recommended  the  establishment  of  the 
penitentiary  system  in  the  State.  This  proposal  was  sent  to  a 
legislative  committee  for  investigation,  and  it  was  favorably 
reported  out  of  this  committee  with  a  recommendation  for  a 
direct  tax  in  four  annual  installments  of  $25,000  per  annum, 
necessitating  an  additional  tax  of  three  cents  on  land  and  eight 
cents  on  polls.  Further,  they  recommended  that  the  people 
should  express  their  will  in  this  matter  by  voting  on  it  at  the 
next  election  for  members  of  the  General  Assembly.  Ellis  opposed 
this  scheme  with  the  vigor  of  a  seasoned  politician,  reminding 
the  House  that  the  members  were  sent  to  Raleigh  to  enact  laws, 
not  to  sit  as  a  Committee  of  Propositions  to  propound  questions 
to  be  decided  at  the  ballot  box.  Sending  this  proposition  of  a 
penitentiary  or  no  penitentiary  to  the  people,  he  said,  indicated 
a  fear  of  legislative  responsibility  and  a  desire  of  the  legislators 
to  shrink  from  their  responsibility. 

The  Milton  Chronicle,  a  Whig  newspaper,  said  that  this  speech 
by  Ellis  was  a  "multum  in  parvo,"  and  that  Ellis  was  worthy  of 
a  seat  in  the  General  Assembly  as  long  as  he  wanted  it  no  matter 
whether  he  be  called  Democrat  or  Whig.28  The  Whigs  wanted 
to  oblige  the  Governor  by  recommending  his  penitentiary  sys- 
tem, but  they  did  not  want  the  responsibility  for  levying  new 
taxes;  Ellis  was  anxious  for  them  to  accept  this  responsibility. 
He  failed  to  accomplish  this  purpose,  and  the  proposition  went 
to  the  people  in  1846 ;  it  was  defeated  by  an  overwhelming  vote. 

Early  in  1845,  when  the  General  Assembly  adjourned,  Ellis 
returned  to  Salisbury  to  his  law  practice  and  his  sad  memories. 

Ellis  was  again  a  delegate  from  Rowan  County  to  the  Demo- 
cratic State  Convention  when  it  met  on  January  8,  1846,  in 
Raleigh.  Along  with  several  other  prominent  Democrats  he 
addressed  the  Convention.  The  Standard  said  of  this  speech, 
"He  touched  with  his  accustomed  animation  and  ability  upon 
various  public  questions,  and  concluded  by  enforcing  upon  the 


27North  Carolina  Standard,  February  5,  1845. 
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party  the  importance  of  energy  and  organization  in  the  ensuing 
campaign.  Mr.  Ellis,"  the  paper  continued,  "is  still  a  young 
man,  and  has  served  with  credit  to  himself  and  his  Country  in 
the  State  Legislature.  His  course  is  upward — and  may  fortune 
smile  upon  his  path."  Ellis  was  appointed,  along  with  the  Party 
elite,  a  member  of  the  Democratic  State  Committee,  which  con- 
sisted of  12  members.29 

In  the  Watchman  of  May  8,  1846,  Ellis  announced  his  inten- 
tion to  run  for  re-election  to  the  House  of  Commons.  Charles  F. 
Fisher  was  selected  to  run  with  him  on  the  Democratic  ticket. 
The  editors  of  this  Whig  newspaper  told  their  readers  that  this 
was  a  very  strong  ticket,  and  that  the  Democrats  were  con- 
sequently assuming  the  attitude  of  "we  have  you  now !"  But  the 
Watchman  called  such  people  "Deluded  mortals !"  It  went  on  to 
say,  "It  is  true,  Mr.  Ellis  was  elected  two  years  ago,  but  that 
is  no  reason  he  should  be  re-elected.  .  .  ."  30 

Rowan  County,  in  1846,  was  the  only  county  without  a  Free 
School  System.  She  had  never  drawn  from  the  State  Treasury 
her  proportionate  share  of  the  School  Fund.  The  Whigs  con- 
tended that  Ellis  had  promised  two  years  before  when  he  first 
ran  for  election  to  bring  home  to  Rowan  her  share  of  the  money, 
even  though  she  had  no  Free  School  System.  He  tried,  they 
said,  but  could  not  do  it  because  this  money  could  not  be  used 
for  anything  but  a  Free  School.  The  Whigs  taunted  him  with 
this  failure.  The  Watchman  warned,  "The  people  should  not 
submit  to  mean  and  palpable  deception  on  the  part  of  candi- 
dates." 31 

On  Saturday,  June  27,  1846,  at  Craige's  muster  ground,  the 
Rowan  County  candidates  for  the  legislature  met  and  delivered 
their  first  addresses  to  the  people.  The  Whig  editors  of  the 
Watchman,  in  referring  to  their  candidate  Dr.  Pleasant  Hender- 
son, said,  "The  Democratic  candidates,  will  have  a  very  'ugly 
customer'  in  the  person  of  a  most  accomplished,  and  gentlemanly 
man.  The  Doctor  is  about  as  good  in  politics  as  he  is  in  physic; 
and  about  as  good  in  debate  as  he  is  in  either."  They  conceded, 
however,  that,  "Mr.  Ellis  sustained  his  character  as  a  speaker." 
In  his  speech,  Ellis  said  that  he  was  opposed  to  a  penitentiary, 
to  the  State's  endorsement  of  railroad  bonds,  and  to  the  Tariff 
of  1842. 
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He  claimed  a  glorious  triumph  for  the  Democrats  in  the  set- 
tlement of  the  Oregon  question,  and  he  praised  President  James 
Knox  Polk  for  his  war  against  Mexico  and  General  Zachary  Tay- 
lor for  his  victories  of  May  8  and  9.  The  Watchman  said  that 
Major  Ellis  "spreads  himself '  over  this  victory,  probably  mean- 
ing that  Ellis  was  carried  away  with  this  part  of  his  speech. 
Ellis  further  stated  that  if  the  people  would  return  him  to  the 
House  of  Commons  that  he  would  support  a  tax  on  professional 
men  rather  than  levying  taxes  on  property.  This  would  be  a 
luxury  tax.32 

This  bold  political  maneuver  on  the  part  of  Ellis  in  proposing 
a  luxury  tax  elicited  the  following  comment  from  the  Watchman: 
"His  tax  on  lawyers,  doctors  and  carriages,  is  about  as  likely  to 
be  adopted  by  the  Legislature,  as  was  his  resolution  to  give 
Kowan  her  portion  of  the  school  money.',  33  Later,  the  Watchman 
again  referred  to  this  tax  as  "pure  humbug,  just  like  the  Major's 
promise  to  get  the  School  Fund."  34 

On  August  6,  1846,  the  people  of  Rowan  County  voted,  re- 
turning Ellis  to  the  House  of  Commons  for  a  second  term.  The 
vote  was  lighter  than  it  had  been  two  years  previous.  Issac 
Ribelin,  a  Whig,  received  796  votes ;  Ellis  777  votes ;  Henderson, 
a  Whig,  743  votes;  and  Fisher,  a  Democrat,  734  votes.  Rowan 
was  again  represented  by  a  Whig  and  a  Democrat  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  The  Watchman,  commenting  on  the  election,  said 
that,  "Mr.  Ellis  has  slipped  in  by  the  'skin  of  his  teeth/  and  may 
regard  his  fate  as  sealed  hereafter.  Mark  it."  35 

The  General  Assembly  convened  on  November  16,  1846.  Ellis 
was  appointed  to  several  important  committees  including  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  the  Committee  to  Divide  the  State 
into  Nine  Judicial  Circuits,  and  the  Committee  on  an  Agricul- 
ture, Geological  and  Mineralogical  Survey  of  the  State.  He  was 
active  in  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  holding  of  a 
session  of  the  Supreme  Court  once  a  year  in  the  western  part 
of  the  State,  and  he  introduced  legislation  for  the  improvement 
of  the  navigation  of  the  Yadkin  River.36 

The  Democrats  had  been  very  gratified  with  the  congressional 
elections  of  1845,  at  which  time  they  had  won  six  of  the  nine 
seats.  The  Whig  leaders  in  the  General  Assembly  of  1846  de- 
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tided,  therefore,  to  redistrict  the  State  to  insure  Whig  control  of 
the  congressional  delegation  in  the  next  election.  Under  the 
leadership  of  Kenneth  Rayner,  who  was  Chairman  of  the  Joint 
Select  Committee  on  Redisricting,  a  bill  was  reported  out  of 
this  Committee  to  repeal  the  act  ratified  January  17,  1843,  which 
had  set  up  the  congressional  districts.  Ellis  led  the  Democratic 
opposition  against  what  they  called  "Raynermandering"  the 
State.  In  response,  the  Whigs  contended  that  they  were  only 
attempting  to  undo  the  "gerrymandering"  of  the  Democrats.37 

In  his  attack  of  this  Bill  on  December  10,  1846,  Ellis  pointed 
out  that  the  United  States  Constitution  provided  for  congres- 
sional allotment  every  ten  years  after  the  census  and  the  General 
Assembly  had  no  right  to  do  it  now.  He  said  that  if  one  legis- 
lature could  redistrict  for  its  own  purpose,  the  next  legislature 
with  a  different  party  in  power  could  do  the  same  thing.  He 
contended  that  such  an  important  proposal  should  be  submitted 
to  the  people  for  their  approval  or  disapproval.  Two  years  ago, 
he  contended,  the  Whigs  had  submitted  the  prison  system  bill 
to  the  people  but  now  they  were  afraid  to  do  so  after  the  people 
had  vetoed  their  prison  bill.38  On  this  last  point  the  Whigs  took 
Ellis  to  task,  because  of  his  stand  two  years  earlier  against 
submitting  anything  to  the  people.  The  Raleigh  Register,  a 
Whig  newspaper,  said  that  Ellis  was  a  man  of  much  talent,  but 
in  arguing  against  this  bill  he  was  a  strong  man  in  a  morass.39 

In  commenting  on  Ellis'  speech  on  redistricting,  the  Standard 
said,  "Mr.  Ellis  of  Rowan,  addressed  the  House  for  more  than 
an  hour  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  in  strains  of  argument  and 
eloquence,  which  added  to  his  former  reputation  as  an  able  and 
effective  public  speaker."  40  Later  his  speech  was  printed  in  full 
on  the  front  page  of  the  Standard.  The  Editor  asked  that  the 
Whigs  give  the  speech  "a  calm  and  patient  perusal." 41  Yet 
despite  the  herculean  effort  by  Ellis  and  the  Democrats  the  Bill 
passed. 

A  few  days  before  Christmas,  Ellis  was  his  Party's  choice  for 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons.  Edward  Stanley,  who  was 
elected  Attorney  General,  had  resigned  the  office  of  Speaker. 


37Clarence  C.  Norton,  The  Democratic  Party  in  Ante-Bellum  North 
Carolina,  1835-1861  (Chapel  Hill:  The  University  of  North  Carolina  Press 
[Volume  21  of  The  James  Sprunt  Studies  in  History  and  Political  Science], 
1930),  145,  hereinafter  cited  as  Norton,  Democratic  Party. 
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Robert  B.  Gillian,  a  Whig,  received  65  votes  and  was  elected; 
Ellis  received  38  votes;  and  Gaston  H.  Wilder,  one  vote.  This 
evidence  of  respect  on  the  part  of  his  party  was  probably  partly 
due  to  his  speech  against  redistricting. 

At  this  time  talk  of  the  Mexican  War  was  on  every  lip,  and 
Ellis  wished  to  win  in  battle  the  brilliant  success  that  he  had 
already  won  on  the  political  stage.  In  a  very  unprecedented 
article,  the  Editor  of  the  Standard  made  the  following  remarks 
about  Ellis  going  to  the  War: 

Maj.  Ellis,  we  understand,  belongs  to  the  Rowan  Company,  which  is 
first  on  the  roll  of  the  Adjutant  General  for  the  Mexican  War;  and 
we  learn  that  he  contemplates  leaving  for  Mexico  as  a  private  in  that 
Company.  He  will  leave  behind  him  many  gratifying  recollections  of 
his  accomplishments  as  a  gentleman,  as  well  as  of  his  ability  at  the 
bar,  and  his  devotion  to  the  public  interests  as  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Commons ;  and  we  hope  that  some  higher  post  than  that  of  a  private 
will  be  awarded  him — if  indeed  any  position  can  be  higher  than  that 
of  a  common  soldier,  who  shoulders  his  musket  and  goes  forward  to 
encounter  the  privations  of  the  camp  and  the  long  and  painful 
marches  of  the  campaign.  With  such  men  as  Wilson,  Ellis,  and  Wilder 
voluntarily  giving  up  their  seats  in  the  Legislature,  cheerfully  staking 
their  lives  for  the  country  in  a  contest  with  a  perfidious  enemy  in  a 
foreign  land,  North  Carolina  will  truly  present  a  noble  spectacle  to 
the  citizens  of  other  States.  The  blood  of  1775  is  up,  and  the  Old 
North  is  ready,  as  she  has  ever  been,  to  stand  up  and  stand  forward 
in  the  hour  of  trial.42 

The  company  was  accepted  on  December  21, 1846,  and  marched 
off  to  Charlotte  on  the  last  day  of  December,  where  it  was 
ordered  to  rendezvous.  Here  they  waited  for  three  weeks  for  an 
officer  of  the  United  States  to  muster  them  into  service  and  pro- 
vide them  with  camp  equipment.  "They  became  impatient — 
dissatisfied  and  restless  on  account  of  the  tardiness  of  the  gov- 
ernment Officer,  and  their  poor  accommodations  .  .  .  until  finally 
the  whole  company,  with  some  eight  or  ten  exceptions,  left  the 
Camp."43 

After  this  fiasco,  Ellis  decided  to  attempt  to  raise  his  own 
company.  The  Watchman  said  of  his  effort  that  "John  W.  Ellis, 
Esq.  has  put  his  hand  to  the  work  of  collecting  the  men,  and 
obtaining  others  if  necessary,  to  form  a  company,  and  possessing 
as  he  does  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens  here,  we  cannot 
doubt  his  success."  44  He  failed,  nonetheless,  to  raise  a  company. 

A  period  of  depression  now  occurred  in  the  life  of  young  Ellis. 
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He  had  wanted  to  participate  in  the  Mexican  War,  but  had 
failed  in  that  objective.  After  this,  he  considered  moving  to  St. 
Louis,  Missouri,  assured  by  friends  in  that  place,  who  were 
originally  from  Salisbury,  of  making  good  at  the  Bar.45  Later, 
his  father-in-law  urged  him  to  come  out  to  Wisconsin  to  try 
his  fortune.46  Ellis  was  disappointed  with  the  turn  of  events, 
but  he  decided  to  remain  in  Salisbury  and  continue  with  his 
law  practice. 

During  this  period  Ellis  was  urged  by  many  prominent  men, 
Archibald  Henderson  of  Salisbury  among  them,  to  run  for  the 
State  Senate  which  he  declined  to  do.47  His  reputation  as  a 
strong,  forceful  speaker  was  widely  known,  and  he  was  con- 
tinually called  on  to  speak  before  political  gatherings,  and  aca- 
demic societies,  and  upon  patriotic  occasions.  His  correspond- 
ence with  the  leaders  of  the  Democratic  Party  indicated  their 
respect  for  this  youthful  politician.  His  mail  often  brought  a 
request  from  some  student  society  among  the  colleges  of  this 
State  or  from  those  of  Virginia  for  the  honor  of  making  him  an 
honorary  member.  This  particular  time  seems  to  be  the  turning 
point  of  Ellis'  life.  He  was  shedding  the  role  of  amateur  and 
taking  the  position  of  a  professional  politician,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  twenty-seven. 

Ellis  was  again  nominated  for  the  House  of  Commons  by  the 
Democrats  of  Rowan  on  June  10,  1848.  This  decision  was  greeted 
with  enthusiasm,  not  only  by  the  party  faithful  in  Rowan,  but 
by  the  Party  in  other  sections  of  the  State.  The  Editor  of  the 
Standard  in  making  the  following  statement  represented  the 
views  of  the  Party  throughout  the  State  when  he  said,  "We  are 
highly  gratified  to  see  Maj.  Ellis  again  in  the  field,  and  we  hope 
the  people  of  Rowan  will  stand  by  a  public  servant  who  is  so 
well  qualified  to  watch  over  their  interests,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  give  weight  and  dignity  to  the  Legislative  councils."  48 

The  campaign  was  begun  in  earnest  on  Saturday,  June  24, 
1848,  with  the  Watchman,  as  usual,  out  to  "get"  Ellis.  He  had 
been  a  "stone  in  their  craw"  for  too  long,  and  the  paper  was  de- 
termined to  defeat  him  once  and  for  all.  The  editors  of  this 
newspaper  urged  their  readers  to  be  confident,  because  they  said 
that  the  supporters  of  Ellis  were  not  coming  to  his  aid  this  time. 
He  was,  they  cried,  "the  only  Locofoco  [Democrat]  ever  elected 
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in  our  County.  .  .  ."  49  and  the  time  was  ripe  for  getting  rid  of 
this  odd  phenomenon.  But  the  Whigs  failed  to  defeat  Ellis  at  the 
polls,  and  he  was  returned  to  the  House  of  Commons  for  a 
third  consecutive  term.50  The  Whigs  made  no  further  boasts 
about  getting  Ellis  at  the  next  election. 

The  legislature  convened  in  Raleigh  on  Monday,  November  20, 
1848.  In  later  years  this  particular  session  was  to  be  recognized 
as  a  turning  point  in  the  life  of  North  Carolina  because  of  its 
far-reaching  legislation  in  the  field  of  internal  improvements, 
especially  railroad  building  and  in  the  field  of  caring  for  the 
insane  of  the  State.  It  is  worthy  to  note  that  John  W.  Ellis  was 
responsible  for  both  of  these  bills,  one  directly  and  the  other 
indirectly. 

The  western  section  of  North  Carolina,  at  this  time,  was  suf- 
fering from  the  lack  of  adequate  means  of  transportation.  Ellis 
had  been  a  delegate  to  the  Railroad  Convention  held  in  Char- 
lotte during  the  latter  part  of  April,  1847,  at  which  time  it  was 
proposed  that  the  construction  of  the  Charlotte  and  South  Caro- 
lina Railroad  was  an  object  of  utmost  importance  to  the  welfare 
of  the  two  Carolinas,  especially  western  North  Carolina.  It  was 
also  proposed  at  the  same  meeting  that  a  connection  with  Dan- 
ville, Virginia,  was  becoming  increasingly  important  to  the 
Charlotte  and  South  Carolina  Railroad  Company.51 

On  Monday,  November  27,  1848,  one  week  after  the  General 
Assembly  had  convened,  Ellis  introduced  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Charlotte  and  Danville  Railroad  Company.  This  "Danville 
Scheme"  as  it  was  called,  was  to  be  financed,  not  by  State 
funds  but  by  the  Charlotte  and  South  Carolina  Railroad  Com- 
pany. The  only  thing  the  Democrats  wanted  from  the  legisla- 
ture was  a  "naked"  charter.  The  bill  passed  its  first  reading  and 
was  referred  to  committee,  and  was  later  reported  out  of  this 
committee  as  favorable.  Edward  Stanley,  Whig  member  of  the 
House  from  Beaufort  County,  violently  objected  to  what  he  called 
the  "Danville  Sale."  He  condemned  the  road  and  said  that  it 
would  drain  trade  and  commerce  from  western  North  Carolina 
into  Virginia.52 


^Carolina  Watchman,  June  29,  1848. 

^Carolina  Watchman,  August  10,  1848. 

eiHugh  Talmage  Lefler  and  Albert  Ray  Newsome,  North  Carolina:  The 
History  of  a  Southern  State  (Chapel  Hill:  The  University  of  North  Caro- 
lina Press,  revised  edition,  1963),  348,  hereinafter  cited  as  Lefler  and 
Newsome,  North  Carolina. 

52Samuel  A.  Ashe,  History  of  North  Carolina  (Greensboro:  Charles  L. 
Van  Noppen,  Volume  I;  Raleigh:  Edwards  and  Broughton  Company,  Vol- 
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Later  in  the  session  a  compromise  was  reached  and  the  North 
Carolina  Railroad  Company  was  chartered  with  the  State  sub- 
scribing $2,000,000  and  private  individuals  $1,000,000.  The  Rail- 
road went  from  Goldsboro  to  Raleigh,  Hillsboro,  Greensboro, 
Salisbury,  Concord,  and  Charlotte.  "The  223-mile  railroad  was 
opened  to  trains  in  January,  1856 — the  greatest  enterprise  in 
which  the  government  of  North  Carolina  had  ever  partici- 
pated." 53  It  was  the  "Danville  Scheme,"  introduced  by  Ellis, 
which  frightened  the  East  into  compromising  with  the  West  to 
give  the  people  a  North  Carolina  system  of  railroads. 

Dorothea  L.  Dix  of  Boston,  who  had  championed  the  cause  for 
proper  care  of  the  insane  throughout  the  United  States,  arrived 
in  North  Carolina  in  1848.  Miss  Dix  spent  several  weeks 
investigating  the  care  provided  for  the  mentally  ill  in  the  State. 
She  found,  as  she  did  in  other  States,  deplorable  conditions  for 
the  care  of  these  pitiful  creatures.  It  was  estimated  that  there 
were  more  than  1,000  such  persons  in  North  Carolina  in  1848. 
She  found  them  confined  in  jails,  dungeons,  and  county  poor- 
houses,  though  most  of  them  were  confined  in  the  dwellings  of 
private  families,  without  proper  medical  care  to  help  reinstate 
them  into  society.  The  more  fortunate  ones  were  sent  to  institu- 
tions outside  the  State.54 

After  her  examination  of  the  facilities  for  the  care  of  the 
insane  in  this  State,  Miss  Dix  prepared  a  memorial  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  legislature  urging  them  to  construct  an  asylum. 
She  was  informed  by  many  people  that  her  cause  was  hopeless, 
because  the  Democrats  had  no  desire  to  spend  money;  and  the 
Whigs  had  no  desire  even  to  discuss  the  problem  during  the 
present  session  of  the  legislature. 

Miss  Dix  would  not  be  dismayed  by  what  appeared  to  be  in- 
surmountable obstacles.  Early  one  morning,  a  few  days  after 
the  legislature  had  convened,  she  called  the  leading  Democrats 
to  the  Mansion  House  where  she  was  staying.  "Gentlemen,"  she 
said,  "here  is  the  document  I  have  prepared  for  your  Assembly. 
I  desire  you,  sir,  to  present  it,"  giving  the  document  to  John  W. 
Ellis,  whom  she  called  a  "Democrat  popular  with  his  party," 
and  turning  to  the  other  members  of  the  astonished  delegation, 
she  said,  "and  you,  gentlemen,  you,  I  expect,  will  sustain  the 
motion  this  gentleman  will  make  to  print  the  same."  55 


^Lefler  and  Newsome,  North  Carolina,  349. 

^Helen  E.  Marshall,  Dorothea  Dix,  Forgotten  Samaritan  (Chapel  Hill: 
The  University  of  North  Carolina  Press,  1937),  116,  hereinafter  cited  as 
Marshall,  Dorothea  Dix. 

^Marshall,  Dorothea  Dix,  117. 

lvii 


On  Tuesday,  November  28,  1848,  Ellis  presented  the  memorial 
from  Miss  Dix  soliciting  a  State  Hospital  for  the  protection  and 
care  of  the  insane.  It  was  sent  to  the  Senate  with  a  proposition 
to  print  12  copies  for  each  member  of  the  legislature,  and  refer 
it  to  a  Joint  Select  Committee  of  seven  members  from  each 
House.  The  following  day  the  Senate  agreed  to  the  proposition. 

Ellis,  chairman  of  the  Joint  Committee,  reported  out  a  bill 
on  December  8,  1848,  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  a 
State  Hospital  for  the  Insane.  It  was  read  the  first  time  and 
passed  and  made  the  order  of  business  for  Tuesday,  December 
19.  When  the  Bill  came  up  for  consideration  on  that  day,  Ellis, 
who  had  been  its  champion  from  the  beginning,  was  absent.  He 
had  been  elected  a  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  several  days 
earlier  on  Saturday,  December  16.  Consequently,  the  Bill  suf- 
fered from  lack  of  leadership.  Section  Five  of  the  Bill  was  de- 
leted. This  section  provided  for  the  raising  of  money  for  the 
Asylum;  the  omission  of  this  section  meant  the  Bill  was  dead. 
On  Thursday,  December  21,  Kenneth  Rayner  moved  to  amend 
the  Bill  to  insert  Section  Five,  but  his  efforts  were  in  vain.56 

Louisa  Dobbin,  wife  of  James  C.  Dobbin,  leader  of  the  Demo- 
cratic Party,  became  seriously  ill  shortly  after  the  session  began. 
Miss  Dix  became  her  constant  companion  and  nurse.  Shortly 
before  she  died,  Mrs.  Dobbin  asked  Miss  Dix  what  she  might  do 
for  her  in  return  for  her  kindness.  Miss  Dix  requested  only  one 
thing,  "Ask  your  husband  to  speak  in  favor  of  the  hospital  bill." 
Louisa  Dobbin  died  on  December  18,  and  on  December  22,  James 
C.  Dobbin  carried  out  his  promise  to  his  dying  wife.  His  elo- 
quence so  moved  the  House  that  it  passed  the  Bill  by  a  vote  of 
91  to  10,  with  provisions  for  raising  the  money  for  it  by  tax- 
ation.57 

On  Saturday,  December  16,  1848,  at  one  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, John  W.  Ellis,  who  had  only  recently  celebrated  his  twenty- 
eighth  birthday,  was  elected  a  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court  of 
North  Carolina  by  the  General  Assembly.  Ellis  received  85  votes, 
and  William  H.  Battle  received  82  votes.  The  Democrats  were 
jubilant.  The  Standard  announced  that: 

We  record  this  election  with  high  gratification.  Mr.  Ellis  is  not  only 
one  of  the  ablest  but  one  of  the  most  deserving  young  men  in  the 
State ;  and  we  have  no  doubt  that  he  will  discharge,  in  the  most  satis- 
factory manner,  the  duties  of  the  office  to  which  he  has  been  elevated 
by  the  kind  partiality  of  his  friends. 


"Senate  and  House  Journals,  18^8-1849,  392,  401,  518,  529,  535-538. 
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We  learn  that  it  has  been  urged  that  Mr.  Ellis  is  too  young  for 
the  office.  To  this  we  reply,  that  we  believe  .  .  .  that  no  man  can  be 
too  young  to  serve  his  country  in  any  station,  provided  he  is  qualified, 
by  acquirements  and  talents,  and  according  to  the  Constitution.58 

The  Whigs,  on  the  other  hand,  were  anything  but  jubilant. 
William  H.  Battle,  one  of  the  outstanding  judicial  figures  of  the 
State,  had  just  been  defeated  by  a  twenty-eight-year-old  poli- 
tician. To  add  insult  to  injury,  he  was  defeated  with  the  help 
of  four  Whigs  who  voted  for  the  Democratic  candidate.  In  com- 
menting on  the  election,  the  Raleigh  Register,  a  Whig  news- 
paper, said,  "This  result  will  doubtless  take  everyone  by  sur- 
prise ...  it  is  an  election  at  which  the  Whigs  feel  vexed,  and 
the  Democrats  ashamed !"  59 

The  Whigs,  however,  refused  to  accept  defeat  gracefully; 
instead  they  decided  to  try  to  embarrass  Ellis  and  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  over  this  election.  On  Tuesday,  December  19,  Ed- 
ward Stanley  presented  a  resolution  instructing  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  to  inform  the  Honorable  John  W.  Ellis  of  his  elec- 
tion as  a  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  and  request  his  accept- 
ance of  the  same.  The  idea  back  of  this  resolution  was  to  force 
Ellis  to  resign  from  the  House  of  Commons  before  he  could 
resign  voluntarily. 

Daniel  W.  Courts,  Democratic  member  of  the  House  from 
Rockingham  County,  immediately  jumped  to  his  feet  to  protest 
this  resolution,  saying,  "It  was  customary  when  gentlemen  were 
elected  to  any  office,  who  held  seats  on  that  floor  to  allow  them 
to  serve  out  the  session  and  discharge  their  duty  to  their  con- 
stituents. "  He  further  stated,  with  tongue  in  cheek,  that  he 
could  not  understand  the  reasoning  back  of  this  resolution. 
Stanley's  reply  was  that  "He  thought  he  had  reasons  as  plenty 
as  blackberries  for  the  course  he  had  entered  upon/'  The  best 
one,  he  contended,  was  that  a  judge  belonged  to  the  people  of 
the  whole  State,  and  not  just  to  the  constituents  of  one  county; 
and  that  he  was  needed  on  the  bench  at  once,  not  after  the 
session  was  over. 

The  next  day,  Wednesday,  the  resolution  was  again  taken  up 
by  the  House.  Courts  accused  Stanley  of  proceeding  on  a  very 
indelicate  course.  "The  gentleman  from  Beaufort,  however, 
seemed  to  think,"  continued  Courts,  "that  there  was  an  urgent 
necessity  for  the  presence  of  Judge  Ellis  in  Salisbury."  But, 
Courts  said,  Stanley  really  did  not  care  where  Ellis  went  as  long 
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as  he  would  just  leave.  The  Democrats  were  of  the  opinion  that 
the  Whigs  not  only  wanted  to  discomfit  Ellis  and  the  Party,  but 
they  were  also  anxious  for  him  to  vacate  his  seat  immediately. 
They  felt  that  another  Rowan  County  election  would  result  in 
the  victory  of  a  Whig  in  the  place  of  this  Democrat. 

Courts  called  for  a  vote  on  the  resolution  the  next  day,  Thurs- 
day, December  21.  He  said  that  Ellis  was  in  an  embarrassing 
situation  because  he  was  prevented  by  this  resolution  from  tak- 
ing such  action  as  he  might  otherwise  be  disposed  to  take.  In- 
timating that  Ellis  was  just  before  resigning  when  the  resolu- 
tion was  introduced,  he  explained  that  Ellis  could  not  while 
discussion  was  going  on  because  this  would  mean  a  resignation 
under  pressure.  Stanley  apologized  at  this  point,  and  said  that 
he  had  not  meant  the  resolution  to  disconcert  the  gentleman 
from  Rowan.  He  further  indicated  that  he  would  not  object,  un- 
der the  circumstances,  to  laying  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Immediately  several  Democrats  were  on  their  feet  to  object 
to  tabling  the  resolution.  They  wanted  it  withdrawn,  not  tabled. 
Stanley  said  that  he  would  agree  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  but  he 
would  not  withdraw  it.  The  principal  objection  the  Democrats 
had  to  laying  the  resolution  on  the  table  was  that  it  could  be 
brought  up  again,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Whigs,  to  perplex  the 
Democrats. 

Samuel  J.  Person,  member  of  the  House  from  Moore  County, 
in  a  few  remarks  made  on  the  floor,  contended  that  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  did  not  leave  Ellis  free  to  act.  The  resolution, 
he  said,  made  it  appear  that  the  Whigs  were  trying  to  force 
Ellis  out  of  his  seat. 

The  question  was  finally  called  for  on  the  motion  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative  with 
47  ayes  to  63  noes.  This  was  definitely  a  victory  for  Ellis  and 
the  Democrats,  indicating  strength  for  their  cause;  therefore 
Walter  L.  Steele,  member  of  the  House  from  Richmond  County, 
moved  immediately  that  the  matter  be  indefinitely  postponed,  in 
effect  killing  the  resolution,  and  he  was  sustained  by  66  ayes, 
in  favor  to  41  noes,  opposed. 

Later  this  same  day  "The  speaker  laid  before  the  House  a 
communication  from  the  Hon.  John  W.  Ellis,  resigning  his  seat 
as  a  member  of  the  Commons  from  Rowan,  and  signifying  his 
acceptance  of  the  office  of  a  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  which 
had  been  bestowed  upon  him  by  the  Legislature."  Thereupon,  the 
Speaker  issued  a  writ  of  election  to  the  Sheriff  of  Rowan  County 
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to  hold  an  election  for  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  to 
fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Ellis.60 

A  new  election  was  held  in  Rowan  County  for  the  seat  in  the 
House  of  Commons  from  which  Ellis  had  resigned.  The  Watch- 
man cried,  "Let  the  Whigs  do  their  duty  on  Friday ;  and  Rowan, 
so  long  misrepresented  by  a  Democrat  will  be  brought  back  to 
her  consistency,  and  will  stand,  as  she  ought,  with  an  entire 
Whig  representation  in  the  Legislature."  61  On  December  29, 
H.  C.  Jones,  the  Whig  candidate,  defeated  Charles  F.  Fisher, 
the  Democratic  candidate. 

The  four  Whigs  who  were  instrumental  in  the  election  of 
Ellis  to  the  Superior  Court  bench,  by  casting  their  vote  for  him, 
were  John  Blackburn  and  Anderson  Nicholson  from  Stokes 
County,  Reuben  Mast  from  Ashe  County,  and  Henry  Walser 
from  Davidson  County.  None  of  these  men  was  returned  to  the 
next  General  Assembly,  and  only  one,  Henry  Walser,  ever  re- 
turned to  Raleigh  as  a  member  of  the  Assembly,  and  only  then 
after  six  years.  These  men  paid  a  heavy  price  for  voting  for  a 
Democrat.62 

The  Whigs  were  very  angry  over  the  outcome  of  the  election. 
They  could  not  understand  why  anyone  would  vote  for  Ellis  over 
Battle.  A  correspondent  of  the  Fayetteville  Observer  said  of  the 
election : 

This  I  conceive  to  be  the  crying  shame  of  this  Legislature !  To  elevate 
to  a  Judgeship  Mr.  Ellis  over  one  who  has  occupied  a  seat  on  both  the 
Superior  and  Supreme  Court  Bench,  is  to  me  perfectly  incomprehen- 
sible! and  that,  too  by  Whig  votes!  !  Mr.  Ellis  is  a  young  gentleman 
of  respectable  talents,  it  is  true;  but  he  has  no  pretensions  to  the 
legal  attainments  and  ability  of  his  distinguished  competitor;  and 
besides,  he  is  a  bitter  partizan,  and  but  just  emerged  from  a  canvass 
in  which  he  abused  the  Whig  party  and  their  candidate  without 
stint — and  yet  he  is  elevated  to  be  Judge,  over  a  good  Whig  (though 
not  a  partizan  brawler,)  one  of  the  purest  men  in  the  State,  and  of 
abilities  and  legal  lore  surpassed  by  few,  and  that  too  by  Whig  votes! 
"Gracious  Heaven !  have  we  come  to  this,"  that  to  secure  their  support, 
it  is  only  necessary  to  abuse  the  Whigs?  Verily,  it  would  seem  so.63 

Of  the  four  Whigs  who  voted  for  Ellis,  only  Henry  Walser 
from  Davidson  County,  after  being  brutally  castigated  by  the 
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Whig  press,  attempted  to  defend  his  position  in  a  speech  on  the 
floor  of  the  House.  He  said  that  when  the  House  commenced  to 
ballot  for  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  on  December  4,  there 
were  three  candidates  for  the  office :  William  H.  Battle,  the  in- 
cumbent, Richmond  M.  Pearson,  and  Robert  Strange.  Battle  and 
Pearson  (both  Whigs)  tied  on  the  first  ballot  with  the  actual 
vote  being  Battle,  33 ;  Pearson,  33 ;  and  Strange  52.  As  the  con- 
tinuous voting  progressed,  Walser  continued,  Pearson  started 
gaining.  On  Friday,  December  8,  the  vote  was  Battle,  14;  Pear- 
son, 48;  and  Strange,  57.  This  voting  consumed  much  valuable 
time,  and  the  business  of  the  legislature  was  almost  nonexistent. 
To  expedite  the  business  of  the  Assembly,  Walser,  on  Decem- 
ber 11,  proposed  to  four  Democrats  that  if  they  would  vote  for 
Pearson,  then  he  (Walser)  and  two  other  Whigs  would  vote  for 
a  Democrat  to  fill  the  vacancy  on  the  Superior  Court  occasioned 
by  the  election  of  Pearson.  This  was  agreed  to  by  the  Democrats 
and  Pearson  was  elected  with  their  help.  Walser  said  if  he  had 
not  taken  this  action  it  was  most  probable  that  Strange  would 
have  been  elected  on  the  next  ballot.  Walser  further  defended 
his  vote  for  Ellis  by  saying  that  Judge  Pearson  was  born  and 
raised  in  his  county  and  was  the  choice  of  his  constituents,  and 
that  he  was  honor  bound  to  repay  the  Democrats  when  they  put 
the  name  of  John  W.  Ellis,  a  Democrat,  in  nomination  for  the 
Superior  Court  bench  on  the  following  Saturday  morning,  De- 
cember 16.  He  concluded  his  remarks  to  the  House  by  saying: 

But,  Sir,  I  am  to  be  told  that  I  did  wrong  in  voting  for  Judge  Ellis, 
because  he  is  too  young  a  man  and  unqualified — that  I  should  have 
declined  voting  for  him  on  that  ground.  Sir,  he  is  the  only  son  of 
Davidson  proper  who  has  ever  been  elevated  to  any  station  of  high 
honor  and  profit — one  who  is  and  always  has  been  my  neighbor  and 
personal,  I  may  say  special  friend;  his  father  and  family  are  my 
own  countymen  and  my  personal  friends.  And  pray  tell  me,  Mr. 
Speaker,  how  I  could  have  done  otherwise?64 

The  North  Carolina  Argus,  a  Whig  newspaper,  summed  up  the 
situation  rather  neatly  when  it  said : 

We  are  indeed  sorry  that  the  Superior  Court  Bench  of  North  Caro- 
lina has  been  deprived  of  the  services  of  so  able  and  accomplished  a 
jurist  as  the  Hon.  William  H.  Battle;  and  we  cannot  but  think  that 
the  privation  is  justly  attributable  to  the  pertinacity  with  which  the 
friends  of  this  gentleman  about  Raleigh  urged  his  claims  to  the 
Supreme  Court  Judgeship  after  it  had  been  ascertained  that  Pearson 
was  the  popular  favorite.  If  they  are  wise  they  will  gain  a  wrinkle 
by  this  result.  The  people  of  the  provinces  are  beginning  to  get  tired 
of  metropolitan  dictation. 
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As  to  Mr.  Ellis,  it  can  be  no  disparagement  to  so  young  a  man  to 
say  that  he  is  not  so  well  qualified  for  the  place  as  Judge  Battle.  But 
he  may  be.  He  has  industry  and  talent;  and  with  these  a  man  may 
qualify  himself  for  any  station  in  society.  We  have  known  him  from 
his  school-boy  days;  and  we  know  him  to  be  a  kind  and  noble-hearted 
fellow — not  withstanding  his  political  heresies — which  he  will  not 
carry  to  the  Bench.  We  wish  him  success;  for  we  believe  his  heart 
is  in  the  right  place.65 

The  Watchman,  however,  would  not  give  up,  but  brutally  at- 
tacked Walser  during  the  latter  part  of  December,  hoping  prob- 
ably to  influence  the  Whigs  in  the  neighboring  County  of  David- 
son to  throw  him  out  of  the  Party  and  not  return  him  to  the  next 
General  Assembly.  The  editors  accused  him  of  showing  a  "want 
of  proper  regard  for  the  true  interest  of  the  State."  66  They 
would  not  try  to  understand  Walser's  position,  but  rather  they 
insisted  that  he  should  have  voted  for  Battle  no  matter  what  he 
had  promised  the  Democrats  for  their  support  in  the  election 
of  Pearson  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

Walser  answered  these  charges  a  few  weeks  later  in  the 
columns  of  the  Democratic  Standard  rather  than  a  Whig  news- 
paper, saying  that  "all  the  [news]  papers  of  both  parties  has 
sustained  me  in  my  course,  excepting  this  pitiful  article  in  the 
Watchman."  He  also  said  that  he  felt  he  could  satisfy  his  Whig 
constituents  in  Davidson  County  that  he  did  the  right  thing  in 
voting  for  Ellis,  because  they  had  confidence  in  him.  In  conclu- 
sion, he  wrote,  "I  can  only  say,  that  I  hope  other  men  will  mind 
their  own  business,  and  I  will  endeavor  to  discharge  my  duty 
here — that  is  my  whole  aim  and  desire."  67 

The  Watchman  refused,  however,  to  let  Walser  have  the  last 
word  on  the  subject.  Choosing  their  words  ever  so  indelicately, 
they  verbally  whipped  Walser  with  the  following  volley: 

This  man,  who  so  shamefully  betrayed  his  Whig  constituents  in  the 
election  for  Judge,  is  out  in  the  Raleigh  Standard — mark  that  Whigs 
of  Davidson — in  defence  of  his  conduct.  If  he  had  selected  the  columns 
of  either  of  the  Whig  papers  in  Raleigh  we  should  have  seen  his 
article  earlier.  Whatever  may  have  been  his  true  motive  in  voting  for 
Mr.  Ellis  in  preference  to  Judge  Battle, — he  says  it  was  a  just  one — 
the  fact  that  he  chooses  the  columns  of  an  enemy's  paper  to  make  his 
defence,  is  of  itself  a  circumstance  well  calculated  to  breed  a  doubt 
adverse  to  his  professions;  and  to  give  birth  to  suspicions  involving 
more  character  than  Mr.  W.  has  to  lose.  He  was  voted  for  by  Whigs 
and  by  them  elected  as  a  Whig.  What  business  then  has  he  in  com- 


^North  Carolina  Standard,  January  3,  1849,  quoting  the  North  Carolina 
Argus  (Wadesboro). 

^Carolina  Watchman,  December  28,  1848. 
*7North  Carolina  Standard,  January  10,  1849. 
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pany  with  Mr.  Jno.  W.  Ellis  and  Billy  Holden — voting  for  the  one, 
in  preference  to  William  H.  Battle,  a  sound  Whig,  and  calling  in 
requisition  the  aid  of  the  other,  to  defend  his  unworthy  conduct.  We 
said  before,  and  we  now  repeat  it,  that  Henry  Walser  may  think 
himself  exceedingly  happy  if  he  shall  find  himself  able  to  satisfy  his 
constituents  that  he  did  right  in  this  matter.  .  .  .  We  learn  that  Mr. 
W's  likeness  is  set  up  as  a  target  by  some  of  his  constituents  at  their 
shooting  matches.68 

With  this  observation  the  Watchman  concluded  the  subject  of 
Walser. 

For  his  first  term  of  court,  Ellis  was  assigned  to  the  Salisbury 
Circuit  for  the  spring  term  of  1849.  In  early  May,  Ellis  concluded 
a  term  of  court  in  Lincolnton,  and  the  Carolina  Republican  of 
that  town  made  the  following  comment : 

However  high  the  public  expectation  may  have  been  raised  in  regard 
to  Judge  Ellis,  it  has  been  more  than  realized.  As  a  Judge,  he  gained 
the  entire  public  confidence;  and,  as  a  man,  he  won  the  hearts  of  all 
who  approached  him.  The  bar,  we  believe,  without  an  exception,  ac- 
knowledged the  correctness  of  his  legal  decisions;  and,  in  no  instance, 
has  his  sentences  been  regarded  too  light,  or  unnecessarily  severe. 
With  firmness  of  purpose  which  commanded  the  admiration  of  all, 
he  mingled  a  suavity  of  manners  agreeable  even  to  those  who  begged 
mercy  of  the  Court.  He  places  a  just  estimate  upon  the  rights  of  the 
community  as  well  as  of  individuals,  understands  well  the  nature  and 
object  of  punishment,  and  tempers  his  judgments  with  mercy.69 

In  July,  1849,  Holden  printed  a  very  complimentary  edtiorial 
in  the  Standard  praising  Ellis,  to  the  chagrin  of  those  who  had 
criticized  the  appointment  of  one  so  young: 

We  have  little  fancy  for  newspaper  compliment  of  Judicial  officers; 
but  remembering  what  was  said  as  to  the  youth  and  inexperience  of 
Judge  Ellis  at  the  time  of  his  election,  we  feel  it  due  to  the  friends 
of  that  gentleman  and  to  the  State  at  large,  to  congratulate  them  upon 
the  very  satisfactory  and  able  manner  in  which  he  has  recently  per- 
formed the  duties  of  his  first  riding. 

Not  only  the  members  of  the  Bar  of  the  6th  Judicial  Circuit,  but 
the  press  of  both  parties,  speak  of  him  in  terms  of  the  highest  con- 
sideration. To  a  knowledge  of  the  law,  unusual  in  so  young  a  man,  he 
unites  a  firmness  of  character  and  an  agreeableness  of  manners,  which 
render  him  not  only  a  good  Judge,  but  acceptable  to  lawyers,  suitors, 
and  all  indeed  among  whom  he  is  called  to  exercise  his  functions.  To 
follow  such  men  on  the  Circuit  as  Pearson,  Battle,  and  others  who 
might  be  mentioned,  is  of  itself  no  small  distinction;  but  to  succeed 
them  well,  to  answer  public  expectation,  and  to  attract  public  con- 
fidence and  regard  as  they  have  done,  is  an  honor  of  which  any  man 
might  be  emulous  and  proud.70 


^Carolina  Watchman,  January  25,  1849. 

**North  Carolina  Standard,  May  9,  1849,  quoting  the  Carolina  Republican 
(Lincolnton). 
70North  Carolina  Standard,  July  11,  1849. 
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The  Asheville  Messenger  said  of  "the  young-  Judge"  in  October, 
1849,  "He  appears  to  deal  out  justice  with  a  fair  hand,  acting 
with  apparent  impartiality,  the  utmost  courtesy,  and  a  becoming 
firmness  and  decision  of  character  that  would  do  credit  to  age 
and  years  far  in  advance  of  his."  71  The  Standard,  two  years 
later  said  that  "Judge  Ellis  has  won  golden  opinions  by  his 
dignity  and  suavity  of  manner,  and  by  the  industry,  firmness, 
and  learning  which  he  displays  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties."  72 

In  October,  1851,  the  Greensborough  Patriot  praised  Ellis  as 
a  devoted  civil  servant,  saying : 

We  deem  this  occasion  a  proper  one  to  express  the  high  estimate 
which  we  think  our  community  is  disposed  to  place  upon  Mr.  Ellis  as 
a  Judge.  His  devotion  to  his  duties,  his  promptness,  and  urbanity  of 
demeanor,  as  well  as  his  learning  and  ability,  in  the  discharge  of  his 
high  office,  command  the  popular  respect.  His  appointment  furnishes 
another,  among  the  many  eminent  instances,  in  our  country,  where 
mere  political  and  party  predilection  are  wrapped  in  oblivion  beneath 
the  pure  robe  of  ermine.  Newspaper  compliments  to  judges  or  to 
preachers  are  generally  in  bad  taste;  but  in  this  instance  our  humble 
tribute  to  a  comparatively  young  citizen,  who  makes  it  the  study  of 
his  life  to  adorn  a  great  and  pure  office,  and  to  elevate  the  character 
and  improve  the  condition  of  this  State,  cannot  be  considered  out  of 
place.73 

From  the  Wilmington  Commercial,  a  Whig  newspaper,  the 
following  appeared  in  the  early  part  of  1852 : 

Judge  Ellis,  now  presiding  in  the  Superior  Court  in  this  town,  is 
quite  a  young  man;  and  we  have  heard  some  objections  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  men  so  young  as  he  is  to  the  Bench.  If  it  be  a  rule  that  it  is 
improper  to  appoint  young  men  to  the  high  office  of  Judge,  Mr.  Ellis 
is  an  exception  to  the  rule,  so  far  as  we  can  learn.  The  best  testimony 
sustains  for  him  the  character  of  a  wise,  just,  and  what  is  of  equal 
importance,  humane  Judge — so  the  Legislature  made  a  selection 
fortunate  for  the  juridical  interests  of  the  State.  We  make  these  re- 
marks without  any  cue  whatever,  for  he  is  personally  a  stranger  and 
politically  opposed  to  us.  We  simply  desire  to  be  just  to  one  who  gives 
bright  promises  in  the  commencement  of  his  career.74 

Ellis  was  also  highly  esteemed  by  his  political  Party,  especially 
by  the  titular  head  of  the  Party,  William  W.  Holden.  Early  in 
January,  1852,  Holden  suggested  that  he  would  like  to  see  Ellis 
run  for  the  United  States  Senate.75  Ellis,  having  been  on  the 


71North  Carolina  Standard,  October  31,  1849,  quoting  the  Asheville  Mes- 
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mercial. 

75William  W.  Holden  to  John  W.  Ellis,  January  8,  1852,  in  this  volume. 
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bench  for  only  about  four  years,  was  shocked  by  this  sugges- 
tion, and  felt  that  Holden  was  only  "putting  him  on,"  but  Holden 
assured  him  that  he  was  "in  dead  earnest  in  regard  to  the  Sena- 
torship";76  however,  Ellis  would  not  allow  his  name  to  be  put 
in  nomination. 

The  General  Assembly  of  1852-1853  was  about  evenly  divided 
between  the  Democrats  and  the  Whigs,  but  they  failed  to  elect 
a  United  States  Senator,  because  neither  party  would  vote  solidly 
for  the  nominee  of  its  caucus.  When  Philo  White  heard  about 
this  impasse  he  wrote  Ellis  the  day  before  Christmas,  1852,  that 
"had  you  assented  to  the  use  of  your  name,  in  the  first  instance, 
the  scandal  of  this  schism  in  our  party  in  your  Legislature, 
might  have  been  obviated,  perhaps."  77 

Although  Ellis  refused  to  permit  his  name  be  put  in  nomina- 
tion for  the  Senate,  this  did  not  deter  Holden  from  offering 
him  another  office.  He  wrote  Ellis  several  months  later,  in 
September,  1853,  that  "I  have  seen  a  number  of  Sheriffs  and 
others  lately  from  various  parts  of  the  State,  and  I  find  a  general 
and  ardent  wish  that  John  W.  Ellis  should  consent  to  run  next 
time  for  Governor."  Holden  was  confident  that  Ellis  would  be 
elected  if  he  chose  to  run,  "Of  your  election  I  have  not  the 
shadow  of  a  doubt.  .  .  ."  Holden  pledged  his  support  saying,  "It 
is  unnecessary,  I  know,  that  I  should  assure  you  that  no  man 
would  exert  himself  more  for  you  than  I  would." 78 

One  month  later  Holden  assured  Ellis  "You  will  be  the  next 
Democratic  nominee  for  Governor."  Holden  went  on  to  say,  "I 
pledge  you  my  word,  buttoned  on  hard  labor  and  unfaltering 
faith,  that  you  will  be  elected.  I  do  not  think  you  ought  to  de- 
cline, or  that  you  can  do  so."  79  But  Ellis  did  decline  several 
weeks  later  telling  Holden,  "I  certainly  feel  obliged  to  those 
gentlemen  who  have  thus  honorably  associated  my  name  with 
the  first  office  of  the  State;  but,  for  reasons  uninteresting  to 
the  public,  yet  of  controlling  influence  with  me,  I  must  request 
that  public  attention  will  henceforth  be  exclusively  confined  to 
other  gentlemen  whose  names  have  already  or  may  hereafter 
be  mentioned  in  the  same  connexion."  80  Holden,  of  course,  was 
very  upset,  but  Ellis  had  his  reasons,  some  political,  others  per- 
sonal. Jokingly  he  wrote  to  one  of  his  many  female  acquaintances 


76William  W.  Holden  to  John  W.  Ellis,  January  26,  1852,  in  this  volume. 
"Philo  White  to  John  W.  Ellis,  December  24,  1852,  in  this  volume. 
78William  W.  Holden  to  John  W.  Ellis,  September  27,  1853,  in  this  volume. 
70William  W.  Holden  to  John  W.  Ellis,  October  26,  1853,  in  this  volume. 
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that  he  would  not  take  the  job  because  he  did  not  have  a  wife, 
"I  would  not  have  a  Governor's  place  without  a  wife.  How  could 
I  get  along  in  our  great  palace  without  a  sweet  charmer  to  drive 
away  'dull  care'  ?"  81 

Holden  made  the  following  comment  in  the  Standard  after  he 
was  unable  to  induce  Ellis  to  be  the  Democratic  standard  bearer : 

The  numerous  friends  of  Judge  Ellis,  in  all  portions  of  the  State, 
will,  we  know,  regret  as  we  do  this  determination  on  his  part.  He  has 
and  justly,  a  strong  hold  upon  the  affections  of  the  Democracy,  and 
at  the  same  time  the  entire  respect  and  confidence  of  the  opposite 
party.  Elevated  at  any  early  age  to  the  bench,  he  has  sustained  him- 
self from  the  commencement  of  his  duties  with  marked  ability,  dis- 
pensing justice  with  a  firm  but  not  unmerciful  hand,  and  winning  upon 
all  by  the  mingled  dignity  and  suavity  of  his  manners.  Not  unmindful 
of  the  value  of  popular  regard  and  popular  approval,  still  he  has  not 
gone  out  of  his  almost  sacred  and  honorable  sphere  as  a  Judge,  to 
seek  it;  nor  has  he,  though  an  ardent  and  inflexible  Democrat,  per- 
mitted himself  to  take  undue  part  in  political  affairs  on  any  occasion 
since  he  has  been  on  the  bench.  It  was  but  natural,  therefore,  under 
these  and  other  circumstances  which  might  be  mentioned,  that  the 
minds  of  many  of  the  party  should  have  been  fixed  upon  him  in  con- 
nexion with  the  distinguished  post  referred  to.82 

During  the  next  two  years,  1854-1856,  Ellis  was  kept  busy 
with  his  judicial  duties,  but  he  did  not  lose  contact  with  the 
people.  Several  times  during  this  period  he  was  called  on  to 
speak  at  various  public  functions.  The  largest  such  gathering 
was  the  occasion  of  the  completion  of  the  North  Carolina  Kail- 
road  to  Salisbury  on  January  4,  1855,  at  which  time  he  spoke 
to  an  estimated  15,000  people.83 

The  campaign  for  the  Democratic  nomination  for  governor 
in  1858  was  one  of  the  most  important  political  campaigns  which 
North  Carolina  has  ever  known.  The  two  candidates  were  men 
of  about  the  same  age,  but  they  had  little  else  in  common.  John 
W.  Ellis  was  well  educated,  a  member  of  the  "southern  aristo- 
cracy," and  appealed  to  the  upper  echelon  of  society.  In  contrast, 
William  W.  Holden,  the  other  candidate  for  the  Democratic 
nomination,  was  born  "in  obscurity,"  self-educated,  and  appealed 
to  the  common  man.84  He  had  urged  Ellis  to  run  for  governor  in 
1853,  a  few  years  later  they  were  running  against  each  other. 


81John  W.  Ellis  to  Lucy  E.  Williams  and  Rebecca  Brehon,  December  13, 
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lxvii 


It  is  difficult  to  say  when  Ellis  decided  to  run  for  governor, 
but  he  apparently  borrowed  or  was  given  $1,000  by  his  father- 
in-law,  Philo  White,  about  the  middle  of  July,  1856.  It  is  un- 
certain what  this  money  was  for,  but  there  is  some  speculation 
that  it  was  to  finance  his  forthcoming  political  move.85 

The  first  mention  of  Holden's  name  for  governor  was  made  by 
a  Raleigh  correspondent  writing  in  the  Democratic  Pioneer  of 
Elizabeth  City.86  Shortly  afterward,  this  same  correspondent 
reported  on  the  "cod-fish  aristocracy,  of  both  parties,  turning  up 
their  nasal  organs  at  the  idea  of  a  poor  man's  aspiring  to  any- 
thing above  the  club  axe,  hand-saw  or  jack  plane."  87 

The  "aristocrats"  were  out  to  stop  Holden.  One  paper  sug- 
gested that  they  would  run  Judge  S.  J.  Person  against  Holden. 
The  paper  surmised  that  it  had  to  be  Person  because  they  said 
that  Ellis  "is  decidedly  unpopular  in  the  great  mountain  re- 
serve, and  not  particularly  popular,  anywhere — "  88 

During  the  first  part  of  November,  1857,  Ellis  received  a  re- 
quest from  William  F.  Dancy,  for  his  opinions  on  several  ques- 
tions of  a  public  nature.  Dancy's  proposal  had  been  prompted  by 
the  mention  of  Ellis'  name  as  a  possible  candidate  for  governor. 
Ellis  complied  with  Dancy's  appeal.  The  main  body  of  Ellis' 
letter  to  Dancy  dealt  with  the  distribution  of  public  lands  or  the 
proceeds  from  the  sale  of  these  public  lands.  Ellis  condemned 
the  policy  of  distribution  on  the  part  of  the  federal  government. 
He  also  informed  Dancy  that  he  "would  feel  greatly  honored 
by  the  nomination  at  the  hands  of  the  Democratic  Conven- 
tion. .  .  ."  But  he  insisted  that  the  office  of  governor  should  be 
conferred  on  an  individual  and  never  sought.  He  therefore  re- 
fused to  let  Dancy  print  his  letter.  He  did,  however,  give  Dancy 
permission  to  show  the  letter  to  "any  one  whom  you  may  think 
proper.  .  .  ,89 

The  Democratic  Executive  Committee  met  in  Raleigh  on  Jan- 
uary 8,  1858,  and  to  the  surprise  of  many  chose  Charlotte  as 
the  site  for  the  Democratic  State  Convention  to  be  held  the 
following  April.  Charlotte  was  chosen  ostensibly  because  it  "is 
easily  accessible  to  a  large  majority  of  the  Counties."  It  was 
also   a   means   of   rewarding    "the   gallant   Democracy   of  the 


^Philo  White  to  John  W.  Ellis,  July  18,  1856,  in  this  volume. 
8&Democratic  Pioneer   (Elizabeth  City),  September  23,  1857,  hereinafter 
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West.  .  .  ."  90  The  real  reason  the  Convention  was  moved  to 
Charlotte,  instead  of  being  held  in  Raleigh  as  usual,  was  prob- 
ably pressure  by  the  friends  of  Ellis  who  were  on  the  Executive 
Committee.  Ellis,  a  western  man,  was  assured  of  the  aristocratic 
eastern  vote,  but  he  also  needed  help  from  the  west  to  carry  the 
Convention. 

As  the  contest  between  the  two  giants  of  the  Party  progressed 
it  became  increasingly  bitter,  and  enmity  between  the  friends 
of  the  two  candidates  threatened  to  split  the  Democratic  Party 
into  two  armed  camps,  to  the  delight  of  the  Whig  press.  By  the 
latter  part  of  March,  39  counties  out  of  the  56  which  had  held 
county  meetings  had  expressed  a  preference  for  a  candidate  for 
governor.  Ellis  was  the  choice  of  18  of  the  counties,  while  only 
ten  were  committed  to  Holden ;  W.  W.  Avery  was  the  choice  of 
eight,  and  three  wanted  S.  J.  Person.91  Neither  Holden  nor  Ellis 
personally  took  part  in  these  pre-convention  politics.  Judge  Ellis 
remained  aloof  because  of  his  judicial  position,  and  Holden, 
realizing  the  delicate  situation,  took  no  advantage  of  his  oppo- 
nent.92 

The  Convention  opened  in  Charlotte  on  Wednesday,  April  14, 
1858,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning.  It  was  "the  largest  party 
convention  that  had  been  held  in  North  Carolina  during  the 
ante-bellum  period.  .  .  ."  93  There  were  454  delegates  representing 
59  counties,  and  12  other  counties  were  represented  by  proxies. 

The  Convention  decided  that  the  delegates  from  each  county 
should  cast  the  same  number  of  votes  as  their  respective  counties 
had  cast  for  the  Democratic  candidate  for  governor  in  1856. 
This  gave  the  east  an  advantage  because  its  vote  had  been 
heavier  than  the  west  in  1856.  With  this  business  out  of  the 
way,  the  delegates  went  on  to  approve  their  platform  containing 
four  planks  commending  both  President  James  Buchanan's  and 
Governor  Thomas  Bragg's  administrations,  approval  of  the 
system  of  internal  improvements,  and  condemnation  of  the  policy 
of  distributing  public  lands  or  the  proceeds  from  the  sale 
thereof.94 

The  Convention  met  the  next  day  and  declared  itself  ready  for 
nominations  for  Governor  of  North  Carolina.  Captain  John 
Walker  of  Mecklenburg  County,  popularly  known  as  "The  Wheel 


wNorth  Carolina  Standard,  January  13,  1858. 
91Norton,  Democratic  Party,  226. 
^Charlotte  Daily  Observer,  May  3,  1908. 
93Norton,  Democratic  Party,  228. 
^Norton,  Democratic  Party,  229. 
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Horse  of  Democracy,"  nominated  William  W.  Holden  "in  a  most 
laudatory  speech.  .  .  ."  Next,  William  Lander  of  Lincoln  County 
nominated  John  W.  Ellis  "stating  that  he  was  well  known  to  the 
convention  and  that  no  speech  in  his  praise  was  needed."  The 
delegates  proceeded  to  vote,  and  elected  John  Willis  Ellis  on  the 
first  ballot.  He  received  25,051  votes;  Holden  received  21,594 
votes;  and  there  was  a  scattered  vote  of  1,203  for  others.  The 
majority  in  favor  of  Ellis  was  2,254  votes.95 

Holden's  defeat  was  due  to  a  combination  of  many  things.  A 
decisive  factor  was  the  contemporary  opinion  of  the  aristocratic 
supporters  of  Ellis  concerning  Holden's  "lowly  origin."  Holden 
was  also  feared  by  those  in  high  places  because  of  his  hold  on 
the  "unwashed  multitudes."  The  new  voting  rule  adopted  by 
the  Convention  also  contributed  to  Holden's  defeat.  The  rule 
giving  each  county  the  number  of  votes  in  the  Convention  equiva- 
lent to  the  number  of  votes  cast  by  the  county  for  the  Demo- 
cratic candidate  for  the  governor  in  the  election  of  1856  hurt 
Holden  because  the  east  had  cast  the  heaviest  Democratic  vote 
in  1856.  Holden  received  the  vote  from  only  three  eastern  coun- 
ties. Another  reason  given  for  Holden's  defeat  was  the  fact  that 
a  large  number  of  former  Whigs  turned  Democrats  at  the  Con- 
vention. These  Whigs  contributed  to  the  defeat  of  the  man  who 
had  done  more  than  any  other  person  in  the  State  to  destroy 
their  Party.96 

Holden  took  his  defeat  gracefully,  like  a  gentleman.  In  an 
editorial  a  few  days  later  he  expressed  the  following  opinion 
of  Ellis : 

John  W.  Ellis  is  a  tried  Democrat,  and  able  statesman,  and  a 
worthy  and  deserving  man.  He  has  been  identified  from  his  youth  with 
the  Democracy  of  the  State,  and  he  has  been  true  to  its  principles  and 
to  its  organization  from  his  entrance  upon  manhood  to  the  present 
time.  He  will  make  a  good  Governor.  We  feel  sure  that  all  the  great 
interests  of  the  State  will  be  safe,  and  will  prosper  in  his  hands;  and 
we  predict  that  he  will  be  elected,  not  merely  by  a  handsome  but  by 
a  signal  and  overwhelming  majority.97 

In  a  personal  letter  to  Ellis  on  April  19,  Holden  congratulated 
him  and  said,  "I  have  no  disposition  to  complain.  My  nature  is 
to  look  on  the  bright  side.  I  bow  to  the  decision  of  the  Conven- 
tion, and  shall  work  for  the  party  with  as  much  ardor  as  I 
should  have  worked  for  myself."  98 


^Charlotte  Daily  Observer,  May  3,  1908. 

0GNorton,  Democratic  Party,  231. 

m North  Carolina  Standard,  April  21,  1858. 

B8William  W.  Holden  to  John  W.  Ellis,  April  19,  1858,  in  this  volume. 
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Ellis  wrote,  in  accepting  the  nomination : 

In  making  known  my  acceptance  of  the  nomination  tendered  me  by 
the  Convention,  I  have  only  to  add  that,  should  the  people  of  the  State 
confirm  that  nomination  by  an  election,  I  will  devote  my  abilities  and 
energies  to  the  promotion  of  such  measures  as  will  tend  to  advance 
the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  our  people,  and  as  far  as  may  pertain 
to  the  Executive  office,  to  maintain  the  honor  of  North  Carolina  and 
her  equality  among  the  States  of  the  Union;  so  that  the  independence 
and  liberties  we  have  inherited  from  our  ancestors,  may  go  down 
unimpaired  to  posterity." 

He  resigned  on  April  29,  1858,  after  having  served  the  State  of 
North  Carolina  for  almost  ten  years  on  the  bench,  to  campaign 
for  governor. 

Upon  hearing  the  news  that  Ellis  had  been  nominated,  the 
people  of  Salisbury,  his  home  town,  had  an  "Illumination"  in 
his  honor  on  Friday  night,  April  16. 

Many  of  the  houses  had  their  windows  illuminated — a  light  in 
every  pane — which,  with  the  bond  fires  kindled  in  the  streets,  and  fire 
balls  flying  through  the  air,  lit  up  the  town  in  a  blaze. 

The  whole  evening  passed  off  pleasantly  without  an  accident  of  any 
sort  to  mar  the  hilarity  of  the  rejoicing  people.100 

The  Whig  Party  did  not  put  up  a  candidate  to  oppose  the 
Democratic  nominee,  and  it  was  thought  by  many  that  Ellis 
would  be  elected  without  a  fight.  The  rumor  soon  spread,  how- 
ever, that  unhappy  Democrats  would  put  forth  an  independent 
candidate.  In  commenting  on  this  development  the  Standard 
said: 

The  opposition  to  the  Democratic  party  in  this  State  is  composed 
of  the  odds  and  ends  of  incongruities,  all  bunglingly  welded  together 
by  the  soft-sorder  of  the  humbug  distribution. 

A  few — a  very  few — of  these  incongruities  seem  to  have  assumed 
the  special  power  of  bringing  out  an  opposition  candidate  for  Gover- 
nor against  Judge  Ellis,  the  regular  Democratic  nominee.101 

Shortly  after  the  above  remarks  were  made,  a  letter  from 
Duncan  K.  McRae  appeared  in  the  newspapers  of  the  State 
announcing  his  intention  to  run  for  governor  as  an  independent 
candidate.  He  admitted  in  this  letter  that  he  had  no  platform, 
but  he  said  that  this  was  all  the  better  because  then  he  was 
neither  bound  by  a  party  caucus  nor  was  he  afraid  of  "missing 
a  plank"  in  his  platform.102 


"North  Carolina  Standard,  April  28,  1858. 

100  Carolina  Watchman,  April  20,  1858. 

101  North  Carolina  Standard,  May  1,  1858. 

102  North  Carolina  Standard,  May  8,  1858. 

lxxi 


McRae  was  supported  in  his  bid  for  the  governor's  chair  by 
disaffected  Democrats.  The  Whig-American  Party  press  also 
urged  their  patrons  to  champion  his  cause. 

Judge  Ellis  and  McRae  arranged  a  large  number  of  debates 
throughout  the  State.  Each  of  them  made  an  introductory  speech 
followed  by  a  rejoinder.  These  forensic  encounters  began  in 
earnest  at  Monroe,  Union  County,  on  May  11.  The  Standard, 
hoping  to  arouse  party  loyalty,  made  the  following  comment : 

Let  our  Democratic  friends  in  all  quarters  bestir  themselves  and 
prepare  for  action.  .  .  .  Democrats,  stand  by  your  candidate.103 

The  campaign  centered  almost  exclusively  on  the  issues  of 
distribution104  and  internal  improvements.  McRae  strongly  sup- 
ported distribution  of  the  public  lands  to  the  States,  and  was 
opposed  to  further  increase  in  the  State  debt  for  internal  im- 
provements. Ellis  opposed  distribution,  "contending  that  the 
principle  of  distribution  of  public  lands  was  unlawful  and  im- 
politic, and  was  being  used  by  McRae  only  as  a  'bid  for  popu- 
larity/ "  105  He  further  stated  that  if  300,000,000  acres  of  pub- 
lic lands  were  thrown  onto  the  open  market  it  would  render  the 
land  warrants  worthless.106 

In  the  matter  of  internal  improvements,  Ellis  favored  giv- 
ing State  aid  to  complete  the  projects  already  in  progress,  lay- 
ing special  emphasis  on  completing  the  western  extension  of 
the  North  Carolina  Railroad  to  the  Tennessee  line.  He  also  urged 
that  the  Wilmington,  Charlotte,  and  Rutherford  Railroad  be 
completed.107 

The  relationship  between  the  two  candidates  was  usually 
very  cordial  during  these  debates,  the  exception  being  at  Beau- 
fort on  June  7,  when  "Messrs.  McRae  and  Ellis  turned 
Pugilists ! !"  108  During  this  debate  Judge  Ellis  "contended  that 
the  course  of  those  who  opposed  the  adoption  of  the  Lecompton 
constitution,  as  the  question  first  came  before  Congress,  gave 
encouragement  to  the  Abolitionists,  as  they  also  opposed  it — 
that  the  election  of  his  competitor  would  be  claimed  by  them  as 
a  triumph.  .  .  ." 109 


103  North  Carolina  Standard,  May  5,  1858. 

104  For  an  excellent  explanation  of  distribution,  see  Norton,  Democratic 
Party,  179-192. 

105  Norton,  Democratic  Party,  234. 
100  Raleigh  Register,  May  19,  1858. 

107  North  Carolina  Standard,  May  29,  June  5,  June  23,  1858. 

108  The  American  Advocate    (Kinston),  June  10,   1858,  hereinafter  cited 
as  American  Advocate. 

109  American  Advocate,  June  10,  1858. 
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Afterward,  McRae  arose  and,  turning  to  Judge  Ellis,  looked  him  in 
the  face,  and  in  a  somewhat  loud  and  derisive  tone  exclaimed!  "My 
election  be  considered  a  Black  Republican  triumph!"  repeating  the 
words  three  times.  As  he  was  in  the  act  of  repeating  it  the  third  time, 
and  in  the  same  menacing  tone,  Judge  Ellis,  rising  from  his  seat  and 
approaching  Mr.  McRae,  said,  "I  say  it  would,  sir!"  Mr.  McRae  re- 
plied, "It  is  false,  sir!"  No  sooner  were  the  words  uttered  than  Judge 
E.  dealt  Mr.  M.  a  blow.  It  was  instantly  returned  by  Mr.  M.,  when  by 
interposition  of  several  gentlemen  contiguous  to  the  stand,  the  com- 
batants were  separated.110 

Both  gentlemen  apologized  to  the  crowd.  Judge  Ellis  in  his 
statement  said  that  it  was  not  McRae's  words  but  his  manner 
which  had  insulted  him.  McRae  taking  offense  at  these  remarks 
made  another  advance  toward  Ellis,  but  they  were  prevented  by 
friends  from  making  a  second  encounter.  This  affair  was  later 
adjusted  amicably  by  mutual  friends.111 

These  two  candidates  were  described  in  later  years  by  one  who 
had  witnessed  the  campaign.  In  speaking  of  McRae,  he  said  that 
he  "was  as  plucky  as  a  game  rooster.  .  .  ."  On  the  other  hand 
he  said  that  "Governor  Ellis  surpassed  any  politician  I  ever  saw 
mingling  with  the  people.  He  could  approach  a  man  in  such  a 
soft,  gentle  way  and  with  such  genuine  politeness,  that  the  per- 
son approached  could  not  help  loving  him."  112 

While  these  two  men  were  campaigning  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  State,  McRae  stood  firm  against  all  internal  improve- 
ments unless  aided  by  proceeds  from  distribution.  This,  he 
thought,  would  appeal  to  the  east,  because  most  of  the  proposed 
improvements  were  scheduled  for  the  west.  As  the  campaign 
moved  westward,  however,  he  began  to  favor  the  improvements 
which  he  had  decried  in  the  east.  By  resorting  to  these  tactics 
he  exposed  himself  to  much  ridicule.  This  approach  also  cost 
him  the  support  of  many  of  his  friends  and  at  least  one  power- 
ful newspaper  which  had  supported  him  in  the  beginning.113 

Toward  the  end  of  the  campaign,  another  newspaper  which 
had  supported  him  said:  ".  .  .  it  may  be  asked,  can  Mr.  McRae 
be  elected?  We  do  not  know  how  that  may  be."  114 

A  few  days  before  the  election,  W.  W.  Holden  wrote  the  fol- 
lowing editorial  urging  the  election  of  the  nominee  of  the 
Democratic  Party : 


110  The  Weekly  Union   (New  Bern),  June  11,  1858,  hereinafter  cited  as 
the  Weekly  Union. 

111  Weekly  Union,  June  11,  1858. 

™  Charlotte  Daily  Observer,  March  23,  1902. 

113  North  Carolina  Standard,  May  29,  June  9,  12,  26,  30,  1858. 

114  Weekly  Raleigh  Register,  July  7,  1858. 
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Democrats,  to  the  Polls! 

Let  all  who  are  in  favor  of  a  judicious  system  of  internal  improve- 
ments, which  will  develope  the  resources  of  the  State  and  do  justice 
to  the  West  and  all  who  are  in  favor  of  preserving  State  credit  and 
paying  the  State  debt,  go  to  the  polls  and  vote  for  John  W.  Ellis. 

Let  all  who  would  sustain  the  administration  of  James  Buchanan, 
who  is  one  of  the  most  devoted  friends  the  South  has  ever  had  in  the 
Presidential  chair,  go  to  the  polls  and  vote  for  John  W.  Ellis. 

Let  all  who  are  opposed  to  Know  Nothingism,  and  to  distribution, 
which  is  a  proposition  in  disguise  to  increase  our  tariff  taxes  and 
render  us  more  dependent  on  Northern  manufacturers,  go  to  the  polls 
and  vote  for  John  W.  Ellis. 

Let  all  who  are  in  favor  of  the  Lecompton  Constitution,  which  would 
have  made  Kansas  a  slave-holding  State,  and  all  who  are  opposed  to 
the  designs  of  the  black  Republicans,  who  in  common  with  the  Know 
Nothings  of  the  South  would  rejoice  over  a  Democratic  defeat  in 
North-Carolina,  go  to  the  polls  and  vote  for  John  W.  Ellis. 

Let  all  who  would  rebuke  a  changeling  in  politics,  a  disorganizer 
and  self-seeker,  a  politician  who  is  "all  things  to  all  men"  for  votes, 
who  is  for  one  thing  in  the  East  and  for  another  thing  in  the  West, 
and  the  tendency  of  whose  arguments  is  to  injure  the  State  credit, 
and  to  render  her  dependent  on  the  federal  centre  by  placing  her  in  the 
attitude  of  a  beggar  for  land  warrants,  go  to  the  polls  and  vote 
against  Duncan  K.  McRae.115 

The  people  of  North  Carolina  elected  John  W.  Ellis  as  their 
Governor,  by  a  majority  of  16,383  votes,  on  Thursday,  August 
5,  1858.  Ellis  received  56,429  votes,  and  McRae  40,046.116  Last- 
ing only  three  months,  the  campaign  had  been  very  strenuous, 
the  candidates  covering  the  State  from  the  mountains  to  the 
sea. 

Six  days  later,  on  Wednesday  evening,  August  11,  the  "Hon. 
John  W.  Ellis,  Governor  elect  of  North  Carolina,  and  Miss  Mary 
McKinley  [Daves],  daughter  of  the  late  John  P.  Daves,  were 
united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matrimony."  m  The  Episcopal  cere- 
mony was  performed  in  Christ  Church,  New  Bern,  before  "quite 
a  concourse  of  people  of  both  sexes."  118  The  "amiable  and  lovely" 
Miss  Daves  was  a  member  of  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
families  in  North  Carolina. 

The  people  of  Craven  County  were  highly  pleased  with  the 
choice  Ellis  made  in  selecting  the  first  lady  of  the  State.  Appear- 
ing in  the  local  newspaper,  the  following  announcement  indi- 
cates their  pride: 


115  North  Carolina  Standard,  July  31,  1858. 
118  North  Carolina  Standard,  December  7,  1858. 

117  The  New  Era  and  Commercial  Advertiser   (New  Bern),  August   16, 
1858,  hereinafter  cited  as  The  New  Era. 

118  The  New  Era,  August  16,  1858. 
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The  Banner  County 

Judge  Ellis  has  done  remarkably  well  throughout  the  State,  but 
Craven  in  the  Banner  County.  She  gives  him  two  hundred  Majority 
and  a  Wife.112 

Returning  to  Salisbury  from  their  honeymoon  several  weeks 
later,  they  were  complimented  with  a  reception  by  the  military, 
a  brass  band,  and  the  citizens  generally.  "The  approach  of  the 
train  was  greeted  by  the  firing  of  cannon,  cheers,  and  music." 
The  couple  was  conducted  to  their  residence  by  the  band  and  a 
procession  of  citizens  where  he  made  "a  very  warm  and  touch- 
ing .  .  ."  speech.  "Altogether,  we  have  never  witnessed  the  be- 
stowal of  so  handsome  a  compliment  as  was  received  by  Mr. 
Ellis ;  and  coming  from  his  neighbors,  and  those  who  have  known 
him  from  his  youth  up,  it  must  have  stirred  the  warmest  feelings 
of  his  heart."  120 

Mrs.  Archibald  Henderson  of  Salisbury  recorded  in  her  diary 
that  Judge  Ellis  and  his  bride  arrived  in  that  city  on  Friday, 
October  1,  to  a  "most  enthusiastic  welcome — very  gratifying  to 
his  feelings."  121  She  described  Mrs.  Ellis  as  having  "charming 
manners  ...  a  fine  appearance,  is  dignified  &  graceful.  .  .  ."  122 

During  the  middle  of  October,  Ellis  and  his  wife  spent  several 
days  with  his  mother  on  her  plantation  in  Davidson  County.123 
Shortly  after  their  return  to  Salisbury  the  Hendersons  enter- 
tained them  at  dinner.  Mrs.  Henderson  pronounced  the  affair 
a  success,  stating  that  "Mrs.  Ellis  was  very  tastefully  &  hand- 
somely dressed  in  a  lavender  color  flounced  silk — Has  great  ease 
&  dignity  of  manner  and  a  fine,  graceful  figure — She  is  very 
charming  and  a  woman  of  much  character."  124 

During  the  next  few  weeks  John  and  Mary  Ellis  were  busily 
engaged  in  preparing  for  the  move  to  the  Governor's  Palace  in 
Raleigh.  This  elegant  and  commodious  ediface  was  the  residence 
for  the  governors  of  North  Carolina.  It  was  completed  in  1816, 
and  stood  at  the  end  of  Fayetteville  Street  facing  the  Capitol.125 


119  The  New  Era,  August  16,  1858. 

120  Carolina  Watchman,  October  5,  1858. 

121  Diary  of  Mrs.  Archibald  Henderson,  October  1,  1858,  in  the  possession 
of  Miss  Mary  Henderson,  Chapel  Hill,  hereinafter  cited  as  Henderson  Dairy 
with  date. 

123  Henderson  Diary,  October  3,  1858. 

123  Henderson  Diary,  October  17,  1858. 

124  Henderson  Diary,  October  28,  1858. 

125 Raleigh,  Capital  of  North  Carolina  (Raleigh:  Raleigh  Sesquicentennial 
Commission  [The  Writers'  Program  of  the  Work  Projects  Administration 
in  the  State  of  North  Carolina],  1942),  22,  114. 
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On  Saturday  morning,  January  1,  1859,  the  two  houses  of  the 
General  Assembly  met  in  joint  session  to  witness  the  inaugura- 
tion of  the  new  Governor.  Shortly  after  twelve  o'clock,  John  W. 
Ellis,  Governor-elect,  accompanied  by  former  Governors  Thomas 
Bragg  and  David  L.  Swain,  along  with  Chief  Justice  Richmond 
M.  Pearson,  Associate  Justices  William  H.  Battle  and  Thomas 
Ruffin,  and  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  entered  the  hall. 
The  Clerk's  desk  was  occupied  by  Governor  Bragg,  Chief  Justice 
Pearson,  and  Ellis.  Justices  Battle  and  Ruffin,  former  Gover- 
nor Swain,  and  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  occupied  the 
seats  immediately  in  front  of  the  Speakers'  Stand.  Henry  T. 
Clark,  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  and  Thomas  Settle,  Jr.,  Speaker 
of  the  House,  occupied  the  Speakers'  dias.126 

Speaker  Clark  now  formally  announced  that  the  election  in  August  last 
had  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Hon.  John  W.  Ellis,  that  he  had  been 
informed  of  his  election,  had  accepted  the  appointment,  and  was  now 
present  to  take  the  oaths  required  by  law.127 

Following  this  announcement,  Ellis  arose  and  addressed  this 
august  assemblage,  discussing  "the  blessings  of  our  peculiar 
form  of  Government  .  .  .  the  stability  of  our  institutions,  and 
our  beneficent  system  of  Common  Schools.  .  .  ."  On  the  question 
of  internal  improvements,  he  reaffirmed  "views  and  sentiments 
held  by  him  and  fully  set  forth  during  the  recent  canvass.  .  .  ."  128 
In  his  discussion  of  the  relationship  between  North  Carolina  and 
the  federal  government,  Ellis  made  no  threats  whatsoever  of 
secession,  yet  he  did  indicate  his  awareness  of  the  delicate  situa- 
tion: 

Aggressions  upon  our  political  rights  and  private  interests  ...  by  a 
class  of  our  fellow-citizens  residing  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  Con- 
federacy, have  given  rise  to  complaints  .  .  .  and  engendered  animosi- 
ties .  .  .  that  the  extreme  remedy  of  a  disruption  of  the  Union  has 
become  to  be  frequently  suggested  and  familiarly  discussed. 

Grievous  as  are  these  causes  of  discontent,  we  are  not  prepared 
for  the  acknowledgment  that  we  cannot  enjoy  all  of  our  constitutional 
rights  in  the  Union.129 

In  closing,  he  counseled  the  State  to  use  moderation  yet  to  be 
firm  in  its  dealing  with  the  central  government: 

In  the  meantime,  our  bearing  in  the  Confederacy   [Union]   should 


126  North  Carolina  Standard,  January  4,  1859. 

127  North  Carolina  Standard,  January  4,  1859. 

128  North  Carolina  Standard,   January    15,    1859,   quoting   the    Charlotte 
Democrat. 

129  Journal  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  North-Carolina,  Session  of  1858- 
y59,  219-220,  hereinafter  cited  as  House  Journal,  with  date. 
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be  in  accordance  with  the  consistent  and  dignified  character  of  the 
State,  and  such  as  becomes  a  just  and  Christian  people — cultivating 
amicable  relations  with  our  associate  States,  and  reciprocating  offices 
of  kind  and  neighborly  friendship,  at  the  same  time  that  we  manifest 
a  jealous  regard  for  our  own  political  rights;  forbearing  towards 
those  with  whom  we  are  associated  in  the  most  elevated  pursuits  that 
can  engage  the  attention  of  men,  yet  firm  in  the  maintenance  of  that 
equality  without  which  any  association  would  be  a  living  badge  of 
shame;  tolerant  in  others  of  those  differences  of  opinion  which  result 
from  education,  association,  climate,  soil,  and  the  many  causes  which 
tend  to  influence  character  in  its  formation,  yet  yielding  nothing  of 
the  convictions  of  our  judgment;  abstaining  from  hasty  and  intem- 
perate threats,  as  inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of  a  sovereign  State, 
yet  not  slow  to  protest  firmly,  and  deliberately  against  impending 
injuries;  always  deliberating  considerately  and  discreetly,  resolving 
with  decision,  and  executing  those  resolves  with  certainty,  boldness, 
vigor  and  courage.  Such  a  course  will,  at  least,  gain  us  the  high  reward 
of  our  own  self-respect,  and  may  tend  to  induce  a  returning  sense  of 
justice  on  the  part  of  such  as  are  disposed  to  infringe  our  rights; 
failing  in  which,  however,  it  will  fortify  us  before  men  in  whatever 
position  we  may  think  proper  to  occupy  in  the  events  that  may  fol- 
low.130 

"The  Address,"  commented  the  Standard,  "was  delivered  in  a 
very  handsome  and  impressive  manner,  and  was  received  with 
marked  evidences  of  approval  and  gratification  by  the  audi- 
ence." 131  This  audience  included  a  considerable  number  of 
spectators  who  braved  the  unfavorable  weather  to  attend.  About 
a  dozen  women  were  in  the  gallery.132 

The  General  Assembly  in  session  at  the  time  of  Ellis'  inaug- 
uration was  overwhelmingly  Democratic.  "The  session  lasted 
ninety-five  days,  the  longest  in  the  history  of  the  General  As- 
sembly to  that  time.  It  had  no  record  of  achievement  correspond- 
ing." 133  The  early  days  of  the  session  were  taken  up  in  selecting 
the  United  States  senators.  William  W.  Holden,  having  lost  the 
gubernatorial  nomination  to  Ellis,  felt  sure  that  he  would  re- 
ceive the  nod  from  the  Party  for  the  Senate.  Certain  politicians, 
however,  caused  him  to  be  defeated.134 


130  House  Journal  1858-1859,  220. 

isi  North  Carolina  Standard,  January  4,  1859. 

™2North  Carolina  Standard,  January  4,  1859. 

133  J.  G.  de  Roulhac  Hamilton,  Party  Politics  in  North  Carolina  (Chapel 
Hill:  The  University  of  North  Carolina  Press  [Volume  15,  Numbers  1  and 
2,  of  The  James  Sprunt  Studies  in  History  and  Political  Science'],  1916), 
190,  hereinafter  cited  as  Hamilton,  Party  Politics. 

134  "Holden  .  .  .  had  behaved  very  well,  accepting  his  defeat  with  good 
grace  rather  than  otherwise  and  giving  to  Ellis  very  loyal  support.  All 
this  counted  for  nothing  in  the  desire  of  his  enemies  to  crush  him.  The 
fight  was  redoubled  when  it  became  evident  that  his  name  would  be  pre- 
sented to  the  legislature  for  election  to  the  United  States  Senate.  Here 
begins  the  breach  between  Holden  and  the  States'  Rights  Democracy  which 
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Holden,  it  appears,  never  really  got  over  being"  defeated  by 
Ellis  for  the  nomination  in  1858.  Outwardly  he  supported  Ellis 
with  the  printed  and  spoken  word ;  inwardly  he  was  greatly  dis- 
appointed. He  considered  his  defeat  personal  and  not  political. 
This  was  ironic,  in  that  this  man  was  almost  wholly  responsible 
for  restoring  the  Democratic  Party  to  power.  It  was  he  "who 
had  fought  to  give  the  state  free  suffrage,  a  better  school  sys- 
tem, and  more  internal  improvements,  [but]  was  not  considered 
good  enough  personally  to  be  the  party's  candidate  for  gover- 
nor." 135 

The  Democratic  convention  of  1858  marks  the  turning  point 
in  Holden's  career.  He  supported  Ellis  in  the  campaign,  "But  the 
old  exuberance,  the  dauntless  optimism  of  the  Standard,  the  ex- 
pansive buoyancy  born  of  confidence,  were  to  an  extent  gone. 
Holden  had  been  made  too  acutely  aware  of  his  obscure  birth, 
had  been  reminded  too  sharply  that  he  was  the  craftsman  among 
gentry.  .  .  ." 136 

Holden's  second  defeat  at  the  hands  of  the  "aristocratic"  ele- 
ment within  a  few  months  almost  produced  an  open  split  in  the 
Democratic  Party.  The  forthcoming  visit  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  is  thought  by  some  to  have  had  a  healing  effect  of 
this  schism  so  that  the  Party  could  win  the  approaching  con- 
gressional elections.137 

Ellis  was  vitally  interested  in  internal  improvements  for  the 
State  as  witnessed  in  the  campaign  of  1858.  Soon  after  taking 
office  he  recommended  to  the  legislature  that  it  devise  some 
means  for  completing  the  navigation  works  on  the  Cape  Fear 
and  Deep  rivers  from  Fayetteville  to  the  coal  fields  in  Chatham 
County.  It  was  reported  that  "There  are  few  places  to  be  found 
in  our  country  where  there  is  such  a  concentration  of  materials, 
and  which  can  be  mined  with  so  little  toil  and  expense:  an 
abundance  of  the  best  fuel,  consisting  of  charcoal  and  the 
mineral  coals."  138  Ellis  was  highly  praised  for  his  "boldness 

he  had  organized  and  led,  a  breach  which  in  time,  although  he  was  the 
foremost  advocate  of  secession,  drove  him  into  the  ranks  of  Union  men 
simply  because  of  the  efforts  of  his  enemies  in  his  own  party."  Hamilton, 
Party  Politics,  189. 

135  Folk,  "W.  W.  Holden,"  312. 

136  Folk,  "W.  W.  Holden,"  312. 

187  Henry  M.  Wagstaff ,  State  Rights  and  Political  Parties  in  North  Caro- 
lina, 1776-1861  (Baltimore,  Maryland:  The  Johns  Hopkins  Press  [Johns 
Hopkins  University  Studies  in  Historical  and  Political  Science,  XXIV, 
Numbers  7  and  8],  1906),  103-104,  hereinafter  cited  as  Wagstaff,  State 
Rights. 

138  North  Carolina  Standard,  January  22,  1859. 
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and  directness"  in  recommending  this  worthy  project.139 

The  General  Assembly  of  1848-1849  authorized  a  corporation, 
with  the  name  of  the  Cape  Fear  and  Deep  River  Navigation  Com- 
pany, to  make  these  two  rivers  navigable  above  Fayetteville  to 
and  above  the  coal  fields  in  Chatham  County.  The  General  As- 
sembly, from  time  to  time,  contributed  large  amounts  toward 
the  completion  of  these  works  by  subscription  to  stock  and  loans 
of  money. 

At  the  session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  1858-1859,  it  was 
announced  that  the  corporation  had  expended  all  its  available 
funds,  but  the  works  had  not  been  completed.  Due  to  his  in- 
fluence, the  legislature  authorized  the  Governor  to  purchase  the 
property  for  a  sum  not  to  exceed  $450,000,  if  a  sale  should  take 
place.  They  also  authorized  the  Governor,  in  the  case  the  State 
should  purchase  the  works,  to  appoint  four  commissioners,  who, 
with  himself,  would  constitute  a  board  to  manage  these  works. 
Further,  they  appropriated  $100,000,  to  be  used  by  this  board 
to  complete  the  works.140 

In  March  Ellis  attended  the  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
Cape  Fear  and  Deep  River  Navigation  Company  in  Wilmington. 
He  represented  the  State's  interest  at  this  meeting.141  It  was 
probably  at  this  meeting  that  he  discussed  the  purchase  of  the 
works  for  the  State  with  the  stockholders. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Internal  Improvements,  a 
month  later,  Ellis  announced  that  he  had  purchased  the  Cape 
Fear  and  Deep  River  Navigation  Company  for  the  State  for  the 
sum  of  $365,000.142  The  following  day,  April  27,  the  Commis- 
sioners143 of  the  works  met  and  appointed  Ellwood  Morris144 
of  Pennsylvania  as  Chief  Engineer. 


139  North  Carolina  Standard,  January  22,  1859. 

li0  Executive  and  Legislative  Documents  Laid  Before  the  General  As- 
sembly of  North  Carolina  Sessions  1866-7  (Raleigh:  William  E.  Pell, 
State  Printer  [Executive  Document  No.  28],  1867)  1-2,  hereinafter  cited 
as  Executive  Document. 

141  North  Carolina  Standard,  March  26,  1859. 

142  North  Carolina  Standard,  April  30,  1859. 

143  The  Commissioners  of  the  Cape  Fear  and  Deep  River  Navigation  Com- 
pany were  N.  N.  Nixon  and  James  Cassidey  from  New  Hanover  County, 
Moses  A.  Bledsoe  from  Wake  County  and  Henry  A.  London  from  Chatham 
County.  The  Governor  was  also  a  member.  North  Carolina  Standard,  April 
30,  1859. 

144  "Mr.  Morris  is  a  distinguished  civil  engineer,  widely  known  as  a 
scientific  writer  on  matters  in  the  line  of  his  profession,  and  as  chief 
engineer  in  various  railroads  and  canals.  His  trained  habit  of  observation, 
combined  with  his  experience  upon  hydraulic  works,  fit  him  in  a  pre- 
eminent degree  for  the  improvement  of  river  navigation.  .  .  ."  North  Caro- 
lina Standard,  July  23,  1859. 
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Morris  proceeded  systematically  in  the  repair  of  these  works, 
but  the  progress  was  slow  due  to  freshets,  the  antagonism  of 
people  along  the  river,  and  the  lack  of  man  power.  Despite  these 
difficulties,  however,  the  work  was  finally  completed.145  Many 
useful  repairs  were  made  on  the  locks,  and  the  river  was  opened 
for  navigation,  with  a  minimum  depth  of  five  feet  of  water  from 
Fayetteville  to  Gulf  in  the  midst  of  the  coalfields,  a  distance  of 
81  miles.146 

In  keeping  with  his  policy  of  boosting  the  economy  of  the  State, 
Ellis  suggested  to  the  Board  of  Internal  Improvements  that  some 
method  be  found  to  expedite  the  transportation  of  freight  on 
the  railroads  of  the  State147  "without  trans  shipment  and  the 
delays  resulting  therefrom,  and  at  such  uniform  and  reasonable 
rates  as  shall  be  just  to  all,  and  prevent  the  diversion  of  North- 
Carolina  trade  and  products  from  North-Carolina  improve- 
ments." 148  The  presidents  of  the  various  railroads  in  the  State 
met  on  May  17,  and  worked  out  a  plan  to  expedite  the  flow  of 
traffic  over  all  the  roads.149 

In  commenting  on  his  concern  for  internal  improvements,  the 
Standard  said  of  Ellis  that  "The  personal  as  well  as  official  in- 
terest which  he  takes  in  internal  improvements,  as  well  as  in 
every  thing  else  calculated  to  develop  the  resources  of  our  good 
old  State,  cannot  be  too  highly  commended."  15° 

Ellis  continued  his  progressive  program  of  internal  improve- 
ments throughout  his  first  administration.  His  encouragement 
was  responsible  for  the  progress  made  in  the  area  of  railroads, 
plank  roads,  navigation  companies,  turnpike  roads,  and  the 
educational  system.  The  majority  of  the  Whig  press  realized 
the  benefits  deriving  to  the  State  which  Ellis  was  effecting  and 
expressed  their  gratification.  The  Fayetteville  Observer  criticized 
the  Greensborough  Patriot  for  its  condemnation  of  Ellis  by  say- 
ing that,  "We  are  satisfied  that  Gov.  Ellis  is  governed  in  all  his 
public  acts  by  a  sincere  desire  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the 
State.  The  interest  which  he  is  taking  in  the  cause  of  internal 


145  North  Carolina  Standard,  May  4,  and  July  27,  1859;   September  19, 
1860.  See  also,  letters  from  Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis  in  Volume  I. 

146  Executive  Document,  2. 

147  North  Carolina  Standard,  April  30,  1859. 

148  North  Carolina  Standard,  May  4,  1859. 

149  North  Carolina  Standard,  May  25,  1859. 
160  North  Carolina  Standard,  April  20,  1859. 
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improvements  and  of  education  should  command  the  commenda- 
tion even  of  'the  opposition'  press."  151 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  James  Buchanan,  attended 
the  commencement  exercises  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina 
at  Chapel  Hill  and  delivered  the  principal  address  on  June  1, 
1859.  His  visit  was  pronounced  as  'a  most  gratifying  event  in 
our  annals."  152  The  President  was  described  by  one  observer 
as  being  "A  venerable  and  wise  old  man,  burdened  but  not 
broken  by  the  cares  of  State.  .  .  ."  153  The  reason  for  his  visit 
has  been  described  by  some  as  an  expeditious  measure  to  unify 
the  Democratic  Party  in  the  State.154  Another  account  said  only 
that  he  "came  among  us  to  see  our  people,  to  take  them  by  the 
hand,  to  give  encouragement  by  his  presence  to  the  cause  of 
learning,  and  to  enjoy  a  brief  respite  from  the  arduous  labors 
of  his  great  office."  155  Perhaps  both  accounts  were  accurate. 

Governor  Ellis,  acting  as  the  official  escort  to  the  President, 
met  his  train  in  Weldon  on  Tuesday  morning,  May  31.  Standing 
on  the  piazza  of  Happer's  Hotel,  Ellis  introduced  the  President 
to  the  assembled  throng  saying,  ".  .  .  James  Buchanan  has  fought 
five  hundred  battles  for  the  Constitution  and  the  Union,  and 
never  one  against  them."  156  In  reply,  Buchanan  said : 

The  Governor  has  spoken  of  me  as  supporter  of  the  constitution  and 
the  Union,  and  he  has  spoken  truly.  I  ever  expect  to  be.  As  long  as 
this  great  charter  of  liberty  remains  unimpaired  we  shall  be  the 
greatest  and  the  happiest  people  in  the  world.  But  let  it  be  battered, 
and  we  become  the  scorn  of  the  world  and  the  hope  of  tyrants.  Thank 
God  there  is  no  danger  to  it  from  North-Carolina,  for  while  she  may 
have  had  her  differences  in  politics,  she  has  never  wavered  on  the 
great  question  of  the  constitution.   (Loud  and  Prolonged  cheers.)157 

At  every  depot  from  Weldon  to  Franklin  the  people  assembled 
in  large  numbers  to  see  and  sometimes  touch  their  President. 
To  most,  it  was  the  first  and  only  time  they  would  ever  see  a 
President,  and  they  made  the  most  of  it. 

In  speaking  at  Franklinton,  Buchanan  said  of  North  Caro- 
lina: 

The  time  may  come  to  try  their  patriotism,  and  I  trust  they  will  find 

151  North  Carolina  Standard,  August  3,  1859,  quoting  from  the  Fayette- 
ville  Observer. 

152  North  Carolina  Standard,  June  8,  1859. 

153  North  Carolina  Standard,  June  8,  1859. 
164  Wagstaff,  State  Rights,  103-104. 

155  North  Carolina  Standard,  June  8,  1859. 

156  North  Carolina  Standard,  June  8,  1859. 
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themselves  equal  to  the  crisis.  People  attempt  to  value  the  constitu- 
tion and  the  Union.  They  are  invaluable.  (Applause)  .  .  .  You  cannot 
estimate  the  blessings  which  the  constitution  and  the  Union  confer 
upon  the  people  of  the  United  States  and  all  mankind.158 

Arriving  in  Raleigh  that  evening  the  President  was  met  by  a 
huge  crowd  of  admirers.  Again  he  spoke  with  much  feeling  to 
this  great  outpouring  of  humanity  who  had  come  to  honor  him : 

It  has  become  fashionable  when  any  little  discontent  arises  in  the 
country  to  threaten  to  break  up  this  glorious  Union. 

If,  in  the  frenzy  of  political  excitement,  this  great  Union  should 
be  dissolved,  ages  yet  unborn  will  curse  the  day  that  we  had  in  our 
trust  the  liberties  of  the  world.159 

Governor  Ellis,  the  President,  and  his  party  spent  the  night 
in  Raleigh,  and  left  the  next  morning  at  nine  o'clock  for  Chapel 
Hill.  The  distance  of  23  miles  from  Raleigh  to  "Durham's  Sta- 
tion" 16°  was  accomplished  in  about  50  minutes.  Upon  their 
arrival  they  transferred  to  carriages  for  the  trip  to  Chapel  Hill, 
a  distance  of  12  miles.  The  Presidential  party  arrived  about 
twelve  o'clock. 

The  President  attended  all  the  public  exercises  during  com- 
mencement, and  also  registered  his  name  as  a  member  of  the 
Philanthropic  Literary  Society.161  On  Thursday  he  spoke  to  the 
graduating  class: 

I  would  advise  these  young  men  to  devote  themselves  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  for  without  these  blessings 
our  liberties  are  gone.  Let  this  Constitution  be  torn  into  atoms;  let 
the  members  of  this  Union  separate;  let  thirty  Republics  rise  up 
against  each  other,  and  it  would  be  the  most  fatal  day  for  the  liber- 
ties of  the  human  race  that  ever  dawned  upon  any  land.  Let  us  keep 
together,  then,  for  better  or  for  worse,  as  man  and  wife.162 

It  was  reported  that  "At  the  conclusion  of  President  Buchanan's 
remarks,  cheer  after  cheer  went  up  simultaneously  from  the 
assembled  multitude."  163 

After  the  exercises  on  Thursday,  the  President  had  a  reception  under 


158  North  Carolina  Standard,  June  8,  1859. 

159  North  Carolina  Standard,  June  8,  1859. 

leo  Durhamville,  a  Pos^  office  as  early  as  1850,  took  its  name  from  a 
physician,  Dr.  Bartlett  Durham,  whose  home  was  on  present  Corcoran 
Street.  Dr.  Durham  gave  the  North  Carolina  Railroad  Company  four  acres 
of  land  for  a  railroad  station.  "The  railroad  was  completed  to  this  place 
in  1854."  It  was  at  first  called  Durhamville  Station,  but  was  later  shortened 
to  Durham's  Station.  William  Kenneth  Boyd,  The  Story  of  Durham,  City 
of  the  New  South   (Durham:   Duke  Univprsity  Press,  1925),  25-27. 

161  North  Carolina  Standard,  June  15,  1859. 

162  North  Carolina  Standard,  June  15,  1859. 
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the  celebrated  "Poplar"  in  the  campus,  where  many  hundreds  of  per- 
sons paid  their  respects  to  him.164 

The  University  conferred  the  honorary  degree  of  LL.D.  upon 
President  James  Buchanan ;  Mitchell  King,  of  Charleston,  South 
Carolina ;  and  the  Rt.  Rev.  James  H.  Otey,  Bishop  of  Tennessee. 

During  Buchanan's  visit  to  North  Carolina,  "The  Union  ac- 
cording to  the  Constitution,  seemed  to  be  uppermost  in  his 
thoughts.  .  .  ."  165  He  appeared  to  have  sensed  the  approaching 
crisis.  The  tone  of  his  speeches  was  one  of  conciliation  and  com- 
promise, not  one  of  threats  and  reprisals.  From  all  reports,  the 
people  of  the  State  liked  what  he  said,  and  sincerely  believed 
that  the  Union  should  and  must  be  saved.166 

Shortly  after  the  departure  of  the  President,  the  Governor's 
wife  gave  birth  to  a  daughter  on  June  8,  in  the  Executive  Man- 
sion. This  little  girl  was  named  Mary  Daves. 

While  Buchanan  was  defending  the  Union  in  North  Carolina, 
its  sister  State,  Virginia,  was  serving  as  the  spawning  ground 
for  unrest  and  disunity.  The  fanatic  will  always  find  followers 
and  "Old  Brown  of  Osawatomie"  was  no  exception. 

With  financial  aid  from  several  New  England  and  New  York 
abolitionists,  John  Brown  contrived  a  scheme  to  instigate  a 
slave  insurrection  in  Virginia.  If  successful,  he  planned  to 
establish  Virginia  as  a  free  State  from  which  he  could  operate 
in  spreading  rebellion  southward. 

Collecting  arms  and  munitions  on  a  farm  in  Maryland  across 
the  Potomac  River  from  Harpers  Ferry,  Brown  led  a  band  of 
18  men  in  an  attack  on  this  community  on  October  16,  1859.  They 
captured  the  Federal  arsenal  and  armory  and  held  several  local 
citizens  as  hostages.  To  his  great  surprise,  however,  no  slaves 
rallied  around  his  banner.  Brown  and  his  surviving  followers 
were  taken  prisoners,  after  two  days  of  battle,  by  a  force  of 
United  States  Marines  commanded  by  Colonel  Robert  E.  Lee. 

"The  people  of  North  Carolina  were  more  genuinely  alarmed 
by  the  attempted  insurrection  at  Harpers  Ferry  than  by  any 
other  event  prior  to  the  election  of  Lincoln  in  1860."  167  This 


lei  North  Carolina  Standard,  June  8,  1859. 

165  North  Carolina  Standard,  June  8,  1859. 

we  phiiip  Auchampaugh,  "A  Forgotten  Journey  of  An  Antebellum  Presi- 
dent," Tyler's  Quarterly  Historical  and  Genealogical  Magazine,  XVI  (July, 
1935),  1-7. 

167  Joseph  Carlyle  Sitterson,  The  Secession  Movement  in  North  Carolina 
(Chapel  Hill:  The  University  of  North  Carolina  Press  [Volume  23,  Num- 
ber 2,  of  The  James  Sprunt  Studies  in  History  and  Political  Science], 
1939),  148,  hereinafter  cited  as  Sitterson,  Secession  Movement  in  North 
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fear  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  the  State  was  due  in  part  to 
the  State's  close  proximity  to  the  seat  of  rebellion.  The  press  over 
the  State  carried  full  accounts  of  the  raid  and  the  events  lead- 
ing up  to  and  including  the  execution  of  John  Brown.  "Various 
conjectures  have  been  made  as  to  the  effect  of  this  incendiary 
movement  on  political  parties.  It  will  put  the  southern  people 
still  more  on  their  guard,"  warned  the  Standard,  "and  will 
unite  them  more  thoroughly  in  the  determination  not  to  submit 
to  the  rule  of  Seward."  168 

John  Brown  was  "an  old  man,  half  mad,  who  knew  nought  of 
peace  or  calm  save  in  strife,  accepted  the  responsibility  for  a 
nation's  failure  to  get  on  with  its  problems.  .  .  .  His  hands  were 
already  bloody,  and  bitter  hatred  and  thirst  for  vengeance  in 
his  twisted  mind  took  on  the  pattern  of  a  great  mission  to  be 
performed."  169  After  it  was  revealed,  however,  that  prominent 
northerners  were  connected  with  the  affair,  and  that  northern 
opinion  was  in  sympathy  with  Brown,  "a  wave  of  indignation, 
hatred,  and  fear  swept  across  the  whole  South  to  give  it  a 
unity  it  had  not  known  before.  .  .  .  Talk  of  secession  became 
general."  17° 

The  raid  on  Harpers  Ferry  produced  several  immediate  ef- 
fects on  the  people  of  North  Carolina.  Probably  the  most  visible 
was  that  it  called  attention  to  its  outdated  militia  system  and 
outmoded  weapons.  The  result  was  a  plea  from  Governor  Ellis 
to  the  War  Department  in  Washington  for  arms  to  quiet  the 
feeling  of  insecurity  among  the  people.  It  also  hastened  the 
formation  of  military  companies  throughout  the  State.171 

Another  effect  on  the  people  of  the  State  was  "the  frequent 
discussions  during  the  remainder  of  the  year  and  in  the  early 
months  of  1860  of  the  likelihood  of  disunion."  172  Still  another 
effect  was  that  "a  determination  that  the  rights  of  the  South 
must  be  maintained  at  all  hazards."  173 


168  North  Carolina  Standard,  October  26,  1859. 

169  Avery  O.  Craven,  The  Growth  of  Southern  Nationalism,  1848-1861. 
Volume  VI  of  A  History  of  the  South,  edited  by  Wendell  Holmes  Stephen- 
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171  Sitterson,  Secession  Movement  in  North  Carolina,  150-151;  North  Caro- 
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172  Sitterson,  Secession  Movement  in  North  Carolina,  151. 
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The  Council  of  State174  met  on  December  6,  1859,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  filing  a  vacancy  which  had  occurred  on  the  Supreme 
Court  bench.  The  members  quickly  appointed  Matthias  E.  Manly 
to  replace  Thomas  Ruffin  who  had  resigned.  Since  the  General 
Assembly  was  not  in  session  at  this  time,  they  felt  it  their  duty 
to  make  some  official  statement  concerning  the  recent  incident 
in  Virginia.  They  unanimously  adopted  a  resolution  commend- 
ing the  conduct  of  the  Governor  of  Virginia  in  dealing  promptly 
with  the  incident  at  Harpers  Ferry.  Further,  they  advised  Gov- 
ernor Ellis  "to  cause  the  militia  of  the  State  to  be  efficiently 
organized.  .  .  ."  175  They  also  suggested  that  Ellis  "require  our 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  other  peace  officers,  to  cause  all 
strangers  from  non-slaveholding  States  canvassing  this  State 
as  venders  of  merchandize,  or  solicitors  for  the  sale  of  the 
same,  lecturers,  tract  and  book  agents,  or  for  any  other  purpose 
whatever,  to  be  subjected  to  the  strictest  scrutiny.  .  .  ."  176 

Further  excitement  created  by  the  John  Brown  Raid  in  this 
State  was  intensified,  ironically  enough,  by  two  former  North 
Carolinians — Hinton  Rowan  Helper,  born  in  Davie  County,  and 
the  Reverend  Daniel  Worth,  whose  birthplace  was  Guilford 
County. 

Helper  wrote  The  Impending  Crisis  of  the  South:  How  to 
Meet  It,  which  was  first  published  in  mid-1857.  It  has  been  said 
that  "this  book  was  probably  the  most  caustic,  scathing,  and 
vituperative  criticism  of  slavery  and  slaveholders  ever  writ- 
ten." 177  This  book  probably  contribtued  a  great  deal  to  the  elec- 
tion of  Lincoln  and  the  conflict  which  followed.  The  South  hated 
and  despised  the  book  and  the  author  with  such  passion  that 
it  was  unthinkable  for  any  right-minded  southerner  to  own  one. 
Governor  Ellis  was  even  accused  by  the  Greensborough  Patriot 
of  possessing  a  copy  of  Helper's  book.  The  Standard  quickly  de- 
fended the  Governor,  saying: 

The  Governor  has  the  utmost  aversion  for  both  Helper  and  his 
book.  While  in  New  York  last  fall  Helper  endeavored  to  force  himself 
upon  him  [the  Governor]  and  at  length  sent  him  a  copy  of  his  book. 


174  The  members  of  the  Council  of  State  at  this  time  were :  John  A.  Avirett, 
Onslow  County;  J.  L.  Bridgers,  Edgecombe  County;  Josiah  T.  Granberry, 
Perquimans  County;  P.  M.  Powell,  Richmond  County;  W.  J.  Yates,  Meck- 
lenburg County;  Jesse  A.  Waugh,  Forsyth  County;  Dr.  Columbus  Mills,  Polk 
County,  North  Carolina  Standard,  December  10,  1859. 

175  North  Carolina  Standard,  December  10,  1859. 
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America  (Charlottesville,  Virginia:  The  Historical  Publishing  Company, 
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The  Governor  very  deliberately  tossed  it  out  of  the  window  as  soon 
as  it  was  placed  in  his  hands.  Recently  another  copy  has  been  sent 
to  him  by  mail,  and  this  copy  he  lights  his  pipe  with.178 

The  Standard  was  incensed  that  an  opposition  paper  would  ac- 
cuse the  Governor  of  owning  a  piece  of  incendiary  material.  It 
demanded  to  know  "How  did  you  find  out  that  a  copy  of  this 
incendiary  work  had  been  sent  to  Gov.  Ellis?  Are  you  in  cor- 
respondence with  the  abolitionists?"  179  Daniel  Worth,  the  other 
abolitionist  mentioned,  although  born  in  North  Carolina,  left 
the  State  at  an  early  age  and  settled  in  Indiana.  There  he  be- 
came a  Wesleyan  Methodist  minister  and  a  vigorous  abolitionist. 
He  returned  to  North  Carolina  in  the  fall  of  1857  as  a  mis- 
sionary, preaching  and  disseminating  seditious  literature,  in- 
cluding Helper's  Impending  Crisis.180 

There  was  some  concern  throughout  the  State  over  the  actions 
of  Worth  prior  to  the  John  Brown  Raid,  but  this  was  intensified 
after  the  affair  in  Virginia.  Worth  was  arrested  the  latter  part 
of  December,  1859. 181  Governor  Ellis  was  warned  by  John  T. 
Harriss  during  the  latter  part  of  December  that  Worth  was  col- 
lecting arms  at  the  Briles  farm  in  Randolph  County.182  Ellis 
and  have  due  search  made  for  arms  [,]  incendiary  books,  .  .  ."  183 
and  anything  else  that  Worth  might  be  hiding  on  that  farm. 
Judge  Dick  assured  the  Governor  that  "You,  and  all  friends 
of  Law  &  order,  may  be  fully  satisfied,  that  we  will  do  our  duty 
&  our  whole  duty  in  this  matter,  and  no  one  will  escape  against 
whom  evidence  can  be  procured."  184 

Worth  was  tried  for  his  abolitionist  activities  in  the  spring 
of  1860,  and  found  guilty  at  his  trial  in  both  Asheboro  and 
Greensboro.  He  escaped  to  New  York,  however,  before  the  sen- 
tence of  the  court  could  be  carried  out.185 

The  Worth  case  caused  the  people  of  the  State  to  become 
more  aware  of  the  abolition  campaign  taking  place  over  the 
State.  They  became  very  suspicious  of  traveling  emissaries  no 
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matter  what  their  avocations  were.  There  was  even  some  talk 
of  calling  an  extra  session  of  the  General  Assembly  to  deal  with 
the  tense  situation.  Ellis  refused,  however,  to  be  stampeded  into 
any  act  on  his  part  which  might  cause  undue  excitement.  His 
refusal  to  call  a  special  session  of  the  legislature  was  met  with 
general  approval.186 

Under  the  circumstances,  it  was  natural  for  the  Standard  to 
ask  the  question,  "What  will  North-Carolina  do  in  the  event 
of  the  election  of  a  black  Republican  President?"  187  In  answer 
to  its  own  question,  the  Standard  suggested  that  the  people  of 
the  State  should  not  wait  and  see  if  one  were  elected,  but  should 
prepare  for  one  to  be  elected.  It  also  asked  the  following  per- 
tinent questions: 

Is  our  militia  system  at  all  efficient?  And  if  efficient,  which  no  one 
asserts,  have  we  arms  for  our  militia?  Hundreds  of  gallant  citizens 
have  recently  volunteered,  have  we  arms  for  them?  Have  we  ball  and 
powder? — Are  the  various  captain's  districts  in  the  State  under  vigi- 
lant patrol?  Are  we  ready  now  to  encounter  unjust  aggression.  .  .  . 
Are  we  prepared  to  meet  these  aggressions  and  to  make  this  demand 
on  a  war  footing,  with  arms  in  our  hands?  Alas  no!  With  the  black 
Republicans  might  makes  right.188 

Not  only  was  Ellis  busy  with  the  relations  between  the  federal 
government  and  North  Carolina,  but  he  was  involved  also  with 
politics  at  home.  Meetings  were  held  over  the  State  during  the 
latter  part  of  1859  and  the  first  part  of  1860  for  the  purpose  of 
appointing  delegates  to  the  Democratic  State  Convention  to  be 
held  in  Raleigh  on  March  8,  1860,  to  nominate  a  candidate  for 
Governor. 

Late  in  December,  1859,  the  Democratic  press  began  its  cam- 
paign for  the  renomination  of  Ellis : 

In  every  meeting  so  far,  the  administration  of  Gov.  Ellis  has  been 
cordially  approved,  and  he  recommended  for  re-nomination. 

...  we  can  say  sincerely,  that  in  all  our  intercourse  with  politicians 
and  public  officers,  we  have  never  found  one  who  was  more  anxious  to 
discharge  his  duties  honestly,  fairly,  and  in  such  a  way  as  would  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  the  State  and  her  citizens,  than  John  W.  Ellis. 
While  he  is  a  decided  party  man,  his  actions  are  not  governed  entirely 
by  political  or  sectional  considerations,  but  by  an  earnest  desire  to 
do  right  and  discharge  the  responsible  duties  of  his  official  station  so 
that  North  Carolina  may  have  honor  and  the  people  profit  thereby.189 


186  North  Carolina  Standard,  January  18  and  February  1,  1860;  Raleigh 
Register,  January  18,  1860. 
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During  the  early  weeks  of  1860,  the  press  spoke  of  Ellis  many 
times  in  glowing  terms,  and  assured  the  people  that  he  would 
be  renominated  and  elected  comfortably: 

The  unanimity  with  which  the  administration  of  Gov.  Ellis  has 
been  approved  by  the  Democracy  of  the  State  generally,  is  most  grati- 
fying. The  Convention  of  the  8th  of  March  next,  in  nominating  Gov. 
Ellis  for  re-election,  will  but  announce  and  register  the  wish  and 
the  will  of  the  Democracy  of  the  State.  We  anticipate  his  re-election 
by  a  commanding  majority.190 

The  Opposition  State  Convention,  as  it  was  called  by  the 
Standard,  for  lack  of  a  better  name,  met  on  February  22,  1860. 
This  reorganized  Whig  Party  nominated  John  Pool  of  Pasquo- 
tank County,  an  eastern  Whig,  for  the  governorship.  This  con- 
vention adopted  a  platform  in  favor  of  an  ad  valorem  system  of 
taxation.  "The  object  of  this  is  to  tax  slaves  according  to  value, 
instead  of  per  capita,  as  at  present."  191  John  Pool  was  described 
as  follows: 

The  nominee  of  the  Oppositionists  or  Know  Nothings  for  Governor 
is  a  clever  gentleman  personally  and  a  man  of  talents.  He  is  well  in- 
formed, and  is  a  practiced  and  skillful  debater.  But  that  is  about  all. 
His  record  is  against  him.  We  do  not  know  that  he  has  ever  said  or 
done  any  thing  for  the  masses  of  the  people  of  his  own  section  or  of 
North  Carolina ;  and  we  have  never  heard  that  he  had  much  sympathy 
with  the  people  generally.192 

The  Democratic  State  Convention  met  in  Raleigh  a  few  weeks 
later  on  March  8  and  9,  1860.  It  was  said  of  this  meeting  by  a 
contemporary  Democrat,  that  "A  more  intelligent  or  patriotic 
body  of  men  never  assembled  in  North-Carolina."  193  The  dele- 
gates hardily  condemned  ad  valorem  and  the  resurrected  Whig 
Party  for  advocating  this  type  of  tax.  Instead  they  advocated 
equality  of  taxation  of  all  types  of  property  as  far  as  possible 
under  the  State  Constitution. 

The  Governor  invited  all  the  delegates  to  the  Executive  Man- 
sion on  Thursday  night.  They  arrived  about  nine  o'clock  and 
"were  entertained  by  Gov.  Ellis  in  the  Executive  Mansion  in  the 
best  style.  The  delegates  were  presented  to  the  accomplished 
lady  of  the  Governor,  who  presides  with  so  much  grace  and 
good  sense  over  the  domestic  department  of  the  Mansion."  194 

On  the  following  day,  the  call  was  made  by  the  chair  for 


190  North  Carolina  Standard,  February  8,  1860. 
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nominations  for  governor  immediately  after  the  platform  was 
adopted.  W.  W.  Avery  of  Burke  County  introduced  the  following 
resolution  endorsing  and  recommending  the  renomination  of 
John  W.  Ellis  for  governor : 

Resolved,  That  the  course  of  Gov.  Ellis  has  been  such  as  to  confirm 
and  increase  the  confidence  reposed  in  him,  to  reflect  honor  upon 
himself,  and  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  entire  State,  and  that 
with  the  fullest  confidence  in  his  triumphant  re-election,  we  again 
present  to  the  people  of  North  Carolina,  as  the  Democratic  candidate 
for  Governor,  John  W.  Ellis,  of  Rowan,  a  gentleman  and  a  patriot, 
a  statesman  fully  tried  and  never  found  wanting.195 

Loud  cheers  and  applause  greeted  the  unanimous  adoption  of 
this  resolution. 

Friday  evening  about  seven  o'clock,  Governor  Ellis  appeared 
on  the  floor  of  the  Convention  and  was  met  with  deafening  ap- 
plause. He  thanked  the  delegates  for  their  warm  support,  and 
accepted  the  nomination  and  all  the  responsibilities  that  went 
with  it.  He  fondly  recalled  that  only  16  years  earlier  he  had 
participated  in  his  first  political  meeting  and  it  was  a  Democratic 
State  Convention.  His  address  was  an  appeal  for  unity  in  the 
Party.  Peace  could  be  restored,  he  continued,  if  the  Democrats 
would  beat  the  Black  Republicans  at  the  polls.  In  his  opinion, 
they  were  the  cause  of  the  slavery  agitation.  His  language  was 
strong  in  denouncing  the  abolitionists,  but  he  did  not  resort  to 
any  threats  of  secession ;  instead,  his  appeal  was  for  the  consti- 
tution.196 

Shortly  after  this  rousing  speech  by  Ellis,  there  appeared  an 
editorial  in  the  Standard  entitled  "Let  us  be  United"  in  which 
the  Democrats  were  exhorted  to 

stand  as  one  man  around  our  candidate  for  Governor.  Let  us  sustain 
him  and  re-elect  him,  because  he  has  acquitted  himself  well  in  the 
position  in  which  he  was  placed  in  1858,  and  because  he  is  the  State 
embodiment  of  the  paramount  issue,  to  wit,  the  preservation  of  the 
Union  on  a  Constitutional  basis.  .  .  .197 

The  major  issue  of  the  day  was  ad  valorem  taxation.  The 
Democrats  had,  until  this  time,  always  been  characterized  as 
the  Party  in  favor  of  reform.  They  now,  however,  found  them- 
selves opposed  to  reform  of  the  unpopular  portion  of  the  revenue 
law  which  placed  a  head  tax  on  slaves,  but  did  not  tax  them  as 
property.  The  Democrats  were  also  opposed  to  the  popular  propo- 


195  North  Carolina  Standard,  March  10,  1860. 
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sition  to  "change  the  Constitution  so  as  to  tax  slaves  like  other 
property.  .  .  ." 198 

The  unequal  burdens  of  taxation  imposed  by  the  revenue  sys- 
tem of  the  State  threatened  the  supremacy  of  the  Democratic 
Party  in  1860  even  more  than  the  question  of  distribution  had 
done  in  1858.  Governor  David  S.  Reid  in  1852  and  1854  had 
proposed  the  adoption  of  the  ad  valorem  principle  of  taxation — 
taxation  according  to  value.  The  revenue  laws  were  revised  in 
1854,  1856,  and  1858,  but  excluded  the  ad  valorem  system. 

In  1858  the  ad  valorem  issue  was  taken  up  by  the  legislature. 
Moses  A.  Bledsoe  of  Wake  County  was  its  champion.  It  was  his 
contention  that  taxes  from  a  piece  of  property  valued  at  $1,000 
yielded  $1.50  while  taxes  on  a  slave  of  the  same  valuation  yielded 
only  $.50.  He  estimated  that  between  one-third  and  one-half  of 
the  property  in  North  Carolina  consisted  of  slaves,  but  less 
than  one-seventh  of  the  revenue  was  levied  from  these  slaves. 
His  thesis  was  that  slaves  were  considered  property  and  should 
be  taxed  accordingly.  He  insisted  that  the  present  system  dis- 
criminated in  favor  of  the  slaveowner  and  against  the  owners 
of  all  other  property.  Although  the  arguments  set  forth  by 
Bledsoe  were  well-founded,  his  proposals  were  defeated. 

An  organization  calling  itself  the  "Wake  County  Working- 
Men's  Association"  was  formed  on  October  10,  1859,  in  Raleigh, 
for  the  express  purpose  of  voicing  publicly  their  discontent  with 
the  revenue  laws,  saying  that  these  laws  operated  against  those 
who  were  least  able  to  pay,  and  insisted  that  the  law  should  tax 
every  citizen  according  to  the  value  of  his  property.  This  group 
had  intentions  of  organizing  a  State-wide  association,  with 
equal  taxation  as  its  theme.  It  was  charged  by  some  that  this 
association  was  out  to  "get"  the  Democrats,  and  that  it  was 
really  a  political  organization.  It  was  even  accused  of  arraying 
class  against  class. 

The  ad  valorem  issue  tended  to  be  social-economic  rather  than 
a  political  question.  The  Democrats  in  the  west  were  prone  to 
favor  it,  while  the  eastern  Whigs  showed  an  inclination  against 
it.  In  general,  it  was  slaveholders  against  nonslaveholders — east 
versus  west.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  political  campaign 
which  ensued  between  Ellis  and  John  Pool  tended  at  times  to 
be  exciting,  bitter,  and  factious.199 


198  North  Carolina  Standard,  August  15,  1860. 

199  William  Franklin  Burton,  Jr.,  "The  Issue  of  Ad  Valorem  Taxation  in 
Ante-Bellum  North  Carolina"  (unpublished  master's  thesis,  University  of 
North  Carolina,  1940),  1-24,  hereinafter  cited  as  Burton,  "Ad  Valorem." 
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At  the  Democratic  State  Convention  early  in  March,  1860, 
Ellis  accused  the  Whigs  of  nominating  a  man  who  had  voted 
against  ad  valorem  in  1858 ;  now  two  years  later  he  was  carrying 
its  banner.  Ellis  said  that  the  Whigs  would  tax  everything  ac- 
cording to  value,  but  the  Democrats  would  exempt  necessities 
and  tax  only  the  luxuries.200 

From  early  April  until  the  latter  part  of  July,  Ellis  and  Pool 
traveled  the  State  together  and  debated  the  issues  before  the 
people  in  a  joint  canvass.201  At  times  the  two  candidates  almost 
came  to  blows,  but  were  restrained  by  cooler  heads.202  The 
Democrats  had  a  bad  time  of  it,  because  they  were  fighting 
against  reform,  but  Ellis  promised  to  reduce  taxes  on  land,  and 
called  the  Whigs  the  "Tin  Cup  Party"  because  they  would  leave 
nothing  untaxed  such  as  pots,  pans,  and  tin  cups.  He  favored 
instead  a  tax  on  luxuries  and  not  necessities.203 

The  Whigs  used  every  tactic  at  their  command  in  their  at- 
tempt to  defeat  Ellis.  They  appealed  to  the  nonslaveholders  hop- 
ing to  inflame  them  against  the  slaveholders.  They  tried  to  turn 
the  West  against  Ellis  by  accusing  him  of  saying  that  "The 
East  pays  her  full  measure  of  taxes,  heaped  up,  pressed  down, 
and  running  over.  Still  the  cry  from  the  West  is  like  the  horse- 
leech, Give !  Give  I"  204  Further,  they  accused  him  of  denouncing 
the  poor,  and  caring  nothing  for  the  working  man.205 

It  was  one  of  the  most  caustic  campaigns  in  the  history  of 
North  Carolina,  with  both  parties  predicting  victory  until  the 
last  moment.  The  final  vote,  however,  proved  another  Demo- 
cratic victory.  The  election  was  held  on  August  2,  and  Ellis  re- 


200  Burton,  "Ad  Valorem;'  25-29. 

201  North  Carolina  Standard,  March  28,  April  18,  May  16,  June  13  and  27, 
1860. 

203  Burton,  "Ad  Valorem,"  29. 

203  North  Carolina  Standard,  July  18,  1860. 

204  Raleigh  Register,  April  18,  1860.  Charles  Henry  Foster  reported  the 
public  debate  at  Gatesville  on  April  4,  between  Ellis  and  Pool  to  the  Mur- 
freesboro  Citizen.  "In  the  course  of  his  account  of  the  debate,  Foster  quoted 
Ellis  as  saying  that  the  East  paid  more  than  her  share  of  the  State  taxes 
while  the  West,  like  the  horse-leech  of  the  Biblical  parable,  ever  cried 
for  more  and  more.  Western  Whig  newspapers,  capitalizing  on  the  fact  that 
Foster  was  a  supporter  of  Ellis  and  therefore  free  of  any  charge  of  malice, 
pounced  avidly  on  this  evidence  of  Ellis'  favoritism.  Ellis  issued  a  repudia- 
tion of  the  remark  attributed  to  him,  but  Foster,  taking  it  into  his  head 
that  his  veracity  was  being  challenged,  issued  an  angry  affirmation  of  his 
own  version  of  the  speech.  .  .  .  Not  even  Foster  himself  realized  at  the 
time  that  his  hearing  was  declining  and  would  almost  desert  him  entirely 
within  three  years."  Roy  Johnson  and  Tom  Parramore,  The  Roanoke- 
Chowan  Story  (Murfreesboro:  The  Daily  Roanoke-Chowan  News,  [1963]), 
147. 

205 North  Carolina  Whig  (Charlotte),  June  19,  1860. 
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ceived  59,463  votes,  and  Pool  53,123.  Ellis  won  by  a  majority  of 
6,340  votes,  but  this  was  10,043  votes  less  than  his  majority  in 
1858.206 

The  Democratic  organ  admitted  after  the  election  that  the 
campaign  had  been  a  long  and  bitter  one,  especially  since  the 
candidates  had  to  defend  so  many  unpopular  issues.  They  also 
praised  Ellis  in  a  very  laudatory  manner: 

Gov.  Ellis  has  endeared  himself  still  more  to  the  Democracy  of  the 
State  by  his  efforts  in  the  late  campaign.  He  was  indefatigable  in  his 
labors,  always  full  of  hope  and  confidence,  though  surrounded  with  dif- 
ficulties which  would  have  depressed  an  ordinary  man.  .  .  .  We  would 
rather  add  to  than  diminish  the  honors  which  his  countrymen  have 
bestowed  upon  him.207 

Shortly  after  this  second  victory,  Mrs.  Ellis  gave  birth  to 
another  daughter.  She  was  born  on  October  9,  1860,  and  was 
named  Jean  Graham. 

The  sweet  taste  of  victory  a  second  time,  and  the  beautiful 
addition  to  the  family  were  cause  for  much  joy  in  the  Governors* 
Palace.  This  joy,  however,  no  matter  how  radiant,  could  not  il- 
luminate the  darkness  caused  by  the  approaching  ominous  cloud 
of  the  Civil  War.  North  Carolinians,  in  general,  had  been  aware 
of  its  approach  for  some  months.  Their  awareness  was  the 
result  of  events  such  as  John  Brown's  Raid;  congressional  de- 
bates filled  with  hatred;  and  abolition  activities  in  their  own 
State.208  Compared  to  her  sister  States  to  the  South,  however, 
she  remained  calm. 

This  composure  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  the  State  can  be 
explained  thusly :  First,  she  did  not  have  as  many  slaves  as  most 
other  southern  States,  and  her  economy  was  not  dependent  upon 
the  institution  of  slavery.  The  state  had  a  population  of  993,000, 
at  this  time,  and  only  28  per  cent  were  slaves.  Only  about  one 
out  of  four  families  owned  any  slaves  at  all.  It  was  a  State  of 
poor,  hard-working,  nonslaveholding,  small  farmers,  farm 
laborers,  and  tenants.  Secondly,  North  Carolinians  were,  in  gen- 
eral, a  level-headed  and  moderate  group  of  people.  Extremists 
and  firebrands  could  not  push  them  into  a  fight.209 

Ellis  very  astutely  pointed  out  this  fact  to  William  H.  Gist, 


206  Norton,  Democratic  Party,  236. 

207  Noyth  Carolina  Standard,  August  15,  1860. 
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209  Houston  G.  Jones,  "North  Carolina  and  the  Coming  of  the  Civil  War" 
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Governor  of  South  Carolina,  in  reply  to  an  earlier  letter  from 
Governor  Gist  concerning  the  actions  of  the  two  States  should 
Abraham  Lincoln  be  elected  President  of  the  United  States. 
He  said: 

Our  people  are  very  far  from  being  agreed  as  to  what  action  the 
State  should  take  in  the  event  of  Lincoln's  election  to  the  Presidency. 
Some  favor  submission,  some  resistence  and  others  still  would  wait.  .  . . 

None  of  our  public  speakers,  I  believe,  have  taken  the  ground  be- 
fore the  people,  that  the  election  of  Lincoln  would,  of  itself,  be  a 
cause  of  secession.  Many  have  said  it  would  not,  while  others  have 
spoken  equivocally. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  am  decidedly  of  [the]  opinion  that  a  majority 
of  our  people  would  not  consider  the  occurance  of  the  event  referred 
to  as  sufficient  ground  for  dissolving  the  Union  of  the  States.  For 
which  reason  I  do  not  suppose  that  our  Legislature,  which  will  meet 
on  the  nineteenth  probably,  will  take  any  steps  in  that  direction :  Such, 
for  instance,  as  the  calling  of  a  Convention.210 

But,  as  North  Carolina  and  the  other  Southern  States  had 
feared,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  elected  President.  The  Standard  echoed 
the  sentiment  of  the  populace : 

We  fear  that  our  worst  apprehensions  have  been  realized.  All  the 
returns  from  the  non-slaveholding  States  indicate  the  election  of  Mr. 
Lincoln.  .  .  .  For  our  part  our  motto  is,  Watch  and  Wait.  North-Caro- 
lina will  never  permit  Mr.  Lincoln  or  his  party  to  touch  the  institution 
of  domestic  slavery.211 

There  is  much  evidence  to  support  the  claim  made  by  many 
contemporary  historians  that  there  was  very  little  disunion 
sentiment  in  the  State  on  the  eve  of  Lincoln's  election.  Many 
North  Carolinas  abhorred  the  thought  of  a  Black  Republican  in 
the  White  House,  but  they  were  not  willing  to  destroy  the  fed- 
eral government  no  matter  how  obnoxious  it  might  be  to  them. 
The  people  would  wait  and  see  how  the  new  President  would 
treat  the  South.212 

The  General  Assembly  was  to  meet  on  November  19,  and  the 
people  waited  anxiously  for  Governor  Ellis'  message  to  this 
body.  It  was  anticipated  that  his  message  would  outline  the 
policy  North  Carolina  should  follow  in  the  crisis  between  the 
federal  government  and  the  South.213 

The  General  Assembly  met  as  scheduled  on  Monday,  Novem- 
ber 19,  1860.  The  next  day  at  12  o'clock  the  message  of  the 


210  John  W.  Ellis  to  William  H.  Gist,  October  19,  1860,  in  Volume  II. 
See  also,  earlier  letter  from  William  H.  Gist  to  John  W.  Ellis,  October  5, 
1860,  in  Volume  II. 
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Governor  was  received  and  read  to  the  House  of  Commons  by 
its  clerk.214 

The  Governor's  message  to  the  legislature  ran  32  pages  after 
it  was  printed.  The  first  26  pages  of  this  document  dealt  with 
the  domestic  affairs  of  the  State,  including  public  debt  and 
finances,  navigation,  railroads,  agriculture,  education,  Virginia- 
North  Carolina  boundary  line,  and  taxation  and  revenue.  The 
last  seven  pages  of  his  message  pertained  to  federal  relations.215 

Ellis  proposed  that  the  legislature  invite  the  "Southern  States 
to  a  conference,  or  such  of  them  as  may  be  inclined  to  enter  into 
consultation  with  us,  upon  the  present  condition  of  the  country." 
Or,  he  suggested  if  this  was  impracticable,  send  delegates  to 
neighboring  States  to  consult.  He  also  recommended  that  "a  con- 
vention of  the  people  of  the  State  be  called.  .  .  ." 

Further,  he  suggested  that  the  militia  be  reorganized,  and 
that  a  corps  of  10,000  volunteers  be  organized  separate  from  the 
militia  "and  that  they  be  suitably  armed  and  equipped."  216 

The  intent  of  this  message  was  not  a  call  for  secession,  but  a 
plea  for  the  "prevention  ...  of  civil  war,  and  the  preservation  of 
peace  amongst  us.  .  .  ." 217 

Approval  of  the  message  came  from  all  sections  of  the  State. 
The  majority  of  the  Democratic  press  supported  the  Governor's 
recommendations.218  One  bitter  opponent,  however,  was  the 
Standard.  This  paper  claimed  that  the  message  leaned  toward 
disunion.219  Holden,  the  editor  of  the  Standard,  had  been  defeated 
for  election  as  State  Printer  by  the  Democratic  caucus,  and  he 
accused  Ellis  of  using  his  influence  to  effect  his  defeat.  Perhaps 
this  was  the  main  reason  that  Holden  broke  with  the  Party  and 
the  Governor.220 

All  was  not  somber  and  sober  in  Raleigh  at  this  time.  The  con- 
vening of  the  new  legislature  brought  on  a  new  social  season  for 
the  State  capitol.  The  Governor's  levee  was  the  signal  for  it 
to  begin : 

On  Thursday  evening  last  [December  6,  1860],  His  Excellency,  Gov- 
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ernor  Ellis,  and  lady,  entertained  an  unusually  large  number  of  our 
fellow-citizens,  including  all  the  members  of  the  Legislature,  at  the 
Executive  Mansion.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  hospitalities  of  the 
mansion  were  dispensed  with  a  lavish  hand,  and  with  that  grace  and 
dignity  becoming  the  position  which  Governor  and  Mrs.  Ellis  so 
worthily  fill.  The  attendance  of  ladies  was  unusually  large  and  danc- 
ing was  kept  up  to  a  late  hour.221 

But  the  dawn  brought  the  problems  to  light  again.  The  legis- 
lature was  swamped  with  petitions,  resolutions,  and  memorials 
concerning  federal  relations,  the  militia,  and  a  convention.  The 
Journal  suggested  that  "As  a  necessary  consequence  it  follows 
that  some  action — something  besides  mere  talk  must  be  done 
by  North-Carolina.  .  .  ."  222 

This  may  have  been  an  innocent  appeal  on  the  part  of  the 
Journal  for  action,  but  the  Standard,  not  Ellis'  enemy,  thought 
otherwise  and  remarked  that  "The  State  Journal — the  Gover- 
nor's newspaper — is  doing  all  it  can  to  inflame  the  minds  of 
the  people  and  prepare  them  for  civil  war."  223 

Lines  had  already  been  formed  in  the  legislature  even  before 
the  Governor's  message  had  been  read,  but  a  perusal  of  this 
document  by  the  members  defined  them  more  sharply.  Two  fac- 
tions emerged,  the  radicals  or  secessionists,  who  favored  a  con- 
vention of  the  people  and  the  sending  of  delegates  to  a  southern 
conference.  The  conservatives  or  unionists,  on  the  other  hand, 
saw  no  necessity  for  any  action.224 

The  Governor's  suggestions  and  recommendations  were  re- 
ferred to  a  joint  committee  on  federal  relations.225  This  com- 
mittee submitted  both  a  majority  and  minority  report  on  De- 
cember 12.  The  majority  report  was  in  accord  with  Ellis'  mes- 
sage. It  recommended  the  call  of  a  convention,  reorganization 
of  the  State  militia,  and  the  formation  of  a  volunteer  corps. 

The  minority  report  signed  by  Giles  Mebane,  Nathan  Newby, 
and  David  Outlaw,  opposed  a  convention  on  the  grounds  that 
there  was  still  not  a  sufficient  justification  for  such  an  act.  They 
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favored  a  national  convention,  rather  than  a  State  convention, 
to  resolve  the  difficulties.226 

These  reports  were  debated  in  the  legislature  with  much  fervor 
until  the  Christmas  recess  began  on  December  22.  It  was  not 
known  what  the  results  would  be  when  the  General  Assembly 
reconvened  after  the  New  Year.227 

During  the  latter  part  of  December,  I.  W.  Garrott  and  R.  H. 
Smith,  commissioners  from  Alabama,  and  Jacob  Thompson,  com- 
missioner from  Mississippi,  visited  North  Carolina  to  urge  her 
to  co-operate  with  the  lower  South,  but  no  firm  commitment  was 
made  by  this  State.228 

On  December  20,  South  Carolina  formally  seceded  from  the 
Union. 

The  festive  air  of  the  Christmas  season,  heretofore  a  time 
of  joy,  was  dampened  by  an  air  of  tension.  The  people  knew 
something  was  about  to  happen,  but  they  were  not  sure  just  what 
to  expect.  They  could  only  watch  and  wait. 

Suddenly  it  happened  a  few  days  after  Christmas.  The  news- 
paper headlines  screamed  the  prelude  to  disaster: 

DIFFICULTY  AT  CHARLESTON! 


FORT  MOULTRIE  ABANDONED 
AND  GUNS  SPIKED 


FT.  SUMPTER  [sic]  OCCUPIED  BY  U.  S. 

TROOPS 


GREAT  EXCITEMENT229 

Ellis'  second  inauguration  was  not  as  elaborate  as  the  first, 
but  the  times  had  changed.  "On  Tuesday  last  [January  1,  1861], 
according  to  the  requirements  of  law,  Gov.  Ellis  was  formally 
installed  in  office  for  his  second  term.,,  230  The  oaths  were  ad- 
ministered by  the  Chief  Justice,  in  the  presence  of  the  Speakers 
of  both  Houses  and  many  spectators. 

Immediately  following  this  ceremony,  Ellis  was  waited  on  by 
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a  delegation  that  had  just  arrived  by  special  train  from  Wilming- 
ton. They  begged  his  permission  to  take  Forts  Caswell  and 
Johnston,  on  the  Cape  Fear  River,  to  prevent  them  from  being 
garrisoned  with  federal  troops.  He  refused  to  give  his  consent. 
Disregarding  the  Governor's  opposition,  a  group  of  citizens 
seized  the  forts  on  January  8.  The  following  day  Ellis  ordered 
them  to  return  the  forts  to  the  federal  government.  The  Gover- 
nor hastily  informed  President  Buchanan  of  what  had  happened 
and  the  actions  he  had  taken.  He  asked  the  President  for  assur- 
ance that  the  forts  would  not  be  occupied,  at  least  until  March  4. 
Ellis  was  assured  that  the  President  had  no  intention  of  sending 
troops  to  occupy  the  forts  in  North  Carolina.231 

The  people  in  general  breathed  a  sigh  of  relief  at  the  con- 
clusion of  this  episode.  Most  of  the  newspapers  of  the  State,  in- 
cluding the  Standard,  commended  the  Governor  on  his  quick 
action.232 

The  legislature  reassembled  on  January  7,  and  the  following 
day  passed  an  appropriation  of  $300,000  for  the  purchase  of 
arms  and  munitions.  In  the  latter  part  of  January,  Ellis  dis- 
patched Lieutenant  Charles  C.  Lee,  of  the  North  Carolina  Mili- 
tary Institute,  to  negotiate  for  and  purchase  arms  and  muni- 
tions for  the  State.233 

After  prolonged  and  heated  debate  the  General  Assembly 
passed  the  convention  bill  on  January  29.  The  bill  provided  that 
120  delegates  be  elected  on  February  28,  1861.  Each  county  was 
to  elect  the  same  number  of  delegates  equal  to  its  representation 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  The  people  were  also  to  vote  on  "Con- 
vention" or  "No  Convention."  234 

A  few  days  before  the  convention  bill  was  finally  passed,  the 
General  Assembly  elected  Thomas  Ruffin,  D.  M.  Barringer, 
David  S.  Reid,  John  M.  Morehead,  and  George  Davis  as  commis- 
sioners to  the  Peace  Conference  to  be  held  at  Washington  on 
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February  4.  Ironically,  David  L.  Swain,  M.  W.  Ransom,  and 
John  L.  Bridgers  were  elected  commissioners  to  the  meeting  of 
the  delegates  of  the  seceded  States  at  Montgomery  on  the  same 
day.235  By  this  act  North  Carolina  hoped  for  some  solution  to 
the  crisis.  It  is  significant  that  the  majority  on  both  commissions 
were  Unionists.236 

Meanwhile,  the  campaign  had  begun  in  earnest  to  control  the 
forthcoming  convention.  W.  W.  Holden  led  the  fight  against  the 
convention  declaring  that  it  was  a  vote  for  "Union  or  Dis- 
union !"  237  Not  so,  cried  the  Journal,  "The  question  is  not  Union 
or  Disunion,"  but  "What  shall  she  [North  Carolina]  do  to  pro- 
tect herself."  238 

The  radicals  denounced  the  Unionists  and  the  Unionists  blasted 
the  radicals  in  a  vitriolic  manner  of  unaccustomed  magnitude. 
Never  had  the  people  of  North  Carolina  been  given  such  a  choice 
to  make.  It  was  surely  a  choice  that  no  man  cared  to  consider 
lightly,  between  two  horns  of  a  dilemma. 

To  the  surprise  of  many,  the  convention  was  defeated  by  a  vote 
of  47,323  to  46,672.239  Of  the  120  delegates  elected  to  a  "No 
Convention,"  42  were  secessionists,  28  were  conditional  Union- 
ists, and  50  unconditional  Unionists.240 

Many  factors  contributed  to  the  defeat  of  the  convention. 
Probably  the  deciding  component  was  the  misleading  news  from 
the  Washington  Peace  Conference,  the  day  before  the  election, 
that  a  settlement  had  been  arranged  to  avert  conflict.  The  re- 
sults might  have  been  different  if  the  people  had  known  that 
the  Conference  had  adjourned,  and  that  the  commissioners  felt 
all  hope  was  lost  for  an  agreement.241 

It  had  been  a  bitter  campaign,  especially  in  Wake  County, 
with  charge  and  countercharge  being  hurled  in  every  direction. 
A  crowd  even  cast  insults  at  the  Governor  on  election  night. 
This  may  have  been  caused  by  bitterness,  or  perhaps  the  result 
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of  too  much  election  spirit  of  the  liquid  variety.  No  matter  what 
prompted  their  action: 

A  horde  of  fanatical  howlers  paraded  the  streets  of  this  city 
[Raleigh]  on  Thursday  night  [February  28,  1861],  carrying  trans- 
parencies, singing  election  songs  and  otherwise  disporting  them- 
selves. ...  on  reaching  the  Palace,  some  contemptible  miscreant 
had  the  shameless  audacity  to  call  for  "three  groans  for  john  w. 
ellis"  !242 

To  which  the  crowd  responded  almost  to  the  man,  to  the 
disgust  of  the  onlookers. 

This  was  not  a  typical  reaction  across  the  State,  but  the 
Unionists  rejoiced  mightily  over  this  unexpected  victory.  De- 
feat was  hard  to  accept  for  the  radicals  or  Southern  Rights 
Party,  as  they  called  themselves.  The  radical  press  was  certain 
that  forthcoming  events  would  point  out  the  error  of  their  ways 
to  the  Unionists.243 

What  was  North  Carolina  to  do  now?  She  had  defeated  the 
convention  bill ;  the  commissioners  had  returned  from  the  Peace 
Conference  with  little  hope  of  compromise;  and  President  Lin- 
coln's inaugural  address  reeked  with  coercion  and  caused  many 
conditional  Unionists  to  seek  the  secessionists'  camp.  Ellis, 
speaking  in  Wilmington  on  March  5,  saw  all  these  events  "lead- 
ing North  Carolina  to  join  her  fate  with  her  sisters  of  the 
South."  244 

The  Unionists  were  now  put  on  the  defensive  trying  des- 
perately to  stem  the  secession  tide.  They  could  not,  however, 
assure  the  people  of  anything  but  past  glories  of  a  Union,  pres- 
ently unable  to  save  itself  from  the  ravages  of  revolution.  Un- 
certainty gave  way  to  an  announcement  by  Lincoln  on  April  8 
that  he  was  provisioning  Fort  Sumter.  Shortly  thereafter,  on 
April  12,  the  Confederate  troops  attacked  the  Fort,  which  fell 
the  following  evening,  April  13,  after  a  continuous  and  heavy 
bombardment  by  the  Confederate  batteries.245 

This  act  of  aggression  on  the  part  of  South  Carolina  was  too 
much  for  the  new  President  to  tolerate.  He  immediately,  on 
April  15,  issued  a  call  for  75,000  troops  to  "coerce"  the  seceded 
States.  A  call  was  made  on  North  Carolina,  by  Secretary  of  War 
Simon  Cameron,  to  furnish  two  regiments.246  Upon  receipt  of  this 


242  State  Journal,  March  6,  1861. 

m  Wilmington  Journal,  March  14,  1861. 

M  State  Journal,  March  13,  20,  1861. 

245  North  Carolina  Standard,  April  10,  17,  1861;  State  Journal,  April  17, 
1861;  Wilmington  Journal,  April  18,  1861. 

84fl  See  telegram  from  Simon  Cameron  to  John  W,  Ellis,  April  15,  1861, 
in  Volume  II, 

xcix 


request,  Governor  Ellis  immediately  replied  that  he  [Lincoln] 
could  "get  no  troops  from  North  Carolina."  247  On  the  same  day- 
Ellis  ordered  State  troops  to  occupy  Forts  Caswell,  Johnston, 
and  Macon.  They  were  seized  on  the  following  day.  An  order  to 
seize  the  Federal  arsenal  at  Fayetteville  was  issued  on  April  17, 
and  a  call  was  made  by  the  Governor,  the  same  day,  for  the 
General  Assembly  to  meet  in  special  session  on  May  l.248 

The  Governor's  boldness  in  meeting  these  extraordinary  events 
was  generally  approved  by  all  parties.249 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  the  fact  that  the  first  man  is  yet  to  be 
heard  from  to  disapprove  the  bold  and  manly  course  of  Gov.  Ellis  in 
the  present  great  emergency.  His  reply  to  the  insolent  demand  of  the 
Black  Republican  President  for  North  Carolina  troops  will  be  re- 
membered by  his  children's  children  with  pride,  as  one  which  chal- 
lenged and  won  the  admiration  of  all  the  people  of  the  State.  It  was 
the  first  answer  from  the  South.  It  seems  as  if  Lincoln  had  selected 
North  Carolina  for  an  example  to  the  Border  States  thinking,  prob- 
ably that  "Rip  Van  Winkle"  would  respond  cheerfully.  So  anxious 
was  he  to  hear  from  Gov.  Ellis  that  he  even  sent  a  message  by 
telegraph  in  advance  of  the  mail.  He  received  an  answer  worthy  of 
Gov.  Ellis  and  which  has  at  once  given  character  to  the  State. 

The  answer  to  this  order  was  promptly  followed  by  the  Governor's 
Proclamation  in  which  he  boldly  takes  the  responsibility  of  calling 
together  the  Legislature.  .  .  . 

In  the  mean  time,  though  his  Excellency  is  in  very  feeble  health, 
he  is  actively  attending  to  his  duties  at  his  private  residence.  .  .  .25° 

Though  ill  with  consumption,  and  slowly  dying,  Ellis  carried 
on  the  affairs  of  government  from  his  sick  bed.251  He  appointed 
W.  H.  C.  Whiting  Inspector  General.  Military  companies  were 
hastily  organized  throughout  the  State.  The  Governor  and 
Council  of  State  established  a  military  camp  near  Raleigh,  and 
before  the  legislature  could  issue  a  call  for  troops,  5,000  volun- 
teers had  already  assembled  there.252 

On  May  1,  1861,  the  General  Assembly  met  in  special  session. 
The  Governor's  message  was  received  the  same  day.  It  began 
on  a  somber  note: 

The  safety  and  welfare  of  the  State,  in  my  judgment,  demanded 
that  you  should  be  convened  at  this  unusual  period.253 
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He  reported  to  them  that  he  had  seized  the  "Forts,  arsenals,  and 

other  property  of  the  Federal  Government  within  the  State " 

He  recommended  changes  in  the  militia  law  and  the  raising  of 
ten  regiments.  A  report  that  he  had  already  spent  $35,320.55  for 
arms  from  the  appropriation  of  $300,000  was  also  included  in 
his  message.  About  $25,000  more  was  due  to  be  spent  on  out- 
standing contracts.  The  Governor  further  recommended  that  the 
manufacture  of  munitions  be  commenced  at  the  arsenal  at 
Fayetteville.  Finally,  he  suggested  that  a  Convention  of  the 
people  with  full  and  final  powers  be  convened.254 

It  took  the  legislature  only  one  hour  and  a  half  to  pass  the 
Convention  bill  through  its  several  readings.  The  bill  called 
for  an  election  of  delegates  on  Monday,  May  13,  to  convene  in 
Raleigh  on  May  20.255  The  legislature  went  on  to  pass  a  bill 
organizing  a  regular  army  of  10,000  troops,  and  established  a 
Military  Board  to  advise  the  Governor.256 

The  legislature  adjourned  on  May  13,  after  passing  many  acts 
in  preparation  of  secession.  It  voted  its  thanks  to  the  Governor, 
and  expressed  its  approval  of  his  actions  in  preparing  the  State 
for  war.  This  vote  received  only  two  negative  votes,  Josiah 
Turner  and  Alfred  Dockery  from  the  Senate.257 

Much  concern  over  Ellis'  health  prompted  this  report  from 
the  Journal: 

It  will  be  highly  gratifying  to  the  people  of  the  State  to  know  that 
Gov.  Ellis  is  rapidly  recovering  and  that  there  is  every  reason  to  ex- 
pect a  full  and  complete  restoration  of  his  health.258 

A  false  hope,  but  the  people  needed  to  be  assured.  Ellis  would 
not  rest.  He  had  a  job  to  do  for  his  beloved  State. 

Ill,  but  professing  restored  health,  the  Governor  journeyed  to 
Virginia  to  consult  with  that  State's  leaders  shortly  before  the 
Convention  was  to  meet.  He  was  well  received,  and  was  accorded 
a  special  treat  of  being  serenaded  by  the  people  of  Richmond  on 
his  visit.  He  returned  to  Raleigh  on  Wednesday  evening,  May 
15,  and  it  was  reported  that: 

He  was  somewhat  jaded  by  the  fatigues  of  his  journey  and  the 
anxiety  consequent  on  the  object  of  his  mission;  but  his  friends 
throughout  the  State  will  be  glad  to  learn  that  his  health  and  strength 
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are   steadily   improving.   Such   a  man,   at   such   a   crisis,   is,   under 
Providence,  a  blessing  to  any  people.259 

The  Convention,  with  its  grave  responsibility,  met  on  May  20, 
1861.  It  was  probably  one  of  the  most  distinguished  political 
bodies  ever  assembled  in  North  Carolina.  Its  task  was  one 
envied  by  few.  These  men  adopted  unanimously  the  ordinance 
of  secession  late  the  same  afternoon. 

Amid  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  booming  cannon,  mingled  with 
the  deafening  shouts  of  thousands  of  loyal  voices  issuing  from  the 
stentorian  lungs  of  as  many  true  freemen,  we  have  the  pleasure  to 
announce  that,  at  5%  o'clock,  Monday  evening  [May  20,  1861],  the 
good  old  North  State,  God  bless  her  and  her  sons,  passed  the  ordi- 
nance of  secession  unanimously.  .  .  .  No  tongue  can  describe  the  en- 
thusiasm that  prevails.  .  .  .260 

Ellis'  health  was  rapidly  deteriorating,  but  he  continued  to 
work  all  the  harder,  making  numerous  reports  to  the  Conven- 
tion pertaining  to  military  affairs  and  to  the  defense  of  North 
Carolina. 

Early  in  June,  news  reached  North  Carolina  that  the  first 
battle  of  the  Civil  War  had  been  fought  at  Bethel  Church  in 
Virginia.  The  South  was  the  victor.  Better  still,  D.  H.  Hill  and 
several  hundred  North  Carolinians  had  engaged  the  enemy  in 
this  battle.  The  Governor  was  very  proud  of  his  men. 

Finally,  after  having  waited  too  long,  Governor  Ellis  was 
compelled,  by  illness,  to  journey  to  Red  Sulphur  Springs,  Vir- 
ginia, the  latter  part  of  June  hoping  to  recover  his  strength.261 
A  few  days  later  on  July  7  he  died  at  the  age  of  forty-one.262 

Sorrow  has  cast  her  dripping  mantle  over  our  community.  A  State 
mourns  the  loss  of  one  of  her  best  and  purest  sons.  An  incorruptible 
patriot  has  been  snatched  from  our  midst,  while  yet  in  the  vigor  of 
manhood,  and  ere  he  had  scarcely  reached  the  meridian  of  his  useful 
and  honorable  career.  His  Excellency,  John  W.  Ellis,  Governor  of 
North-Carolina  is  no  more.  That  great  and  good  man  is  dead.  At  Red 
Sulpher  Springs,  Monroe  County,  Virginia,  he  breathed  his  last  on 
Sunday  the  7th  inst.  The  particulars  of  his  death  or  the  mournful  in- 
cidents of  his  last  sad  moments  we  have  not  heard;  nor,  if  we  had 
heard  them,  would  our  deeply  afflicted  readers  consent  to  listen  to 
them  now.  The  news  of  his  melancholy  death  was  telegraphed  to  the 
Military  Department,  in  this  city,  on  Monday  morning  about  10  o'clock, 
while  yet  many  ardent  friends  were  indulging  hopes  of  his  ultimate 
recovery.  Slowly  and  reluctantly  did  it  spread  over  the  City,  each  in 
his  turn  unwilling  to  become  the  unwelcome  messenger  of  the  sorrow- 


259  State  Journal,  May  18,  1861. 

m  State  Journal,  May  22,  1861. 

261  North  Carolina  Standard,  June  26,  1861. 

802  Carolina  Watchman,  July  11,  1861. 


en 


ful  tidings. — Friend  and  friend  met  and  passed,  unheeded  and  un- 
heeding, each  to  the  other  unwilling  to  impart  his  tale  of  woe ;  and  still 
trying  to  hope  the  news  would  prove  untrue.  But  still  it  spread  from 
lip  to  lip  in  accents  barely  uttered,  and  insighs  [sic]  by  manly  hearts 
but  half  suppressed  which  plainly  told  the  grief  they  felt  was  not 
affected.  Each  quaffed  his  bitter  cup  of  agonizing  sorrow  and  passed 
it  to  his  neighbor  who  drained  it  to  the  dregs ;  and  rubbing  his  fore- 
head turned  away  to  hide  the  unbidden  tear.  It  was  a  mournful  day; 
and  as  the  certainty  of  the  sad  tidings  began  to  dispel  the  last  linger- 
ing doubt  on  which  till  then,  his  tottering  hopes  had  leaned,  mourn- 
fully and  sadly  did  friend  his  friend  accost  and  bitterly  bewail  his 
own  bereavemen  [t]  and  the  public  loss.  Long  ere  night  the  melan- 
choly fact  began  to  be  realized  and  the  private  virtues  and  public 
worth  of  their  late  lamented  friend  whom  they  should  see  no  more, 
was  the  mournful  theme  of  every  lip. 

In  the  death  of  Governor  Ellis,  North-Carolina  is  not  left  alone 
in  her  sorrow.  Known  and  esteemed  throughout  the  Southern  Con- 
federacy, his  worth  has  been  acknowledged  and  his  death  will  be 
lamented  by  all  the  States  composing  it.  To  the  Southern  Confederacy 
his  death  is  truly  a  national  calamity;  for  none  more  ardently  and 
few  earlier  than  he  espoused  the  Southern  cause.  The  labors  which 
it  imposed  upon  him  were  faithfully  performed,  and  the  toils  which 
those  labors  engendered  were  endured  without  a  murmur;  but  they 
proved  too  much  for  a  constitution,  moulded  as  his  was  in  a  delicate 
frame,  and  he  sank  beneath  their  accumulating  weight. 

On  the  sanctity  of  the  domestic  sorrow  which  his  premature  death 
has  produced  in  one  of  the  tenderest  and  noblest  female  minds,  we 
dare  not  at  present  intrude.  In  the  anguish  of  his  last  moments,  that 
loved  form  was  beside  him  ministering  to  his  wants,  and  pierced  and 
pained  by  every  pang  that  wrung  the  aching  heart  from  which  the 
crimson  tide  was  ebbing  fast.  A  brother  too  was  with  him,  and  other 
manly  hearts  who  for  a  dying  heart  could  feel  a  pang  of  deepest 
sympathy,  but  none  could  stay  the  shaft  of  death.  And  here  the 
reader  must  be  left  to  his  own  sad  thoughts. 

It  remains  for  us  only  to  say  that  Governor  Ellis  was  not  without 
enemies.  And  as  great  excellences  but  rarely  exist  without  great 
demerits,  we  are  candid  in  admitting  he  was  not  without  some 
faults.  Had  his  enemies  confined  themselves  to  censures  founded  on 
his  faults  they  would  not  now  feel — if  feel  they  ever  do — the  corrod- 
ing canker  of  that  bitter  remorse  which  must  hereafter  torture  and 
oppress  them.  As  bloodhounds  scent  their  prey,  these  political  blood- 
hounds, with  insatiated  [d]emon  hate,  persecuted  him  to  the  grave 
and  uttered  a  vindictive  growl  when  they  saw  that  death  had  robbed 
them  of  their  prey.  Never  did  man  serve  a  people  with  purer  heart 
or  nobler  purpose  than  Gov.  Ellis;  and  never  was  man  more  the 
object  of  bitter,  slanderous,  lying  persecution  to  gratify  petty 
personal  malice.  Their  work  of  detraction  is  now  done,  and  their 
fiendish  hearts  may  possibly  derive  some  crumbs  of  consolation  from 
the  demoniac  thought  that  they  tortured  the  dying  moments  of  a 
man,  whose  public  virtues  and  unsullied  patriotism  they  had  the  hearts 
to  envy,  but  not  the  courage  to  imitate  [.]  Of  them  we  could  not  have 
said  less  and  will  not  say  more. 

We  have  no  data  at  hand  from  which  to  write  a  biographical 
sketch  of  our  beloved  Governor,  nor  if  we  had  would  be  willing  to 
undertake  the  task.  We  hope  some  abler  pen  more  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  the  salient  points  of  his  life  and  character  will  pay  the 
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just  tribute  to  his  clustering,  manly,  and  moral  virtues.  What  we  have 
here  said  are  but  the  gushing  sentiments  of  a  heart  overwhelmed  with 
sorrow  for  the  loss  of  its  best  friend ;  and  was  written  in  too  hurried 
a  manner  to  do  justice  to  ourself  or  the  memory  of  him  whose  un- 
timely death  we  mourn,  and  whose  acts,  public  and  private,  constitute 
the  record  of  a  life  well  spent — whether  in  the  service  of  God  or 
man.263 

The  mortal  remains  of  John  Willis  Ellis  were  borne  to  their 
resting  place  in  the  family  cemetery  in  Davidson  County. 
Across  the  river,  the  business  houses  of  Salisbury  closed,  and 
a  special  train  carried  "four  or  five  hundred  of  our  citizens.  .  ." 
to  the  funeral  services  at  the  family  residence.264  Sometime  later 
Ellis'  body  was  re-interred  in  the  "Old  English  Grave- Yard"  in 
Salisbury. 

John  Willis  Ellis  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  favored  sons 
of  North  Carolina.  He  was  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly 
at  the  age  of  twenty-four,  Superior  Court  Judge  at  twenty-eight, 
and  Governor  of  North  Carolina  at  thirty-nine.  This  is  a  record 
few  have  achieved. 

He  was  a  member  of  a  slaveholding  family,  and  later  himself 
a  slaveholder.  It  was,  therefore,  natural  for  him  to  be  a  seces- 
sionist, yet  he  was  always  a  moderate  in  his  views  and  actions 
and  never  compromised  his  State  beyond  the  law  and  the  will 
of  the  people.265 
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264  Carolina  Watchman,  July  11,  1861. 

265  Much  help  in  preparing  the  short  biography  was  gained  from  the 
following:  Annie  Walker  Garrard,  "John  W.  Ellis,  Governor  of  North 
Carolina,  1859-61"  (unpublished  master's  thesis,  Duke  University,  Dur- 
ham, 1930). 
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1841-1849 
John  W.  Ellis  to  David  L.  Swain.1      UNC — Swain. 

Mocksville  Sep  22.  1841. 

I  here-in  remit  to  you  twenty  five  dollars,  for  Law  Studies 
&c.  Permit  me  to  make  avail  of  this  occasion,  to  offer  my  ac- 
knowledgements, for  the  attention  which  you  paid  to  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  class;  and  the  interest  manifested  by  you,  for  our 
general  improvement  and  advancement.  Nor  would  I  be  doing 
justice  to  those  feelings  of  gratitude,  most  sincerely  entertained, 
were  I  to  suffer  an  opportunity  to  pass,  without  returning  thanks 
for  the  much  valuable  information  upon  general  subjects,  which 
from  time  to  time  I  received  from  you;  either  directly,  in  the 
establishment  of  some  useful  proposition  or  incidentally,  as  the 
truths  and  arguments  adduced  to  its  support. 

Upon  every  occasion  when  called  upon,  I  have  found  you  as 
willing  to  communicate,  as  you  are  able  to  instruct:  And  at 
no  time,  do  I  recollect  of  ever  having  passed  beneath  the  in- 
fluence of  your  conversation,  without  hoarding  some  valuable 
intelligence,  and  being  impressed  with  its  force  and  bearing 
upon  various  subjects; — For  all  which,  accept  my  sincere 
thanks ;  And  I  know  not,  if  I  owe  a  gratitude  for  the  kind  feel- 
ings which  I  imagined  you  manifested  towards  me,  during 
my  stay  at  the  University;  I  may  have  been  mistaken,  if  so, 
it  was  a  delusion,  both  pleasant  to  myself,  and  crediable  to 
you;  (in  my  estimation  at  least:  But  this  much  do  I  know, 
that  by  what  ever  motives  actuated,  you  were  ever  prompt,  to 
extend  to  me  that  salutory  advice  which  was  valuable  in  its 
nature,  yet  rendered  more  so  by  circumstances : — For  the  which, 
I  will  bear  you  a  grateful  remembrance. 

I  cannot  think  of  bringing  this  communication  to  a  close, 
without  informing  you  of  my  present  occupation  and  pursuits. 


'David  L.  Swain  (1801-1868),  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from 
Buncombe  County,  1824-1829;  Governor  of  North  Carolina  from  December 
6,  1832,  until  December  10,  1835;  elected  President  of  the  University  of 
North  Carolina  December  5,  1835.  His  title  at  the  time  this  letter  was 
written  was  "President,  and  Professor  of  National  and  Constitutional 
Law."  Kemp  P.  Battle,  History  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina  (Ra- 
leigh: Edwards  and  Broughton,  2  volumes,  1907,  1912),  I,  423-426,  here- 
inafter cited  as  Battle,  History  of  the  University.  For  several  years,  Swain 
taught,  privately,  students  interested  in  studying  law  at  the   University. 
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For  I  will  not  do  you  the  injustice  to  suppose,  that  you  are 
wholly  unconcerned,  for  those  who  have  just  gone  from  under 
your  protection.  And  I  may  well  emphasise  the  word  protec- 
tion, for  I  have  more  than  once  observed,  that  the  relations 
that  existed  between  us  in  that  situation,  were  different  in 
their  results,  from  those  that  have  sprung  up  between  me  and 
those,  with  whom  I  am  to  conduct  the  transactions  of  life.  In 
the  former  condition,  I  felt  as  if  some  over-ruling  power  were 
directing  the  whole  of  my  actions  to  an  useful  end,  and  that 
occasional  remissness  on  my  part,  would  be  more  than  can- 
celled by  my  strong  support,  and  hence  not  very  injurious. 
Or  again, — the  same  influence  affected  me,  as  if  some  one  else 
be  endorsing  for  me,  whose  credit  is  alone  sufficient  to  answer 
my  purposes,  without  any  effort  to  improve  my  own.  That 
such  unnatural  results  should  flow  from  a  connection,  other- 
wise so  agreeable  and  profitable,  is  to  be  accounted  for,  only 
on  principles  that  are  founded  in  human  nature : — We  are  prone 
to  presume  too  much  on  assistance  when  afforded  us: — the 
child  that  is  supported,  will  not  make  the  effort  to  walk  of 
itself. 

Results  of  the  latter  kind,  are  materially  different.  The  seri- 
ous reflection,  fully  presents  itself,  that  I  am  lord  of  myself 
(literally  tho'  not  legally)  and  that  it  is  a  heritage,  fraught 
with  responsibilities  of  a  weighty  character.  And  such  reflec- 
tion, has  not  been  devoid  of  farther  results.  The  time  for  action, 
has  evidently  arrived  and  the  alternative,  presents  itself  clear 
and  unequivocal,  "to  be  or  not  to  be"  Now  in  order  to  be  that 
which  is  honored  in  the  eye  of  the  World,  there  is  requisite 
a  degree  of  labor,  diligence,  and  general  circumspection,  that 
has  not  heretofore  been  my  good  fortune  to  possess.  Not  to 
be,  is  an  easy  road  with  many  travellers,  but  a  road  I  assure 
you,  that  has  not  charms  for  me.  In  an  issue  so  clear,  I  have 
resolved  to  take  no  middling  course,  but  deliberately  and  ad- 
visedly, to  adopt  either  the  one  or  the  other — 'to  be  or  not  to  be/ 

I  kneed  hardly  tell  you  that  upon  consideration,  I  have  deter- 
mined upon  the  former,  and  happen  what  will,  the  effort  shall 
be  made,  that  diligence  shall  never  tire,  which  seldom  fails 
to  be  rewarded.  And  if  I  do  not  succeed  in  attaining  any  thing 
that  is  worthy  of  the  regard  of  men,  it  is  to  be  hoped  at  least 
that  I  will  escape  the  disgrace,  that  is  often  attendant  upon 
a  life  of  idleness  and  inaction.  I  am  well  aware  too,  that  my 
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situation  is  such  that  the  exertion  upon  my  part  must  be  the 
greater,  in  as  much  as,  not  like  many  others  I  have  none  of 
those  auxiliaries,  which  hasten  the  deser[ving]  to  their  destined 
rewards,  and  very  frequently  promote  the  undeserving:  Yet 
after  all  it  is  more  than  true,  that  tho'  "Amicus  Plato,  Amicus 
Socrates,  sed  Magis  amicus  Meipsum" 

I  flatter  myself  that  my  preparatory  course  at  the  University, 
is  an  indifferently  good  foundation  for  a  moderate  superstruc- 
ture. Yet  I  fell  particularly  deficient  in  one  branch  of  my 
education; — that  is,  impudence — yet  it  is  frequently  learned 
in  your  Institution,  and  it  must  be  owing  to  some  natural  defect 
in  that  particular,  that  I  never  became  imbued  with  it  there. 
Modesty,  is  an  unrewarded  Virgin,  and  is  very  unbecoming 
a  Lawyer.  It  has  been  well  said  that  there  is  a  secret  to  every 
man's  greatness  and  may  be  as  truly  added  that  the  renown  of 
many  is  the  offspring  of  their  impudence.  You  will  see  from  this 
that  I  am  reading  Law  under  Judge  Pearson2 — I  would  have  gone 
to  Raleigh  but  the  School  there  had  not  commenced  when  I 
began  to  read  and  I  preferred  commencing  immediately.  I  may 
conclude  there. 

The  Raleigh  and  Gaston  Railroad. 
Speech  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

December  26,  1844.3 

Mr.  Speaker  :4  It  has  been  well  remarked  by  all  who  preceded 
me  that  the  present  is  one  of  the  most  important  measures 
of  the  Session.  It  is  one  to  which  public  attention  is  turned 
with  a  mixed  feeling  of  anxiety  and  interest  and  one  that  in 


2Richmond  M.  Pearson  (1805-1878),  member  of  the  House  of  Commons 
from  Rowan  County,  1829-1832;  Superior  Court  judge,  1836-1848;  Associate 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  North  Carolina,  1848-1858;  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Court,  1858-1878;  his  law  school  was  opened  at  Mocksville  soon 
after  he  was  elected  to  the  Superior  Court.  Jethro  Rumple,  A  History  of 
Rowan  County,  North  Carolina  (Salisbury:  J.  J.  Bruner,  1881),  308-309, 
hereinafter  cited  as  Rumple,  History  of  Rowan  County. 

3This  speech  is  taken  from  The  North  Carolina  Standard  (Raleigh), 
May  27,  1846,  hereinafter  cited  without  including  Raleigh  as  place  of  publi- 
cation, despite  title  variation  throughout  the  years. 

4Edward  Stanly  (1810-1872),  lawyer;  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress, 
1837-1843,  1849-1853;  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Beaufort 
County,  1844-1848,  Speaker,  1844-1847.  Samuel  A.  Ashe  (ed.),  Biographical 
History  of  North  Carolina;  From  Colonial  Times  to  the  Present  (Greens- 
boro: C.  L.  Van  Noppen,  8  volumes,  1905-1917),  V,  370-379,  hereinafter 
cited  as  Ashe,  Biographical  History. 
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its  final  result,  whatever  may  be  our  action  here  is  destined 
to  effect  more  or  less  all  sections,  all  classes,  all  conditions  of 
people  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

Its  magnitude  and  importance,  justly  entitle  the  public  to 
the  expectation  that  their  representatives  will  enlist  an  active 
exertion  of  all  their  faculties  in  the  extrication  of  the  State 
from  the  almost  overwhelming  embarrassment  in  which  she 
has  been  involved  by  unguarded  legislation. 

These  reasonable  expectations  of  the  public  I  for  one  have 
labored  not  to  disappoint ;  and  whatever  may  be  the  peculiarities 
of  my  views  upon  this  subject,  they  have  been  adopted,  and 
are  entertained  with  a  sincere  desire  to  subserve  the  interests 
of  the  State. 

Union  of  sentiment  too  Mr.  Speaker,  that  is  indispensable 
at  all  times  to  effective  action,  is  highly  desirable  in  the  present 
instance,  but  notwithstanding  the  advantages,  resulting  from 
such  harmony,  I  am  forced  to  differ — to  differ  materially  Sir, 
with  your  Committee  who  have  had  this  subject  under  investi- 
gation in  many  of  their  recommendations. 

There  is  one  conviction  however,  that  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee by  its  clear  exhibit  of  facts  and  forcible  reasoning,  has 
driven  home  to  the  mind  of  every  man — it  is  the  conviction 
that  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston  Rail  Road  Company  is  totally 
and  irretrievably  insolvent — insolvent  far  beyond  the  most  san- 
guine hope  of  redemption.  Nay  more,  that  it  was  insolvent  on 
the  12th  January  1841,  insolvent  on  the  9th  January  1839, 
the  very  day  and  very  hour  when  the  State  by  authority  of 
her  Legislature  endorsed  its  bonds  for  the  sum  of  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars;  and  further  that  the  Company  never  has 
seen  the  day  since  its  operations  began  when  it  was  otherwise 
than  insolvent. 

This  disastrous  condition  of  the  Company  we  are  told  by 
the  gentleman  from  Bertie  (Mr.  Cherry)5  will  bring  ruin  upon 
many  of  the  Stockholders  who  have  embarked  their  all  in  the 
enterprise. 

For  such  persons,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  I  am  not  wanting  in 
sympathy.  But  at  the  same  time  there  is  a  broader  and  more 
general  sympathy  that  takes  possession  of  my  breast.   It  is 


c'William  W.  Cherry,  member  of  the  State  Senate  from  Bertie  County, 
1838;  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  1844.  R.  D.  W.  Connor  (comp. 
and  ed.),  A  Manual  of  North  Carolina  .  .  .  ,  1913  (Raleigh:  The  North 
Carolina  Historical  Commission  [State  Department  of  Archives  and  His- 
tory], 1913),  503,  hereinafter  cited  as   Connor,  Manual,  1913. 
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the  sympathy  for  the  thousands  of  human  beings  in  the  State 
who  are  unable  to  bear  the  burden  of  taxation,  one  farthing 
heavier  without  being  deprived  of  the  actual  necessaries  of 
life.  This  latter  feeling  denies  me  the  pleasure  of  entertaining 
anything  in  the  nature  of  a  practical  sympathy  at  this  time 
for  the  Stockholders  in  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston  Rail  Road. 

As  to  the  present  insolvency  of  the  Company  but  one  course 
of  conduct  suggests  itself  to  my  mind  that  we  can  prudently 
adopt.  It  is  to  apply  the  same  rule  that  is  usually  applied  under 
similar  circumstances  to  individuals.  In  the  ordinary  affairs 
of  life  when  a  man  becomes  insolvent  his  creditors  or  those 
who  are  bound  for  the  payment  of  his  debts  dispose  of  his 
assets  and  apply  the  proceeds  arising  therefrom  as  far  as 
they  will  go  to  the  payment  of  such  debts.  Here  we  have  the 
case  of  a  Rail  Road  Company  declared  by  your  Committee 
and  by  solemn  resolution  of  the  present  General  Assembly  to 
be  insolvent,  and  for  which  Company  the  State  is  bound  as 
security  in  the  payment  of  a  large  amount  of  money.  Now  in 
order  to  apply  the  common  rule  as  alluded  to,  it  is  incumbent 
upon  the  present  Legislature  to  cause  to  be  sold,  the  Rail  Road 
itself  and  all  other  property  both  real  and  personal  belonging 
to  the  Company,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  same  to  be  applied 
to  the  liquidation  of  their  debts  for  which  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  is  ultimately  bound. 

This  much  Sir,  your  Committee  have  recommended,  and  with 
a  view  to  carry  into  effect  this  recommendation  have  submitted 
the  bill  now  under  consideration.  Thus  far  I  cordially  agree 
with  the  Committee;  but  to  that  portion  of  the  Bill  that  au- 
thorizes the  Governor  to  bid  four  hundred  thousand  Dollars 
for  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston  Rail  Road  in  behalf  of  the  State 
I  utterly  dissent.  By  what  process  of  reasoning,  your  Commit- 
tee have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  State  should  pur- 
chase the  Road  at  the  sum  above  named  they  do  not  inform 
us,  upon  what  calculation,  upon  what  principle  of  finance 
this  recommendation  is  based,  I  must  confess  I  am  unable  to 
see.  Certainly  it  is  not  grounded  on  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee; for  nothing  could  be  more  at  variance  and  inconsistent 
with  that  report.  There  we  find  it  stated  that  the  receipts  of 
the  Road  for  the  past  eighteen  months,  only  amount  to  seven 
thousand  dollars,  which  sum  is  equivalent  to  six  per  cent  per 
annum  on  seventy-nine  thousand  dollars.  If  then  the  State  is 
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to  gain  by  any  investment  in  this  Road  she  should  not  pay 
more  for  it  than  seventy  nine  thousand  dollars,  for  if  she  goes 
beyond  that  sum  then  according  to  the  statistics  contained 
in  the  report  of  your  Committee  the  dividend  upon  the  invest- 
ment will  be  less  than  six  per  cent,  and  consequently  the  in- 
vestment an  injudicious  one. 

But  in  case  this  Bill  is  adopted  and  the  Governor  purchases 
the  road  at  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  what  per  cent  upon 
this  sum  will  the  State  be  enabled  to  draw  from  the  clear 
profits  of  the  Road?  A  little  less  than  one  and  a  half  per  cent 
per  annum.  This  result  is  deducible  from  the  facts  reported 
to  this  house  by  the  Committee;  for  if  the  profits  of  the  road 
for  eighteen  months  be  seven  thousand  dollars,  the  proportional 
profits  for  twelve  months  will  be  a  sum  equal  to  one  and  a 
half  per  cent  per  annum,  on  four  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
It  would  be  a  strange  principle  of  finance  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
could  induce  us  to  make  an  investment  that  would  only  pay 
one  and  a  half  per  cent,  at  a  time  when  money  is  well  worth 
to  us  six  per  cent  per  annum. 

Nor  does  your  Committee  give  any  probable  assurance  that 
the  profits  of  the  road  in  future  will  be  increased  beyond  the 
profits  for  the  past  eighteen  months.  On  the  contrary  the 
annual  report  of  the  Company  exhibits  a  gradual  decrease  in 
the  receipts  since  its  operations  first  began.  It  is  urged  how- 
ever in  debate,  that  the  recent  transfer  of  the  Southern  Mail 
to  this  line  will  augment  the  receipts  of  the  road.  The  facts 
of  the  case  are,  the  conductors  of  the  road  will  nominally  re- 
ceive ten  thousand  dollars,  additional  'Mail  pay/  from  the 
General  Government,  but  in  reality  their  clear  receipts  from 
that  source  will  rather  be  diminished  than  otherwise.  To  sus- 
tain this  I  need  but  refer  members  to  the  irregularities  falling 
under  their  own  knowledge  of  the  Northern  Mails  transported 
over  this  road.  And  it  is  at  once  conclusive,  that  if  the  Wilming- 
ton Company6  can  no  longer  afford  to  transport  the  great 
Southern  Mail,  for  the  price  paid  by  Government,  the  Raleigh 
and  Gaston  Rail  Road  with  far  less  punctuality  and  expedi- 
tion, will  not  be  benefitted  by  the  transfer. 

But  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  no  necessity  for  my  resorting  to 
isolated  facts  in  the  report  before  us  to  deduce  arguments 
against  a  purchase  of  the  road  by  the  State,  upon  the  terms 


BWilmington  and  Weldon  Railroad. 
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proposed  by  this  bill — for  by  reference  to  page  4  of  the  report, 
will  be  found  an  argument  fashioned  and  ready  shaped  to 
my  purpose,  proceeding  from  the  Committee,  itself,  who  have 
recommended  a  purchase  of  the  road  by  the  State.  The  follow- 
ing clause  will  be  there  found.  "Your  Committee  report  further 
that  the  receipts  of  the  said  Raleigh  and  Gaston  Rail  Road 
have  not  been  sufficient  after  paying  current  expenses,  repairs 
of  road  &c.  to  pay  any  part  of  the  principal,  and  but  a  small 
portion  of  the  interest  of  said  bonds" — that  is  the  bonds  for 
$300,000  endorsed  by  the  State.  Here  sir,  we  have  a  most  re- 
markable paradox.  In  one  sentence  we  are  told  that  the  road 
has  failed  and  is  now  totally  unable  to  pay  but  a  small  portion 
of  six  per  cent,  per  annum  on  $300,000,  and  in  the  next  sen- 
tence, that  the  State  ought  to  purchase  the  same  road  at 
$400,000  as  a  matter  of  pecuniary  advantage.  Strange  incon- 
sistency between  the  reasoning  of  the  Committee  and  their 
deductions  between  the  report  and  the  bill!  The  road  has  been 
actually  tried  and  found  to  be  a  bad  investment  at  $300,000; 
yet  in  the  face  of  these  incontrovertible  facts,  we  are  told  that 
the  State  would  do  well  to  purchase  the  same  at  $400,000. 

Where  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  the  arguments  to  sustain  the 
recommendations  of  the  Committee,  if  they  exist  neither  in 
the  present  nor  conjectured  profits  of  the  road?  It  is  urged 
however  that  the  State  ought  to  purchase  the  road  at  the  sum 
named,  in  order  to  save  herself  harmless  from  the  last  bond 
contracted  by  the  Company  for  the  payment  of  which  the 
State  is  responsible — that  sum  being  equal  to  the  principal  and 
interest  of  the  loan.  But  why  stop  at  $400,000?  Why  not  give 
the  full  amount  for  which  the  State  is  liable?  Sir,  if  the  State 
could  be  saved  harmless  from  this  or  other  debts  by  the  simple 
operation  of  bidding,  then  I  would  go  with  gentlemen  in  au- 
thorizing the  Governor  to  bid  on  until  his  lungs  should  become 
wearied  in  the  employment.  But  bidding  here  is  like  bidding 
elsewhere,  the  creditor  cannot  save  his  debts  by  this  means 
entirely,  but  if  he  goes  beyond  the  actual  value  of  the  property 
he  involves  himself  the  deeper. 

Gentlemen  in  their  zeal  to  save  the  whole  of  the  last  bond 
contracted  by  the  Rail  Road  and  endorsed  by  the  State  seem 
to  have  overlooked  an  ordinary  principle  of  economy  that  is 
universally  recurred  to  in  like  circumstances  by  every  man  in 
the  community.  It  is  the  instinctive  self-teaching  principle,  to 
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use  a  common  but  meaning  phrase,  of  making  the  best  he  can 
of  a  bad  bargain,  and  in  case  his  debtor  is  not  able  to  pay  the 
whole  of  his  debt,  then  to  take  such  part  as  he  is  able  to  pay. 
This  sir,  is  a  principle  I  would  have  operate  in  the  present 
instance,  and  if  in  the  nature  of  things  it  so  happens  that  we 
cannot  save  the  entire  $400,000,  then  I  would  willingly  agree 
to  take  $300,000  or  such  other  sums  as  the  property  of  the 
creditor  will  produce.  But  your  committee  totally  disregard 
similar  sums  that  other  persons  may  give  for  the  property 
of  the  Company,  and  are  for  authorizing  the  Governor  at  once 
to  bid  the  entire  amount  of  our  claim.  In  doing  this  they  say 
the  State  can  lose  nothing,  that  she  will  have  no  money  to 
pay  out  for  the  property.  Without  conceding  either  of  these 
positions  I  would  simply  reply  that  our  object  should  be  to 
gain  something.  We  have  been  losing  long  enough  on  account 
of  the  Rail  Roads,  and  it  is  now  high  time  to  change  our  policy. 
If  Mr.  Speaker,  we  assume  the  data  contained  in  the  report 
before  us,  there  is  no  clearer  proposition  than  that  the  State 
would  do  just  as  well  to  permit  the  road  to  be  sold  to  other 
hands  for  $79,000  and  lose  the  remainder  of  her  debt  as  to 
own  it  herself  at  $400,000  or  any  other  sum,  for  the  aggregate 
amount  of  money  that  would  be  derived  from  bonds  of  pur- 
chasers for  $79,000  at  6  per  cent,  would  be  precisely  the  same 
as  would  be  derived  from  the  road  itself  or  the  investment  of 
$400,000.  If  this  be  true  as  most  assuredly  it  is  if  the  state- 
ments of  the  report  be  true,  then  it  follows  as  an  unavoidable 
consequence  that  the  State  would  do  well  to  permit  the  road 
to  be  sold  at  $100,000  or  any  sum  over  $79,000,  as  that  would 
yield  more  than  the  road  could  at  any  price.  But  gentlemen 
will  think  it  unblushing  sophistry  when  I  argue  that  the  Raleigh 
and  Gaston  Rail  Road  is  of  so  little  value.  I  assure  all  such 
that  I  am  in  earnest,  and  if  they  differ  with  me  nothing  would 
give  me  more  pleasure  than  to  hear  argument.  They  may  point 
to  the  opinion  of  the  public,  the  general  estimate  that  is  placed 
upon  the  road:  but  general  estimates  are  too  vague  to  serve 
the  purpose  of  an  argument.  Two  or  three  years  ago  the  general 
estimate  valued  this  road  at  1,500,000  dollars,  and  within  that 
short  time  one  million  at  least  has  been  deducted  from  its 
value.  This  kind  of  calculation  is  too  uncertain  to  rely  upon. 
If  the  road  is  worth  more  where  are  the  facts  that  lead  to 
that  result?  Here  again  some  of  the  earlier  reports  of  the 
Company  may  be  referred  to  as  showing  a  nett  annual  profit 


The  Papers  of  John  W.  Ellis  9 

of  from  $20,000  to  $30,000.  To  this  I  reply  what  all  must 
admit,  that  the  same  reports  could  have  well  gone  on  and  said : 
"all  of  which  could  with  great  propriety  have  been  expended 
in  repair  upon  the  road." 

The  facts  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  are 
the  proper  data  to  be  used  by  us  in  the  valuation  of  this  road, 
for  the  Committee  was  raised  with  the  express  view  of  furnish- 
ing facts  upon  which  the  proceedings  of  the  House  might  be 
based. 

While  Mr.  Speaker,  I  would  regret  to  see  this  road  sold  at 
a  sacrifice,  yet  I  would  not  have  the  State  to  own  it  under 
any  circumstances.  And  although  I  have  illustrated  that  it  would 
be  worth  something  to  the  State  should  she  purchase,  yet 
in  that  argument  I  regarded  the  State  as  an  individual,  and 
attached  to  it  the  enterprise  and  industry  of  individuals  in 
the  management  of  their  private  affairs.  But  in  reality  the 
fact  is  far  otherwise,  for  although  the  enterprize  of  individuals 
might  cause  the  road  to  yield  a  profit  upon  a  small  investment 
it  would  be  an  absolute  incumberance  to  the  State,  even  though 
she  could  purchase  it  at  one  dollar.  It  needs  but  ordinary 
experience  to  teach  us  the  history  of  a  connexion  between 
this  road  and  the  State.  To  see  it  entire,  let  us  imagine  our- 
selves for  a  moment  propelled  into  the  future.  Suppose  that 
the  Legislature  of  1846  is  in  session,  and  that  this  road  has 
been  sold  and  purchased  by  the  State.  A  report  comes  in  from 
the  officers  of  the  road  who  are  constituted  by  this  bill  stating 
the  profits  of  the  road,  and  containing  a  clause  to  this  effect 
— "all  of  which  has  been  expended  in  repairs  upon  the  road 
except  a  small  balance  of  some  three  thousand  dollars,  which 
it  is  thought  prudent  to  keep  on  hand  to  pay  officers  &c."  This 
Legislature  adjourns,  and  that  of  1848  is  in  session.  Another 
report  comes  from  the  officers  of  the  State's  rail  road  as  fol- 
lows :  receipts  of  road  so  much — all  of  which  has  been  expended 
in  repairs  upon  the  roads,  payment  of  officers  &c,  and  there 
is  a  small  debt  still  due  by  the  State  on  account  of  certain 
services  done  upon  the  road  or  in  connexion  therewith.  This 
Legislature  too  adjourns  and  that  of  1850  is  in  session — in 
comes  the  report  as  usual  from  the  officers  of  the  road  stating 
that  the  receipts  have  all  been  expended  and  that  there  is  still 
a  considerable  debt  due  by  the  State  and  this  same  report 
goes  on  to  represent  that  the  road  needs  re-laying  with  new 
iron  and  to  importune  the  Legislature  by  every  argument  the 
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wit  of  man  can  devise  to  make  an  appropriation  of  some 
hundred  or  two  thousand  dollars  for  that  purpose.  The  Road  is 
represented  as  near  the  period  when  its  operations  will  cease — 
and  forsooth  the  salaries  of  the  officers  too,  unless  the  State 
makes  such  appropriation. 

Such  Mr.  Speaker  will  be  the  history  of  any  connexion 
between  the  State  of  North  Carolina  and  the  Raleigh  and 
Gaston  Rail  Road.  Establish  such  connection  and  you  at  once 
create  bountiful  annuities  for  a  few  additional  office-holders 
and  attach  a  drain  upon  your  public  Treasury.  I  must  confess, 
that  it  is  with  some  emotion,  that  I  look  upon  this  contem- 
plated alliance,  and  there  is  one  portion  of  this  House  at  least, 
to  whom  I  would  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  being 
cautious  in  clasping  to  their  embrace  this  wreck  of  a  corpora- 
tion. It  is  an  unnatural  bride  for  democracy,  and  one  that 
will  prove  unworthy,  faithless,  false. 

But  gentlemen  tell  us  there  is  no  danger  in  a  purchase  of 
this  Road  by  the  State;  that  we  will  have  no  money  to  pay 
out  for  such  purchase,  and  that  inasmuch  as  we  are  surety 
for  the  Road,  to  the  amount  of  the  proposed  bid,  we  will  stand 
in  the  same  position  that  a  creditor  would  at  the  sale  of  an 
insolvent.  But  Mr.  Speaker  I  propose  to  show  that  there  is 
danger,  and  imminent  danger  in  making  the  bid  proposed 
by  the  bill  before  us.  The  report  of  the  committee  shows  that 
there  are  two  mortgages  upon  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston  Rail 
Road.  The  first  one  given  to  the  State  to  secure  the  payment 
of  $500,000.  a  debt  contracted  by  the  company  for  which  the 
State  is  responsible  falling  due  in  1860,  and  for  which  sum 
indemnifying  bonds  have  been  given  by  individuals  to  the 
State  recoverable  when  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of 
the  Road  have  been  exhausted;  and  the  other  for  a  similar 
debt  of  $300,000  given  at  a  subsequent  day.  Your  Committee 
state  that  it  is  contended  by  the  stock-holders  that  the  first 
debt  of  $500,000.  must  be  satisfied  first,  from  sale  of  the  Road 
under  mortgage.  Suppose  that  this  is  the  case  as  many  able 
lawyers  think,  and  that  we  purchase  the  road  at  $400,000; 
what  then  will  be  our  situation?  The  obligors  in  the  bond 
alluded  to  file  their  bill  in  equity,  praying  that  the  purchase 
money  may  be  paid  into  Court,  and  set  aside  to  discharge  the 
$500,000  debt  when  it  falls  due  in  1860.  If  the  Court  makes 
such  a  construction  of  the  two  mortgages,  it  will  order  the 
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purchase  money  to  be  paid  over  and  put  at  interest,  to  dis- 
charge said  debt  of  $500,000  in  1860.  And  although  the  interest 
will  be  ordered  by  the  Court  to  be  paid  in  liquidation  of  the 
interest  on  the  loan  of  $300,000  as  the  proceeds  of  the  Road 
itself  were  applied,  yet  we  will  be  compelled  to  pay  the  pur- 
chase money  in  the  same  manner  as  a  private  purchaser.  In 
this  event,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  public  Treasury  will  be  in  a  state 
of  literal  bankruptcy.  This  bill  makes  no  provision  for  such 
an  emergency,  while  at  the  same  time  it  does  not  seek  to  avoid 
it.  Should  the  Governor  or  Treasurer  be  called  upon  to  pay 
the  sum  of  $400,000,  as  purchase  money  for  the  Road,  during 
the  recess  of  the  Legislature — as  it  would  be — it  would  be 
utterly  out  of  his  power  to  do  so  even  though  nothing  else 
could  avoid  repudiation. 

It  will  be  seen  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  something  may  be 
lost  by  a  purchase  of  this  Road  at  the  sum  proposed  in  the 
bill,  and  that  the  State  does  not  stand  precisely  in  the  situa- 
tion of  a  creditor  bidding  at  the  sale  of  an  insolvent  debtor. 
But  Mr.  Speaker,  all  other  arguments  that  I  could  offer  in 
opposition  to  any  further  connexion  between  this  Road  and 
the  State  were  weak  when  compared  with  the  great  argument 
that  may  be  deduced  from  the  past  history  of  the  "financial 
connexion  of  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston  Rail  Road  Company, 
with  the  State  of  North  Carolina."  This  history,  Sir  should 
not  be  an  unregarded  lesson  to  us  in  all  similar  legislation. 
And  in  glancing  at  the  history  of  that  connexion,  I  will  take 
occasion  to  answer  the  question  propounded  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Halifax,  (Mr.  B.  F.  Moore)7  in  the  forenoon,  as 
to  whether  any  gentleman  has  ciphered  out  the  precise  re- 
sponsibility of  the  State  on  account  of  this  Road? 

The  act  of  Assembly  of  9th  Jan.,  1839,  authorized  the  Raleigh 
and  Gaston  Rail  Road  Company,  to  borrow  the  sum  of  $500,000, 
to  fall  due  in  1860,  at  6  per  cent  interest,  payable  semi-annually, 
and  pledged  the  State  as  security  for  this  loan.  The  lien  that 
the  State  took  upon  property  to  secure  herself  in  case  she 
should  have  this  debt  to  pay  was  a  mortgage  upon  the  Road, 
and  a  final  pledge  of  the  private  property  of  the  stockholders. 
This  was  to  secure  the  principal  money  of  $500,000,  but  for 

'Bartholomew  F.  Moore  (1801-1878),  graduate  of  the  University  of 
North  Carolina,  1820;  lawyer;  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from 
Halifax  County,  1836,  1840-1844;  Attorney-General,  1848-1851;  member 
of  the  Constitutional  Convention,  1865.  Ashe,  Biographical  History,  V, 
275-287. 
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the  payment  of  the  interest  which  was  then  the  larger  sum, 
being  more  than  $600,000,  up  to  1860,  no  security  was  taken. 
And  this  perhaps  is  the  most  remarkable  feature  of  that  re- 
markable law.  While  the  Legislature  took,  or  attempted  to 
take  security  for  the  smaller  sum,  it  refused  or  neglected  to 
take  security  for  the  larger  sum.  It  is  true,  that  it  provided 
for  the  payment  of  the  interest  out  of  the  receipts  of  the 
Road,  but  that  body  had  no  authority  for  drawing  so  heavy 
a  draft  upon  those  receipts,  for  no  evidence  existed  that  they 
would  be  large  enough  to  pay  the  heavy  interest  on  the  debt 
contracted.  Nor  was  even  this  a  permanent  security,  insuffi- 
cient as  it  was,  for  so  soon  as  the  mortgage  should  be  closed 
and  the  Road  sold,  these  receipts  would  be  cut  off — as  will 
inevitably  be  the  case  under  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  before  us. 

The  act  of  12th  Jan.,  1841,  authorized  the  Rail  Road  Com- 
pany to  contract  an  additional  loan  of  $300,000,  at  6  per  cent 
per  annum,  payable  in  ten  annual  instalments,  the  first  falling 
due  on  the  first  Jan.,  1845,  and  pledged  the  State  as  surety 
for  the  payment  of  principal  and  interest.  This  was  done, 
however,  upon  condition  precedent  that  the  Stockholders  should 
give  a  second  mortgage  upon  the  Road  for  the  payment  of 
the  principal  money,  and  that  individuals,  Stockholders  and 
others,  should  give  their  personal  indemnifying  bonds  for 
$500,000,  to  secure  the  State  against  any  loss  on  the  principal 
money  of  the  first  loan,  recoverable  upon  in  1860,  after  the 
proceeds  of  the  Road  have  been  found  insufficient  for  that  pur- 
pose. No  lien  was  taken  by  the  State,  upon  any  property  to  secure 
the  payment  of  the  interest  on  this  latter  loan,  falling  due 
every  six  months,  other  than  a  pledge  of  the  receipts  of  the 
Road  already  insufficient  to  discharge  the  interest  of  the  first 
loan.  The  effect  of  this  act  was  to  create  a  new  obligation 
amounting  principal  and  interest  together  to  the  sum  of  $400,- 
000,  or  more,  while  the  only  additional  security  taken  were 
the  indemnifying  bonds  alluded  to,  which  no  gentlemen  will 
contend  are  worth  now  more  than  $400,000  and  which  in  1860, 
when  a  recovery  can  be  had  upon  them,  will  not  at  an  extrav- 
agant estimate  be  worth  more  than  $300,000.  And  yet  we  are 
told  by  the  title  of  the  bill,  that  this  act  was  passed  to  secure 
the  State  against  any  and  every  liability  incurred  on  account 
of  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston  Rail  Road  Company. 

By  making  a  calculation  of  interest,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  by 
reference  to  the  Treasurer's  Report  before  us,  it  will  be  seen 
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for  what  sum  of  money  the  State  of  North  Carolina  is  responsi- 
ble on  account  of  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston  Rail  Road  Company, 
at  the  present  time.  The  result  of  that  calculation  is  as  follows : 

Item  1st,  Principal  money  of  the  first  loan,  $    500,000 

2nd,  Interest  on  the  same  up  to  the  time  of  falling 

due  in   1860,  480,000 

3rd,  Principal  money  of  2d  loan,  300,000 

4th,  Interest  on  the  same  up  to  the  respective  times 
of  each  installment  falling  due,  commencing  Jan.  1st, 
1845,  and  ending  Jan.  1st,  1855,  90,000 

5th,  Amount  already  paid   (See  Treasurer's  Report.)  90,374 


Total  Sum,  $1,460,374 

This  is  the  entire  sum  due  to  creditors  from  the  Raleigh  and 
Gaston  Rail  Road  Company,  for  the  payment  of  which  the 
State  is  surety — One  million  four  hundred  and  sixty  thousand 
three  hundred  and  seventy  four  dollars. 

The  assets  of  the  Company  for  the  payment  of  this  debt 
consists  in  the  Road  itself,  with  the  Engines,  Cars  and  wagons 
belonging  to  the  same.  From  all  the  evidences  before  us  it 
would  be  an  extravagant  calculation  to  estimate  the  value  of 
this  property  at  $400,000.  No  gentleman  in  the  House  can  go 
beyond,  and  although  I  will  put  it  down  at  this  sum,  yet  I  do 
not  look  upon  it  as  worth  more  than  $100,000.  The  remainder 
of  the  Company's  assets  consists  in  the  indemnifying  bonds 
of  individuals  amounting  to  $500,000.  I  have  unquestionable 
evidence,  that  at  least  $100,000  of  these  bonds  are  now  worth- 
less; the  obligors  being  insolvent,  and  from  information  con- 
tained in  a  certain  document  communicated  to  the  House  by 
the  Public  Treasurer,  I  apprehend  that  this  fact  is  placed  be- 
yond dispute.  And  it  is  but  fair  to  infer  that  at  least  $100,000 
more  of  the  same  bonds,  will  be  worthless  in  1860,  when  a 
recovery  can  be  had  upon  them.  It  must  be  admitted  Sir,  by 
all,  after  the  exhibits  that  have  been  made  to  the  House,  that 
it  would  be  a  liberal  calculation,  to  say  that  the  State  will  even- 
tually realize  $300,000,  from  these  bonds  of  indemnity. 

The  sum  total  of  the  assets  of  the  company  according  to  the 
foregoing  estimate  is  as  follows : 

Item  1st,  Purchase  money  of  the  Road  $    400,000 
2nd,  Interest  on  the  same  at  six  per  cent,  up  to  the  time 

of  the  payment  of  the  first  loan  in  1860,  360,000 

3rd,  Recovery  on  the  indemnifying  bonds  of  $500,000  300,000 


Total,  $1,060,000 
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This  sum  deducted  from  the  entire  debt  owed  by  the  Com- 
pany, will  leave  the  certain  loss  of  the  State,  and  is  as  follows : 
1st,  Entire  debt,  $1,460,374 

2nd,  Amount  of  assets,  1,060,000 


Certain  loss,  $    400,374 

Thus  Mr.  Speaker,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  undoubted  loss 
of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  in  consequence  of  endorsing 
the  bonds  of  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston  Rail  Road  Company,  will 
be  more  than  four  hundred  thousand  dollars.  But  in  reality 
the  highest  degree  of  probability  exists,  that  it  will  be  much 
larger. 

For  if  our  Courts  decide  that  the  first  mortgage  must  be 
first  satisfied,  as  many  distinguished  lawyers  think  will  be  the 
case,  then  we  are  informed  by  the  report  of  the  Committee 
before  us  that  the  State  will  be  without  any  security  for  the 
last  loan  of  $300,000,  and  the  interest.  And  in  addition  to  this, 
if  the  Road  sells  for  less  than  $400,000,  the  sum  at  which  I 
have  rated  it,  as  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  will  be  the  case, 
then  the  losses  of  the  State  will  be  swelled  to  near  one  million 
of  dollars. 

All  this  responsibility  has  been  incurred  by  the  two  acts 
referred  to,  passed  by  the  Legislatures  of  1839,  and  1840.  I 
have  characterized  those  acts  Mr.  Speaker  as  unguarded  legis- 
lation, and  I  think  I  will  be  justified  in  the  expression,  when 
it  is  recollected  that  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston  Rail  Road  Com- 
pany was  totally  insolvent  at  the  very  time  of  their  passage. 
This  fact  I  have  promised  to  show  from  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee, upon  which  we  are  now  acting.  That  report  states  the 
original  cost  of  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston  Rail  Road,  to  be  fifteen 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  that  six  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  of  this  sum  was  paid  in  by  the  Stockholders,  "leav- 
ing a  debt  (to  use  the  language  of  the  Committee)  of  $950,000, 
hanging  over  the  Company";  and  this  too  at  the  very  time 
they  begin  operations. 

This  debt  it  is  reasonable  to  infer,  has  been  drawing  since 
that  time  an  interest  of  six  per  cent  per  annum,  which  would 
amount  to  an  aggregate  amount  of  interest  of  $57,000,  annually. 

By  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Company  it  will  be  seen, 
that  their  clear  profits  never  have  exceeded  $32,000  for  any 
one  year.  Deduct  this  sum  from  the  interest  on  their  debt,  and 
we  have  left  a  deficit  of  $25,000. 
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Here  then  is  a  Company  with  all  its  property  in  as  full, 
active  and  successful  operation  as  could  ever  be  expected,  fall- 
ing short  by  one  half,  of  paying  the  interest  on  its  debt.  Is  not 
this,  Sir,  a  clear  case  of  insolvency?  In  no  event,  and  at  no 
time  could  that  property,  that  failed  to  pay  the  interest  on 
their  debt  be  converted  into  a  sum  of  money  equal  to  the  debt. 
If  therefore,  it  had  been  possible  at  any  time  for  the  Sheriff 
to  have  sold  the  Road,  and  other  property  of  the  Company 
under  execution,  the  Company  would  have  been  found  to  be 
insolvent. 

This,  Sir,  was  not  the  condition  of  the  Company  at  one  par- 
ticular time  or  upon  a  single  occasion;  but  from  the  first  day 
that  a  locomotive  passed  over  the  track  of  the  Road,  and  every 
day  since  down  to  the  present.  At  no  time  have  its  assets  been 
equal  to  its  debts. 

What  great  emergency — what  overruling  necessity,  Mr. 
Speaker  impelled  the  Legislatures  of  '39  and  '40,  to  endorse 
the  bonds  of  a  Company  totally  insolvent  for  the  enormous 
sum  already  named?  Did  the  general  interest  of  the  State  re- 
quire it?  Did  this  enterprize  appeal  to  our  patriotism  as  a 
great  work  of  internal  improvement  calculated  to  extend  con- 
veniences to  a  large  portion  of  the  people  of  North  Carolina? 
No,  Sir,  it  is  far  otherwise.  The  work  is  almost  exclusively 
local.  The  people  of  the  Mountains,  and  East  of  the  Moun- 
tains, have  never  felt  its  influence.  The  energies  of  trade  have 
never  been  awakened  there  by  the  startling  noise  of  its  loco- 
motive. The  people  of  the  East  and  the  Seaports  have  never 
experienced  the  advantages  of  this  channel  of  trade.  On  the 
contrary,  it  has  proved  a  tributary  by  means  of  which  pro- 
duce is  hastened  in  a  few  hours  to  a  bordering  State. 

Why  then  this  enormous  gratuity?  For  it  may  be  termed 
a  gift,  since  the  Company  was  insolvent,  and  could  never  re- 
pay. There  is  no  justice,  no  equality  in  squandering  millions 
in  one  small  corner  of  the  State,  without  ever  manifesting 
the  slightest  disposition  to  confer  similar  benefits  upon  the 
community  at  large. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  after  taking  a  view  of  the  nature  and 
extent  of  our  public  involvement,  in  consequence  of  the  acts 
extending  aid  to  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston  Rail  Road  Company, 
the  question  that  naturally  suggests  itself  and  the  question 
that  will  be  asked  by  the  public,  is  with  whom  rests  the  re- 
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sponsibility  of  this  legislation?  I  mean  not,  Sir,  with  what 
particular  individual,  but  what  party.  For  in  these  days  we 
approach  the  people  as  parties;  they  elect  us  as  parties;  we 
legislate  as  parties;  and  as  parties  will  they  hold  us  responsible 
for  such  legislation.  And  although  gentlemen  may  deprecate  any 
allusions  to  the  political  parties  of  the  country  in  the  present  dis- 
cussion, as  the  gentleman  from  Halifax  (Mr.  B.  F.  Moore)  has 
done,  yet  such  allusions  are  natural  and  cannot  be  registered. 
And,  Sir,  I  hold  them  to  be  entirely  proper  at  this  time,  for  if 
there  is  one  subject  touching  our  government  in  which  the  people 
have  a  deeper  interest  than  any  other,  it  is  the  subject  of  public 
economy.  All  parties  when  asking  for  power  profess  to  be 
the  particular  champions  of  a  strict  economy  in  administer- 
ing the  affairs  of  government,  and  it  is  but  right,  that  the 
people  should  see  their  acts  to  enable  them  to  determine  what 
party  carries  its  professions  more  effectually  into  practice. 

It  has  already  been  stated  in  debate,  by  the  gentleman  from 
Wake  (Mr.  Wilder)8  that  the  Whig  party  had  the  ascendency 
in  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  when  the  acts  authoris- 
ing the  Public  Treasurer  to  endorse  the  bonds  of  the  Raleigh 
and  Gaston  Rail  Road  Company  were  passed,  and  that  the 
Journals  will  show  the  fact,  that  the  Whigs  as  a  party  voted 
for,  and  the  Democrats  as  a  party  voted  against  their  passage. 
There  being  individual  exceptions  among  both  parties,  this 
position  has  not  nor  cannot  be  controverted.  But  it  has  been 
replied  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Halifax  (Mr.  Moore,)  who, 
(although  he  deprecated  any  allusions  to  party  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Wake  (Mr.  Wilder,)  nevertheless  took  occasion  to 
make  an  out  and  out  political  speech  himself,)  by  calling  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  certain  proceedings  of  Internal  Im- 
provement Conventions,  held  in  the  years  1833,  '36  and  '38, 
in  which  prominent  men  of  both  parties  took  part.  The  gentle- 
man has  fixed  the  names  of  distinguished  democrats  to  ad- 
dresses to  the  people  in  favor  of  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment, and  to  memorials  to  the  Legislature,  recommending  cer- 
tain projected  works  to  their  favorable  consideration.  The 
gentleman  by  his  ancient  learning  and  antiquated  documents, 
has  most  certainly  established  one  fact,  viz:  that  both  parties 
were  once  in  favor  of  a  system  of  Internal  Improvements;  and 


8  Gaston  H.  Wilder,  graduate  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  1838 ; 
planter;  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Wake  County,  1842-1846, 
1852;  member  of  the  State  Senate  1854-1856.  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  813. 
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this,  Sir,  is  what  every  democrat  will  without  hesitation  admit, 
and  would  have  done  so  before  the  gentleman's  argument  be- 
gan. Aye,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  if  I  understand  the  democrats  of 
North  Carolina,  they  are  now  and  will  continue  to  be  in  favor 
of  a  system  of  Improvements  throughout  the  whole  extent  of 
the  State,  limited  only  by  our  wants  and  our  means.  The  gentle- 
man established  nothing  more,  then,  by  reference  to  these  old 
documents  than  every  person  is  perfectly  willing  to  admit. 

But  how  this  justifies  the  Whig  party  in  making  extrava- 
gant donations  to  an  almost  exclusively  local  work,  and  to  the 
entire  neglect  of  the  rest  of  the  State,  he  has  not  thought 
proper  to  inform  the  House.  If  these  documents  be  regarded 
as  authority,  coming  as  they  do  from  great  and  patriotic  men, 
then  with  his  own  mouth  does  the  gentleman  from  Halifax 
condemn  those  acts  of  the  Whig  party  in  the  Legislatures  of 
1839  and  1840  that  he  would  defend.  No  harsher  strictures 
upon  those  acts  could  have  been  offered  to  the  House,  than 
the  papers  which  the  gentleman  has  read  to  defend  them.  If, 
Sir,  I  recollect  aright,  he  read  from  those  addresses  and  me- 
morials of  Internal  Improvement  Conventions,  recommendations 
for  the  construction  of  a  Rail  Road  from  Fayetteville  to  the 
Yadkin,  a  turnpike  from  Raleigh  to  Greensboro',  for  the  open- 
ing Neuse  and  Tar  rivers  to  Steamboat  navigation,  and  open- 
ing an  inlet  at  Nagshead.  This,  Sir,  is  something  like  a  system 
of  Internal  Improvements;  a  wise  and  patriotic  system  calcu- 
lated to  advance  the  interests  of  the  whole  community,  and 
open  in  our  own  Seaports  primary  markets  for  the  products 
of  the  remotest  portion  of  the  State.  And,  Sir,  it  is  the  greatest 
misfortune  that  has  ever  befallen  North  Carolina  that  a  skele- 
ton of  this  system  at  least  has  never  been  carried  into  effect. 
But  while  the  great  system  itself  has  been  neglected,  the  Whig 
party  in  our  Legislature  has  adopted  an  unimportant  part  of 
it,  and  upon  that  lavished  all  the  treasure  of  the  State.  The 
heavy  involvements  incurred  on  account  of  the  Raleigh  and 
Gaston  Rail  Road,  (which  isolated  as  it  is,  can  in  no  sense  of 
the  word  be  called  a  State  work,)  have  dampened  the  hopes 
of  the  most  patriotic,  of  ever  carrying  this  noble  system  into 
effect,  and  postponed  the  work  of  Internal  Improvement  in 
North  Carolina  for  ten  years  to  come,  if  not  forever.  I  protest, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  documents  exhibited  by  the  gentleman 
from  Halifax    (Mr.  Moore)    furnish  any  justification  for  his 
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party  in  their  action  heretofore  touching  the  Raleigh  and  Gas- 
ton Rail  Road.  No,  Sir!  the  patriotic  recommendations  of  wise 
men  can  never  justify  his  party  in  expending  millions  of  dol- 
lars upon  an  insolvent  corporation.  But,  Sir,  as  this  part  of 
the  subject  has  been  fully  and  ably  discussed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Wake,  (Mr.  Wilder,)  I  shall  go  no  further  into  it. 
Many  of  my  views,  Mr.  Speaker  upon  the  subject  before  us 
may  not  be  verified  for  years  to  come,  but  such  as  they  are, 
I  submit  them  to  the  House  for  its  consideration,  and  shall 
close  my  remarks  with  a  recapitulation  of  the  several  facts 
which  I  have  established.  1st,  The  State  is  now  responsible 
on  account  of  the  Raleigh  and  Gaston  Rail  Road  Company,  for 
the  sum  of  one  million  four  hundred  thousand  dollars.  2nd, 
Of  this  amount  there  will  be  a  certain  and  total  loss  of  near 
half  a  million  of  dollars.  3rd,  There  will  be  a  highly  probable 
loss  of  near  a  million  of  dollars.  4th,  The  Company  was  insol- 
vent when  the  loans  were  contracted,  and  when  the  State  agreed 
to  stand  as  surety.  5th,  The  Whig  party  in  the  Legislature 
authorized  the  Treasurer  to  pledge  the  faith  and  credit  of  the 
State  for  the  payment  of  these  loans. 

Sophia  E.  Pearson9  to  John  W.  Ellis,  UNC. 

Greensboro  [Alabama]  June  14th  1846. 

My  dear  Uncle 

I  have  just  received  your  long  and  affectionate  latter  dated 
June  3rd.  and  I  can  asshure  you  it  met  with  a  most  hearty 
reception,  for  I  was  just  thinking  yesterday  that  you  had  for- 
gotten me,  for  when  you  wrote  last  which  was  some  time  in 
the  winter  you  told  me  not  to  write  until  you  wrote  again  to 
let  me  know  where  to  direct  my  letter,  you  thought  then  of 
leaving  Salisbury,  the  thought  of  being  forgotten  you  know  is 
not  a  very  pleasant  sensation,  and  as  your  letter  removed  all 
doubts  on  that  score  it  was  much  more  anxiously  red  than  it 
would  have  been  if  we  had  been  corresponding  more  regularly 
than  we  have  been  doing,  but  I  hope  in  future  we  will  not  let 
so  much  time  pass  between  our  letters.  I  was  delighted  at  the 
idear  of  Ma's  going  to  Salisbury  to  live  for  she  will  be  so  much 


"Sophia  E.  Pearson,  daughter  of  Elizabeth  Ellis  and  Giles  W.  Pearson, 
lawyer  and  younger  brother  of  Richmond  M.  Pearson.  Rumple,  History 
of  Rowan  County,  309-310. 
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more  comfortably  situated  there  than  she  is  in  Mocksville  be- 
sides being  so  near  Grandmother10  and  yourself,  I  suppose  you 
and  Ma  will  live  together  at  least  until  you  are  married  for 
I  cannot  but  believe  that  your  sweet  hart  will  have  you  if  she 
does  not  I  won't  think  much  of  her  taste.  What  house  will  you 
get  for  Ma?  I  will  be  delighted  if  she  goes  to  Salisbury  to  live, 
if  she  goes  there  when  do  you  think  she  will  go?  You  said  you 
wanted  to  hear  all  about  my  school  and  studies,  this  session 
will  be  out  the  last  of  this  month  we  will  then  have  a  vacation 
of  two  months,  I  do  not  know  what  I  will  do  with  myself  all 
that  time,  I  am  study  Rhetoric,  Geometry  and  Algebra, 
I  have  finished  Logick  and  Chemistry  we  were  examined  on 
them  about  two  months  ago,  we  will  be  examined  on  the  three 
I  first  mentioned  at  the  end  of  this  month,  but  will  not  finish 
Geometry  until  next  session.  I  never  was  examined  but  once 
before  I  came  here  and  then  I  was  very  small  so  you  may 
readily  imagine  how  much  frightened  I  was  when  I  was  ex- 
amined, when  I  got  up  to  the  blackboard  to  do  my  sums  in 
Algebra  I  was  so  much  frightened  that  when  I  bigan  to  repeat 
the  rules  my  voice  trembled  so  that  I  could  scarcely  go  through 
with  it.  My  dear  uncle  I  have  just  returned  from  the  burying 
of  one  of  the  children  of  my  teacher,  this  is  the  second  child 
he  has  lost  since  he  has  been  in  Alabama,  which  has  been  about 
nine  months.  I  do  not  think  I  ever  felt  so  sorry  for  any  person 
in  my  life  as  I  do  for  him  he  has  lost  both  of  his  children,  a 
valuable  library  I  understood  the  books  cost  $2000,  and  all  of 
his  furniture,  which  he  lost  on  the  river  between  here  and 
Mobile,  besides  all  he  has  lost  in  things  of  that  kind,  he  has 
made  more  enimies  than  any  person  I  ever  saw,  just  froom 
slapping  the  children. 

When  you  write  to  Uncle  Anderson11  tel  him  I  have  been 
waiting  long  and  anxiously  for  an  answer  to  my  last  letter, 
and  that  I  hope  he  will  not  give  out  his  trip  to  the  south,  tel 


"Judith  Bailey  Ellis  (1789-1868),  wife  of  Anderson  Ellis  (1780-1832), 
mother  of  John  W.  Ellis,  and  grandmother  of  Sophia  E.  Pearson.  Dates 
taken  from  the  tombstones  of  the  above-mentioned  persons. 

"Anderson  Ellis  (?-1903),  from  Salisbury,  attended  Pennsylvania 
College  later  known  as  Gettysburg  College,  1846-1847;  cotton  planter; 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  Fifty-Fourth  Regiment,  North  Carolina  Infantry.  Clyde 
B.  Stover  and  Charles  W.  Beachem,  The  Alumni  Record  of  Gettysburg 
College  1832-1932  (Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania:  Gettysburg  College,  1932), 
494,  hereinafter  cited  as  Stover  and  Beachem,  Alumni  Record  of  Gettys- 
burg College. 
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him  that  I  have  not  heard  from  Mary  Yarbrough12  in  some- 
time, but  that  an  acquaintance  of  mine  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Yr. — 13last  week  and  he  said  Mr.  Smeeds14  wrote  him  such 
flattering  accounts  of  Mary  that  he  was  ashamed  to  say  what 
they  were  she  is  going  to  school  in  Raleigh  another  year.  Pre- 
haps  you  do  not  know  who  Miss  Mary  is;  she  was  uncle 
Anderson's  sweet  hart  when  he  was  in  Louisburg. 

You  must  be  shure  and  let  me  know  whether  you  are  to  be 
married  or  not,  I  know  if  you  marry  Miss  McRea15  I  will 
love  her,  for  the  girls  in  Raleigh  thought  that  there  was  no 
person  like  her,  they  all  said  she  was  very  amiable  indeed. 
Give  my  best  love  to  Grand-mother  when  you  see  her.  Has  Dr. 
Douglas16  taken  little  George  back  to  her  yet?  You  said  Ma 
told  you  I  thought  of  going  to  Mobile  and  New  Orleans  in 
the  spring,  the  Episcopal  Convention  meets  in  Apr  we  will  go 
down  at  that  time  and  from  there  to  New  Orleans  then  we 
think  of  going  to  Mammoth  cave  in  Kentucky  I  am  very  anxious 
to  see  that  as  it  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  greates[t]  natural 
curiosities  in  the  world,  I  will  have  enough  to  talk  about  when 
I  go  home  to  keep  you  all  listening  some  time,  I  want  to  go 
home  from  the  Mammoth  cave,  if  it  will  be  possible  for  me 
to  do  so,  but  I  am  not  sertain  whether  we  will  go  there  or  not 
we  are  only  talking  about  it. 

Give  my  love  to  Laura  Henderson,17  and  ask  her  why  she 
does  not  answer  my  last  letter.  You  must  write  soon.  I  hope 
you  will  have  Ma  well  [fixed]  in  Salisbury  by  the  time  I  get 
home,  you  said  you  wanted  me  to  take  dancing  lessons  I  took 


32Mary  M.  Yarbrough,  of  Louisburg,  daughter  of  R.  F.  Yarbrough, 
married  DeWitt  C.  Stone  on  December  3,  1850.  The  Daily  Register, 
(Raleigh),  December  27,  1850,  hereinafter  cited  without  including  Raleigh 
as  place   of  publication,   despite   title   variations   throughout   the   years. 

^Richard  F.  Yarborough,  from  Franklin  County;  Second  Lieutenant, 
Company  G,  Forty-Seventh  Regiment,  North  Carolina  Infantry.  John 
Wheeler  Moore,  Roster  of  North  Carolina  Troops  in  the  War  Between 
the  States  (Raleigh:  [State  of  North  Carolina],  4  volumes,  1882),  III, 
343,  hereinafter  cited  as  Moore,  Roster  of  North  Carolina  Troops. 

14Aldert  Smedes  (1810-1877),  founder  and  first  Rector  of  St.  Mary's 
School  in  Raleigh.  "Second  Aldert  Smedes  Memorial  Muse,"  The  St.  Mary's 
Muse,  XV  (November,  1910),  68-96. 

15Unable  to  identify. 

"George  B.  Douglass,  husband  of  Mary  Ellis  (1825-1845),  sister  of 
John  W.  Ellis,  uncle  and  aunt  of  Sophia  E.  Pearson.  "Little  George"  was 
probably  their  son  living  with  his  grandmother  after  the  death  of  his 
mother.  Information  taken  from  tombstones  of  the  above-mentioned  persons. 

"Laura  C.  Henderson,  married  J.  M.  Coffin  on  December  17,  1851. 
Carolina    Watchman    (Salisbury),    December    18,    1851,    hereinafter    cited 

Carolina  Watchman. 
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them  in  Raleigh  last  summer  every  body  says  I  can  dance 
right  well  but  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  the  truth  or  not. 
Please  do  not  show  this  to  any  person  for  I  have  written  it 
in  such  a  hurry  that  I  am  asshamed  for  you  to  see  it.  I  suppose 
the  railroad  will  not  be  done  by  the  time  I  go  home  You  seemed 
to  think  I  could  be  the  belle  of  Salisbury  and  Mocksville  both, 
you  had  better  not  anticipate  too  much  for  fear  of  being  dis- 
appointed. 

David  S.  Reid18  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Washington,  July  30,  1846. 

After  Haywood19  deserted  us  we  at  one  time  thought  that 
we  would  in  all  probability  be  defeated  on  the  tariff,  but  I 
have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  we  have  passed  it, 
and  it  only  awaits  the  signature  of  the  President20  to  become 
a  law.  Glory  enough  for  one  day!  Three  of  us  have  denounced 
Haywood  on  the  floor  of  the  House  and  I  hope  the  democracy 
of  the  State  will  do  the  same.  I  write  in  haste. 

P.S.  All  of  my  democratic  colleagues  condemn  Mr.  Hay- 
woods  Course. 

Speech  on  Re-Districting,  delivered  in  the  House  of  Commons, 

December  10,  1846.21 
Mr.  Speaker:22  It  would  scarcely  be  necessary  to  consume 


18David  S.  Reid  (1813-1891),  lawyer;  member  of  the  State  Senate  from 
Rockingham  County,  1835-1842;  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress,  1843-1847; 
Governor,  1850-1852;  member  of  the  U.S.  Senate,  1854-1859;  delegate  to 
the  peace  convention  held  at  Washington,  1861.  Biographical  Directory 
of  The  American  Congress,  1774-1961 :  The  Continental  Congress,  Septem- 
ber 5,  177 U,  to  October  21,  1778,  and  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
from  the  First  to  the  Eighty-sixth  Congress,  March  A,  1789,  to  January 
3,  1961,  Inclusive  (Washington,  D.C.:  United  States  Government  Printing 
Office,  Eighty-fifth  Congress,  Second  Session,  House  Document  No.  442, 
1961),   1,508,  hereinafter  cited   as  Biographical  Directory   of  Congress. 

"William  H.  Haywood,  Jr.  (1801-1852),  graduate  of  the  University  of 
North  Carolina,  1819;  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Wake 
County,  1831,  1834-1836;  member  of  the  U.S.  Senate,  1843-1846,  at  which 
time  he  resigned,  refusing  to  support  the  Walker  tariff  bill  of  1846. 
Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1,032. 

20James  K.  Polk  (1795-1849),  President  of  the  United  States,  1845-1849. 
Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1,690. 

21This  speech  is  taken  from  The  North  Carolina  Standard  December 
30,  1846. 

22Edward  Stanly. 
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time  in  discussing  the  measure  now  before  the  House,  were 
its  defeat  expected  thereby  to  be  attained.  For  that  it  will  be 
adopted — adopted  too,  in  the  very  form  in  which  it  came  from 
the  hands  of  the  Committee,  with  all  its  essential  details  and 
particulars — is  an  event  now  disconnected  from  all  uncertainty 
or  doubt.  Though  the  proposition  involves  questions  of  doubt- 
ful propriety;  though  the  bill  proposes  to  upturn  and  abolish 
an  ancient  policy  of  the  State — a  policy  that  has  existed  from 
the  foundation  of  our  government,  unimpeached  amidst  the 
fiercest  conflicts  of  party  that  have  ever  agitated  the  country; 
though  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  in  the  minds 
of  many  invaded  by  its  provisions ;  yet  we  are  told  by  its  friends, 
exulting  in  the  pride  of  power,  that  the  measure  has  already 
been  agreed  upon,  that  it  has  been  agreed  upon,  not  within 
this  Assembly  of  the  people,  where  all  questions  of  Constitutional 
right  should  properly  be  determined,  but  without  the  doors  of 
this  Hall,  and  within  the  closed  doors  of  a  private  council,  I 
do  not  therefore  occupy  the  attention  of  the  House  with  any 
expectation  of  arresting  the  progress  of  this  bill,  for  that  has 
been  placed  beyond  the  range  of  human  power  or  human  possi- 
bility. But  Sir,  there  are  forty  thousand  free  voters  in  North 
Carolina  who  are  opposed  to  this  measure,  and  in  their  name 
and  on  their  behalf,  I  rise  to  enter  my  protest  to  its  passage. 
As  well  against  its  passage  here,  as  the  very  extraordinary  and 
unexampled  manner  in  which  that  passage  has  been  resolved 
upon. 

But  Mr.  Speaker,  I  would  not  so  far  abuse  the  patience  of 
the  House,  as  to  object  to  the  passage  of  any  law  without 
assigning  a  reason  for  so  doing.  And  in  offering  such  reasons, 
I  must  ask  pardon  of  the  House,  for  using  a  far  less  polished 
and  artificial  manner  than  that  of  the  distinguished  gentleman 
(Mr.  Rayner,)  who  entertained  it  on  yesterday,  in  opening 
this  discussion.  For  it  is  with  unaffected  candor,  I  assure  you, 
what  reflections  I  have  to  submit,  have  been  but  imperfectly 
considered,  and  will  be  delivered  in  a  confused  and  irregular 
order,  without  the  embellishments  of  rhetoric  or  the  seductive 
arts  of  oratory,  to  give  them  effect  with  the  hearer. 

I  shall  attempt  to  reply  to  the  arguments  of  the  gentleman 
from  Hertford,   (Mr.  Rayner,)23  and  with  his  arguments  alone 


"Kenneth  Rayner    (1808-1884),  admitted   to  the  bar,   1829;   member  of 
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will  I  have  to  do.  His  eloquent  declamation,  studied  oratory, 
and  pointed  sarcasm,  I  could  not  even  hope  to  imitate,  and 
his  denunciation  and  abuse  I  certainly  do  not  desire  to  imitate. 
I  regard  it  as  entirely  susceptible  of  demonstration,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  the  power  claimed  by  the  gentleman  for  the  State 
of  re-districting  or  reorganizing  its  Congressional  Districts 
at  any  time  intermediate  between  the  decennial  appointments 
of  Representatives  by  Congress,  is  subversive  and  in  violation 
of  a  great  principle,  that  enters  conspiciously  into  the  structure 
of  this  Government,  and  pervades  our  entire  Constitution.  I 
allude  to  what  may  appropriately  be  termed  the  minority 
principle.  For  although  it  may  be  true,  we  live  in  a  republican 
government,  where  the  will  of  the  majority  is  the  great  tribunal 
for  determining  questions  of  public  concernment,  yet  when  we 
unfold  the  Constitution  of  our  common  country,  it  becomes 
manifest  that  it  is  a  restricted  and  specially  defined  majority, 
and  not  a  majority  of  the  nation  as  an  aggregate;  and  that 
the  minority  and  weaker  interests  of  the  country  are  not  left 
unprotected.  In  the  higher  branch  of  the  National  Legislature, 
the  smallest  States  are  granted  a  representation  equal  in  num- 
bers to  the  largest.  Delaware,  with  scarcely  one  hundred  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  is  entitled  to  two  Senators,  while  New  York, 
with  two  millions,  is  entitled  to  no  more.  So  also  as  regards  the 
election  of  President,  two  additional  votes  are  given  to  each 
State  without  regard  to  population.  Nor  yet  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  where  the  voice  of  the  majority  is  more  strictly 
consulted,  has  it  undivided  and  unlimited  sway;  for  three 
fifths  of  the  Slave  population  have  an  equal  representation 
with  free  voters.  Nor  are  these  features  of  our  government 
the  result  of  accident,  but  of  a  wise  design, — a  design  to  pro- 
tect weaker  interests  against  distant  majorities;  based  upon 
the  ground,  that  if  North  Carolina  were  placed  under  the 
popular  majority  of  New  York,  without  check  or  control,  the 
tyranny  would  be  well  nigh  as  great  as  though  the  same  State 
were  placed  alike  under  the  influence  of  such  majority  of  a 
foreign  government.  This  is  the  breathing  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution, that  gives  it  animation  and  life,  and  enables  it  to 
dispense  liberties  inestimable  over  the  whole  and  every  part 
of  this  expanded  Republic. 

member  of  the  U.S.  Congress,  1839-1845;  member  of  the  State  Senate, 
1854;  Solicitor  of  the  U.S.  Treasury,  1877-1884.  Biographical  Directory 
of  Congress,  1,501. 
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What  will  be  the  effect  of  an  exercise  of  the  power  claimed 
by  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Rayner,)  upon  this  principle  of  our 
government?  If  the  majority  in  the  present  Legislature  of 
North  Carolina  have  the  power  to  re-district  the  State  so  as 
to  accord  with  the  views  of  the  political  party  now  in  the 
ascendancy,  then  must  the  same  power  be  conceded  to  the 
Legislative  body  which  is  next  to  assemble,  and  so  also  to 
every  successive  Assembly  that  may  hereafter  convene  in  North 
Carolina.  If  the  Legislature  now  sitting  can  so  arrange  the 
Districts  as  to  give  to  the  Whig  majority  six  Representatives 
in  Congress,  and  to  the  Democratic  minority  three,  then  the 
Legislature  which  is  next  to  succeed,  can  of  right  reverse  the 
order  of  things,  should  the  relative  strength  of  political  parties 
be  reversed.  Nay  further,  if  this  Legislature  have  the  right  to 
award  such  majority  of  Representatives  in  Congress  to  the 
political  party  of  the  day,  that  may  have  the  popular  majority 
throughout  the  State,  then  will  it  be  in  the  power  of  succeeding 
Legislatures  to  continue  to  increase  the  representative  strength 
of  the  majority  party,  until  such  party  will  be  represented  by 
very  nearly — and  whenever  its  geographical  position  will  per- 
mit, as  it  often  will — by  an  entire  delegation  in  Congress  of 
its  own  political  opinions.  Whether  the  power  will  be  thus  ex- 
ercised, is  only  a  matter  of  discretion  with  the  Legislature, 
when  the  power  itself  is  once  conceded.  And  that  such  dis- 
cretion will  be  so  used  as  to  effect  the  results  hinted  at,  and 
virtually  if  not  literally,  to  bring  into  use  and  operation  the 
general-ticket  system  of  election,  which  has  already  received 
not  only  the  condemnation  of  the  laws,  but  the  better  judgment 
of  the  whole  country,  cannot  be  doubted  by  any  who  are  aware 
of  the  ambition  of  man  and  the  aspirations  of  parties  for  power 
and  place.  With  such  consequences  upon  the  State,  with  an 
entire  or  very  nearly  entire  delegation  in  Congress,  reflecting 
the  will  and  wishes  of  a  bare  majority  of  the  people,  more 
local  and  weaker  interests  will  be  neglected, — deprived  of  a 
representation  in  the  common  councils  of  their  country,  with- 
out a  voice  to  make  known  their  grievances,  or  a  benignant 
hand  to  alleviate  them. 

But  the  fearful  results  that  will  flow  from  an  exercise  of 
the  power  claimed,  do  not  stop  here.  If  the  power  be  granted 
in  North  Carolina  to  arrange  the  Congressional  Districts  at 
will  and  pleasure,  so  as  to  give  in  the  various  mutations  of 
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party,  a  majority  of  Representatives  in  Congress  to  that  party 
having  the  ascendancy  for  the  time  being,  then  must  it  like- 
wise be  conceded  to  every  other  State  in  the  Union.  If  North 
Carolina  by  her  present  Legislature,  increases  the  represen- 
tation of  the  Whig  party  in  Congress,  then  may  the  State  of 
Georgia  by  her  approaching  Legislature  (should  its  majority 
be  democratic),  so  arrange  the  districts  of  that  State,  as  to 
deprive  the  Whig  minority  of  the  four  representatives  it  now 
has,  and  give  to  the  Democratic  majority  eight  members  in- 
stead of  four,  as  at  the  present  time.  The  State  of  Alabama 
may  in  like  manner  take  away  the  only  representative  of  the 
Whig  minority  in  that  State.  So  too  with  Virginia  and  other 
States;  and  the  ensuing  Legislatures  of  New  York  and  Penn- 
sylvania, may  so  district  those  States  as  to  give  to  a  bare  Whig 
majority,  very  nearly,  if  not  an  entire  Whig  delegation  in 
Congress. 

The  inquiry  next  suggests  itself,  whether  such  will  be  the 
objects  for  which  the  power  of  re-districting  at  pleasure  will 
be  used  by  the  States.  And  of  this  the  mind  cannot  entertain  a 
doubt,  when  it  is  once  recollected  that  by  so  doing,  every  State 
may  increase  its  power  in  the  National  Legislature,  where  the 
members  are  almost  invariably  classified  into  parties,  and  as 
such  cast  their  votes.  As,  for  example,  the  State  of  Georgia 
now  has  four  Whig  and  four  Democratic  members  of  Congress, 
four  of  whom  cast  their  votes  for  and  four  against  a  protec- 
tive tariff;  four  for  and  four  against  a  constitutional  Treasury; 
and  thus,  upon  every  great  political  question  that  may  arise, 
in  effect  neutralizing  each  other,  and  depriving  their  State  of 
all  influence  in  that  body.  So  of  other  States  to  an  equal  or 
less  extent.  Now  it  may  be  readily  perceived,  that  the  majority 
in  the  State  named,  could  by  re-districting  and  taking  to  itself 
a  greater  number  of  members;  disturb  such  balance,  and  give 
to  that  State  on  all  political  questions  the  whole  eight,  or  a 
smaller  number  of  votes ;  whereas  it  now  really  has  none.  Other 
States  could  in  the  same  way  increase  their  strength  in  Con- 
gress; and  to  say  that  they  would  do  so,  would  be  only  assert- 
ing the  well  known  fondness  of  men  and  States  for  power. 
There  would  be  engendered  among  the  States,  a  constant  and 
never-flagging  contest,  as  to  which  would  return  to  Congress 
a  delegation  approaching  nearest  to  unanimity  in  political  senti- 
ment; for  the  nearer  a  State  could  reach  that  point,  the  greater 
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would  be  its  power  and  influence.  And  as  a  complete  illustra- 
tion of  this  fact,  it  is  only  necessary  to  recur  to  a  historical 
incident  of  this  country.  At  one  time,  electors  for  President 
and  Vice-President  were  chosen  in  every  State  in  the  Union 
from  Districts  specially  defined  for  that  purpose — each  Dis- 
trict appointing  its  own  elector.  In  this  way  it  not  unfrequently 
happened,  that  in  the  same  State,  one  portion  of  the  electors 
cast  their  votes  for  one  of  the  candidates,  while  the  other  part 
gave  theirs  to  his  opponent;  and  in  some  instances,  an  equal 
number  of  votes  in  a  State  were  given  to  each  of  the  opposing 
candidates.  It  was  readily  perceived  by  the  States  that,  by 
casting  the  whole  number  of  votes  to  which  they  were  respec- 
tively entitled,  for  one  of  the  candidates  only,  their  respective 
influence  in  such  election  would  be  increased;  and  in  order  to 
produce  such  harmony  among  the  electors,  as  to  secure  all 
the  votes  for  one  candidate,  each  State  abolished  the  district- 
system  and  adopted  the  general  ticket  system  of  election.  And 
at  this  time,  in  all  such  elections,  each  State  votes  collectively 
as  a  State.  So  will  it  be  if  each  State  reorganizes  at  will  her 
Congressional  Districts.  They  will  be  so  arranged  as  to  give 
to  the  majority  in  the  State,  as  nearly  as  possible,  the  entire 
delegation  in  Congress.  And  thus,  each  State  will  be  represented 
in  both  Houses  of  Congress  as  a  State.  The  delegations  from 
six  or  seven  of  the  larger  States  acting  together,  by  a  com- 
bination of  interests,  and  constituting  a  majority  of  the  whole 
House  of  Representatives,  would  have  it  in  their  power  to 
oppress  the  balance  of  the  Union.  And  that  too,  when  the 
States  thus  associating  themselves,  might  contain  large  un- 
represented minorities,  which,  taken  in  connexion  with  the 
States  opposed,  would  constitute  a  majority  of  the  people  of 
the  entire  Union.  The  just  balance  and  equilibrium  of  the  Con- 
stitution would,  not  only  in  this  way  be  disturbed,  but  the 
great  principle  of  protecting  minorities  against  the  tyranny 
of  majorities,  so  wisely  ingrafted  into  that  instrument,  and 
so  justly  entering  into  the  entire  structure  of  our  government, 
would,  in  its  true  spirit  and  intent,  be  perverted  and  violated. 
The  destruction  of  such  principle  of  our  government,  would 
deprive  the  Constitution  itself  of  the  essential  elements  of 
liberty,  and  the  only  fruits  of  the  toil  and  labor  of  the  wisest 
men  that  have  ever  adorned  any  age  or  any  country,  and  the 
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purest  revolution  that  has  ever  marked  the  convulsions  of  so- 
ciety, would  be  an  absolute  and  hateful  despotism. 

In  contemplating  consequences  so  fearful,  the  true  lover  of 
his  country  will  ask,  can  the  Constitution  of  our  common  Gov- 
ernment be  thus  indirectly  violated  and  perverted  from  its  true 
purposes?  Can  that  great  instrument,  that  has  lived  through- 
out all  the  mutations  of  parties  for  more  than  half  a  century, 
and  withstood  the  fiercest  conflicts  of  political  factions,  secur- 
ing to  all  the  citizens  of  the  Republic,  and  not  a  bare  majority, 
"life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness,"  be  destroyed  at 
last  by  a  power  which  has  been  dormant  and  unseen,  from 
the  foundation  of  the  government?  In  the  solemn  convictions 
of  an  humble  judgment  I  believe  there  is.  And  that,  that  con- 
servative power  is  embodied  in  the  Constitution  itself,  and 
has  already  been  called  into  action  by  a  law  of  Congress,  that 
meets  the  present  emergency,  and  prohibits  the  adoption  of 
the  measure  now  under  consideration. 

The  1st  clause  of  the  4th  section  of  the  1st  Art.  of  the  Con- 
stitution, is  in  the  following  words : 

The  times,  places  and  manner,  of  holding  elections  for  Senators  and 
Representatives,  shall  be  prescribed  in  each  State  by  the  Legislature 
thereof;  but  the  Congress  may,  at  any  time,  by  law  make  or  alter  such 
regulations,  except  as  to  the  places  of  choosing  Senators. 

This  is  the  only  power  any  where  conferred  upon  the  States, 
to  make  regulations  in  any  wise  touching  the  election  of  Mem- 
bers of  Congress.  And  this  power,  may  either  in  part  or  entirely, 
be  taken  from  the  States  by  Congress  at  any  time,  as  is  most 
unequivocally  expressed  in  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  quoted. 
In  fact  there  is  no  one  principle  better  established  by  Com- 
mentators, than  that  the  States  may  exercise  any  power  granted 
to  Congress  by  the  Constitution  and  not  prohibited  to  the 
States,  so  long  as  Congress  does  not  use  such  power,  but  in 
the  event  that  Congress  does  exercise  it,  then  the  States  are 
prohibited  from  so  doing.  As  for  example,  Congress  is  em- 
powered to  establish  a  uniform  Bankrupt  Law  throughout 
the  United  States;  and  not  having  done  so,  or  at  least  not 
actually  using  the  power  at  the  present  time,  any  of  the  States 
may  pass  such  laws  until  Congress  exercises  that  power,  when 
all  such  laws  adopted  by  the  States  will,  ipso  facto,  become  void 
and  of  no  effect,  should  they  conflict  with  the  law  of  Congress. 
And  still  more  forcibly  will  this  principle  apply  in  the  case 
under   consideration,   since   a   supreme   and   controlling   power 
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to  "make"  or  'alter*  all  regulations  concerning  the  "times,  places 
and  manner"  of  holding  elections  of  Members  of  Congress,  is 
vested  in  the  Congress  itself,  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  the 
States  in  any  or  all  of  these  particulars.  It  is  in  the  power  of 
Congress  under  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  I  have  read  to 
the  House,  to  regulate  the  manner  of  holding  elections,  by  lay- 
ing off  the  Districts  in  the  States;  to  alter  the  time  and  place, 
by  ordering  elections  to  be  held  uniformly  in  June  or  July,  or 
any  other  specified  time;  and  then,  only  at  one  place  in  each 
county,  or  two,  or  any  specified  number  of  places.  Or  in  other 
words,  the  power  of  Congress  is  as  full  and  complete  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  over  the  election  of  its  own  members, 
as  the  power  of  the  States  over  the  election  of  Members  of  the 
State  Legislatures;  whenever  it  may  be  thought  proper  to 
exercise  that  power.  And  again,  Congress  may  exercise  that 
power  in  part  and  not  in  full.  It  may  regulate  the  manner 
of  holding  elections  and  not  the  time  and  place;  or  it  may 
alter  the  time  and  place,  or  either,  and  still  leave  the  manner 
to  be  defined  by  the  States  themselves.  I  do  not  desire  to  be 
understood  however  as  saying,  that  Congress  should  exercise 
this  power,  because  it  is  invested  with  it.  Far  otherwise!  The 
peculiar  phraseology  of  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  to  which 
I  have  called  the  attention  of  the  House,  renders  it  manifest, 
that  the  States  were  expected  in  the  first  instance  to  exercise 
all  the  powers  alluded  to;  and  that  Congress,  should  merely 
possess  a  supervisory  power,  to  supply  any  failure  to  act  at 
all  in  the  matter,  on  the  part  of  the  States,  or  correct  any  bad 
or  improper  action.  From  the  time  the  government  commenced 
its  operations  to  the  year  1842,  this  power  remained  dormant 
and  inactive,  and  the  States  were  left  to  make  all  regulations 
concerning  the  "times,  places  and  manner"  of  holding  elections 
for  members  of  Congress,  they  might  in  their  discretion  deem 
proper.  But  as  the  history  of  the  times  will  show,  the  States 
exercised  this  power  so  as  to  produce  great  inequality  of  rep- 
resentation between  each  other;  and  in  many  instances,  to 
silence  entirely  the  voice  of  the  minority  however  large  that 
minority  might  be.  Some  of  the  States,  elected  their  members 
by  what  has  been  termed  the  general  ticket  system,  others  by 
double  districts  or  two  members  from  each  district,  and  others 
again  by  single  districts.  To  prevent  such  inequalities,  and  to 
remedy  the  many  evils  resulting  from  the  general  ticket  system, 
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Congress  at  the  last  apportionment  of  representatives  among 
the  States,  enacted  the  following  law : 

Sec.  2  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  every  case  where  a  State 
is  entitled  to  more  than  one  representative,  the  member  to  which  each 
State  shall  be  entitled  under  this  apportionment,  shall  be  elected  by  dis- 
tricts, composed  of  contiguous  territory,  equal  in  number  to  the  number 
of  representatives  to  which  said  State  may  be  entitled,  no  one  district 
electing  more  than  one  representative. 

Here  then  it  is,  that  Congress  to  a  certain  extent  assumed 
the  power  of  regulating  the  "manner"  of  holding  elections 
and  hence  just  to  that  extent,  has  taken  it  from  the  States. 
Congress  in  this  act  specifies  the  manner  in  which  the  districts 
are  to  be  laid  off,  and  virtually  directs  the  States  to  perform  the 
labor  according  to  such  specified  rules.  Or  in  other  words,  the 
States  are  hereby  called  in  to  aid  Congress  in  the  regulation 
of  the  "manner"  of  holding  elections  and  thus  to  effectuate 
the  objects  of  the  new  apportionment.  But  this  labor  is  within 
itself  a  certain  and  specific  task;  to  be  effected  at  one  time  and 
not  continuously,  for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  and  com- 
pleting a  great  public  measure,  the  formation  of  a  new  basis 
of  representation  upon  the  date  of  the  last  constitutional  cen- 
sus of  1840.  This  task  is  done, — the  labor  and  duty  of  the 
States  has  been  accomplished  and  the  work  as  performed,  has 
been  accepted  by  Congress  and  the  members  elected  from  the 
districts  as  laid  off  received.  North  Carolina  in  common  with 
the  rest  of  the  States  performed  her  part  of  the  task  allotted 
by  Congress, — the  laying  off  the  districts  as  specified  and  that 
too  within  the  time  required  (anterior  to  the  meeting  of  the 
first  Congress  after  new  apportionment.)  Both  the  'manner* 
and  time  in  which  the  work  should  be  accomplished,  have 
been  complied  with  in  common  with  the  other  States,  Con- 
gress has  accepted  and  approved  the  labor  as  done.  North 
Carolina  has  not  the  right  as  contended  for  both  by  your  com- 
mittee and  the  gentleman  from  Hertford  (Mr.  Rayner)  of 
again  remodelling  and  fashioning  anew  this  labor  without  the 
knowledge  or  consent  of  Congress.  They  cannot  go  back  to 
the  clause  of  the  Constitution  I  have  read  to  the  House  and 
claim  therefrom  the  power  of  so  doing,  for  Congress  by  the 
Act  already  cited,  has  thus  far  taken  to  itself  the  power  of 
regulating  the  'manner*  of  holding  elections,  and  therefore 
according  to  the  proposition  previously  laid  down,  the  power 
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of  the  States  so  far  is  taken  away.  But  Mr.  Speaker;  it  may 
be  contended  that  I  have  not  shown  with  sufficient  distinctness, 
how  far  Congress  intended  to  take  upon  itself,  by  the  passage 
of  the  law  I  have  read,  the  regulation  of  the  "manner"  of  hold- 
ing elections  of  members  of  Congress.  That  it  did  not  intend 
to  exercise  the  entire  power  of  regulating  the  "manner"  in 
every  particular,  I  am  willing  to  admit;  but  that  it  did  to  a 
certain  extent,  I  need  only  to  refer  to  the  law  itself.  How  far 
then  and  how  much  of  this  power  did  Congress  by  that  act 
intend  to  take  upon  itself  to  the  exclusion  of  the  States?  In 
solving  this  question,  I  will  lay  down,  a  proposition  which  will 
no  doubt  be  readily  admitted,  in  as  much  as  it  is  little  less  than 
self  evident;  which  is,  that  Congress  by  the  law  of  1842,  which 
I  have  read  to  the  House,  intended  and  did  take  from  the  States 
and  assume  to  itself,  as  much  power  in  the  regulation  of  the 
"manner"  of  holding  elections  &c,  as  should  be  found  necessary 
to  carry  the  law  itself  into  effect,  and  secure  in  full  force  and 
virtue,  its  various  objects  and  intents;  otherwise,  how  idle  its 
legislation  in  this  particular!  how  worse  than  foolish  it  would 
be  in  every  other ! 

What  then  are  the  objects  of  this  law  and  what  the  evils 
expected  to  be  remedied  thereby?  As  I  contend  and  hope  yet 
to  be  able  to  prove,  several  objects  were  expected  to  be  attained 
by  it;  but  for  the  present,  it  is  sufficient,  to  point  out  a  single 
one,  which  admits  of  no  controversy.  It  is  very  clear  that  Con- 
gress intended  by  this  law  to  abolish  the  general  ticket  system 
of  election,  then  prevailing  in  some  of  the  States,  and  estab- 
lish in  its  stead,  the  single  district  plan,  by  which  minorities 
would  also  have  a  representation  in  the  National  Legislature. 
If  this  be  the  object  of  the  law,  then  I  have  shown  that  the 
power  claimed  for  the  States  of  re-districting  at  pleasure,  is 
inconsistent  with  such  object.  I  have  already  pointed  out  how 
the  States  could  virtually  restore  the  general  ticket  system,  by 
remodelling  the  districts,  upon  every  mutation  of  political  par- 
ties, so  as  to  give  to  the  majority  party  the  entire  representa- 
tion, and  leave  the  minority  without  a  single  representative. 
How  easily  the  State  of  Georgia  could  at  the  next  Session  of 
its  Legislature  deprive  the  minority  party  of  the  four  represent- 
atives it  now  has  and  give  to  the  majority,  the  eight  members 
that  State  is  entitled  to.  And  so  also  with  the  States  of  Vir- 
ginia, Alabama,  Louisiana  and  in  fact  nearly  if  not  every  State 
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in  the  Union.  In  this  manner,  the  grand  object  of  the  law  of 
Congress  would  be  defeated  and  the  general  ticket  system  of 
election  again  introduced  in  a  more  pernicious  form  than  it 
before  existed.  The  law  would  be  thus  indirectly  but  effectually 
set  aside,  by  what  in  legal  parlance  is  termed,  a  fraud  upon 
the  Statute.  For  if  no  State  has  a  right  to  abolish  the  districts 
and  elect  all  the  members  of  Congress  from  the  State  at  large, 
by  the  party  in  the  ascendent;  then  neither  has  any  State  the 
right  so  to  fashion  the  districts  at  pleasure,  as  to  place  it  in 
the  power  of  the  majority,  to  elect  all  the  members  from  among 
its  own  members.  In  other  words,  they  cannot  do  by  indirect 
means,  that  which  they  are  prohibited  from  doing  directly. 
But  the  gentleman  from  Hertford  (Mr.  Rayner)  tells  us,  that 
it  is  not  the  object  of  the  bill  under  discussion  thus  to  violate 
the  purposes  of  the  law  of  Congress;  but  to  make  a  fair  and 
just  arrangement  of  the  Congressional  districts.  Be  this  Sir, 
as  it  may,  it  is  sufficient  for  my  purposes,  that  the  gentleman 
(Mr.  Rayner)  claims  for  the  States  the  power  of  re-districting. 
Which  power  I  have  shown  may  be  so  used,  as  to  pervert  and 
avoid  the  law  of  Congress;  and  though  this  State  may  not  so 
use  the  power  by  this  present  Legislature,  yet  there  is  no  guar- 
anty that  future  Legislatures  and  other  States  will  not  do  so. 
I  will  not  admit  that  any  State  even  possesses  the  power, 
whether  she  uses  it  or  not,  to  violate  a  law  of  Congress  passed 
in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution.  And  such  a  power  must  be 
claimed  Mr.  Speaker,  to  enable  this  body  to  pass  the  bill  under 
consideration. 

The  gentleman  from  Hertford  (Mr.  Rayner)  who,  as  Chair- 
man of  the  committee,  reported  this  bill  to  the  House,  argues, 
in  his  report,  that  Congress  has  not  taken  from  the  States  the 
power  to  regulate  the  "manner"  of  holding  elections,  because 
it  has  not  taken  away  that  of  fixing  the  'time'  and  'place';  and 
draws  this  conclusion — which  may  be  found  on  the  fourth  page 
of  that  report:  "They,  therefore,  who  maintain,  that  the  Legis- 
lature cannot  alter  the  manner,  when  once  regulated  by  law, 
must  also  maintain  that  the  times  and  places  once  fixed  are 
unalterable."  This,  sir,  I  contend,  is  a  non  sequiter.  The  States, 
under  the  Constitution  may  have  entire  control  over  the  times 
and  places  of  holding  elections,  and  yet  have  no  power  concern- 
ing the  manner.  It  is  altogether  competent  for  Congress  to  take 
from  the  States  all  power  over  the  times,  places  and  'manner' 
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of  holding  elections,  either  single  or  collectively;  and  very- 
good  reasons  may  exist,  why  it  should  regulate  the  manner 
and  leave  to  the  States  the  power  of  fixing  the  times  and  places. 
They  are  three  distinct  powers,  which,  though  conferred  by 
one  clause  of  the  Constitution,  are  capable  of  being  separated 
and  treated  as  such.  But  the  gentleman's  argument  is  fully 
met  by  recurring  to  the  law  of  Congress  already  alluded  to. 
That  law  does  most  certainly  take  away  a  part  of  the  manner 
of  holding  elections  from  the  control  of  the  States,  so  far  at 
least,  as  to  prevent  them  from  electing  by  general  ticket  and 
requiring  the  Districts  to  be  contiguous;  and  it  is  equally  as 
certain  that  the  law  has  no  reference  whatever,  to  the  'times' 
and  'places/  but  leaves  them,  as  before,  within  the  power  and 
discretion  of  the  States,  without  limitation  or  restriction.  If 
then,  a  part  of  the  'manner'  can  be  taken  from  the  States,  and 
not  the  'times'  and  'places'  I  would  hold  it  to  be  a  fair  inference 
that  the  whole  "manner"  might  be  taken  away,  and  yet  the 
'times'  and  'places'  remain  untouched. 

But  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  not  willing  to  remain  content  with 
submitting  my  own  views  alone  upon  that  portion  of  the  Con- 
stitution to  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House.  I  would  further  ask  leave  to  read  those  of  Mr. 
Madison,24  delivered  when  the  Constitution  itself  was  under 
consideration.  These  remarks  fully  explain  the  objects  and 
meaning  of  the  first  part  of  the  4th  section  of  the  1st  Article 
of  the  Constitution,  and  show  the  importance  of  its  being  em- 
bodied in  that  instrument.  I  read  from  the  debates  in  Conven- 
tion as  reported  in  the  Madison  papers:  "Mr.  Pinckney25  and 
Mr.  Rutledge26  moved  to  strike  out  the  remaining  part  of  the 
clause  viz:  "But  their  provisions  concerning  them  may  at  any 
time  be  altered  by  the  Legislature  of  the  United  States."  (The 
language  was  modified  and  made  still  broader  in  the  Consti- 


24James  Madison  (1751-1836),  President  of  the  United  States,  1809- 
1817.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1,252. 

25Charles  Pinckney  (1757-1824),  lawyer;  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress  from  South  Carolina,  1777,  1778,  1784-1787;  member  of  the 
U.S.  Constitutional  Convention,  1787;  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  1789- 
1792,  1796-1798,  1806-1808;  member  of  the  U.S.  Senate,  1798-1801;  mem- 
ber of  the  U.S.  Congress,  1819-1821.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress, 
1,460. 

26John  Rutledge  (1739-1800),  lawyer;  member  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress from  South  Carolina,  1774-1776,  1782,  1783;  Governor  of  South 
Carolina,  1779-1782;  member  of  the  U.S.  Constitutional  Convention,  1787; 
Associate  Justice  of  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court,  1789-1791.  Biographical 
Directory  of  Congress,  1,553. 
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tution  as  adopted.)  Upon  which  motion,  Mr.  Madison  said: 
"The  necessity  of  a  General  Government  supposes  that  the  State 
Legislatures  will  sometimes  fail  or  refuse  to  consult  the  com- 
mon interest  at  the  expense  of  their  local  conveniences  or 
prejudices.  The  policy  of  referring  the  appointment  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  people,  and  not  to  the  Legis- 
latures of  the  States,  supposes  that  the  result  will  be  some- 
what influenced  by  the  mode.  This  view  of  the  question  seems 
to  decided,  that  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  ought  not  to 
have  the  uncontrolled  right  of  regulating  'the  times,  places  and 
manner  of  holding  elections/  These  were  words  of  great  lati- 
tude. It  was  impossible  to  foresee  all  the  abuses  that  might 
be  made  of  the  discretionary  power. 

"Whether  electors  should  vote  by  ballot  or  viva  voce;  should 
assemble  at  this  place  or  that  place;  should  be  divided  into 
districts,  or  all  meet  at  one  place;  should  all  vote  for  all  the 
Representatives,  or  all  in  a  district  vote  for  a  number  allotted 
to  the  district — these,  and  many  other  points  would  depend 
on  the  Legislatures  and  might  materially  affect  the  appoint- 
ments. Whenever  the  State  Legislatures  had  a  favorite  measure 
to  carry,  they  would  take  care  so  to  mould  their  regulations 
as  to  favor  the  candidates  they  wished  to  succeed.  Besides,  the 
inequality  of  the  representation  in  the  Legislatures  of  particu- 
lar States,  would  produce  a  like  inequality  in  their  represen- 
tation in  the  National  Legislature,"  &c.  &c.  These  are  the  words 
of  that  man  who  has  appropriately  been  styled  the  Father 
of  the  Constitution.  With  a  penetration  of  intellect  almost 
prophetic,  he  has  pictured  forth  more  than  fifty  years  ago  all 
the  various  evils  that  would  result  from  giving  to  the  State 
Legislatures  the  uncontrolled  power  of  regulating  the  'times, 
places  and  manner*  of  holding  elections  for  members  of  Con- 
gress. The  evils  spoken  of  by  him  upon  that  occasion,  have 
since  actually  been  felt,  and  this  day  witnesses  the  verification 
of  the  last  of  that  remarkable  prophecy,  viz:  " Whenever  the 
State  Legislatures  had  a  favorite  measure  to  carry,  they  would 
take  care  so  to  mould  their  regulations  as  to  favor  the  candi- 
dates they  wished  to  succeed."  The  effectuation  of  which,  is 
the  sole  and  avowed  object  of  the  bill  under  discussion.  To 
'favor  those  candidates/  who,  if  elected,  will  use  their  exertions 
to  'carry  out'  certain  'favorite  measures'  of  this  Legislature, 
is  the  express  purpose  and  design  of  this  bill.  We  are  told 
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that  as  the  districts  now  stand,  the  majority  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives therefrom  favor  the  measures  of  the  Democratic 
party;  and  for  the  purpose  of  altering  this  condition  of  things, 
this  bill  is  introduced,  which  so  'moulds'  and  fashions  the  dis- 
tricts, as  to  give  to  the  Whig  party  a  majority  of  Representa- 
tives. Mr.  Madison  speaks  of  this  as  an  evil,  for  the  preven- 
tation  of  which,  he  contended  a  supervisory  power  should  be 
given  to  Congress,  by  inserting  in  the  Constitution  the  clause 
alluded  to.  And  Congress  has  exercised  that  power  to  little 
purpose  indeed,  by  the  law  of  1842,  if  that  law  fails  to  meet 
the  case  in  question.  Heretofore  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  contended 
that  the  manifest  object  of  the  law  of  Congress — the  abolition 
of  the  general  ticket  system  of  election — will  not  be  accom- 
plished if  the  States  alter  at  pleasure  the  Congressional  dis- 
tricts. But  Sir,  I  contend  further,  and  am  prepared  to  show, 
that  the  law  has  other  objects  in  view;  not  the  least  among 
which,  is,  that  the  districts  when  once  laid  off,  after  a  decen- 
nial apportionment,  shall  remain  permanent,  until  the  time 
again  arrives,  when  a  new  apportionment  becomes  necessary. 
To  establish  this,  I  must  ask  the  attention  of  the  House,  to 
the  Speech  of  Mr.  Garret  Davis27  of  Kentucky,  then  as  now, 
one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  Whig  party  in  this  country; 
delivered  in  the  House  of  Representatives  when  the  law  alluded 
to  was  under  discussion.  Among  other  things,  Mr.  Davis  upon 
that  occasion  said:  "There  are  other  reasons  why  Congress 
should  now  take  this  matter  in  hand,  and  pass  this  amendment 
—  (which  amendment  is,  that  part  of  the  Act  I  have  read.) 
Some  of  the  State  Legislatures,  not  adopting  entirely  the  gen- 
eral ticket,  but  to  profit  somewhat  by  its  principles,  have  to 
secure  party  power  and  ascendancy,  established  double  and 
triple  districts,  and  that,  too,  by  unequal  and  fraudulent  ap- 
portionment. For  the  same  ends,  all  sorts  of  inconvenient  and 
iniquitious  forms,  and  unequal  sizes  and  numbers,  have  been 
given  to  single  districts.  There  are  instances  where,  after  the 
State  had  been  arranged  into  districts  for  years,  a  single  dis- 
trict has  been  altered,  to  transfer  it  to  the  opposite  party  of 
the  one  which  then  had  the  Representative  from  it.  Repeatedly 
and  long  after  the  apportionment  bill  has  been  passed  by  Con- 
gress, and  the  States  have  enacted  the  necessary  legislation 


"Garrett  Davis  (1801-1872),  lawyer;  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress 
from  Kentucky,  1839-1847;  member  of  the  U.S.  Senate,  1861-1872.  Bio- 
graphical Directory  of  Congress,  782. 


The  Papers  of  John  W.  Ellis  35 

to  give  it  effect,  States  have  repealed  the  district  and  intro- 
duced the  general  ticket  system,  upon  no  other  ground  than 
calculations  of  party  power.  Alabama  has  given  the  country 
a  recent  example.  To  prevent  such  abuses  by  the  States,  Con- 
gress ought  now  to  legislate  upon  the  subject.  We  ought  to  estab- 
lish the  district  system  in  every  State,  requiring  as  nearly  as 
practicable  that  the  districts  should  contain  the  number  of 
people  constituting  the  ratio,  to  be  in  convenient  form,  of  con- 
tiguous territory,  and  to  remain  immutable  until  the  next 

APPORTIONMENT   OF  REPRESENTATION.   All   this  WOUld   be   proper 

and  right,  and  therefore  would  be  sustained  by  the  people." 
Here  Sir,  is  a  Whig  commentary  upon  a  Whig  law;  and  if  that 
be  not  valid  authority  with  those  gentlemen  who  advocate  this 
bill,  then  indeed  will  I  despair  of  convincing  them.  When  the 
philosopher  refuses  to  read  lessons  from  his  own  book,  then 
truly  Sir,  has  all  philosophy  lost  its  force,  and  exists  in  the 
world  to  but  little  purpose.  I  have  called  this  a  Whig  com- 
mentary upon  a  Whig  law;  but  it  is  even  more  than  that.  It 
is  a  faithful,  well  drawn  and  vivid  picture  of  the  many  abuses 
prevalent  in  the  mode  of  electing  members  of  Congress,  and 
which  were  intended  to  be  remedied  by  the  law,  he  then  urged 
Congress  to  adopt;  which  was  adopted,  and  which  is  the  same 
I  have  read  to  the  House.  These  are  reasons  given  at  the  time 
why  the  law  should  be  passed,  and  under  the  influence  of 
which,  it  was  passed.  Mr.  Davis  appealed  to  Congress  to  adopt 
this  law,  because  thereby  the  general  and  double  district  sys- 
tem would  be  abolished,  the  single  district  plan  secured  in  its 
stead,  which  would  remain  "immutable  until  the  next  appor- 
tionment of  representation."  These  were  the  objects  Mr.  Davis 
intended  this  law  to  effect.  He  uttered  them  publicly  upon  the 
floor  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  upon  a  careful  ex- 
amination of  what  was  said  upon  that  occasion,  I  cannot  find 
that  any  of  the  views  expressed  by  him  in  this  particular,  were 
controverted  or  denied.  I  have  a  right  therefore  to  infer,  that 
they  were  acquiesced  in,  and  that  the  framers  of  that  law 
expected  among  other  things  by  its  passage,  to  secure  a  per- 
manency in  the  districts  as  laid  off  after  each  apportionment. 
The  bill  under  consideration,  is  in  direct  violation  of  the  de- 
clared intention  and  design  of  those  who  constructed  the  Act 
of  1842,  and  of  the  Act  itself — "immutability"  is  made  to  give 
way  to  mutability  of  a  most  dangerous  character,  and  the  old 
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and  much  deprecated  abuse  of  "altering  a  district,  to  transfer 
it  to  the  opposite  party  of  the  one  which  then  had  the  repre- 
sentative from  it,"  is  again  introduced  in  its  most  fearful  shape. 
Which  being  done,  I  would  acknowledge  myself  indebted  to  the 
man,  who  will  lay  his  hand  upon  a  single  desirable  object 
achieved  by  the  Act  of  Congress  of  1842,  or  in  fact,  any  object 
at  all,  completely  and  perfectly  accomplished  by  it,  whether 
desirable  or  otherwise. 

The  gentleman  from  Hertford  (Mr.  Rayner,)  Mr.  Speaker, 
has  had  recourse  to  a  very  convenient  species  of  argument  in 
advocating  this  bill — a  reasoning  by  way  of  analogy.  He  has 
stated  a  historical  fact  relating  to  the  appointment  of  Electors 
for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
stated  it  correctly;  but  he  has  reasoned  most  strangely  from 
that  fact.  He  said  that  formerly,  all  the  States  appointed  Elec- 
tors of  President  and  Vice  President  by  districts,  similar  to 
the  mode  of  electing  members  of  Congress,  until  recently,  when 
for  various  reasons,  all  of  them  except  one  has  adopted  the 
general  ticket  system  of  appointing  these  Electors.  From  this 
he  argues,  that  if  the  States  have  the  power  to  change  at 
pleasure  the  mode  of  electing  Electors,  so  also  have  they  the 
right  to  change  at  will  the  mode  of  electing  members  of  Con- 
gress, at  least  so  far  as  a  change  of  the  districts  is  concerned. 

This  by  no  means  follows  as  a  consequence,  since  there  is 
not  the  slightest  analogy  between  the  two  cases.  They  depend 
upon  different  and  entirely  dissimilar  portions  of  the  Consti- 
tution. The  first  section  of  the  second  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  gives  to  the  States  the  power  of 
appointing  Electors,  in  these  words :  "Each  State  shall  appoint, 
in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  thereof  may  direct,  a  num- 
ber of  Electors  equal  to  the  whole  number  of  Senators  and 
representatives,,,  &c.  Here  the  States  have  the  complete  and  full 
control  over  the  manner  of  appointing  Electors.  In  the  case 
of  members  of  Congress,  however,  as  I  have  shown,  "the  Con- 
gress may  at  any  time  make,  or  alter  such  regulations"  as  the 
States  have  made,  and,  as  I  contend,  by  the  Act  of  1842  did 
alter  such  regulations  of  the  manner  as  then  existed.  The  House 
can  very  readily  see  then,  how  it  is  that  the  States  may  at  any 
time  alter  the  manner  of  choosing  Electors,  and  may  yet  be 
prohibited  from  altering  the  manner  of  choosing  members 
of  Congress. 
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There  is  yet  another  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Hert- 
ford (Mr.  Rayner)  upon  this  branch  of  the  subject,  to  which 
I  would  invite  the  attention  of  the  House.  He  has  informed 
us  that  the  State  of  Alabama  upon  one  or  two  occasions,  changed 
her  districts  and  mode  of  election  at  times  intermediate  be- 
tween the  decennial  apportionment,  and  from  this  example, 
urges  that  North  Carolina,  by  her  present  Legislature,  has  a 
right  to  change  her  Congressional  districts.  In  the  first  place, 
this  is  not  a  legitimate  argument,  for  possibly  Alabama  may 
have  done  wrong;  and  even  though  she  did  not,  yet  this  action 
on  her  part  was  taken  anterior  to  the  passing  of  the  Act  of 
Congress  alluded  to.  This  Act,  as  I  contend,  affects  very  ma- 
terially the  power  of  the  States  over  this  subject;  and  the  con- 
duct of  a  State,  previous  to  its  adoption,  cannot  properly  be 
cited  as  a  precedent  to  govern  other  States  subsequently  thereto. 

As  I  have  before  stated,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration proposes  to  effect  a  radical  change  to  a  settled  policy 
of  the  State.  Sir,  by  the  wise  regulations  of  our  government, 
before  a  fundamental  law  of  the  land  can  be  changed  or  abol- 
ished, and  another  substituted  in  its  stead,  such  change  must 
be  submitted  to  the  people  and  receive  their  sanction.  This 
being  the  character  and  spirit  of  our  government,  it  does  oc- 
cur to  me,  to  be  but  reasonable,  when  a  long  established  custom 
of  the  State  is  proposed  to  be  changed,  that  the  people  should 
at  least  have  some  notice  of  such  change.  And  more  particu- 
larly when  it  is  convenient  for  notice  to  be  extended  to  the 
public  at  large.  Has  this  been  done,  Sir,  in  the  present  in- 
stance? 'Tis  now  but  little  more  than  three  months  since  this 
proposition  to  re-district  the  State  had  its  birth.  And  how 
was  it  brought  into  the  world?  Did  it  come  as  a  prayer  or 
petition,  from  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  North  Caro- 
lina? No  sir,  not  at  all!  The  natural  order  of  things  on  the 
other  hand  has  been  reversed,  and  this  project  was  sent  down 
from  the  seat  of  government  and  of  political  power,  to  the 
subordinate  politicians  of  the  State,  in  the  shape  of  a  mandate 
from  the  throne  to  the  subject.  But  the  gentleman  from  Hert- 
ford, (Mr.  Rayner,)  declaims  "that  this  body  is  bound  to  pass 
this  measure — that  we  are  appealed  to  by  the  voice  of  eighteen 
thousand  freemen,  who  were  disfranchised  by  the  Act  of  As- 
sembly of  1843,  to  cut  loose  the  shackles  of  their  slavery,  and 
permit  them  to  go  forward  with  the   rest   of  their   country- 
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men  in  the  great  march  of  improvement  and  prosperity."  Ah! 
indeed  Mr.  Speaker;  from  whence  comes  that  voice,  and  who 
hears  it  besides  the  gentleman  from  Hertford?  Is  there  a  single 
petition,  with  even  a  solitary  name  to  it,  upon  your  table,  ask- 
ing the  repeal  of  the  law  of  1842?  Not  one,  Sir,  that  I  have 
heard  of.  And  methinks,  Sir,  it  is  but  of  late  that  this  piteous 
voice  of  eighteen  thousand  enslaved  freemen,  has  reached  the 
tender  ears  of  the  political  friends  of  the  gentleman  from 
Hertford.  His  party  held  a  Convention  here,  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  year  1843,  nearly  twelve  months  subsequent  to  the 
passage  of  the  law  alluded  to,  where  the  grievances  of  the 
people,  whether  real  or  fancied,  were  set  forth — and  more 
particularly  when  they  could  with  a  show  of  plausibility  be 
attributed  to  the  Democratic  party — where  remedies  of  every 
kind  were  laid  down  and  announced  as  a  part  of  the  policy 
of  the  Whig  party.  Yet  the  aforesaid  "voice"  of  eighteen  thou- 
sand freemen  did  not  reach  the  ears  of  that  Convention  so 
guardful  of  the  people's  rights  and  liberties  in  every  other 
respect.  Again  in  1845,  a  similar  Convention  of  the  Whig  party 
was  held  in  this  city,  near  three  years  after  the  enactment 
of  this  "law  of  Slavery,"  when  the  various  issues  were  made  up 
to  be  submitted  to  the  people  in  the  late  canvass,  which  brought 
that  party  into  power  here;  yet,  among  all  these  issues,  we  find 
no  proposition  to  re-district  the  State.  The  last  Legislature, 
too,  held  its  session  two  years  subsequent  to  the  passage  of 
that  law;  in  one  branch  of  which  the  gentleman's  (Mr.  Ray- 
ner's)  party  had  a  large  majority,  and  yet  we  see  no  move 
there  to  alter  the  Congressional  districts.  Nay,  not  even  a  pe- 
tition to  alter  them  from  the  people,  or  any  expression  of  dis- 
content upon  their  part  with  them  as  they  existed.  The  truth 
is  Mr.  Speaker,  the  Whig  party  as  a  party,  have  been  silent 
upon  this  scheme  to  re-district  the  State  until  since  the  late 
elections.  Now,  Sir,  I  do  not  charge  them  with  concealing  this 
matter  from  the  people  for  the  purpose  of  seducing  power  from 
them,  and  then  using  it  in  disregard  of  their  wishes.  Nor  do 
I  attribute  to  that  party  a  fear  to  submit  this  as  an  issue  to 
the  people  in  the  late  election,  lest  it  might  interfere  with  cer- 
tain important  political  appointments  they  might  desire  to 
make  in  the  present  Legislature.  But  I  will  adopt  the  more 
charitable  supposition  that  this  proposition  is  an  afterthought; 
that  it  did  not  occur  to  that  party  to  make  it  until  the  elections 
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had  all  been  effected;  and  until  the  Act  of  Assembly  districting 
the  State  as  it  at  present  stands,  had  been  in  force  near  four 
years.  And  what,  Sir,  will  this  supposition  argue?  That  the 
present  system  works  a  great  inconvenience  and  grievance? 
That  eighteen  thousand  freemen  are  actually  disfranchised 
and  enslaved  by  its  operation?  And  is  it  possible  that  the  great 
Whig  party  of  North  Carolina  would  so  long  tolerate  so  mon- 
strous an  oppression  without  suggesting  a  remedy,  and  dis- 
tinctly submitting  a  measure  of  relief  to  the  people  to  receive 
the  authority  of  their  sanction?  And,  more  than  this;  have 
the  times  become  so  degenerate  that  eighteen  thousand  of  the 
free  citizens  of  North  Carolina  can  be  disfranchised  and  en- 
slaved by  the  tyranny  of  their  own  representatives,  and  yet 
they  not  have  the  spirit  to  speak  out  their  wrongs,  or  offer  a 
single  petition  to  those  in  power  to  alleviate  their  burdens? 
No  Sir,  never!  never!  There  is  no  slavery,  no  oppression,  save 
what  may  exist  in  the  imagination  of  the  gentleman  from 
Hertford. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  must  be  permitted  to  insist,  that  the 
people  have  not  only  been  warned  of  this  proposition  to  re- 
district,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  they  hold  the  Whig  party 
pledged — so  far  as  a  party  can  pledge  itself — to  suffer  them 
to  remain  permanent  until  the  next  apportionment.  It  will 
be  recollected  that  pending  the  canvass  of  1842,  the  Whig  jour- 
nals throughout  the  State,  appealed  to  the  people  to  come  out 
to  the  elections  of  that  year  in  their  full  strength,  and,  urged 
as  a  reason,  that  the  State  would  be  laid  off  into  Congressional 
districts,  which  would  remain  unalterable  for  the  ten  years 
to  follow.  Upon  this  assurance,  which  was  in  fact  made  by  both 
political  parties  and  with  this  understanding,  the  people  voted 
and  elected  the  representatives  who  formed  the  districts  as 
they  now  stand.  And  yet,  notwithstanding  all  this,  the  pledge 
so  publicly  made,  is  to  be  violated  without  even  consulting  the 
people  upon  the  subject.  Where  Sir,  I  would  ask,  are  those 
gentlemen  who  two  years  ago  were  so  submissive  to  the  public 
will  as  to  be  unable  to  vote  upon  the  question  of  constructing 
a  State  Prison  without  first  submitting  it  to  the  people:  Do 
I  hear  now  a  voice  coming  from  that  quarter  proposing  to 
submit  the  present  question  too,  so  important  in  all  its  bear- 
ings, to  the  same  tribunal?  No,  no!  there  is  no  such  voice. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Whig  party  have  no  disposition  to  submit 
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this  question  to  the  people  of  North  Carolina,  for  should  they 
do  so,  I  think  I  hazard  nothing  in  saying  that  it  would  receive 
their  disapproval  and  condemnation.  One  thing  is  very  certain, 
that  the  Democratic  party  in  mass  are  opposed  to  it,  and  a 
very  considerable  fraction  of  the  cool,  thinking  and  reflecting 
men  of  the  Whig  party,  including  two  of  their  public  journals. 
What  Sir,  are  the  overwhelming  reasons,  so  suddenly  sprung 
up,  that  demand  the  passage  of  this  bill  without  even  notifying 
the  people  of  the  fact?  In  the  first  place,  it  is  said,  that  the 
Governor28  in  his  Message  has  recommended  the  passage  of 
such  a  bill.  And,  I  must  be  permitted  to  remark  here,  that, 
it  is  a  little  singular  his  Excellency  never  thought  proper  to 
make  the  same  suggestion  to  the  people  while  canvassing  the 
State  for  a  re-election  to  the  office  of  Governor.  He  spoke  of 
almost  every  thing  else  connected  with  politics  and  matters 
of  public  concernment;  he  said  all  that  could  well  be  said  detri- 
mental to  the  Democratic  party,  its  measures  and  policy;  and 
pictured  in  gaudy  colors  the  great  principles  of  the  Whig  party, 
their  various  schemes  to  advance  the  public  good,  and  their 
numberless  plans  to  counteract  the  measures  of  their  opponents ; 
but  this  is  one  scheme  of  which  he  did  not  speak.  And  with 
all  due  respect  to  his  Excellency,  I  must  be  permitted  to  remark 
that  it  is  a  little  strange;  and  my  surprise  is  by  no  means 
diminished,  when  I  reffect  how  many  more  votes  his  Excellency 
might  have  obtained  had  he  announced  then,  what  he  does  now, 
that  he  favours  a  scheme  which  in  its  effect,  will  "cut  loose 
the  fetters  that  enslave  eighteen  thousand  of  the  freemen  of 
North  Carolina/'  But  Sir,  what  reason  does  the  Governor  give 
us  for  the  recommendation  he  has  made?  Here  it  is,  upon  the 
29th  page  of  his  Message — "that  a  majority  of  the  people  should 
be  allowed  to  elect  their  own  Representatives."  To  say  the 
least  of  it,  this  is  a  very  safe  reason.  No  man  in  this  country 
will  ever  subject  himself  to  the  pains  and  penalties  of  treason 
for  giving  this  as  a  reason  for  anything.  Now,  Sir,  in  the  Con- 
stitutional sense  of  this  phrase,  no  man  will  more  cordially 
agree  with  his  Excellency  than  myself.  That  a  majority  of  the 
people  in  each  Congressional  district  should  be  allowed  to  elect 


28William  A.  Graham  (1804-1875),  graduate  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  1824;  admitted  to  the  bar,  1825;  member  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons from  Orange  County,  1836-1840;  member  of  the  U.S.  Senate,  1840- 
1843;  Governor,  1845-1849;  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  1850-1853;  member 
of  the  State  Senate,  1854,  1862,  1865.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress, 
965. 
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their  own  Representatives,  I  will  most  cheerfully  admit.  And 
such  Sir,  is  the  case,  under  the  present  law,  as  every  one  must 
agree.  This  cannot  be  the  kind  of  majority  then  his  Excellency 
alludes  to;  but,  if  the  passage  of  his  Message  quoted  by  me, 
means  anything  at  all,  it  must  mean  that,  whenever  the  politi- 
cal parties  in  the  State  change  their  relative  strength,  the 
Congressional  districts  should  also  be  changed  so  as  to  meet 
with  the  views  of  the  majority  of  the  day;  and,  in  his  own 
language,  to  "allow  a  majority  of  the  people  to  elect  their  own 
Representatives."  This  Sir,  is  the  fair  scope  of  his  argument; 
and  what,  pray,  will  be  its  effects?  So  variable  are  the  political 
parties  of  this  country,  that  almost  every  Legislature  would 
be  called  upon  to  alter  the  Congressional  districts;  and  so 
soon  as  a  Representative  had  learned  the  interests  and  wishes 
of  his  constituents,  he  would  be  taken  from  them;  and  so  soon 
as  those  constituents  by  their  associations  as  a  community  or 
a  miniature  government,  had  learned  to  consult  each  others 
advantage,  they  would  be  separated  and  torn  apart  by  this 
irresistable  power  of  never-ceasing  change. 

It  would  then  well  become  the  citizen  when  he  arises  from 
his  bed  in  the  morning  to  go  forth  and  inquire,  "what  are  the 
laws  of  my  country  to-day."  This  condition  of  things  would 
be  well  nigh  as  deplorable  as  that  we  read  of  in  history,  when 
a  Roman  Emperor  had  the  laws  of  the  State  tacked  so  high 
upon  the  posts  about  the  city  that  the  populace  could  not 
elevate  themselves  sufficiently  to  read  them. 

The  gentleman  from  Hertford  urged  it  prominently  as  a 
reason  for  passing  this  bill,  that  the  Democratic  party  in  the 
Legislature  of  1842  Gerrymandered  the  State,  as  he  was  pleased 
to  term  it.  Even  had  they  done  as  the  gentleman  alleges,  still 
it  would  confer  upon  this  Legislature  no  authority  to  adopt 
the  present  measure.  But  I  differ  with  the  gentleman  as  to 
the  facts.  And  it  will  be  well  recollected  that  the  greatest  com- 
plaint made  against  the  existing  law  soon  after  and  at  the 
time  of  its  passage,  was  as  to  the  shape  of  the  9th  district.  By 
reference  to  the  details  of  the  bill  before  the  House,  I  find 
that  district  remains  unaltered.  Now  the  gentleman  contends 
that  his  bill — the  one  under  consideration — is  as  perfect  as 
the  "ingenuity  of  man  can  make  it."  Surely,  then,  he  will  not 
object  to  the  existing  law  in  that  particular,  as  it  does  not 
differ  from  the   one   proposed.   Again,   the   existing   law   was 
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objected  to,  because  the  fourth  district  extended  along  the 
Virginia  line  for  near  300  miles;  and,  by  reference  to  the  bill 
proposed,  I  find  that  it  forms  a  new  district  on  the  South  Caro- 
lina line  from  Lincoln  to  Moore  counties  inclusive, — almost 
precisely  of  the  same  length  with  the  one  objected  to,  and,  if 
there  is  any  difference  in  this  respect,  the  new  district  is  the 
longer  of  the  two.  It  combines  two  counties  as  totally  different 
in  their  interests  as  they  could  be,  were  they  located  in  differ- 
ent States.  It  does  not  lie  in  the  power  then  of  the  gentleman 
from  Hertford  to  object  to  the  present  law,  on  account  of  the 
territorial  shape  of  the  districts.  But  Sir,  I  am  not  disposed 
to  review  too  rigidly  the  provisions  of  this  or  any  other  bill 
districting  the  State,  so  far  as  the  shape  of  the  districts  is  con- 
cerned; for  I  am  sensible  of  the  truth  of  the  gentleman's  re- 
mark, that  it  is  with  great  difficulty  any  district  can  be  formed 
without  containing  some  counties  of  different  interests.  I  would 
next  compare  the  existing  law  with  the  one  proposed,  in  their 
political  aspect.  According  the  gentleman's  own  statement,  there 
are  about  eighty  thousand  voters  in  North  Carolina — the  whole 
State  being  entitled  to  nine  members,  would  entitle  every  8,900 
voters  to  one  Representative.  The  Whig  party,  as  he  contends 
— though  I  differ  with  him  in  this — have  7,000  majority.  Even 
this  would  not  entitle  that  party  to  one  member  more  than  the 
Democratic  party.  In  the  Legislature  of  1842,  the  Democratic 
party  having  a  majority  of  more  than  20  members,  so  dis- 
tricted the  State  as  to  give  themselves  five  Representatives, 
and  the  Whigs  four.  Now  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Whig 
majority  in  the  State  was  not  large  enough  to  entitle  them  to 
one  more  member  than  the  Democrats,  and  of  the  large  Dem- 
ocratic majority  in  the  Legislature,  I  cannot  conceive  that  an 
unfair  political  division  which  gave  to  the  Democratic  party 
five  Representatives  and  the  Whig  party  four.  But  Sir,  what 
is  proposed  by  the  present  bill?  To  give  the  Whigs  six,  and  the 
Democrats  three  Representatives,  in  Congress.  This  Sir,  will 
not  bear  the  test  of  the  gentleman's  own  calculations;  for  three 
members  will  only  give  a  representation  to  26,700  Democrats 
in  the  State;  whereas  six  members  will  give  a  representation 
to  53,400  Whigs,  when  it  is  well  ascertained  that  there  are  not 
more  than  42,000  Whigs,  and  fully  38,000  Democrats  in  the 
State.  This  bill  would  then,  according  to  the  gentleman's  figures, 
allow  a  majority  in  the  State  to  the  Whigs  of  17,800,  when, 
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he  says  himself,  that  there  are  not  more  than  7,000.  The  effect 
of  this  bill,  therefore,  will  be  to  disfranchise  10,800  Democrats. 
But,  the  gentleman  from  Hertford,  relieves  himself  from  this 
delimma,  by  asserting  that  the  Democrats  in  this  body  are 
estopped  from  saying  that  the  9th  is  a  Whig  district,  because 
it  is  represented  by  Mr.  Biggs,29  and  by  voting  for  him  to  fill 
the  office  of  United  States  Senator,  we  endorsed  him  to  an 
extent  that  will  prevent  our  saying  that  he  has  been  represent- 
ing a  minority  of  the  people  of  his  district,  instead  of  a  major- 
ity. It  is  true  we  have  endorsed  him  as  a  man  of  public  virtue 
and  worthy  of  public  trust.  I  know  not  what  motives  actuated 
his  constituents  in  electing  him  to  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives;  whether  it  was  his  own  personal  popularity  and 
great  private  worth,  or  the  unpopularity  of  his  opponent,  or 
a  combination  of  both  causes.  It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  know, 
that  he  was  elected  according  to  the  forms  of  the  Constitution, 
without  fraud  or  corruption,  to  enable  me  to  justify  him  in 
taking  his  seat.  If  the  gentleman's  rule  be  a  good  one,  then 
indeed,  will  it  operate  severely  upon  some  of  the  first  men  of 
the  country  and  many  of  his  own  political  friends.  Mr.  Pres- 
ton30 of  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Henderson31  of  Mississippi,  Mr. 
Evans32  of  Maine,  Mr.  Woodbridge33  of  Michigan,  and  Mr. 
Haywood34  of  North  Carolina,  all  at  one  time  represented  a 
minority  of  the  people  of  their  respective  States  in  the  United 
States  Senate.  But,  if  the  gentleman's  argument  be  true,  then 
he  and  his  political  friends  are  completely  estopped  from  say- 
ing that  North  Carolina  was  a  Whig  State  in  1842-'3,  when 
the  present  Congressional  districts  were  laid  off;  for  the  very 

29Asa  Biggs  (1811-1878),  lawyer;  member  of  the  House  of  Commons 
from  Martin  County,  1840,  1842;  member  of  the  State  Senate,  1844,  1854; 
member  of  the  U.S.  Congress,  1845-1847;  member  of  the  U.S.  Senate,  1855- 
1858;  Judge  of  the  U.S.  District  Court,  1858-1861;  Judge  of  the  Con- 
federate States  Court,  1861-1865.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  553. 

30William  C.  Preston  (1794-1860),  lawyer;  member  of  the  U.S.  Senate 
from  South  Carolina,  1833-1842;  President  of  South  Carolina  College, 
1845-1851.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1,481. 

"John  Henderson  (1795-1866),  lawyer;  member  of  the  U.S.  Senate  from 
Mississippi,  1839-1845.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1,039. 

82George  Evans  (1797-1867),  lawyer;  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress 
from  Maine,  1829-1841;  member  of  the  U.S.  Senate,  1841-1847.  Biographi- 
cal Directory  of  Congress,  868. 

'"William  Woodbridge  (1780-1861),  lawyer;  delegate  to  the  U.S.  Con- 
gress from  Michigan,  1819-1820;  Governor  of  Michigan,  1840-1841;  mem- 
ber of  the  U.S.  Senate,  1841-1847.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress, 
1,845. 

34William  H.  Haywood,  Jr. 
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same  Legislature  elected  Mr.  Haywood,  the  late  Senator,  to 
fill  that  station  and  he  accepted  the  office  under  that  appoint- 
ment. And,  if  I  mistake  not,  the  gentleman's  political  friends, 
if  not  himself,  have  recently  endorsed  the  late  Senator  of  North 
Carolina,  to  very  nearly  the  same  extent  that  I  and  my  political 
friends  have  endorsed  Mr.  Biggs,  as  a  man  of  public  and  pri- 
vate virtue.  Now,  Sir,  how  can  the  gentleman's  political  friends 
say  that  North  Carolina  was  a  Whig  State  in  1842,  for  in  so 
doing  they  admit  that  the  late  Senator  represented  a  minority 
of  the  people  of  North  Carolina  in  the  United  States  Senate? 
But,  Sir,  I  relieve  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Rayner,)  from  the  con- 
sequences of  his  own  argument.  The  truth  is,  North  Carolina 
was  a  Whig  State  in  1842-,3,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Haywood  represented  it  in  the  Senate,  and  equally  true 
is  it,  that  the  9th  is  a  Whig  district,  although  represented 
by  Mr.  Biggs. 

The  proposed  bill,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  gives  to  the  Whigs 
six  and  the  Democrats  three  members  of  Congress.  If  the 
present  law  Gerrymanders  the  State,  then  I  would  ask  in  the 
name  of  justice  what  will  be  the  effect  of  the  one  proposed? 
I  place  the  two  side  by  side — let  them  go  forth  and  abide  the 
judgment  of  an  impartial  public. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  grand  object  and  intent  of  this  bill  is  to 
defeat,  if  possible,  the  great  measures  and  policy  of  the  present 
Administration,  and  for  that  reason,  I  had  intended,  before 
resuming  my  seat,  to  say  something  in  their  defence.  Time  will 
not  permit  me  however  to  do  so,  and  I  do  not  know  that  there 
is  any  very  urgent  necessity  why  I  should.  The  country  at  large 
feels  and  appreciates  the  immense  benefits  and  blessings  con- 
ferred by  the  tariff  policy  of  President  Polk.35  The  public  can 
now  solve  the  problem  once  so  puzzling,  how  it  is  that  the  Con- 
stitutional Treasury  may  exist  and  be  in  operation,  and,  yet 
the  currency  in  a  sounder  condition  than  ever  known.  But  sir, 
I  will  refrain  from  speaking  of  the  unexampled  prosperity 
and  happiness  of  the  American  people — it  is  a  fact  that  needs 
no  comment,  but  one  that  all  feel  and  must  acknowledge  to  be 
true. 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  was  a  time  when  our  political  opponents 
took  great  pleasure  in  appropriating  to  themselves  the  name 
of  the  "law  and  order  party"  and  designating  the  Democrats 


BJames  K.  Polk. 
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as  destructives,  agrarians,  &c.  &c.  I  will  connect  the  instance 
now  witnessed  with  the  one  of  but  recent  occurrence  in  the 
State  of  New  York.  And  to  this  add  the  fierce  attack  of  the 
Whig  party  upon  the  veto  power  of  the  Constitution  in  1842 
— yes  even  that  instrument,  that  is  cemented  Article  to  Article 
and  Section  to  Section,  by  the  very  best  blood  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, did  not  escape  the  grappling  hand  of  destruction.  And  if 
this  be  not  revolution,  then  France  was  a  quiet  country  fifty 
years  ago,  and  Robespiere  a  martyr  upon  the  altars  of  that 
country. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  has  appealed  to  those  who  hold 
in  their  hands  the  fate  of  this  measure,  and  urged  them  to  sustain 
it.  I  address  myself  to  no  particular  party.  I  would  appeal  to 
those  who  hold  in  their  hands  the  fate  of  their  country,  and 
warn  them  to  consider  well  this  movement.  The  present  system 
may   in   the   minds   of   many   work    an    inconvenience.    But — 

Better  to  bear  the  ills  we  have 

Than  fly  to  others  that  we  know  not  of. 

The  effect  of  this  measure  will  by  no  means  be  temporary — it  will 
be  confined  to  no  place  or  time.  It  will  stand  when  the  actors 
of  this  day  have  passed  away. 

It  will  be  quoted  for  a  precedent, 

And  many  as  evil  by  the  same  example 

Will  rush  into  the  State. 

The  gentleman  has  said  that  'tis  better  to  reform  the  evil 
by  legislation,  here  than  to  leave  it  the  work  of  the  sword.  Sir, 
I  see  no  symptoms  of  such  desperate  resort  among  my  country- 
men; but  I  would  to  God  I  could  banish  from  my  mind  the 
dark  scenes  of  bloodshed,  intestine  strife  and  civil  war,  that 
may  follow  a  single  infraction  of  the  Constitution  and  funda- 
mental laws  of  the  land!  When  we  depart  from  these,  there 
is  no  safety,  no  protection — we  are  launched  upon  a  sea  of 
the  darkest  uncertainties  that  man  has  ever  yet  in  his  rash- 
ness braved.  The  gentleman  exults  in  the  growing  strength  of 
his  party  that  is  destined  to  elect  the  hero  of  Chippewa36  chief 
ruler  of  the  people.  This  may  be  true.  I  have  no  desire  to  dis- 


36Winfield  Scott  (1786-1866),  soldier;  presidential  nominee;  pacificator; 
Lieutenant  General  and  head  of  the  Army,  retired,  1861.  Allen  Johnson, 
Dumas  Malone,  and  others  (eds.),  Dictionary  of  American  Biography 
(New  York:  Charles  Scribner's  sons,  22  volumes  and  index,  1928-1958), 
XVI,  505-511,  hereinafter  cited  as  Dictionary  of  American  Biography. 
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turb  his  pleasant  anticipations  on  this  score.  But  one  thing 
is  certain,  that  the  accumulated  strength  of  no  party  can  ever 
erase  a  blow  upon  the  structure  of  this  government — the  ele- 
vation of  no  single  man  to  the  Presidency  will  be  a  balm  for 
a  wound  once  inflicted  upon  the  Constitution  of  the  Country. 

Ricards  &  Hoffman37  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Baltimore  January  7  1847. 

Your  favor  of  30th  September  came  duly  to  hand,  on  which 
you  say  judgment  in  our  favor  against  James  Allen  &  Securi- 
ties38 had  been  obtained,  that  execution  was  then  in  hands  of 
the  sheriff,  and  the  money  would  be  made  in  a  few  months. 
Several  months  have  now  elapsed.  If  it  has  not  yet  been  made 
by  the  sheriff,  what  is  the  reason  when  all  the  parties  have 
property,  we  supposed  it  would  take  but  a  few  weeks  to  make 
money  or  executions. 

As  money  is  now  very  scarce  here,  if  you  have  not  yet  made 
it,  perhaps  you  could  send  it  out  of  your  own  funds  if  you 
could  you  would  oblige,  as  we  are  much  in  want  of  it,  and  as 
we  have  already  waited  a  very  long  time.  Remit  in  a  check 
on  N  York,  Philad  or  this  place  to  our  order. 

Will  you  oblige  us  by  the  names  of  the  unquestionably  good 
firms  in  your  own  and  neighboring  towns,  in  order  that  we 
may  send  them  one  of  the  annexed  circulars.  We  are  trying 
hard  to  stop  the  N.  Carolina  trade  in  a  southern  market  and 
we  keep  perhaps  the  largest  stock  in  this  city  and  one  of  the 
largest  in  the  U  States. 

Asa  Biggs  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Ho;  of:  Reps. 
Feb.  3.  1847 

I  did  not  receive  your  favor  of  17th  ult.  until  last  night  and 
I  now  hasten  to  reply. 

The  bill  to  create  ten  additional  Regiments  in  the  Regular 
Army  was  returned  to  this  house  from  the  Senate  the  day 


37Ricards  &  Hoffman,  255  Market  Street,  Baltimore.  Dealers  in  "Domestic 
and   Foreign   Dry  Goods."  Information  from  the  firm's  letterhead. 
88Unable  to  identify. 
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before  yesterday  with  various  amendments  which  are  now  un- 
dergoing discussion  in  Committee.  In  consequence  of  many 
applications  I  have  ascertained  that  the  rule  the  President39 
has  laid  down  for  his  government  in  the  formation  of  the 
Regiments  is  to  appoint  the  officers  of  companies  fully  organized 
and  first  tendered,  so  as  to  conform  as  nearly  as  possible  to 
a  volunteer  force.  I  learn  that  in  consequence  of  this  intimation 
companies  are  now  organizing  in  different  parts  of  the  Country. 
So  you  will  see  the  great  difficulty  if  not  impossibility  of  pro- 
curing a  commission  unless  a  company  is  organized  and  ten- 
dered in  time. 

I  appreciate  your  situation  and  I  must  be  permitted  to  express 
my  feelings  of  strong  indignation  at  the  course  of  the  Gov- 
ernor40 and  the  Whig  party  of  the  Legislature  in  regard  to 
the  War  and  the  appointment  of  field  officers. 

Thomas  L.  Jones4"1  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Washington.  D.  C. 
Feb.y  22nd   1847. 

You  must  think  me  a  most  negligent  person,  as  I  promised 
to  write  to  you  shortly  after  my  arrival  in  Washington. 

The  appointment  of  Brigadier  Genl.  of  the  Volunteer  has 
not  yet  been  made,  but  it  is  thought  that  Gov.  Butler42  will 
get  it.  I  have  mentioned  you  under  the  most  favorable  circum- 
stances, as  you  deserve,  to  our  Senator  Judge  Butler43  and  to 
Genl  Thompson,44  both  of  whom  have  written  to  Gov  Butler 
upon  the  subject  and  desired  him  in  case  he  gets  the  appoint- 
ment, to  give  you  a  position  in  his  staff. 


39James  K.  Polk. 

40William  A.  Graham. 

"Thomas  L.  Jones  (1819-1887),  native  of  White  Oak,  Rutherford  County, 
graduate  of  Princeton  and  Harvard;  admitted  to  the  bar  in  South  Caro- 
lina, 1846;  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress  from  Kentucky,  1867-1871  and 
1875-1877.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1,140. 

42Pierce  M.  Butler  (1798-1847).  Governor  of  South  Carolina,  1836-1838; 
agent  to  the  Cherokees,  1838-1846.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Mexican  War 
he  was  called  to  be  colonel  of  the  Palmetto  Regiment.  Killed  at  Churubusco. 
Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  III,  365. 

48 Andrew  P.  Butler  (1796-1857),  Judge  of  the  South  Carolina  Court 
of  Common  Pleas,  1835-1846;  member  of  the  U.S.  Senate,  1846-1857.  Bio- 
graphical  Directory  of  Congress,  638. 

44Waddy  Thompson,  Jr.  (1798-1868),  Brigadier  General  of  the  South 
Carolina  Militia,  1832;  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress  from  South  Carolina, 
1835-1841;  Minister  to  Mexico,  1842-1844.  Biographical  Directory  of  Con- 
gress,  1,710. 
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I  have  only  time  in  conclusion  to  express  the  hearty  wish 
that  you  may  have  a  position  worthy  of  you,  and  that  you 
may  return  to  your  friends  &  home  with  your  brow  encircled 
with  a  wreath  of  unfading  glory. 

John  A.  Bradshaw*5  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Pennsylvania  College  March  22./47. 
Dear  Uncle. 

I  hope  the  circumstances,  will  be  a  sufficient  apology  for  the 
draw  I  am  about  to  make  on  your  kindness. 

Some  time  in  Feb'y-  last,  I  had  an  attac  of  inflamation 
of  the  lungs  which,  altho*  seemingly  cured  for  the  time,  has 
made  quite  a  hold  upon  my  breast  Since,  and  I  am  now  suffer- 
ing the  effects.  My  Physician  tells  me,  unless  I  spend  my  next 
winter  in  a  very  warm  climate,  it  may  possibly  terminate  in 
a  consumption.  But  in  my  present  pecuniary  circumstances  it 
is  impossible  to  do  this:  and  the  plan  I  have  fallen  upon  to 
carry  out  the  design  is  this;  Provided,  you  don't  think  it  too 
much  trouble;  to  get  you  to  procure  me  a  situation  in  some 
West  India  family,  Something  like  Private  Tutor;  through  the 
influence  of  some  of  your  public  or  commercial  friends.  I  pre- 
fer going  to  Cuba,  as  I  might  then  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the 
Spanish  language.  I  will  graduate  Sept  next,  and  could  lieve 
here  for  my  destination,  the  first  of  Oct,  via  Pittsburg  and 
New  Orleans.  I  can  get  some  good  recommendations  from  the 
Faculty.  I  submit  these  things  to  your  indulgent  consideration. 
A  speedy  answer  to  the  above,  will  much  ablige  your  obt  an 
affectonate  nephew. 

P.S.  Anderson46  is  going  on  bravely  with  his  studies,  and 
is  growing  bodily  as  well  as  mentally,  remarkably  fast.  Sends 
his  love. 


^John  Anderson  Bradshaw  (1826-1910),  born  Rowan  County;  graduate 
of  Pennsylvania  College,  later  known  as  Gettysburg  College,  1847;  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar,  1851;  planter,  Davidson  County,  1853-1861;  Colonel 
Fifty-Sixth  Regiment,  North  Carolina  Infantry.  Stover  and  Beachem, 
Alumni  Record  of  Gettysburg  College,  19-20. 

"Anderson  Ellis. 
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Isham  W.  Garrott*7  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Marion  Perry  Co.  Ala.  April.  7.  1847. 


How  flourishes  the  law  with  you?  I  received  a  letter  yester- 
day from  our  old  college  mate  C.  H.  Wiley48  now  of  Oxford 
in  the  old  North  &  he  gives  a  most  woeful  account  of  the  Pros- 
pects of  the  Profession  in  your  state.  From  the  tenor  of  his 
letter,  I  infer  that  he  is  completely  disgusted  with  law  &  poli- 
tics; &  what  do  you  think  he  purposes  to  do?  Why  turn  author 
&  write  Novels.  This  in  course  is  entre  nous.  He  says  that  he 
has  already  prepared  one  &  that  when  revised  &  corrected  it 
will  be  ready  for  the  Press.  If  this  takes,  he  thenseforth  bids 
farewell  to  the  green  bag.  Poor  fellow — is  he  cracked?  I  most 
sincerely  hope  that  he  will  succeed  to  the  full  extent  of  his 
brightest  anticipations  but  I  think  the  enterprise  of  doubtful 
issue.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  hear  from  you  as  early  &  as  often 
as  consists  with  your  convenience. 

F.  William  Walls**  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Mt.  Mourn  NC 
June  7  1847. 

As  nessessity  compells  me  to  ask  a  favour  of  you  I  truly 
hope  you  will  grant  it. 

I  Having  made  applications  to  enter  the  Navy  have  had 
some  encouragement  given   unto  me  by  some  of  my  friends 


47Isham  W.  Garrott  (1816-1863),  native  of  Wake  County,  North  Caro- 
lina; graduated  from  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  1840.  He  and 
Ellis  were  at  the  University  at  the  same  time  and  both  roomed  in  West 
Building.  He  removed  to  Alabama  after  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and 
was  in  1861  sent  from  that  State  to  North  Carolina  as  a  commissioner 
to  urge  secession  upon  the  General  Assembly  of  North  Carolina.  Rose  to 
the  rank  of  Brigadier  General  in  the  Confederate  Army  and  was  killed 
at  Vicksburg.  J.  G.  de  Roulhac  Hamilton  (ed.)  The  Papers  of  Thomas 
Ruffin  (Raleigh:  North  Carolina  Historical  Commission  [State  Depart- 
ment of  Archives  and  History],  4  volumes,  1918-1920),  III,  107,  here- 
inafter cited  as  Hamilton,  Ruffin  Papers. 

48Calvin  H.  Wiley  (1819-1877),  lawyer;  author;  elected  first  Superin- 
tendent of  Common  Schools  in  1852;  Presbyterian  minister,  1866.  Remem- 
bered as  the  "father  of  the  public  school  system  of  North  Carolina." 
Greensboro  Daily  News,  November  5,  1922. 

49F.  William  Walls,  private  in  the  First  Company  of  Volunteers  of 
Salisbury,  June  1,  1846.  Carolina  Watchman,  March  12,  1847. 
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who  say  If  I  can  get  Recommendations  from  some  few  men 
of  Standing  I  can  get  the  first  vacancy  in  the  Navy  as  Mid- 
shipman. You  would  do  me  a  very  Great  favour  by  giveing 
me  some  recommendation  &  getting  some  other  genttlemen 
to  sign  others  If  you  will  Get  Chas  Fisher  Jr50  &  Sr51  also 
Mr  N  Boyden52  P53  &  A  M  Henderson54  &  Co  to  sign  Rec- 
omendations  I  will  be  ever  gratiful  to  you  for  your  favour 
conferred  on  me  by  so  doing. 

You  know  my  situation  prety  well  &  I  need  not  say  to  any 
thing  to  induce  you  to  be  favourable. 

You  know  what  sort  of  Reccomendation  it  will  be  nessessary 
for  me  to  have  &  you  can  write  them  for  me  &  send  them  as 
soon  as  possibly  you  can  get  them. 

Give  my  respts  to  all  enquiring  friends  &  Receive  the  same 
yours  from  your  friend 

James  L.  Cowan  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Dayton  Ala.  July  1st.  1847. 

Yours  requesting  me  to  send  Phil55  to  you  was  duly  reed  & 
I  now  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  complied  with  your 
request.  When  I  received  your  letter  Mr  Pinkney  Stowe  of 
Gaston  formerly  Lincoln  County  was  about  to  leave  for  home 
&  I  got  him  to  take  charge  of  Phil  &  he  will  take  him  as  far 
as  his  house  I  gave  him  twenty  dollars  he  will  buy  a  horse 
for  Phil  to  ride  It  would  never  have  done  to  start  Phil  on  foot 
alone,  as  I  have  no  idea  he  could  ever  have  reached  home.  I 


"'Charles  F.  Fisher  (1816-1861),  son  of  Charles  Fisher,  Sr.;  member 
of  the  State  Senate  from  Rowan  County,  1854;  President  of  the  North 
Carolina  Railroad,  1855-1861;  Colonel,  Sixth  Regiment,  North  Carolina 
Infantry.  Rumple,  History  of  Rowan  County,  323-324. 

"Charles  Fisher,  Sr.  (1789-1849),  member  of  the  State  Senate  from 
Rowan  County,  1818;  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress,  1819-1821  and  1839- 
1841;  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  1821-1836.  Biographical  Direc- 
tory of  Congress,  889. 

B2Nathaniel  Boyden  (1796-1873),  born  in  Massachusetts,  moved  to  North 
Carolina,  1822;  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Surry  County, 
1838  and  1840;  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress,  1847-1849  and  1868-1869; 
Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  North  Carolina,  1872-1873. 
Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  583. 

53Dr.  Pleasant  Henderson  (1802-1851),  graduate  of  the  University  of 
North  Carolina,  1821.  ".  .  .  was  for  a  long  time  the  most  popular  physician 
in  Western  North  Carolina."  Rumple,  History  of  Rowan  County,  304-305. 

"Dr.  Alexander  M.  Henderson  (1807-1868),  practiced  medicine  in  Salis- 
bury, North  Carolina,  for  a  number  of  years  before  moving  to  Alabama. 
Rumple,  History  of  Rowan  County,  305. 

"Probably  a  slave  owned  and  hired  out  by  Ellis. 
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have  said  to  Mr  Stowe  if  there  is  not  money  sufficient  to  pay- 
all  the  charges  for  taking  Phil  home  you  would  pay  whatever 
additional  expenses  he  might  be  at  when  he  reaches  home  he 
will  write  to  you.  You  can  write  to  him  at  Stowesville  Gaston 
Co.  NC,  &  give  him  instructions  what  to  do  with  Phil  which 
will  reach  him  by  the  time  he  reaches  home.  I  think  you  had 
better  get  a  litter  wagon  &  try  &  send  for  him.  Stowe  lives 
about  twenty  miles  from  Beatteyford  any  person  you  may 
send  for  him  can  get  directions  at  Mr  Alfred  Bentons.  Write 
to  me  when  you  hear  from  Mr.  Stowe. 

John  H.  Wheeler™  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Washington  City 
8th  July  '47. 

In  accordance  with  my  promise  I  write  to  you  as  regards 
matters  and  things  here;  although  from  an  accident  on  the 
Rail  Road  at  the  junction  I  was  severely  injured  so  that  my 
letter  will  not  be  as  full  and  as  satisfactory  as  it  otherwise 
would  be. 

I  have  however  circulated  pretty  freely  among  our  delega- 
tion and  friends  and  find  that  the  only  course  for  you  to  per- 
sue  is  to  raise  a  company  and  offer  them  to  the  President,  and 
you  will  then  receive  a  Commission ;  as  to  one  of  the  first  officers 
there  are  a  thousand  applicants  to  each  appointment. 

I  shall  see  the  President  on  tomorrow,  and  I  will  write  to 
you  again  and  under  all  circumstances  be  assured  of  the  friend- 
ship of  yours  sincerely. 

Archibald  Henderson^1  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Salisbury  NC  July  24th  1847. 
I  was  much  disappointed  on  hearing  yesterday  that  it  was 


"John  H.  Wheeler  (1802-1882),  admitted  to  the  bar,  1827;  member  of 
the  House  of  Commons  from  Hertford  County,  1827-1830,  and  from  Lincoln 
County,  1852;  Superintendent  of  the  Branch  Mint  of  the  United  States 
at  Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  1837-1841;  State  Treasurer,  1824-1844; 
Minister  to  Nicaragua,  1853-1857;  author.  Ashe,  Biographical  History, 
VII,  472-278. 

"Archibald  Henderson  II  (1811-1880),  from  Salisbury;  educated  at 
Yale  and  the  University  of  Virginia;  planter  and  member  of  the  North 
Carolina  Council  of  State,  1851-1852.  "A  man  of  exceptional  political 
acumen  and  insight,  he  wielded  great  influence  in  the  party  councils  of 
his  day."  Rumple,  History  of  Rowan  County,  301-302. 
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your  intention  not  to  return  home  this  week  Now  is  the  time 
for  action  if  any  thing  is  to  be  done  toward  canvassing  this 
district  by  a  democrat  and  I  firmly  believe  that  there  is  a  good 
chance  of  electing  yourself  if  you  will  consent  to  run  You 
need  have  no  fears  as  to  receiving  the  party  vote  I  saw 
A  Shuford58  the  sheriff  of  Catawba  on  Thursday  and  he 
assures  me  that  you  will  receive  every  democratick  vote  in 
his  county  if  you  announce  yourself  a  candidate  He  says 
that  the  democrats  there  are  not  pledged  to  Bogle,59  but  are 
extremely  anxious  to  have  out  a  candidate  of  their  own  but 
they  will  vote  for  Bogle  if  no  one  runs  He  says  also  that  the 
party  in  Ashe  are  anxious  for  a  candidate  and  from  the  little 
I  know  of  the  sterling  democracy  of  Surry  I  think  that  I  can 
pledge  myself,  that  they  will  rally  to  a  man  to  your  support 
"Faint  heart  never  won  fair  Lady"  is  an  adage  the  truth  of 
which  I  suppose  you  will  not  deny:  but  its  applicability  is  not 
confined  to  love  affairs,  it  is  eaqually  true  in  politicks  and  an 
opportunity  may  be  let  slip  for  the  want  of  heart  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  it  that  may  never  again  occur  If  you  conclude  to 
run  leave  Charlotte  at  once  come  home  and  put  the  ball  in  mo- 
tion It  is  too  late  to  send  forward  and  get  the  sanction  of  the 
party  nor  is  it  necessary;  the  county  which  you  feared  most 
you  have  the  strongest  assurance  will  support  you  and  there 
is,  there  can  be  no  doubt  about  the  balance  of  the  district 

James  L.  Cowan60  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

St.  Louis  Mo.  25  July  1847 

I  suppose  an  opology  is  due  in  the  outset  for  not  having  writ- 
ten sooner.  Your  kind  letter  came  to  hand  some  ten  days  ago, 
would  have  answered  it  sooner,  and  even  written  you  previous 
to  my  receiving  it,  but  for  reason  which  I  need  not  mention. 
I  am  rejoiced  to  find  you  are  still  anxious  to  come  to  this  place, 
which  I  think  is  the  very  place  for  you.  I  have  been  making  an 


58Andrew  H.  Shuford  (1810-1880),  Sheriff  of  Catawba  County,  1843-1848; 
member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Lincoln  County,  1848.  Charles 
J.  Preslar,  Jr.,  A  History  of  Catawba  County  (Salisbury:  Rowan  Printing 
Company,  1954),  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  686. 

69Joseph  M.  Bogle,  Sr. 

""James  L.  Cowan,  owner  of  the  Rowan  Hotel,  formally  the  Slaughter's 
Tavern,  in  Salisbury,  sold  it  to  Colonel  Horace  L.  Robards  of  Oxford  on 
March  11,  1847;  his  reason  for  doing  this  was  the  wish  to  "remove  from 
this  place."  Carolina  Watchman,  March  12,  1847. 
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effort  to  make  the  arrangement  you  desired  with  some  of  the 
Presses  here,  but  have  done  nothing  definite  as  yet.  Such  an 
arrangement  is  hard  to  effect,  without  the  person  being  here 
himself.  They  all  say  there  is  no  doubt  you  can  succeed  (with 
the  recommendations  I  assured  them  you  could  come  with)  pro- 
vided you  were  here.  So  far  I  am  capable  of  Judging,  and  advis- 
ing, would  urge  you  to  come  immediately.  Bring  Documents  (ie) 
Letters  from  the  right  sort  of  men  of  both  Parties,  and  I  have 
no  hisitation  in  saying  you  can  flourish,  every  thing  here  with 
a  stranger  depends  upon  his  recommendations,  and  references, 
in  your  case  you  could  have  them  endorsed  by  some  very  prom- 
inent men  in  the  city,  which  is  a  double  advantage.  My  impres- 
sion is  you  could  very  soon  do  well  at  the  Bar  there  is  every 
advantage  here  to  bring  a  man  of  your  turn  and  genius  into 
notice,  large  meetings  of  some  sort  every  few  days  and  always 
an  oppertunity  for  speechifying,  which  I  understand  brings  a 
public  man  into  notice  very  soon.  You  can  live  here  for  very 
little  more  than  it  costs  you  in  Salisbury,  on  taking  every  thing 
into  consideration,  I  doubt  not  but  that  you  can  live  quite  as 
cheap.  It  will  cost  you  about  Sixty  Dollars  to  come  here,  two  or 
three  hundred  Dollars,  after  you  get  here  will  support  you  for 
one  year.  The  Editors  here  generally  employ  several  in  there 
offices,  some  two  reporters,  which  they  generally  pay  about 
five  Hundred  Dollars,  generally  one  or  two  assistant  Editors  or 
writers,  at  salarys  from  Eight  hundred  to  a  thousand  Dollars. 
There  are  Eleven  Papers,  printed  here,  some  two  or  three  of 
which  are  German,  probably  one  French,  one  Native  American, 
but  one  Democratic  office,  the  Union  it  however  issues  some  four 
different  papers — ballance  Whig — except  two  which  are  neutral 
in  regard  to  Politics.  The  vote  here  I  understand  is  about  as 
follows  viz.  Democrats,  about  from  24  to  2700,  Native  Americans 
about  1400,  Whigs  about  900.  They  have  a  number  more  courts 
here  than  in  Carolina,  always  some  court  in  session,  very  often 
two,  about  one  Hundred  lawyers  attend  the  Bar  here,  which 
with  their  Judges,  dos  not  surpass  or  scarcely  equal  the  Bar  at 
Salisbury,  there  is  very  little  talent  here  compared  with  the 
importance  of  the  place. 

This  place  now  numbers  in  population  considerably  over  fifty 
thousand,  the  increase  is  about  six  thousand  pr  annum,  number 
of  buildings  annually  erected  about  two  thousand  some  of  which 
are  splendid  edifices,  — climate  rather  changeable,  diseases, 
principally  chills  &  fever,  Bilious  Fever,  some  conjestive, — 
Diorhea  in  the  winter  among  children.  Our  river  but  seldom 
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close  at  all,  when  it  does,  lasts  4  to  six  weeks. — The  number 
of  steam  Packets,  running  above  the  city,  on  the  Miss  Missouri, 
&  Illinois  rivers  are  from  seventy  to  80.  Those  running  below,  in 
the  New  Orleans  &  Ohio  river  trade,  about  the  same,  say  80 
independent  of  the  flat  bottom  Boats  both  above  and  below,  & 
rafts,  which  are  almost  innumerable.  We  had  quite  a  show 
yesterday  launching  two  steamers,  built  here,  one  which  is  the 
largest  ever  built  West  of  the  Aleghanies.  This  is  a  great  city, 
and  the  Country  round  about  it,  Farmers  all  make  Fortunes, 
common  croping  is  100  bus  corn  pr  acre  60  bus  wheat,  500  bus 
onions  500  bus  potatoes,  oats  and  other  articles  in  proportion. 
Our  church  bells  are  beginning  to  call  for  sinners,  which  reminds 
me  of  the  number  of  churches,  about  thirty,  some  very  splendid, 
Catholics  rather  most  numerous,  though  all  denomination  get  a 
pretty  good  share  of  patronage. 

I  have  finally  gone  into  business  in  a  small  way  in  order  to 
make  an  experiment  we  put  a  thousand  Dollars,  into  Dry  Goods 
&  Shirt  trade,  and  I  think  we  will  be  able  to  sell  from  ten  to 
fourteen  thousands  dollars  worth  of  goods  at  that  amt.  buy 
for  cash  principally  at  a  [discount]  I  shall  lay  out  about  a 
thousand  Dollars  [for]  wood,  I  can  buy  now  for  three  to  three 
and  half  dollars  pr  cord,  in  the  winter  it  sell  from  s[ix]  to 
eight  Dollars  pr  cord. 

All  I  ask  here  is  health  and  ordinary  degree  of  Luck,  to  make 
money.  My  plan  upon  the  whole  I  think  best,  not  to  overeach 
myself,  and  keep  out  of  debt,  my  expenses  are  very  small  after 
paying  rent,  I  pay  ($416)  as  rent  for  the  store  and  dwelling 
House,  our  dwelling  is  quite  comfortable,  being  immediately 
above  the  store,  on  the  corner  of  Franklin  Avenue  &  fifth  Street, 
where  you  may  be  met  with  a  warm  an  hearty  reception,  when 
you  arrive  in  this  place  I  wrote  to  Bob  Long61  a  few  days  ago 
urging  him  to  come.  I  think  you  had  better  get  ready  immediately 
and  come  out  together  This  is  the  Dull  Season  here,  Fall  trade  will 
commence  in  Septem.  (usually  four  months  dull  in  the  year) 
viz  July,  Augt,  Dec.  &  Jany.  With  the  exception  of  those  months 
business  is  done  up  here  in  a  hurry,  and  during  the  last  Spring 
season  by  many  to  much  profit.  Several  houses  here  have  made 
large  fortunes  this  year  trading  in  produce.  I  rec'd.  two  letters 
from  Tom  Vail,62  since  our  arrival  here  he  is  yet  in  Mexico,  time 

61Robert  W.  Long,  Second  Lieutenant  in  the  First  Company  of  Volunteers 
of  Salisbury,  June  1,  1846.  Carolina  Watchman,  March  12,  1847. 

62Thomas  L.  Vail,  from  Wayne  County,  First  Lieutenant,  Company  H, 
Ninth  Regiment,  North  Carolina  Cavalry.  Moore,  Roster  of  North  Caro- 
lina Troops,  I,  331. 
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expires  first  next  month,  after  which  we  expect  him  here.  Says 
he  has  seen  the  Elephant,  done  some  hard  fighting  and  is  per- 
fectly satisfied.  Speaks  of  Capt  Caldwell 63  &  company  as  being  a 
fine  looking  set  of  fellows.  Our  city  is  crowed  all  the  while  with 
soldiers,  departing  for  the  seat  of  War  and  others  returning  to 
their  homes,  in  this  Country  they  never  make  the  Second  Tour. 

I  presume  you  must  have  quite  an  amusing  campaign,  tell 
Dr.  Vogler64  I  wish  him  great  success  and  that  when  he  gets  to 
congress  not  to  forget  his  old  friends  in  the  distribution  of 
public  Documents. 

We  have  had  several  acquaintances  with  us  during  the  past 
three  weeks,  first  Burt  Krider,65  Bob  Crawford,66  and  lastly 
the  illustrious  duellist  Mr.  A.  C.  Lindsey,  67  who  after  partaking 
of  the  hospitalities  of  my  house  for  several  days  swindled  me 
out  of  the  pittiful  sum  of  five  Dollars,  Borrowed  to  return  next 
morning,  as  his  funds  were  N.  Carolina,  and  he  intended  getting 
it  exchanged  for  Mo  funds  the  next  day.  I  dont  regard  the  five 
dollars  would  freely  have  given  it  to  an  old  acquaintance  who 
was  flat  broke — but  for  the  damd  raskal,  to  act  in  such  a  way 
after  my  treating  him  with  all  the  kindness  I  was  able,  is  too 
bad.  Instead  of  his  returning  the  amt.,  left  without  calling  to 
bid  farewell — took  a  boat  and  went  up  the  river  I  understand.  I 
wrote  to  his  Father  at  Jamestown,  informing  him  of  his  conduct, 
and  pointing  out  a  way  by  which  he  might  save  both  the  feeling 
of  himself,  son  and  others  connected  (which  [was]  to  remit  me 
the  five  Dollars)  If  he  does  not  I  shall  publish  the  damd  swindler 
and  connect  other  similar  transactions  which  he  has  had  with 
certain  members  of  Congress  since  he  departed  on  his  fighting 


63Green  W.  Caldwell,  (1806-1864),  graduate  of  the  medical  department 
of  the  University  of  Pennsylania,  1831;  lawyer;  member  of  the  House 
of  Commons  from  Mecklenburg  County,  1836-1841;  member  of  the  U.S. 
Congress,  1841-1843 ;  Captain  of  the  Third  Regiment  of  the  U.S.  Dragoons 
in  the  War  with  Mexico;  member  of  the  State  Senate,  1849;  resumed 
the  practice  of  medicine.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  648. 

64John  U.  Vogler,  watch  and  clockmaker  in  Salisbury;  as  the  Locofoco 
candidate  ran  for  the  U.S.  Congress  in  the  Second  District  which  in- 
cluded the  counties  of  Ashe,  Wilkes,  Surry,  Catawba,  Davie,  Iredell,  and 
Rowan.  Nathaniel  Boyden,  the  Whig  candidate,  received  3,882  votes; 
Joseph  M.  Bogle,  Sr.,  the  Democratic  candidate  received  3,025  votes,  and 
Vogler  received  606.  Carolina  Watchman,  June  18,  1847,  and  August, 
19,  1847. 

65Probably  J.  P.  Krider,  who  sold  his  household  and  kitchen  furniture 
in  Rowan  County  on  February  23,  1847,  because  he  was  going  west. 
Carolina  Watchman,  January  22,  1847. 

66Robert  R.  Crawford,  from  Rowan  County,  Captain,  Company  D,  Forty- 
Second  Regiment,  North  Carolina  Infantry.  Moore,  Roster  of  North  Caro- 
lina Troops,  III,  179. 

67Unable  to  identify. 
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expedition  and  circulate  extensively  in  his  old  range.  I  under- 
stand Ruf  Barringer68  called  on  his  passage  up  the  river  but 
for  fear  of  getting  lost  in  this  extensive  village,  passed  on  with- 
out even  his  Mama's69  knowing  he  was  out.  Well  I  shall  close 
forthwith  and  let  me  [know]  who  is  elected  &  all  the  news. 
Remember  me  to  every  one  who  may  inquire  for  me,  let  me 
know  when  to  look  for  you. 

Philo  White10  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Racine  [Wisconsin],  27th  Sept.,  1847. 

Too  long  a  period  has  elapsed  since  either  of  us  has  written 
to  the  other;  and  I  am  at  a  loss  to  determine  who  is  the  debtor 
in  the  correspondence.  I  have  been  very  much  absorbed  during 
the  summer, — a  portion  of  the  time  absent  from  home,  but 
mostly  I  have  been  laboriously  engaged  on  my  Farm.  But  withal, 
I  have  got  my  fingers  into  politics  again:  In  common  with  a 
large  portion  of  our  people,  I  deem  it  absolutely  requisite  Wis- 
consin should  immediately  assume  the  dignity  of  State  Govern- 
ment, and  took  a  very  active  part  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of 
the  lately  formed  Constitution  of  State  Government.  I  deplore  its 
rejection ;  and  have  taken  a  stand,  that  has  resulted  in  my  elec- 
tion to  the  upper  House  (Council)  of  the  Wisconsin  Legislature, 
— my  main  desire  and  object  being  the  hastening  of  our  admis- 
sion into  the  Union, — in  season,  if  possible  to  vote  for  the  next 
President. 


e8Rufus  Barringer  (1821-1895),  graduate  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  1842;  member  of  the  House  of  Common  from  Cabarrus  County, 
1848;  member  of  the  State  Senate,  1850;  rose  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier 
General  in  the  Confederate  Army.  Ezra  J.  Warner,  Generals  In  Gray 
(Baton  Rouge:  Louisiana  State  University  Press,  1959),  17,  hereinafter 
cited  as  Warner,  Generals  In  Gray. 

€9Elizabeth  Brandon,  daughter  of  Matthew  Brandon  of  Rowan  County, 
married  General  Paul  Barringer  on  February  21,  1805.  Ashe,  Biographical 
History,  I,  95-100. 

70Philo  White  (1796-1883),  born  Whitestown,  New  York;  editor  of  the 
Western  Carolinian  (Salisbury,  North  Carolina),  1820-1830;  founded 
The  North  Carolina  Standard  at  Raleigh,  1834,  and  was  editor  until 
1836,  at  which  time  he  removed  to  Wisconsin;  United  States  Consul  to 
the  Hanseatic  Republic  of  Hamburg,  1849;  Charge  d'affaires  to  the 
Republic  of  Ecuador,  1853,  raised  to  the  grade  of  minister  resident  1855, 
where  he  remained  till  1858;  his  daughter  Mary,  born  1824,  married  John 
W.  Ellis,  August  25,  1844;  she  died  October  19,  1844.  John  G.  Gregory, 
"Early  Wisconsin  Editors,  Philo  White,"  The  Wisconsin  Magazine  of 
History,  VIII  (December,  1924),  170-180. 
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Mrs.  White71  and  myself  have  been  free  from  sickness  during 
the  summer,  and  are  quite  well  now.  This  Territory  is  advancing 
with  great  strides,  in  population  and  improvements; — and  al- 
ready has  a  population  of  some  200,000  souls, — a  greater 
number  than  either  of  six  States, — say  Texas,  or  Florida,  or 
Arkansas,  or  Iowa,  or  Delaware,  or  Rhode  Island!  Our  Town 
of  Racine,  is  a  busy  commercial  mart; — streets  full  of  wagons, 
bringing  in  wheat,  etc.  and  taking  in  return  goods,  lumber,  etc. 
etc.  to  the  interior;  two  or  three  Steam  Boats  and  propellers 
arrive  and  depart  daily,  with  sail  vessals  constantly  arriving 
and  departing  and  they  are  thus  employed  during  the  whole  of 
the  navigation  season,  8  or  9  months  in  the  year,  carrying  to 
market  the  rick  productions  of  our  soil,  and  bringing  in  foreign 
fabrics,  etc.  etc.  There  is  spice  and  novelty  in  life  in  this  new 
country, — whereas  it  is  irksome  and  monotonous  in  the  old 
Settlements. 

I  wish  it  would  suit  you  to  try  your  fortune  in  Wisconsin! 
Or  it  would  be  highly  gratifying  to  my  wife  and  myself,  if 
you  could  only  visit  us  here.  At  all  events,  we  are  very  anxious 
to  hear  from  you,  and  hope  you  will  write  us  soon.  Should  it 
continue  our  destiny  to  be  separated  in  our  residence,  we  trust 
we  shall  ever  remain  near  and  dear  to  each  other  in  affectionate 
regards.  We  frequently  hear  from  our  relatives  and  friends  in 
Carolina — Rowan,  Raleigh,  etc. ;  and  it  is  melancholy  to  reflect, 
what  sad  inroads  death  and  removals  are  making  in  the  circle 
of  those  most  dear  to  us :  The  very  thought  induces  feelings  of 
desolation; — and  a  visit  to  our  old  home,  I  am  afraid,  would 
prove  painfully  saddening  to  us,  after  the  excitement  of  meeting 
our  old  friends  and  associates  should  have  passed  away. 

Trusting  that  you  and  your  Mother72  are  enjoying  good  health, 
we  must  beg  to  [be]  remembered  to  her,  to  Mr.  McDonald's73 
family,  Mrs.  G.  N.  Pearson  u  and  family,  and  all  your  relatives, 
— and  to  all  inquiring  friends. 


"Nancy  R.  White  (1802-1877),  daughter  of  William  Hampton,  married 
Philo  White  May  9,  1822,  at  Salisbury.  In  Memoriam:  Mrs.  Nancy  R. 
White  (n.p.,  n.d.),  6-7. 

"Judith  Bailey  Ellis. 

"Probably  Thales  McDonald. 

"Elizabeth  Ellis  Pearson. 
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Thomas  M.  Oliver™  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Raleigh  Oct  13th  1847 

By  the  stage  of  today  I  send  you  a  box  containing  your 
clothes  black  dress  coat  cassimere  pantaloons  &  satin  vest  also 
black  silk  gloves.  The  coat  is  not  intended  to  button  the  vest  is  a 
new  style  &  will  not  only  become  your  person  but  I  think  you  will 
like  it  Should  your  pants  be  any  larger  or  smaller  across  the 
feet  than  you  like  them  they  will  have  to  be  made  to  conform  to 
your  boots,  that  Gould76  can  do,  those  sent  are  precisely  the 
size  of  the  boots  you  had  on  when  I  measured  you  last  it  is  a 
matter  very  easy  remidied  however.  Trusting  that  your  clothes 
may  reach  you  safely. 

P  S 

Say  to  Maj.  Lord,77  Dr.  Whitehead78  and  Locke79  that  I  will 

send  their  clothes  next  week. 

Franklin  A.  Hoke80  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNCe 

Lincolnton  Oct  24  1847 

Yours  of  21st  inst  is  at  hand  and  from  your  description  of 
your  boy  I  have  no  doubt  he  will  be  a  good  Servant  in  a  hotel 
and  your  engagement  with  Mr  Shaver81  will  Suit  me  very  well 
as  I  reed  a  letter  from  Charleston  Since  I  wrote  to  Mr  Boger82 
that  my  house  there  would  not  be  ready  for  Some  time  yet.  Mr 


75Thomas  M.  Oliver,  partner  in  the  firm  of  "Oliver  &  Procter,  Drapers 
&  Tailors,  Fayetteville  Street,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina."  North  Carolina 
Standard,  January  31,  1849. 

76George  L.  Gould,  tailor  in  Salisbury,  coming  to  that  place  in  1847 
from  Raleigh  where  he  had  been  employed  by  Thomas  M.  Oliver  of 
Oliver  &  Proctor.  Carolina  Watchman,  May  21,  1847. 

"John  B.  Lord,  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Rowan  County, 
1842-1844.  Connor  Manual,  1913,  793. 

78Marcellus  Whitehead,  practiced  medicine  in  Salisbury  for  many  years. 
James  S.  Brawley,  The  Rowan  Story,  1753-1953,  A  Narrative  History  of 
Rowan  County,  North  Carolina  (Salisbury:  Rowan  Printing  Company, 
1953),  174,  hereinafter  cited  as  Brawley,  The  Rowan  Story. 

79Probably  John  Locke,  resident  of  Salisbury;  delegate  to  the  Railroad 
Convention  from  Rowan  County  meeting  in  Charlotte,  April  27,  1847, 
"for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  Charleston  and  Camden  Railroad  towards 
the  rich  vallies  of  the  Yadkin  and  Catawba  Rivers."  Carolina  Watchman, 
April  2,  1847. 

80Franklin  A.  Hoke,  bookbinder;  Superior  Court  Clerk,  1841-1843; 
prominent  in  politics  of  Lincoln  County.  William  L.  Sherrill,  Annals  of 
Lincoln  County  North  Carolina  (Charlotte:  The  Observer  Printing  House, 
Inc.,  1937),  136,  137,  147. 

81Probably  John  I.  Shaver. 

82Probably  Joseph  M.  Bogle. 
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Henry  the  owner  of  the  house  has  torn  it  all  to  peices  and  build- 
ing it  anew — and  now  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  done  much 
before  the  1st  of  January  So  I  have  abandoned  the  Idea  of 
leaving  here  this  week  with  my  family — but  will  leave  here 
with  a  young  man  I  have  engaged  and  go  down  and  See  how 
things  are  getting  on  and  get  my  hands  to  put  up  my  furniture 
and  have  the  house  fully  prepared  before  I  take  my  family.  I 
will  take  your  boy  at  $150.  per  year  if  you  Send  him  down 
when  I  am  ready  for  him — of  which  I  will  advise  you  in  due 
time.  I  Shall  expect  him  at  the  time  I  need  him.  I  will  be  back 
here  from  Charleston  in  3  or  4  weeks  from  now  &  will  then 
write  you  again. 

Thomas  Bragg83  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Jackson  Nov.  13th  1847. 

I  rec.d  yours  of  the  29th  Octo,  last  week,  but  was  so  much 
engaged  at  our  Supr.  Co.  as  to  be  unable  to  reply  to  it  immed- 
iately. 

I  take  much  pleasure  in  giving  you  a  letter  to  my  brother 
John,84  which  you  will  find  in  the  same  envelope  with  this. 

As  to  public  matters,  it  is  difficult  to  say  what  a  day  or  an 
hour  will  bring  forth.  Both  parties  are  surrounded  with  diffi- 
culties, threatening  their  very  existence,  and  it  will  depend 
in  a  great  degree  upon  the  course  which  they  shape  for  them- 
selves in  the  next  congress,  whether  the  old  party  ties  are 
maintained.  The  Slavery  question,  connected  with  the  acquisi- 
tion of  Territory,  is  likely,  I  think,  to  upturn  both  parties.  You 
see  the  result  in  N.  York,  so  far  as  our  party  is  concerned.  No 
doubt  the  difficulty  there,  began  with  the  Bait.  Convention 
when  Mr.  V.  B.85  was  thrown  overboard.  But  some  of  his  leading 
friends  have  seized  upon  the  Wilmot  proviso  as  a  pretext, 
knowing  the  power  it  will  give  them — at  least  to  do  mischief. 
Mr.  Polk86  has  acted  wisely  as  to  these  men — in  N.Y.  they  all 


83Thomas  Bragg  (1810-1872),  admitted  to  the  bar,  1833;  member  of  the 
House  of  Commons  from  Northampton  County,  1842;  Governor,  1855-1859; 
member  of  the  U.S.  Senate,  1859-1861;  Attorney  General  of  the  Con- 
federate  States,   1861-1862.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,   588. 

84John  Bragg  (1808-1878),  born  near  Warrenton;  graduate  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  North  Carolina,  1824;  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from 
Warren  County,  1830-1834;  moved  to  Alabama,  1836;  member  of  the 
U.S.  Congress,   1851-1853.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,   588. 

85Martin  Van  Buren  (1782-1862),  President  of  the  United  States,  1837- 
1841.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1,744. 

86James  K.  Polk. 
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go  for  plunder — yet  he  has  confined  his  patronage  to  the  Hun- 
kers87— the  others  Complain,  and  even  say  he  sacrificed  Silas 
Wright,88  who  gave  him  the  vote  of  N.  York  &  made  him  Presi- 
dent. A  little  patronage,  and  perhaps  thus  showing  Confidence 
in  those  men,  who  very  likely  have  saved  the  breach  which  now, 
unfortunately,  will  not  be  so  easily  healed.  The  Whigs  may  be 
a  little  better  off — tho'  they  are  by  no  means  united  upon  the 
Wilmot  proviso,  the  war,  territory  or  no  territory.  A  large 
portion,  to  avoid  other  difficulties,  would  gladly  take  not  a  foot 
of  Mexican  Soil.  But  they  cannot  sustain  themselves  upon  such 
an  issue — they  have  felt  their  way,  and  evidently  doubt  the 
safety  of  such  a  course.  They  are  divided  too  about  their  Can- 
didate. Some  for  Genl.  Taylor,89  while  a  large  majority  of  the 
old  party  are  going  for  Mr.  Clay90  or  some  other  Whig  of  that 
school.  It  seems  to  me  that  things  are  working  very  well  for 
Genl.  Taylor.  The  position  of  somewhat  non  committalism,  is, 
at  present,  a  strong  one.  With  the  masses,  he  will  have  a  power 
and  free  hand  to  resist  if  he  is  brought  forward  by  an  active 
set  of  friends.  The  very  difficulties  which  beset  and  embarrass 
the  other  parties  will  operate  to  his  advantage,  as  many,  with- 
out regard  to  party,  will  look  to  him  to  extricate  us.  Should 
the  election  go  to  the  House,  as  it  likely  will,  if  three  candidates 
run,  his  election,  I  think,  will  be  pretty  sure,  as  neither  of  the 
other  parties  will  have  a  majority,  so  many  States  being  divided. 
As  to  his  opinions — I  have  from  private  sources  that  he  looks  on 
the  Bank  as  an  "obsolete  idea" — he  is  moderate  on  the  Tariff — 
probably  would  not  interfere  with  the  present  one,  should  it 
afford  revenue  enough,  and  is  in  favor  of  carrying  out  the 
Missouri  Compromise.  He  would  be  loth  to  veto  any  bill  passed 
by  Congress  which  he  deemed  constitutional.  We  must  see  how 
matters  turn  up  before  taking  our  ground.  We  might  possibly 
go  further  &  do  worse.  But  as  Richie91  says,  "nous  renous" 
I  had  but  little  to  do,  though  on  the  Central  Com.  in  bringing 


"Hunkers  was  the  nickname  for  member  of  the  conservative  section 
of  the  Democratic  Party  in  New  York,  1845-1848. 

88Silas  Wright,  Jr.  (1795-1847),  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress  from 
New  York,  1827-1829;  member  of  the  U.S.  Senate,  1833-1844;  Governor 
of  New  York,   1844-1846.   Biographical  Directory   of  Congress,   1,853. 

89Zachary  Taylor  (1784-1850),  President  of  the  United  States,  1849-1850. 
Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  349-353. 

90Henry  Clay  (1777-1852),  member  of  the  U.S.  Senate,  1806-1807,  1810- 
1811,  1831-1842,  1849-1852;  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress,  1811-1814, 
1815-1821,  1823-1825;  Secretary  of  State,  1825-1829.  Biographical  Direc- 
tory of  Congress,  703-704. 

"Probably  David  Ritchie,  (1812-1867),  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress 
from  Pennsylvania,  1853-1859.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1,522. 
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the  "talented  young  Senator"92  in  the  field.  I  voted  in  the  first 
instance  for  Leak,  tho'  not  satisfied  with  him.  After  Shepard93 
got  the  nomination,  Leak  wrote  to  me  and  I  advised  him  to  with- 
draw, saying  I  could  not  support  him  under  the  circumstances. 
And  the  Second  time,  for  harmony  and  as  Shepard  was  in  the 
field,  voted  by  proxy  for  him.  I  never  had  the  slightest  hope 
of  his  election.  The  truth  is,  we  should  have  suffered  the  Govs, 
election  to  go  by  default  &  made  all  our  efforts  for  the  Legis- 
lature. And  my  own  opinion  is,  that,  we  should  do  this  next  time, 
unless  we  can  get  a  strong  man— one  who  stands  some  chance 
— other  wise,  it  only  seems  to  rally  our  opponents — with  proper 
efforts  &  proper  men  we  can  carry  the  next  Leg.  I  should  like 
to  hear  from  you  again.  When  you  see  Avery,94  present  my 
respects  &  say  the  same  to  him. 

Franklin  A.  Hoke  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Lincolnton  N.C.  Nov  26,  1847 

Yours  of  the  21st  inst  came  duly  to  hand  the  very  next  day 
after  I  returned  from  Charleston.  You  say  you  will  let  me 
have  your  boy  Morris95  at  $12.50  cts  per  month — me  to  clothe 
him  and  pay  his  physicians  bill  if  he  should  require  it.  I  will 
take  him  at  the  terms  above  stated — his  time  to  commence  when 
he  arrives  in  Charleston — he  can  go  down  with  me  when  I 
move  without  any  expense  to  you  except  his  rail  road  fare  which 
will  be  $3.25.  I  expect  to  leave  here  about  the  25th  of  Dec  and 
will  take  or  send  a  waggon  with  some  things  and  several  loose 
horses  for  my  omnibus — and  your  boy  with  several  others  I 
will  take — can  go  in  that  way.  I  will  start  the  waggon  &  hands 
and  meet  or  overtake  them  at  or  near  Columbia.  My  house  will 


92Walter  F.  Leak  (1799-1879),  lawyer;  member  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons from  Richmond  County,  1831;  member  of  the  State  Senate,  1832; 
member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention,  1861.  Daniel  Lindsey  Grant 
(ed.),  Alumni  History  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina  (Chapel  Hill: 
Alumni  Association,  Second  Edition,  1924),  357,  hereinafter  cited  as 
Grant,  Alumni  History  of  U.N.C. 

93James  B.  Shepard  (1815-1871),  member  of  the  State  Senate  from 
Wake  County,  1842;  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  1844;  Democratic 
nominee  for  Governor,  1846.  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  831. 

94William  Waightstill  Avery  (1816-1864),  graduate  of  the  University 
of  North  Carolina,  1837;  admitted  to  the  bar,  1839;  member  of  the  House 
of  Commons  from  Burke  County,  1842,  1850-1852;  chairman  of  the  North 
Carolina  delegation  to  the  National  Democratic  Convention  1856  and  1860; 
member  of  the  State  Senate,  1860;  member  of  the  Provisional  Congress 
of   the    Confederacy,    1861-1862.   Ashe,   Biographical  History,   VII,    9-11. 

85Probably  a  slave  owned  and  hired  out  by  Ellis. 
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be  done  by  the  first  of  January  and  I  want  to  leave  here  so  as 
to  be  there  about  that  time.  I  left  a  young  man  there  who 
will  put  up  beds  &  other  furniture  before  I  get  there,  and  if 
the  workman  gets  on  very  well  I  may  leave  here  some  earlier 
than  I  stated  above — when  I  set  a  particular  day  I  will  let  you 
hear  from  me. 

Francis  Richard  Roueche**  to  John  W.  Ellis.        UNC. 

St.  Louis  M.o.  Nov.  29th  1847 

I  nowh  set  down  to  write  you  a  few  lines  respecting  my 
business  I  left  in  your  hands  &  allso  to  give  you  a  description 
of  our  voyage  from  Salisbury  to  this  place.  I  left  several  papers 
with  John  I.  Shaver97  for  wich  I  have  a  memorendum  but  no 
reciept  far  wich  papers  you  will  please  send  me  a  reciept  in 
your  first  letter,  write  to  me  allso  what  you  have  done  with 
anne98  &  her  Grand  Mother99  &  allso  how  you  got  along  with 
Leonard  Hileigh100  at  County  Court  and  how  that  money  wass 
paid  to  John  D.  Brown101  that  wass  to  be  paid  by  Fisher102  & 
allso  how  my  twoo  casses  went  at  Superior  Court  one.  Roueche. 
vs.  wheeler103  &  the  other  Clark,  vs.  Forest  Monroe104  &  how  they 
were  decided,  write  to  me  allso  if  I  did  not  leave  with  you  Rufus 
Barringer's.  Reciepts  wich  I  think  I  did  if  I  have  not  lost  them 
I  left  your  note  with  Governar  Sirus.  W.  West105  &  told  him  to 
be  very  patient  with  you  write  to  me  allso  all  the  news  of  im- 
portance and  when  the  railroad  will  be  in  Salisbury  I  will  now 
give  you  a  sketch  of  all  the  incidents  and  accidents  that  occured 


96Francis  Richard  Roueche  (1814-1861)  came  to  Salisbury,  1838;  he  and 
his  brother,  John,  started  a  general  merchandise  business  in  Salisbury, 
and  were  the  first  to  introduce  sardines  to  that  city,  migrated  to  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  1847,  and  moved  back  to  Salisbury,  1859.  Agnes  Roueche  Harris, 
Grandmother  Dear  or,  One  Who  Held  A  Lighted  Torch  (Salisbury: 
Privately  printed  [1939]  ) ,  10. 

"John  I.  Shaver,  manufacturer;  hotel  owner  (Mansion  House)  ;  planter; 
contractor;  director  of  the  North  Carolina  Railroad,  1850;  elected  mayor 
of  Salisbury,  1867.  Brawley,  The  Rowan  Story,  167,  325. 

98Probably  a  slave. 

"Probably  a  slave. 

100Unable  to  identify. 

101John  D.  Brown,  for  many  years,  a  prominent  merchant  in  Salisbury. 
Brawley,  The  Rowan  Story,  226. 

102Charles  Fisher. 

103Dr.  C.  B.  Wheeler,  who  practiced  medicine  in  Salisbury  for  many 
years.  Carolina  Watchman,  October  14,  1847. 

104John  Clarke  and  Forrest  Monroe. 

105Unable  to  identify. 
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on  our  route  wee  had  twoo  very  cold  nights  to  camp  out  after 
wee  left  Salem  N.  C.  after  wich  wee  had  splendid  weather  untill 
within  one  days  travel  to  Saline  where  wee  took  steam  boat 
for  Cincinati  Ohio  for  wich  I  paid  twenty  dollars  for  my  own 
famely  including  my  twoo  harses  &  twoo  cary  all  distance 
between  4  and  5  hundred  miles  where  wee  arrived  on  Sunday 
the  11th  instant  &  where  wee  immediately  reembarked  on  board 
the  Talisman  for  St.  Louis  for  wich  I  wass  to  pay  31  dollars 
from  Cincinati  for  my  famely  2  hoarsses  &  2  caryalls  distance 
about  8  hundred  miles  wee  left  cincinati  on  Monday  the  15th 
instant  &  travelled  happy  &  all  contented  passing  every  nowh 
&  then  a  city  or  a  town  or  a  beautifull  cottage  one  particularly 
wass  General  Harrissons106  residence  at  north  bend  a  most 
beautifull  place  but  marke  it  I  dind  not  see  any  logg  Cabin  at 
all  wee  saw  his  tomb  wich  is  on  the  very  top  of  a  little  bluff  a 
beautifull  situation  but  no  logg  Cabin  as  in  1840.  well  wee  kept 
sweeming  down  the  ohio  in  fine  Style  as  the  river  was  rising 
very  fast  until  theursday  morning  18th  instant  when  between 

5  and  6  oclock  in  the  morning  wee  were  taking  our  rest  & 
sound  asleep  a  tremendeous  storm  came  up  &  blowed  both  of 
the  boilers  chemneys  clean  over  in  to  the  river  tearing  badly 
part  of  the  upper  deck  &  the  railing  on  the  side  of  the  cabin 
deck  dreadfully  &  wee  were  far  a  few  minutes  placed  in  a 
dangerous  situation  wee  were  then  within  6  miles  of  Caro  where 
thee  ohio  runs  in  to  the  mississipi  wich  wee  made  out  to  reach 
with  much  dificulty  where  wee  remained  12  hours  to  put  on 
somme  old  chemneys  that  wee  accidently  got  there  wee  then  left 
Caro  &  turned  up  the  bigg  mississipi  about  10  oclock  the  same 
night  all  fretting  and  dreading  any  more  accidents  wich  are 
much  more  frequent  up  the  mississipi  than  on  the  ohio  but  trust- 
ing to  God  wee  at  last  som  how  reconciled  ourselves  and  about 
twelve  o.clock  went  to  bed  &,  very  unfortunately  did  wee  do  so 
for  that  morning  then  fryday  19th  instant  about  the  same  time 

6  same  hour  as  the  accident  happened  the  day  before  &  again 
all  the  passengers  asleep  and  about  4  miles  below  Cape  Girardeau 
the  Steam  boat  Tempest  coming  down  the  river  run  right  across 
the  Talisman  wich  wass  our  boat  &  sunk  her  in  less  than  five 
minutes  drowning  about  75  and  a  hundred  poor  souls  &  sixteen 


106William  Henry  Harrison  (1773-1841),  President  of  the  United  States, 
1840-1841.  The  election  of  1840  laid  emphasis  on  emotional  appeal  by 
emphasizing  that  Harrison  was  the  candidate  of  the  people  by  showing 
him  seated  before  a  log  cabin  with  a  barrel  of  cider  at  his  side.  Dictionary 
of  American  Biography,  VIII,  348-350. 
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hoarses  of  wich  my  horse  &  mule  made  the  number  it  happened 
that  our  boat  was  closse  to  the  left  hand  side  of  the  river  where 
there  wass  only  about  20  feet  water  &  the  Tempest  coming 
immidiatly  to  our  assistance  me  &  my  famely  all  got  safe  allso 
Mr  Roberts107  &  famely  safe  &  my  Brother108  &  famely  all  safe 
there  wass  only  4  cabin  passengers  lost  the  ballance  were  negroes 
&  German  emigrants  som  75  or  a  hundred  in  number  Mr. 
Roberts  allso  lost  his  horse  &  the  worst  of  all  for  my  children 
their  little  dog  punch  that  wee  took  from  Salisbury  wass 
drowned.  I  shall  write  to  you  again  you  will  please  write  to  me 
by  return  mail. 

[P.  S.] 

Sir  as  I  coulnd  not  finish  for  want  of  room  in  my  first  sheet 
I  thought  of  giving  you  a  little  more  information  about  som 
of  our  crowd  here  in  St.  Louis.  Dick  Long109  is  here  wass  here 
a  week  before  us  him  &  roberts  have  rented  a  fine  dwelling 
house  &  live  together  Cowan's  wife110  and  sister  &  child  boards 
with  them  Cowan  has  left  this  day  for  Plaquemine  Louisiana 
with  a  partner  by  the  name  of  Hawkins111  to  undertake  sawing 
timber  down  in  that  country  Dick  long  with  them  pretends  to 
be  the  biggest  dogg  in  the  meat  house  &  neither  of  them  Knows 
what  to  do  I  positively  believe  nowh  what  I  never  believed  before 
that  Roberts  &  long  were  or  are  combined  in  the  big  break  at 
Salisbury  long  has  hired  a  free  black  boy  to  wait  on  him. 
Cowan112  is  very  much  displeased  with  this  country  Mrss  Cowan 
will  soon  have  a  young  heir.  I  am  aresting  myself  after  our 
severe  trip,  and  a  watching  all  the  movements  and  will  inform 
you  regularly  of  everything  that  transpires  either  one  way  or 
the  other  I  like  St  Louis  very  well  so  farr  and  I  think  my  pros- 
pects very  faire  with  out  thanks  to  Long  &  company,  it  is  very 
cold  here  all  ready  but  fine  clear  weather,  wee  are  all  well  at 
present  &  I  hope  to  God  that  theese  few  lines  will  find  you  en- 
goying  the  same  blessing  Keep  this  to  yourself. 


10TNoah  Roberts,  jailor  in  Salisbury.  Carolina  Watchman,  February  22, 
1845. 

108John  Roueche. 

109Richard  W.  Long  (7-1869),  student  at  the  University  of  North  Caro- 
lina, 1823-1824;  Sheriff  of  Rowan  County,  1841-1843;  Captain  of  First 
Company  of  Volunteers,  the  North  Carolina  Militia,  Salisbury,  June  1, 
1846,  removed  to  Missouri,  1847,  later  removed  to  Mississippi.  Grant, 
Alumni  History  of  U.  N.  C.,  375.   Carolina  Watchman,  March   12,   1847. 

110Mary  Vail  Cowan. 

mUnable  to  identify. 

112James  L.  Cowan. 


The  Papers  of  John  W.  Ellis  65 

Franklin  A.  Hoke  to  John  W.  Ellis  UNC. 

Lincolnton  Dec  19.  1847 

I  told  you  in  my  last  letter  that  I  would  let  you  hear  from 
me  again  when  I  set  a  day  to  start  for  Charleston  so  that  your 
boy  Morris  could  be  here  at  the  right  time.  If  nothing  happens 
I  shall  start  my  waggon  from  here  on  Monday  the  27th  instant — 
and  Tuesday  or  Wednesday  I  will  follow  with  my  family  so  that 
we  will  all  get  to  Columbia  about  the  same  time.  You  had  betted 
start  Morris  so  that  he  will  be  here  on  Christmas  day  or  the 
next  day. 

Sophia  E.  Pearson  to  John  W.  Ellis  UNC. 

Greensboro  [Alabama]  Dec.  21st  1847 

My  dear  Uncle 

I  received  your  kind  and  most  affectionate  letter  a  flew  min- 
utes ago,  I  was  so  disappointed  when  I  read  the  first  fiew  lines 
that  I  could  scarcely  keep  from  crying,  if  Mr  Marbury113  (that 
is  our  minister)  had  not  been  here;  I  think  I  would  have  gone 
to  my  room  and  taken  a  hearty  cry;  it  is  dreadful  to  think  that 
you  were  so  near  me  and  could  not  come  to  see  me.  But  you 
must  be  shure  and  take  Greensboro  in  your  rout  going  back; 
you  can  come  up  the  Warrior  to  Withers  landing ;  which  is  only 
ten  miles  from  Greensboro;  they  keep  a  hack  there,  and  you 
can  then  get  here  in  two  hours,  the  stage  goes  from  here  to 
Montgomery  every  day,  and  it  only  takes  one  day  and  night, 
to  go  there ;  you  must  be  shure  and  come  to  see  me  if  you  only 
stay  five  minutes;  I  can  never  forgive  you  if  you  pass  by  me 
again:  It  will  do  me  so  much  good  to  see  some  person  from 
the  Old  North  State;  and  my  joy  would  be  inexpresable  if 
you  were  to  come  to  see  me,  one  whom  I  love  more  than  all 
my  uncles  and  aunts,  and  then  you  can  tell  me  all  about  my 
dear  mother,114  and  my  little  brothers  and  sisters.115 


113- 


3J.  S.  Marbury,  Rector  of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church,  Greensboro, 
Alabama,  1845-1850.  William  E.  W.  Yerby,  History  of  Greensboro,  Ala- 
bama, from  its  Earliest  Settlement  (Montgomery,  Alabama:  The  Paragon 
Press,  1908),  102,  hereinafter  cited  as  Yerby,  History  of  Greensboro, 
Alabama. 

"'Elizabeth  Ellis  Pearson. 

11RThe  children  of  Giles  and  Elizabeth  Pearson  were  Sarah  Eliza,  Sophiah 
age  12  in  1850,  Alice  age  10  in  1850,  Charles  age  8  in   1850,  and  John 


66  N.  C.  Department  of  Archives  and  History 

I  have  no  secrets  to  tell  you  now;  but  perhaps  I  will  have 
some  of  these  days.  The  other  day  as  I  was  going  to  school,  an 
old  gentleman  made  me  a  present  of  his  son,  who  is  now,  in 
Philadelphia,  attending  the  medical  lectures,  he  is  very  smart, 
rich  and  very  handsome,  he  does  not  intend  practicing  meadi- 
son,  but  he  wanted  to  study  a  profession,  in  case  he  should 
some  day,  have  to  exert  himself  for  a  support.  Dont  you  think 
he  is  a  very  provident  young  gentleman?  he  attended  a  course 
of  lecture  in  New  Orleans  last  winter,  he  spent  a  fiew  weeks 
at  home  in  the  Spring,  and  then  went  on  to  the  north,  he  came 
to  see  me  several  times  while  he  was  here;  and  if  he  makes  his 
fathers  promise  good  when  he  comes  home,  I  do  not  know  but 
what  I  will  say  yes. 

You  must  not  say  any  thing  about  it.  As  I  have  told  you  so 
much  I  expect  your  curiosity  is  a  little  excited  to  know  what 
his  name  is,  it  is  William  Jhones.116 

I  am  very  much  pleased  indeed  to  hear  that  Miss  Irwin117  is 
in  Mobile,  you  must  let  me  know  where  she  is  staying  We  are 
going  down  in  February,  to  the  Convention,  I  will  remain  until 
the  last  of  June,  at  Madam  Delangs118  school,  which  is  now 
becoming  quite  fashionable,  I  am  only  going  to  improve  my 
manners  and  to  get  some  knowledge  of  French.  I  will  have 
quite  an  easy  time  and  I  hope  will  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
Miss  Irwin  frequently,  it  will  be  so  pleasant  to  have  some  person 
there  from  North  Carolina,  that  I  can  see  frequently,  I  will 
have  so  little  to  do  that  I  can  see  a  good  deal  of  company. 

I  am  an  excellent  hand  to  keep  secrets  and  I  hope  you  will 
trust  me  with  the  one  you  mentioned  in  your  letter ;  my  curiosity 
is  very  much  excited  to  know  what  it  is  about.  From  the  way 
you  speak  of  Miss  Irwin  I  am  inclined  to  think  she  has  some- 
thing to  do  with  it,  are  my  suspicions  true  or  not?  did  she  come 
to  Alabama  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Ellis?  I  am  glad  to  hear  you 
are  so  much  pleased  with  Alabama,  I  know  you  will  be  pleased 

age  4  in  1850.  Seventh  Census  of  the  United  States,  1850.  Census  of  Davie 
County  (North  Carolina),  Schedule  I,  free  inhabitants  (microfilm  of 
manuscript  in  National  Archives,  Washington,  D.  C),  408-409,  herein- 
after cited  as  Seventh  Census  of  the  United  States,  1850,  with  appropriate 
county. 

"6William  A.  Jones,  physician,  in  Greensboro,  Alabama.  Mr.  Jones' 
father  was  probably  William  Jones,  planter  and  physician,  Greensboro, 
Alabama.  V.  Gayle  Snedecor,  A  Directory  of  Greene  County  for  1855-6 
(Mobile,  Alabama:  Strickland  and  Co.,  1856),  25. 

117Unable  to  identify. 

118Unable  to  identify. 
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with  Greensboro ;  it  is  about  as  large  a  place  as  Salisbury,  there 
are  a  good  many  young  ladies  here;  some  of  them  are  very 
anxious  to  see  you.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that  Grandmother119 
has  little  George120  with  her  again;  is  she  friendly  with  Dr. 
Douglas121  now?  Is  Uncle  Anderson122  still  as  anxious  to  come 
to  the  south  as  ever.  I  hope  he  will  come.  If  I  get  Mr.  J.  or 
wrather  Dr.  J — I  will  want  you  all  to  Alabama,  but  of  that  we 
must  say  nothing,  for  you  know  it  will  not  do  to  count  our 
chikens  before  they  are  hatched. 

You  must  be  shure  and  come  by  Greensboro;  I  have  so  much 
to  talk  to  you  about,  it  would  take  me  a  week  to  write  it  all  on 
paper,  and  then  it  would  not  be  half  so  pleasant  as  to  be  with 
you  only  one  day,  which  I  think  you  might  cheerfully  spare  me. 
Aunt  Groom123  says  you  must  be  shure  and  come,  she  is  very 
anxious  indeed  for  you  to  come;  she  says  you  must  drive  right 
up  to  her  house  and  stop.  Uncle  Croom124  would  insist  on  your 
coming  as  much  as  aunt  Croom  if  he  were  at  home,  he  went  to 
the  Cain  break  this  morning  and  will  not  be  back  untill  tomorrow 
evening.  You  will  disappoint  us  all  so  much  if  you  do  not  come, 
now  I  insist  on  your  being  prevailed  on,  just  throw  down  your 
hands  and  say  that  you  will  surrender,  that  you  have  been  con- 
quered once  in  your  life  by  the  entreaties  of  the  ladies,  if  you 
do  not  surrender  I  will  retire  in  disgust  and  say  that  I  will 
never  appear  on  the  field  again. 

I  was  in  the  Cain  break  a  fiew  weeks  ago  at  a  wedding  and 
met  with  your  old  friends  Mr  and  Mrs  Gracy,125  they  made  a 
great  many  inquiries  after  you,  they  seemed  to  have  formed  so 
great  an  attachment  for  you  as  you  did  for  them.  I  told  Mrs 
Gracy  that  I  expected  you  would  pay  me  a  visit  this  winter, 
she  told  me  [if]  you  did  I  must  be  shure  and  take  you  to  see  her; 
she  lives  about  eighteen  or  twenty  miles  from  here.  You  must 
bear  in  mind  that  Withers  landing  on  the  Warrior  is  only  ten 
miles  from  here  and  that  they  keep  a  hack  there  to  send  persons 
to  Greensboro ;  and  the  stage  leaves  here  for  Montgomery  every 

119Judith  Bailey  Ellis. 

120Probably  the  son  of  George  B.  Douglas  and  Mary  Ellis. 

121George  B.  Douglas. 

122Anderson  Ellis. 

123Sarah  A.  Pearson,  from  Rowan  County  married  Isaac  Croom  of  Lenoir 
County,  June  10,  1824.  The  Star,  and  North-Carolina  Gazette  (Raleigh), 
June  25,  1824. 

124Isacc  Croom  (?-1863)  graduate  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina, 
1815;  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Lenoir  County,  1823;  mem- 
ber of  the  State  Senate,  1826;  removed  to  Greensboro,  Alabama.  Grant, 
Alumni  History  of  U.  N.  C,  143. 

125Unable  to  identify. 
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[night]  and  that  you  can  get  there  the  evening  after  you  leave 
here.  Remember  all  this  and  then  see  if  you  cannot  come  by 
Greensboro:  Oh!  I  will  be  so  disappointed  if  you  do  not  come 
to  see  me  I  was  going  to  say  that  I  would  not  go  to  see  Miss 
Irwin  if  you  did  not.  But  it  will  not  be  worth  while  to  "bite  my 
nose  to  spite  my  face"  Among  other  news  I  will  tell  you  that 
I  was  confirmed  two  Sundays  ago  and  joined  the  Church.  You 
must  write  very  soon  to — 

Francis  Richard  Roueche  to  John  W.  Ellis.         UNC. 

St  Louis  M.o.  Jannuary  11th  1848 

I  wrote  to  you  a  letter  about  the  last  of  November  in  wich 
I  gave  you  a  discription  of  our  voyage  to  this  place  and  allso 
requested  you  to  please  to  write  to  me  as  soon  as  convenient 
but  I  have  not  recieved  any  answer  as  yet.  I  would  like  to  know 
if  Mr  James  Karr126  has  according  to  promis  paid  you  my  claim 
that  he  promissed  to  pay  by  the  first  of  Jannuary  and  if  he  has 
will  you  please  forward  it  to  me  by  a  check  on  New  York  for  that 
amount  or  more  if  you  have  collected  it.  I  would  like  to  know 
if  Charles  Fisher  paid  the  Sherriff  that  money  at  the  last  county 
Court  on  that  note  that  I  transferred  to  Joseph  Pool 127  far  land, 
and  how  the  Case  against  Leonard  Hileigh  wass  determined 
and  allso  how  the  twoo  cases  in  the  Superior  Court,  one  J'o  Clark. 
vs.  Forest  Monroe128  and  Roueche.  vs.  C.  B.  Wheeler  how  they 
were  disposed  of.  allso  how  the  railroad  is  progressing  to  Char- 
lotte and  Salisbury  and  all  the  news  about  old  Sodom  I  think 
that  I  left  with  you  Rufus  Barringer.s  reciept  for  notes  and 
accounts  that  I  left  in  his  hands  for  collection  if  I  have  not  left 
them  with  you  I  must  have  lost  them.  I  left  som  papers  with 
Mr.  John.  I.  Shaver  for  which  I  have  a  memorandum  that  he 
wass  to  hand  them  to  you  and  for  wich  I  have  no  reciept.  I 
hope  Major  that  you  have  not  forgotten  to  send  my  papers  of 


a26James  E.  Kerr,  lawyer  in  Salisbury.  John  Livingston,  Livingston's 
United  Staets  Law  Register  and  Official  Directory  for  1860  (New  York: 
Published  by  Subscription,  at  128  Broadway,  1860),  721,  hereinafter 
cited  as  Livingston,  Law  Register. 

127Joseph  Pool,  probably  from  Rowan  County,  Private,  Company  G,  Sixth 
Regiment,  North  Carolina  Infantry.  Moore,  Roster  of  North  Carolina 
Troops,  I,  223. 

128John  Clarke  and  Forrest  Monroe. 
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naturelization  to  M.  D.  Barringer129  at  Washington  City  to  have 
them  arranged  for  me  as  I  will  need  them  here  at  the  next 
Election,  you  will  please  to  send  them  as  soon  as  possible  Mr 
Barringer  promissed  me  he  would  tend  to  them  for  me  with 
pleasure  dick  Long130  has  runaway  from  St  Louis  just  as  fair 
a  runnaway  and  little  more  so  than  from  Salisbury  to  parts 
unknown  but  som  might  Gues :  Mr.  James  L.  Cowan  has  moved 
down  the  lower  part  of  the  state  of  Louisiana  in  Franklin  Coun- 
ty how  he  is  doing  I  dont  pretend  to  know.  Roberts  is  here  doing 
nothing  and  pretty  near  out  of  soap.  Mrss  Cowan  is  boarding  at 
Robertss131  and  had  another  fine  son  wich  is  about  three  weeks 
old  all  well  and  thriving  The  Robertss  pretend  like  Dick  Long 
has  left  them  in  the  suck  for  his  board  while  here  and  for  som 
money  he  wass  to  pay  them  about  them  negroes  he  run  off  for  him. 
They  abuse  him  for  every  thing  they  can  think  of  and  wether 
its  (ham  or  sham)  I  dont  know  but  I  tell  you  that  when  rogues 
fall  out  then  commes  the  tugg  of  war  I  am  watching  theire 
maneuvres  and  laghing  in  my  sleeve.   Keep  som  of  this  secret. 

Sophia  E.  Pearson  to  John  W.  Ellis  UNC. 

Greensboro  [Alabama]  Jan  20th  1848 

My  dear  Uncle 

I  cannot  express  the  regret  which  I  felt  when  I  thought  you 
had  returned  to  North  Carolina,  without  my  having  seen  you: 
the  only  thing  that  could  reconsile  me  to  it  was  that  I  knew 
you  would  have  come  by  to  see  me  if  you  possibly  could  have 
done  so.  But,  I  hope  the  pleasure  of  our  meeting  is  only  defered 
for  next  summer;  I  will  finish  school  in  July;  and  nothing  can 
keep  me  from  going  home  then;  unless  something  happens  so 
as  to  make  it  utterly  impossible  for  me  to  get  there. 

I  was  very  glad  indeed  to  hear  that  you  met  with  Mr  &  Mrs 
Gracy132  in  Montgomery;  they  are  both  of  them  so  fond  of  you 
that  I  doubt  but  they  were  as  much  pleased  to  meet  with  you, 
again  as  you  were  with  them.  Will  Miss  Smith,  remain  any  time 
with  Mrs  Gracy,  or  is  she  only  spending  the  winter  in  Mont- 


1201 


"Daniel  M.  Barringer  (1806-1873),  graduate  of  the  University  of 
North  Carolina,  1826;  admitted  to  the  bar,  1829;  member  of  the  House 
of  Commons  from  Cabarrus  County,  1829-1834,  1840-1842,  1854;  member 
of  the  U.S.  Congress,  1843-1849;  Minister  to  Spain,  1849-1853;  delegate 
to  the  Peace  Convention,  1861.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  520. 

""Richard  W.  Long. 

131Noah  Roberts. 

132Unable  to  identify. 
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gomery :  As  the  Legislature  met  before  you  were  in  Montgomery ; 
I  suppose  you  became  acquainted  with  some  of  the  members.133 
Do  you  think  Alabama  is  as  well  represented  as  North  Carolina? 
I  am  only  acquainted  with  one  of  the  members,  and  he  represents 
this  district.  I  think  North  Carolina  would  not  be  very  proud 
of  him ;  though  I  believe  he  has  a  much  better  character  abroad 
than  at  home. 

I  suppose  you  did  not  get  home  in  time  to  participate  in  the 
pleasures  of  Christmas  though  I  believe  they  generally  keep 
the  parties  up  in  Salisbury;  some  time  after  Christmas;  I  was 
very  much  inhopes  you  would  spend  a  part  of  it  with  me  at 
any  rate.  I  suppose  the  ladies  in  Salisbury  dressed  the  Church ; 
as  I  believe  that  is  always  done.  I  helped  decorate  our  little 
Church,  and  it  is  dressed  very  pretty  indeed,  almost  every  per- 
son says  it  looks  prettier  than  they  ever  saw  it.  Who  is  your 
Minister  in  Salisbury  now?  Ma134  writes  me  that  they  are  all 
very  much  pleased  with  Mr  Prescott;135  I  expect  the  Episco- 
palians are  beginning  to  feel  very  independent  since  they  fin- 
ished the  Church,  and  got  a  minister  to  preach  in  it. 

When  will  uncle  Anderson136  go  to  Chappie  Hill?  You  must 
give  a  great  deal  of  love  to  him  for  me  and  tell  him  I  wrote  to 
him  not  long  after  he  came  home,  and  directed  the  letter  to 
Salisbury.  I  have  been  very  anxiously  waiting  for  a  letter  since 
then,  but  have  not  yet  been  so  fortunate  as  to  receive  one ;  I  wish 
you  would  remind  him  of  his  neice  in  Alabama,  tell  him  he  must 
not  forget  me  altogether,  that  he  may  meet  with  me  again,  and 
I  would  like  for  him  to  recognise  me.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear 
that  Grandmother137  has  little  George138  again  and  that  she  will 
keep  him  untill  he  is  large  enough  to  send  to  school.    General 


^Representatives  from  Greene  County,  1847-1848,  Pleasant  W.  Kittrell 
and  Joseph  W.  Taylor.  Senator  from  Greene  County,  1847-1848,  Zachary 
Merriwether.  The  information  was  supplied  by  Mrs.  Leonard  Cobb,  Li- 
brarian of  the  Department  of  Archives  and  History,  Montgomery,  Ala- 
bama, March  14,  1962. 

"'Elizabeth  Ellis  Pearson. 

M5Rev.  O.  S.  Prescott,  for  the  Diocese  of  New  Jersey,  appointed  Mis- 
sionary to  St.  Philip's  Episcopal  Church,  Mocksville,  1848,  moved  from 
this  Diocese  to  that  of  Massachusetts,  1850.  Journal  of  the  Thirty-Second 
Annual  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  1848   (Fayetteville:  Printed  by  Edward  J.  Hale,  1848),  4. 

U6Anderson  Ellis. 

137Judith  Bailey  Ellis. 

138Probably  the  son  of  Mary  Ellis  and  George  B.  Douglas. 
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Owin139  told  me  he  traveled  with  Dr.  Douglass140  from  Augusta, 
to  Atalanta,  but  he  did  not  know  untill  a  few  days  ago  that 
he  was  a  connexion  of  mine,  he  was  then  on  his  way  to  Home 
in  Georgia:  do  you  know  wheather  he  intends  living  there  or 
not?  Ma  writes  me  that  little  George  is  very  much  like  aunt 
Mary141  was;  he  must  be  a  very  sweet  child  if  he  is  much  like 
her:  she  had  such  pleasant  manners,  and  such  a  sweet  disposi- 
tion that  I  believe  she  was  beloved  by  every  one  that  knew  her : 
is  little  G.  as  interesting  as  he  was  when  he  was  at  Grand- 
mothers before.  Give  a  great  deal  of  love  to  Grandmother,  and 
tell  her  I  wish  she  was  living  in  this  country.  I  think  it  would 
suit  her  much  better  than  the  one  she  is  in.  I  suppose  it  was  too 
late  when  you  were  here  to  see  much  of  the  cotton  crops.  We 
have  had  flowers  in  bloom  since  the  first  of  this  month,  we  have 
Hyacinths,  Crocus,  Violets,  Jonquills,  and  the  Scoch  Fern  all 
in  bloom  now,  I  do  not  suppose  you  are  beginning  to  think  about 
there  being  in  bloom  yet.  Do  you  still  occupy  the  same  office 
that  you  had  when  I  was  at  home?  if  you  do  I  supose  you  will 
have  Dalahs  and  BlueBottles,  enough  in  the  summer  to  supply 
Salisbury  with  boquets. 

Next  week  will  be  the  last  week  that  I  will  go  to  school  to 
Mr  Pryor142,  his  session  will  then  be  out.  I  feel  quite  sorry  when 
I  think  of  leaving  his  school ;  we  have  always  gotten  along  very 
well  indeed,  he  has  never  spoken  a  cross  word  to  me  nor  ever 
given  me  a  cross  look.  I  will  go  to  Mobile  the  last  of  next  month 
and  enter  school  the  first  of  March;  I  will  study  nothing  but 
Mythology,  Ancient  History,  French,  Drawing  and  Painting, 
Fancy-work,  and  Dancing,  when  I  learn  to  paint  right  well  I 
will  paint  you  a  pretty  watch  paper  and  send  [it]  to  you  in  a 
letter.  We  will  attend  the  convention  which  meets  in  Mobile 
this  spring;  and  then  go  over  to  New  Orleans,  and  spend  a 
short  time ;  we  will  meet  cousin  Laura  Green143  and  cousin  Sarah 
E.  Pearson144  there.   Captain  Green  is  a  member  of  the  Legisla- 

139James  Owen  (1784-1865),  planter;  member  of  the  House  of  Commons 
from  Bladen  County,  1808-1811;  served  as  President  of  the  Wilmington 
and  Raleigh  Railroad  Company,  1840;  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress,  1817- 
1819.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1,416. 

140George  B.  Douglas. 

141Mary  Ellis  Douglas. 

142C.  J.  D.  Pryor,  President  of  the  Greensboro  Female  Academy,  Greens- 
boro, Alabama.  Yerby,  History  of  Greensboro,  Alabama,  79. 

143Captain  Farnifold  Green,  of  the  U.S.  Revenue  Service  at  Newbern, 
married  Laura  Pearson,  daughter  of  Colonel  Richmond  Pearson  on  July 
26,   1831.  Newbern  Spectator  and  Literary  Journal,  July   29,   1831. 

144Sarah  E.  Pearson,  daughter  of  Giles  W.  Pearson,  married  Dr.  Joseph 
M.  Reynolds  on  December  19,  1850.  Carolina  Watchman,  December  26, 
1850. 
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ture  this  winter  and  cousin  Laura  and  cousin  Sarah  Eliza  will 
spend  this  winter  in  New  Orleans ;  Uncle  Charles145  will  also  be 
with  us  in  Mobile  and  New  Orleans.  I  anticipate  a  great  deal 
of  pleasure,  this  winter;  but  I  hope  it  will  not  all  be  lost  in 
anticipation.  I  have  attended  three  weddings  this  winter;  and 
there  is  to  bee  two  more  between  this  and  the  first  day  of  next 
month;  I  will  be  invited  to  the  one  the  first  of  next  month 
but  I  do  not  know  wheather  I  will  be  invited  to  the  other 
or  not,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  tell  you  in  my  next  letter 
wheather  I  go  to  these  or  not,  but  I  think  now  that  I  shall. 

You  have  not  told  me  the  secret,  yet;  that  you  mentioned  in 
your  first  letter  to  me  from  Montgomery ;  I  have  been  trying  to 
study  it  out  but  it  is  altogather  too  hard  for  me  to  solve.  If  you 
are  going  to  be  married,  as  I  hope  is  the  case,  you  must  put  it 
off  untill  I  come  home.  If  you  see  any  miss  spell  words  (as  I 
expect  will  be  the  case)  you  must  mention  them  when  you  write 
next.  I  think  it  is  very  probable  that  I  will  spend  next  summer 
at  the  Warm  Springs  in  North  Carolina,  aunt  Croom146  thinks 
of  doing  so  now.  Give  my  best  love  to  Laura  Henderson,  and 
any  of  my  other  friends  that  enquire  after  me.  You  must  accept 
a  good  share  for  yourself.  Write  soon  to  your  devoted  neice. 

[P.  S.] 

Has  Mr.  Bradshaw147  moved  away  yet?  Has  John148  made  up 
his  mind  yet  wheather  he  will  study  law  or  not?  I  suppose  he 
has  forgotten  Laura  McNeely  by  this  time  and  fallen  in  love 
with  some  of  the  Nothern  girls  I  will  send  my  card  to  Miss 
Irwin  as  soon  as  I  get  to  Mobile.  I  know  I  will  love  her  from 
what  you  said  about  her  in  your  letter.  I  wish  you  could  per- 
suade Ma  to  go  to  Salisbury  to  live,  it  would  be  so  much  more 
agreeable  for  her  to  live  there  than  in  Mocksville;  she  said  in 
one  of  her  letters  to  me  not  very  long  ago  that  if  Grand  mother 
and  uncle  Anderson  came  to  the  South  that  she  might  come  too. 


145Unable  to  identify. 

""Sarah  Pearson  Croom. 

147Probably  the  father  of  John  A.  Bradshawe. 

148John  A.  Bradshawe. 
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James  Richards1**  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Capps  Hill  Jan'y  30,  1848. 

I  drop  you  this  note  to  inform  you  of  yesterdays  proceedings, 
and  to  call  your  attention  to  the  Washington  affair. 

We  permitted  old  Miles'  app  Bond  to  remain  as  when  you 
saw  it  last,  through  Mr  Osbourn's  entreates  and  my  own  un- 
established  opinion;  in  its  presant  condition  it  is  generaly 
thought  to  be  very  good,  but  rather  doubtfull  before.  If  old 
Miles  hath  given  any  lean  on  his  property,  doubtless  it  is  to  his 
Brother  (Dr  Jim).150 

In  case  you  missunderstood  me  or  forgotten  what  I  said  (in 
the  hurry  of  your  business)  in  relation  to  what  we  wanted  done 
at  Washington,  I  again  repeat,  that,  we  want  an  Act  passed 
granting,  to  all  Citisens  of  the  U.S.  or  all  those  becoming  Citi- 
sens  by  the  Oath  of  alleigance,  the  full  privilege  of  takeing  out 
"letters  Pattent"  for  any  invention  or  discovery  in  the  Arts, 
macheinary  &c  invented  and  Patented  in  a  foreign  Country, 
provided  it  hath  been  Patented  in  said  foreign  country  more 
than  12  months,  and  provided  allso  that  it  hath  not  become  in 
general  use  in  this  Country,  for  the  same  amount  of  duties  as 
though  it  had  been  invented  here  which  is  $30. 

Try  to  get  this  urged  with  force  &  spirit  &  that  immediately, 
accompaned  with  as  early  information  as  possible,  which  Sir, 
by  furthering  on,  at  an  early  period  you  will  greatly  oblige  your 
very  Sincear  friend  &  obediant  Servant. 

N.  B.  Permit  me  to  congratulate  you  on  your  extremm  sucess 
by  so  highly  pleasing  every  person  with  your  Speech.  "That 
little  fellow  from  Salisbury"  is  in  [every]  persons  mouth.  But 
your  name  is  now  better  known  It  seems  that  every  body  who 
heard  you  was  delighted  and  nothing  gratifies  me  more  than  to 
hear  their  conversations  relative  to  your  speech  and  then  their 
enquires  about  you  &c.  Several  men  of  Standing  and  good 
property  asked  me  each  the  same  question,  wheather  you  were 
as  gready  as  Boyden151  or  not,  in  the  way  of  charges  &c 

You  must  know  my  answer,  and  allso  know  what  my  friend- 
ship for  you  will  stimulate  me  to  do  for  you  in  the  way  of 
elogiseing  &c  You  need  not  doubt  your  getting  a  good  practice 
here  after  this. 


149James  Richards,  from  Alexander  County,  Private,  Company  K,  Seventh 
Regiment,  North  Carolina  Infantry.  Moore,  Roster  of  North  Carolina 
Troops,  I,  271. 

150Unable  to  identify. 

^Nathaniel  Boyden. 
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William  A.  Allen152  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Wake  Forest  College 
Jan.  31st  1848. 

At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Philomathesian  Society  I  was  author- 
ized, as  its  organ,  to  inform  you  of  your  unanimous  election  to 
honorary  membership  and  request  you  to  suffer  your  name  to 
be  enrolled  among  its  honorary  members 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  assure  you  of  my  personal  esteem. 


Thomas  M.  Oliver  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Raleigh  Feby  13—1848 

Having  understood  that  you  had  left  home  for  the  South  & 
had  just  returned  and  being  very  hard  run  for  means  to  meet 
our  engagements  in  money  matters  first  of  next  month  in  New 
York  have  drawn  on  you  at  10  days  for  the  amount  of  your  ex 
($57.00  only)  Fifty  seven  dollars  only  I  should  have  given  you 
more  notice  but  could  not  as  I  shall  leave  for  New  York  1st  day 
of  March  and  have  just  herd  of  your  return  home.  Besides  the 
amount  is  so  small  that  I  know  it  required  no  extra  notice  to 
enable  one  of  your  means  to  pay  it.  The  draft  will  be  found  in 
the  Cape  Fear  Bank  at  Salisbury.  I  should  be  pleased  on  my 
return  to  have  an  order  from  you  as  I  shall  have  every  thing 
new  and  elegant  I  shall  get  back  about  the  last  of  March. 


152William  A.  Allen,  graduate  of  Wake  Forest  College,  1849;  lawyer; 
member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Wake  County,  1852;  member  of 
the  State  Senate  from  Duplin  County,  1868-1872.  C.  E.  Taylor,  General 
Catalogue  of  Wake  Forest  College,  North  Carolina  1834-5-1891-2  (Raleigh: 
Edwards  and  Broughton,  1892),  36,  hereinafter  cited  as  Taylor,  General 
Catalogue  of  Wake  Forest  College;  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  596-597,  831. 
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UNC. 
J.  A.  Young,153  C.  J.  Fox15i  M.  B.  Taylor155  to  John  W.  Ellis 

Charlotte   Feby  14th  '48 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  Lodge  a  resolution  was  passed  that 
we  would  celebrate  our  approaching  anaversary  (20th  May)  by 
procession,  public  oration  and  dinner  for  the  Members  of  the 
Order. 

Your  Correspondents  were  appointed  as  a  Committee  to  pro- 
cure a  suitable  Orator  of  the  day.  The  Bretheren  generally,  and 
the  Committee  Specially  have  selected  you  as  the  most  suitable 
person  to  perform  that  duty.  We  hope  you  will  accept  the  ap- 
pointment, and  inform  us  as  early  as  may  be  convenient. 
N.  B.  Any  information  you  may  wish,  as  to  the  Order,  will  be 
furnished  at  any  time  by  the  Committe. 

Francis  Richard  Roueche  to  John  W.  Ellis.         UNC. 

St.  Louis  M.O.  February  16th  1848 

I  wrote  to  you  twice  but  dind  get  but  one  answer,  my  famely 
has  been  very  sick  with  the  Scarlet  feever  and  at  this  time 
the  baby  is  not  expected  to  live  the  others  have  all  recovered 
it  is  allmost  impossible  to  raise  children  here  and  I  cant  account 
for  it  wee  have  had  one  of  the  most  remarkable  winter  I  have 
ever  saw  any  where  it  has  not  been  cold  enough  to  put  up  ice 
&  they  are  nowh  briging  ice  from  up  the  river  wee  have  not 
had  but  one  snow  this  winter  and  only  three  inches  deep  that 
only  lasted  twoo  days  at  this  time  the  wether  is  as  warm  as  I 
have  seen  it  in  Salisbury  in  april  the  old  citisens  say  here  that 
they  never  saw  such  a  mild  winter  here  before  in  their  recollec- 
tion I  have  just  nowh  opened  my  confectionnary  wich  cost  me 
the  round  sum  of  twelve  hundred  dollars,    and  I  cant  tell  you 


153John  A.  Young,  member  and  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Mecklenburg 
Declaration  Lodge,  No.  9,  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
Journal  of  Proceeding  of  the  Right  Worthy  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  of  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  From  Its  Organization,  1843,  to  1851  (Raleigh: 
William  D.  Cooke,  1851),  235,  hereinafter  cited  as  Proceedings  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  1843-1851. 

"4C.  J.  Fox,  member  of  the  Mecklenberg  Declaration  Lodge,  No.  9,  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Proceedings  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  1843-1851,  235. 

1B5M.  B.  Taylor,  member  and  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Mecklenberg 
Declaration  Lodge,  No.  9,  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
Proceedings  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  1843-1851,  235. 
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yet  how  it  will  do.  I  have  all  so  bought  out  a  famely  grocery 
store  next  to  me  and  if  I  dont  make  any  money  nowh  I  never 
will,  the  grocery  cost  me  three  thousand  dollars  of  wich  I  have 
paid  twoo  thousand  down  and  yet  owe  one  thousand  dollars 
wich  amount  I  have  to  pay  by  the  first  of  april  and  I  dont  know 
how  to  do  it  except  you  &  my  friends  in  Salisbury  will  help  me 
to  do  so  I  say  my  friends  in  Salisbury  I  mean  them  that  owes 
me.  Mr  Fishers156  note  wich  the  old  man  promised  to  pay  to 
me  from  New  Orleans  has  been  neglected  and  all  so  put  me  back 
in  entering  in  to  business  by  waiting  on  him  according  to  promis 
though  I  dont  I  lost  any  thing  by  waiting  as  long  as  I  did.  you 
will  please  show  this  letter  to  Mr.  Fisher  &  I  hope  either  one  of 
them  will  pay  it  to  you  immediately  as  I  stand  in  great  need  of  it 
at  this  time  if  it  had  not  been  for  our  misfortune  on  the  river 
in  loosing  all  our  baggage  &  my  mule  &  hoarse  I  would  not  have 
been  so  pressed  as  I  am  nowh  in  consequence  of  buying  clothes 
&  bed  clothes  for  myself  and  famely  to  replace  those  wee  had 
lost  by  the  seking  of  the  Talisman  I  think  Mr  Ellis  that  you 
can  send  me  five  or  six  hundred  dollars  by  the  first  of  april  by 
collecting  the  following  papers,  first  James  E.  Karr  one  hundred 
dollars  wich  he  promissed  to  pay  certain  by  the  first  of  Jannuary 
1848.  allso  Mr  H.  E.  Robards157  for  Sixty  &  som  dollars  wich 
is  not  quite  due  but  he  told  me  that  perhaps  he  would  pay  it 
before  it  was  due  &  I  believe  that  if  you  name  it  to  him  or  show 
him  this  letter  he  will  pay  it  immediately,  allso  Mr  Conners158 
amount  thirty  som  odd  dollars  wich  no  doubt  if  you  show  him 
this  letter  he  will  pay  it  right  away  wich  theese  three  will  make 
two  hundred  dollars  besides  som  others  that  I  need  not  to  name 
that  you  can  collect  or  have  colected  wich  may  still  make  more. 
Mr  Fishers  according  to  my  Circumstances  at  this  time  if  he 
cant  pay  it  you  will  please  sell  the  note  at  ten  per  cent  discount 
not  less  than  that  at  any  rate  wich  I  know  you  can  sell  at  that 
in  Salisbury  as  I  wass  offered  that  before  I  left  but  according 
to  the  old  Gentleman  promisses  I  would  not  sell  than  at  one 
per  cent  discount  but  as  I  am  obliged  to  raise  money  nowh  I 
am  bound  to  sell  it  if  he  dont  pay  it  at  what  I  above  named  &  not 
less  &  if  he  dont  pay  it  &  you  cant  sell  it  for  ten  per  cent  discount 
you  will  sew  up  on  it  immediately  as  I  can  not  give  longer  in- 
dulgence on  account  of  my  present  circumstances  &  by  the  by 


]56Charles  Fisher. 

157Probably  Horace  L.  Robards,  owner  of  the  Rowan  Hotel  in  Salisbury. 


Carolina  Watchman,  March  12,  1847. 
168Henry  W.  Conner. 
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you  might  get  some  money  from  Rufus  Barringer  by  naming 
it  to  him  for  by  this  time  he  must  have  collected  som  for  me  in 
Cabarus  County  I  begin  to  like  St  Louis  Very  much  and  allso 
my  famely  likes  it  better  than  wee  did  when  whee  first  comme 
here  and  if  my  calculation  are  right  I  will  be  to  see  you  all  this 
spring  twelve  months,  be  sure  Mr  Ellis  to  do  all  you  can  to  send 
me  that  much  by  the  first  of  april  as  I  will  need  it  very  bad 
indeed  and  in  adding  the  above  named  depts  together  they  will 
make  four  hundred  dollars  &  if  you  can  pay  me  yours  it  will 
make  the  full  amount  I  ask  in  this  letter  &  wich  I  hope  to  get 
with  out  fail  by  the  first  of  april.  please  write  to  me  immediately 
after  receiving  this  letter  &  give  me  all  the  important  news 
from  Salisbury,  give  my  best  respects  to  my  old  friends  ail- 
though  they  are  few. 

Daniel  M.  Barringer  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Ho.  of  Repres. 
March  2.  1848. 

Your  letter  was  reed.  I  have  seen  the  Committee  of  Patents 
&  they  have  prepared  a  bill  making  many  alterations  in  the 
patent  laws,  among  which  is  the  one  you  desire,  repealing  the 
tax  of  $500.  on  patents  obtained  by  foreigners.  The  bill  is  not 
yet  reported  but  will  be  shortly  and  a  strong  effort  will  be  made 
to  pass  the  measure. 

The  fate  of  the  treaty  of  Peace  is  extremely  doubtful  but  I 
think  it  will  be  ratified  with  some  modifications.  The  alternative 
in  my  opinion  (you  may  differ)  will  be  between  the  continuance 
of  an  expensive  &  unfortunate  war  &  a  bad  treaty.  The  people 
want  peace.  The  terms  are  not  certainly  known  but  I  presume 
they  are  such  as  we  have  seen  in  the  papers. 

[P.  S.] 

If  the  proceedings  in  the  Senate  on  the  treaty  are  ever  published, 
you  will  be  astounded  with  the  facts  disclosed. 
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Francis  Richard  Roueche  to  John  W.  Ellis.         UNC. 

St  Louis  M.o. 
March  11th  1848 

I  again  take  the  pleasure  of  addressing  you  to  let  you  & 
the  ballance  of  my  friends  Know  that  wee  are  yet  all  in  the  land 
of  the  living  for  wich  wee  owe  great  thanks  to  the  Supreme 
ruler  of  all  things  for  all  his  blessings  dayly  bestowed  on  us 
through  his  great  mercy  &  I  hope  that  theese  few  lines  will  find 
you  &  all  my  friends  engoying  the  same  blessing  I  wrote  to  you 
in  my  last  letter  that  our  little  daughter  laid  at  the  point  of  deth 
and  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  write  to  you  that  she  is  no  better  yet. 
her  disease  is  warter  in  the  brain  of  wich  wee  dont  expect  her 
to  recover,  the  other  three  have  recovered  of  the  scarlet  f eever 
and  the  mumps  there  was  four  steamboat  &  a  barge  counsumed 
by  fire  last  night  in  this  part  and  as  yet  only  one  life  known  to 
be  lost.  I  am  beginning  to  do  a  splendid  busines  in  my  confec- 
tionnary  as  well  as  in  my  famely  grocery  wich  are  untirely 
seperate  within  four  doors  of  each  other  if  you  wass  to  see  the 
Crowd  of  ladies  and  Gentlemen  coming  in  &  out  you  would  be 
astonished,  so  much  so  that  I  woulnd  not  be  back  in  Salisbury 
for  no  money  if  I  stay  here  as  long  as  I  did  in  Salisbury  &  have 
my  health  I  want  know  myself  I  want  have  less  than  fifty  thou- 
sand no  how  provided  I  have  no  misfortune  my  confectionnary 
cost  me  twoo  thousand  dollars  my  soda  fount  cost  me  ninety 
dollars  my  tables  are  all  marbles  &  my  chairs  mohagganny  the 
ladies  ice  cream  saloon  covered  with  $2.00  yard  carpet  the  gen- 
tlemens  saloon  is  covered  with  oil  cloth  everything  is  in  style 
&  splendar  &  ready  to  coin  money.  I  will  have  to  pay  one  thou- 
sand dollars  by  the  first  of  April  wich  I  wrote  to  you  about  in 
my  former  letter  and  I  hope  you  have  succeded  in  collecting  the 
amount  I  wrote  to  you  for  in  my  last  letter  to  you  Major  I  am 
compelled  to  pay  this  money  by  the  first  of  April  and  if  I  should 
fail  to  receive  som  money  from  you  it  would  cost  me  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  as  well  as  costs  and  forfeitures  of  my  trade  as 
to  the  famely  grocery  wich  I  woulnd  loose  for  hundreds  be  sure 
Major  to  send  me  the  five  hundred  dollars  I  wrote  for  or  as 
much  as  you  can  so  I  can  get  it  by  the  first  of  April  or  their 
about  as  near  the  first  of  April  as  possible  by  so  doing  you  will 
oblige  me  very  much  besides  saving  a  great  forfeit  and  heavey 
costs.   I  look  &  wait  for  it  with  great  anxiety  and  I  hope  not  in 
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vain  even  if  you  cant  get  red  of  Fishers159  note  at  10  per  cent 
discount  take  off  15  per  cent  12  or  15  in  fact  do  the  best  you 
can  for  me  as  my  word  an  honnour  and  credit  as  well  as  my 
pocket  is  at  stake  &  I  am  not  prepared  here  to  meet  more  than 
half  the  amount  all  that  I  can  start  and  do  with  out  ruining 
myself  I  thought  I  Better  during  february  and  March  than  I 
have  donne  or  I  woulnd  not  have  promissed  that  much  money 
so  soon  if  I  had  twoo  or  three  moneths  longer  to  go  on  I  would 
do  very  well  with  out  a  cent  from  you.  write  to  me  immediately 
what  is  the  prospect  of  getting  it  or  som  of  it  &  all  so  the 
news  who  is  sherriff  etc  and  all  the  particulars,  as  March  Court 
is  at  hand  with  you  you  will  please  give  my  best  respects  to 
Burton  Craigg.160  Julieus  Alexander,161  James  E.  Carr162  Rufuss 
Barringer.  Hamilton.  C.  Jones163  and  all  the  good  fellows  about 
there. 

N.B.  the  way  wee  wil  cary  the  whigs  high  on  the  first  day  of 
april  for  city  Election  will  be  a  sin  to  crocket  I  have  nowh  twoo 
party  to  contend  against  here  the  native;  &  the  antiwar  (.  .  . 
Elias-)  whiggies.  they  are  split  all  to  pieces  here  the  whigs  & 
natives  &  cant  shine  (thank  God.)  write  to  me  if  you  please  as 
quick  as  possible. 

James  M.  Hutchinson1^  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Davidson  College,  N.C. 
April  17th  1848. 

This  is  to  inform  you  of  your  unanimous  election  by  the 
Philanthropic  Society  to  deliver  an  oration  on  4th  of  July  next 

159Charles  Fisher. 

160Francis  Burton  Craige  (1811-1875),  graduate  of  the  University  of 
North  Carolina,  1829;  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Western  Carolinian, 
1829-1831;  admitted  to  the  bar,  1832;  member  of  the  House  of  Commons 
from  the  borough  of  Salisbury,  1832;  from  Rowan  County,  1834;  mem- 
ber of  the  U.S.  Congress,  1853-1861.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress, 
748-749. 

161Probably  Julius  Alexander,  from  Iredell  County,  Private,  Company 
F,  Thirty-Second  Regiment,  North  Carolina  Infantry.  Moore,  Roster  of 
North  Carolina  Troops,  II,  585. 

162James  E.  Kerr. 

163Hamilton  C.  Jones  (1798-1868),  graduate  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  1818;  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Rowan  County, 
1827-1828,  1838-1840,  1848;  founder  and  editor  of  the  Carolina  Watchman, 
1828-1840.  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  792-793. 

1C4James  M.  Hutchinson  (1831-1881),  graduate  of  Davidson  College, 
1850;  lawyer;  and  teacher.  Thomas  Wilson  Lingle  (ed.),  Alumni  Catalogue 
of  Davidson  College,  Davidson,  N.C.  1837-1924  (Charlotte:  The  Presbyterian 
Standard  Publishing  Company,  1924),  57,  hereinafter  cited  as  Lingle, 
Alumni  Catalogue  of  Davidson  College. 
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at  this  place.  The  great  national  jubilee  is  a  celebration  which 
we  take  great  delight  in  celebrating  and  we  know  of  no  one 
who  could  do  the  subject  more  justice  than  yourself.  You  will 
please  let  us  know  as  soon  as  convenient  whether  or  not  you 
will  accept. 


Richard  A.  Stokes1™  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Hampden  Sydney  College,  April  22nd  '48 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  all  true  happiness  is  the  result  of 
virtue  and  intelligence,  for  the  promotion  of  which  the  Philan- 
thropic Society  was  instituted;  and  being  desirous  of  securing 
your  cooperation  in  the  attainments  of  this  object,  and  also  of 
giving  a  proof  of  its  esteem  for  you,  it  has  taken  the  liberty  of 
conferring  on  you  the  title  of  "Honorary  Member"  of  this  body. 

We  hope  that  you  will  so  far  honor  us,  as  to  accept  the  appoint- 
ment, and  happy  at  all  times  in  the  participation  of  your  friend- 
ship and  experience,  we  would  be  glad  if  at  your  convenience, 
you  would  attend  to  be  initiated  &  receive  the  privileges  to 
which  you  will  be  entitled  when  you  have  done  so.  We  flatter 
ourselves  therefore  that,  you  will  consider  yourself  a  member, 
&  feel  an  interest  in  the  Philanthropic  Society. 


Daniel  M.  Barringer  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Ho.  of  Repres. 
May  19.  1848. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  I  have  to  say  that  I  have  seen  all  the 
Arkansas  members  and  they  are  in  utter  ignorance  of  the  facts 
about  which  you  desire  information.  Hon.  Mr.  Johnson,166  has 
given  me  the  enclosed  list  of  names  from  whom  you  may  perhaps 
derive  the  knowledge  sought  for.   He  says  he  has  several  times 


105Richard  A.  Stokes,  graduate  of  Hampden-Sidney  College,  1849;  planter; 
Lieutenant  in  the  service  of  the  Confederacy  from  Virginia.  General 
Catalogue  of  the  Officers  and  Students  of  Hampden-Sidney  College.  Vir- 
ginia. 1776-1906  Richmond,  Virginia:  Whittet  and  Shepperson,  Printers, 
1908),  85. 

166Robert  W.  Johnson  (1814-1879),  lawyer;  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress 
from  Arkansas,  1847-1853;  member  of  the  U.S.  Senate,  1853-1861.  Bio- 
graphical Directory  of  Congress,  1,130. 
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been  applied  to  in  regard  to  the  same  matter  &  has  no  personal 
knowledge  in  regard  to  the  death  of  Cowan167  or  his  children. 

All  is  uncertainty  in  regard  to  the  nominees  of  either  Conven- 
tion.  Time  will  soon  put  all  conjecture  to  rest. 


Mitchell  D.  King1™  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Argyle  5th  Oct  1849 

Yesterday  I  lingered  in  Hendersonville  for  some  time  after 
the  hour  of  dinner  at  the  tavern,  in  the  hope  of  having  an  op- 
portunity of  speaking  to  you.  The  case  before  you  detained  you 
in  court — and  I  was  unwilling  to  occupy  your  attention  on  the 
Bench. 

The  court  adjourns  tomorrow.  You  will  not  be  required  at 
Asheville  until  after  breakfast  on  Monday.  Pray  come  and  dine 
with  us  tomorrow  at  any  hour  it  may  suit  you  to  appoint — and 
bring  your  horses  &  vehicle  with  you,  and  spend  the  evening 
with  us.  You  may,  if  you  please,  attend  church  with  us  on 
Sunday  prenoon — take  a  lunch — and  be  in  Asheville  by  an  early 
hour  in  the  evening — our  usual  dining  hour  in  the  country  is 
3  o'clock  that  our  Ladies,  if  so  disposed,  may  have  time  for  an 
afternoon  ride.  But  the  hour  may  very  well  be  appointed  to  meet 
your  convenience. 


167James  L.  Cowan. 

168Mitchell  D.  King  (1783-1862),  admitted  to  the  bar  in  South  Carolina, 
1810;  Judge  of  the  city  court  in  Charleston,  1819,  1842-1844;  awarded 
an  LL.D.  from  Charleston  College,  1857,  and  one  from  the  University  of 
North  Carolina,  1859;  "Argyle"  was  his  estate  at  Flat  Rock,  North  Caro- 
lina. James  Grant  Wilson  and  John  Fishe  (eds.),  Appleton's  Cyclopaedia 
of  American  Biography  (New  York:  D.  Appleton  and  Company,  7  volumes, 
1887-1900),  III,  541,  hereinafter  cited  as  Appleton's  Cyclopaedia  of  Ameri- 
can Biography. 
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1851-1853 

Calvin  H.  Wiley  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Guilford  Co.  N.C. 
Jan'y  7th  1851. 

Your  very  kind  letter  of  the  23rd  ult.  has  been  several  days 
to  hand. 

You  wish  me  fame  &  profit:  Should  I  obtain  neither  such 
letter  as  that  from  you  will  be  compensation  for  the  loss  of  both. 
The  friendship  of  such  persons  as  yourself  is  more  to  be  desired 
than  wealth,  &  their  praise  is  better  than  fame.  This  reward  I 
proposed  to  myself  when  I  began  to  devote  myself  to  the  Litera- 
ture of  North  Carolina;  &  I  hoped  also  to  have  the  consolation 
of  reflecting,  in  after  years,  that  I  had  strewn  a  few  blossoms 
in  the  paths  of  the  youth  of  my  native  State — had  added  to  the 
endearments  and  the  pleasures  of  their  homes.  Without  being 
egotistical  I  think  I  shall  reap  this  proposed  reward;  &  if  in 
addition  I  shall  make  what  I  certainly  need,  pecuniary  profit, 
I  shall  consider  myself  truly  fortunate. 

As  far  as  I  can  see  but  one  human  being  has  found  fault  with 
my  book ;  &  his  communication  you  will  have  seen  in  the  Raleigh 
Register,  signed  "Fitz  Van  Winkle."1  He  is  beyond  a  doubt  a 
cynic — one  of  those  unhappily  constituted,  wolfish  curs,  whose 
only  vocation  it  is  to  bark  &  bite. 

I  suspect  S.  F.  Phillips2  to  be  the  author;  he  told  me  himself 
once  that  he  wrote  an  article  on  "Alamance"  which  the  Raleigh 
Register,  Fayetteville  Observer,  &  Hillsboro'  Recorder  all  refused 
to  publish. 

North-Carolina  may  not  be  exactly  what  I  have  represented 
her ;  but  the  youth  of  the  State  will  work  it  up  to  any  Standard 
which  their  text  books  form  in  their  minds.  A  State  will  be 
sure  to  become  what  its  youthful  inhabitants  are  taught  to  be- 
lieve that  it  is;  &  if  they  are  taught  to  think  they  inhabit  a 


lrThe  identity  of  "Fitz  Van  Winkle"  was  never  known,  but  suspicion 
finally  came  to  rest  on  Dr.  Joseph  C.  Hooper  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina.  Howard  Braverman,  "Calvin  H.  Wiley's  North  Carolina  Reader," 
The  North  Carolina  Historical  Review,  XXIX    (October,  1952),  512. 

2Samuel  F.  Phillips  (1824-1903),  graduate  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  1841;  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Orange  County, 
1852-1854,  1864-1865;  Speaker  of  the  House,  1865;  Assistant  Professor 
of  Law,  University  of  North  Carolina,  1854-1859;  Reporter  to  the  State 
Supreme  Court,  1866-1871;  U.S.  Solicitor  General,  1873-1885.  Grant, 
Alumni  History  of  U.N.C.,  493. 


The  Papers  of  John  W.  Ellis  83 

wilderness,  such  their  country  will  become  whatever  be  its  ad- 
vantages. 

Of  State  pride  we  cannot  have  too  much;  &  for  one  I  will 
never,  never  consent  to  the  pusillanimous  doctrine  of  "Fitz" 
that  my  home,  &  my  State  must  be  less  desirable  than  those  of 
others.  From  the  vilinage,  &  influence  of  such  cowardly  spirits 
may  our  people  all  be  delivered! 

The  retail  price  of  my  Reader  is  one  dollar  per  copy.  I  thank 
you  most  sincerely  for  your  services  &  offers ;  and  take  occasion 
to  say  that  knowing  your  genuine  North-Carolina  heart,  I  shall 
not  hesitate  to  call  on  you  whenever  I  feel  that  my  cause  concerns 
the  public  interest. 

P.S. 

The  books  will  be  sent  via  Wilmington,  care  of  L.  C.  Worth,3 
&  Fayetteville  care  of  John  D.  Williams.4 

John  W,  Ellis  to  Sophia  Pearson.  UNC. 

Greenville  Pitt  County  March  7,  1851. 

I  have  time  to  spare  to  drop  you  a  short  letter  to  let  you  know 
I  am  quite  well;  and  to  enquire  how  you  all  are. 

I  sent  some  roots  of  the  scuppernon  grape  vine  up  by  Mr 
Mabry  who  was  down  here  as  a  witness.  He  will  carry  them 
to  Lexington  where  he  lives  and  send  them  by  stage  to  Mr. 
Shaver.5  The  roots  are  each  several  feet  long — one  is  intended 
for  your  Mother,6  one  for  your  uncle  Anderson7  and  one  for 
Mr  Shaver. 

Ask  your  Mother  to  Send  over  one  to  your  uncle  Anderson  by 
the  first  opportunity,  with  directions  for  planting.  A  hole  two 
feet  deep  and  from  four  to  six  feet  Square  must  be  dug.  This 
must  be  filled  in  with  sand  and  chips  or  decayed  leaves  and  the 
root  planted  about  the  centre.    The  grape  is  white  or  green — 


"Probably  T.  C.  Worth  and  Co.,  commission  merchants  in  Wilmington. 
T.  Tuther  Jr.,  Kelley's  Wilmington  Directory  To  Which  Is  Added  A  Busi- 
ness Directory,  for  1860-61  (Wilmington:  George  H.  Kelley,  1860),  89, 
hereinafter  cited  as  Tuther,  Wilmington  Directory. 

4John  D.  Williams,  merchant  in  Fayetteville.  Eighth  Census  of  the  United 
States,  1860.  Census  of  Cumberland  County  (North  Carolina).  Schedule 
I,  Free  Inhabitants  (microfilm  of  manuscript  in  National  Archives, 
Washington,  D.  C),  258,  hereinafter  cited  as  Eighth  Census  of  the 
United  States,  1860,  with  appropriate  county. 

5John  I.  Shaver. 

"Elizabeth  Ellis  Pearson. 

T  Anderson  Ellis. 
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and  planting  the  seed  will  produce  a  vine  which  will  yeald  the 
black  grape. 

Write  me  if  the  pine  and  cedars  and  elms  are  living. 

There  is  nothing  here  of  particular  interest  to  write  about. 
We  have  fish  in  abundance  and  oysters  in  the  shell.  We  had  a 
suit  yesterday  by  a  man  and  his  wife  against  another  man  and 
his  wife.  Mr.  Thomas  said  Mrs.  Roberts  had  been  talking  about 
his  wife  so  as  to  injure  her  character  with  the  neighbors  and 
he  brought  suit  against  Mr.  Roberts  and  Mrs.  Roberts  both, 
although  Mr.  Roberts  did  not  say  a  word  about  Mrs  Thomas. 
His  wife  did  however.  And  here  you  will  observe  that  if  any 
person's  wife  talks  badly  about  any  one  such  person  can  sue 
the  husband  as  well  as  the  wife.  This  seems  very  hard  but  it  is 
right  because  the  husband  ought  to  make  his  wife  behave  her- 
self. In  this  case  Mr  Robert's  lawyer  said  the  jury  ought  not  to 
make  Mr  Roberts  pay  much  because  he  gave  Mrs  Roberts  a 
whipping  as  soon  as  he  heard  she  had  been  talking  about  Mrs 
Thomas.  But  I  told  the  jury  that  although  it  was  well  enough 
to  whip  her  for  talking  badly  of  Mrs.  Thomas  yet  that  made  no 
difference  in  this  case  for  if  he  had  whiped  her  before  or  kept 
her  under  good  controul  perhaps  she  would  [not]  have  said 
anything  bad  about  Mrs  Thomas.  The  jury  made  Mr  Roberts 
pay  to  Mr  Thomas  thirty  seven  dollars  and  pay  all  the  witness 
who  came  to  court  about  the  matter — making  in  all  about  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars.  And  Mr  Roberts  was  a  poor  man  and  it 
took  nearly  everything  he  had.  So  you  see  we  ought  not  to  speak 
badly  about  other  persons  as  we  may  be  punished. 

Mr  Roberts  lawyer  said  Mrs  Roberts  was  very  stubborn  and 
unruly — and  he  said  "You  know  how  it  is  with  the  ladies 

"When  they  will,  they  will  and  that's  an  end  on'  it. 

"And  when  they  wont,  they  wont,  depend  on  it." 
He  also  told  a  very  good  anecdote.  He  said  when  Judge  Haywood8 
(who  was  a  great  lawyer  in  old  times)  was  practicing  law  he 
was  in  the  habit  of  carrying  his  servant  around  to  the  courts 
with  him.  The  servant  became  very  conceited  and  imagined 
himself  a  very  considerable  lawyer,  and  it  so  happened  on  a 
certain  occasion  a  woman  came  to  his  master's  law  office  for 
advice  in  a  complaint  of  hers.   The  Master  was  out  at  the  time, 


"John  Haywood  (1762-1826),  native  of  Halifax  County;  Solicitor 
General  of  the  State,  1790;  Attorney  General,  1791-1794;  Judge  of  the 
Superior  Court,  1794-1800;  moved  to  Tennessee,  1807.  Edward  Hill  Davis, 
Historical  Sketches  of  Franklin  County  (Raleigh:  Edwards  and  Brough- 
ton  Company,  1948),  138. 
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but  the  servant  was  in,  who  told  the  woman  that  he  had  been 
going  the  circuit  with  his  Master  for  a  long  time  and  had  been 
much  about  the  court  house  and  heard  the  lawyers  talk  fre- 
quently and  he  thought  himself  competent  to  advise  her  in  the 
matter.  The  woman  not  seeing  anything  improbable  in  his 
statements  proceeded  at  once  to  unburthen  herself  of  her  com- 
plaint to  the  servant.  She  told  him  that  another  woman  had 
been  fighting  her  and  detailed  minutely  all  the  circumstances. 
After  she  had  finished  her  statement  the  servant  looked  very 
grave  and  proceeded  to  deliver  his  opinion  upon  the  subject. 
"Well  Madam!  (he  replied)  there  is  a  great  deal  in  the  law 
books  about  men's  fighting  and  a  great  deal  about  what  shall 
be  done  with  them,  in  all  the  law  books  I  ever  saw,  there  is  not 
one  word  about  women's  fighting.   So  there  is  no  help  for  you." 

And  this  opinion  though  not  very  correct  law  was  a  proper 
rebuke  to  the  woman  who  had  so  far  forgotten  her  station  as 
to  engage  in  quarrels  and  fights  with  her  neighbour  women. 

I  was  at  St.  Mary's  while  in  Raleigh.  The  young  ladies  there 
seem  very  cheerful  and  meery. 

Remember  me  to  your  Mother  and  all  the  children.  Tell  John9 
I  will  expect  him  to  be  able  to  spell  in  one  sylable  by  the  time 
I  get  home. 

I  will  be  in  Tarboro'  next  week  where  Mr  Parker's10  Mother 
lives.  Tell  him  I  passed  through  there  several  days  ago  and 
found  his  friends  all  well  and  delivered  his  package  to  Mr 
Cheshire.11 

I  will  be  in  Nashville,  Nash  County  week  after  next  and  in 
Smithfield  Johnston  County  the  week  after  that.  Tell  Alice 
Jones12  her  cousin  Tennett13  is  very  well.  You  must  write  to  me 
soon. 


9John  F.  Pearson,  son  of  Elizabeth  Ellis,  sister  of  John  W.  Ellis,  and 
Giles  W.  Pearson,  brother  of  Sophia  Pearson.  Eighth  Census  of  the 
United  States,  1860,  Rowan  County,  154. 

"John  Haywood  Parker,  rector  of  St.  Luke's  Episcopal  Church,  Salis- 
bury, North  Carolina,  1846-1858.  William  S.  Powell,  St.  Luke's  Episcopal 
Church,   1753-1953    (Salisbury:    St.    Luke's    Episcopal    Church,    1953),   46. 

"Joseph  Blount  Cheshire  (1814-1899),  rector  of  Calvary  Episcopal 
Church,  Tarboro,  1842-1889;  father  of  the  Rt.  Rev.  Joseph  Blount  Cheshire 
(1850-1932).  Jaquelin  Drane  Nash,  A  Goodly  Heritage,  the  Story  of  Cal- 
vary Parish   (Tarboro:   Calvary  Episcopal  Church,  1960),  29-45. 

"Alice  Jones,  daughter  of  H.  C.  Jones,  married  Edward  T.  Brodnax 
on  December   18,  1858.  Carolina   Watchman,  December  28,   1858. 

"Unable  to  identify. 
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James  Fulton1*  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Wilmington,  June  25th  1849 

Your  favour  of  the  18th  came  to  hand  to-day,  along  with  the 
enclosure  of  $4.00  I  send  you  Mr.  Loring's15  receipt  for  $1.50 
on  account  of  the  Independent  and  am  happy  to  place  the  balance 
together  with  your  name  upon  our  books.  I  need  not  add  that 
it  gave  me  much  pleasure  to  hear  from  you,  and  sincerely  hope 
that  it  will  not  be  the  last  time. 

I  fully  respond  to  your  sentiments  with  regard  to  General 
McKay16  and  Mr.  Ashe.17  Ashe  is  a  very  clever,  good-hearted 
fellow,  and  I  thought  the  nomination  due  to  him,  especially 
under  the  aspersions  which,  from  party  motives  had  been  thrown 
upon  his  character.  I  was  at  the  convention  and  it  so  happened 
that  had  I  not  been  there  Mr.  Ashe  would  not  have  been  nomi- 
nated. There  was  a  strange  sort  of  opposition  of  all  kinds  for 
which  I  was  not  prepared.  Some  of  it  proceeding  from  his  rail- 
road bill  of  the  last  session  which  I  could  only  combat  by  point- 
ing to  the  fact  that  every  other  prominent  democrat  in  the 


"James  Fulton  (1826[?]-1865),  assumed  editorial  charge  of  the  Wil- 
mington Journal,  1849,  and  continued  as  senior  editor  until  1865.  The 
Daily  Journal  (Wilmington),  December  16,  1865,  hereinafter  cited  as 
The  Daily  Journal. 

"Thomas  Loring,  very  little  is  known  about  this  man  except  that  he 
was  editor  of  People's  Press  and  Wilmington  Advertiser,  1833-1835.  Philo 
White  started  The  North  Carolina  Standard,  1834;  he  sold  it  to  Thomas 
Loring,  1836,  who  in  turn  sold  it  to  W.  W.  Holden,  1843,  at  which  time 
Loring  began  publishing  the  short-lived  Independent  (Raleigh).  He  was 
back  in  Wilmington  and  editor  of  The  Commercial  (Wilmington),  1846- 
1857 (?).  Clarence  C.  Norton,  The  Democratic  Party  in  Ante-Bellum 
North  Carolina,  1835-1861  (Chapel  Hill:  The  University  of  North  Caro- 
lina Press  [Volume  21,  Numbers  1  and  2  of  The  James  Sprunt  Studies 
in  History  and  Political  Sicence];  1930),  hereinafter  cited  as  Norton, 
Democratic   Party. 

"James  J.  McKay  (1793-1853),  member  of  the  State  Senate  from 
Bladen  County,  1815-1818,  1822,  1826,  1829-1830;  member  of  the  U.S. 
Congress,  1831-1849.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1,303;  Connor, 
Manual,  1913,  507-508. 

"William  S.  Ashe  (1813-1862),  admitted  to  the  bar,  1836;  member  of 
the  State  Senate  from  New  Hanover  County,  1846-1848,  1858;  member 
of  the  U.S.  Congress,  1849-1855;  President  of  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon 
Railroad,  1854-1862.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  491. 
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District — Strange,18  Dobbin,19  and  others  were  equally  pledged 
to  that  policy.  Whatever  may  be  the  final  result,  and  I  believe 
that  the  great  body  of  the  party  will  come  into  the  measure,  its 
immediate  effect  will  be  unfavourable  to  the  election  of  a  Demo- 
cratic Governor,  of  this  I  feel  certain.  Even  in  this  District, 
although  the  mind  of  the  party  accede  to  the  policy,  the  masses 
are  opposed  to  it.  Of  course,  they  will  vote  for  their  candidate, 
but  then  they  tvont  go  it  strong.  In  Edgecomb  very  few  railroad 
men  can  be  found — even  the  state  road  passing  through  that 
county  is  unpopular  and  I  know  that  the  Journal  lost  a  good 
many  subscribers  in  that  county,  on  this  account.  As  for  Lincoln 
and  Mecklenburg,  that's  all  selfishness.  You  know  what  I  think 
of  Walker.20  I  think  him  a  perfect  humbug,  and  as  Sadler21  says, 
a  perfect  dog  to  boot,  so  that  he  goes  for  nothing.  I'm  afraid, 
very  much  afraid  that  this  affair  will  make  a  split  in  the  party — 
it  may  be  a  small  one,  but  anything  is  too  much.  Manly22  will 
be  beat  if  he  runs  again.  They  talk  of  Dobbin  on  our  side. 
Busbee23  has  acted — as  a  man  of  principle  could  not  act.  We, 
editorially  speaking  get  along  satisfactorily  here. 


"Robert  Strange  (1796-1854),  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from 
the  borough  of  Fayetteville,  1821-1823,  1826;  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court, 
1827-1836;  member  of  the  U.S.  Senate,  1836-1840.  Biographical  Directory 
of  Congress,  1,667. 

19James  C.  Dobbin  (1814-1857),  graduate  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  1832;  admitted  to  the  bar,  1835;  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress, 
1845-1847;  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Cumberland  County, 
1848-1852;  Speaker  of  that  body,  1850;  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  1853-1857. 
Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  817. 

20Probably  John  Walker,  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Meck- 
lenburg County,  1840;  member  of  the  State  Senate,  1842-1848,  1854,  1860. 
Connor,  Manual,  1913,  700-701. 

21Unable  to  identify. 

"Charles  Manly  (1795-1871),  graduate  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  1814;  Governor,  1849-1851:  trustee  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  1826-1868.  Grant,  Alumni  History  of  U.N.C.,  410. 

23Perrin  Busbee  (1816-1853),  graduate  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  1837;  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Commons,  1848-1851;  Reporter 
to  the  State  Supreme  Court,  1852-1853.  Grant,  Alumni  History  of  U.N.C., 
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Maria  C.  Reid2*  et  at.  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

G.  F.  College  March  12th  1851 

We  the  undersigned  committie  of  the  Sigourneyan  and  Philo- 
mathesian  Literary  Societies  of  Greensboro.  Female  College — 
have  unanimously  elected  you  to  deliver  an  Address  before  the 
Societies  at  the  Annual  Commencement  of  the  College,  the  first 
week  in  June  next;  and  we  do  most  affectionately  and  with  the 
highest  respect  solicit  you  to  accept  the  invitation.  If  you  will 
be  so  kind  as  to  do  this,  please  give  us  an  answer  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Maria.  C.  Reid  —  Mary.  F.  McDonald25 
Mary.  E.  Beall26  —  Martha.  Clement27 
Martha.  Henderson28  —  Emma.  A.  Hanes29 


24Maria  C.  Reid,  from  Caswell  County,  graduate  of  the  Greensborough 
Female  College,  1851.  Catalogue  of  the  Officers  and  Students  of  Greens- 
borough  Female  College,  for  the  Collegiate  Year,  1860-61  (Greensboro: 
Cole  and  Albright,  at  the  Times  Office,  1861),  5,  hereinafter  cited  as 
Catalogue  of  the  Greensborough  Female  College,  1861. 

25Mary  F.  McDonald,  from  Davidson  County,  undergraduate  at  the 
Greensborough  Female  College,  1852,  but  no  record  that  she  graduated. 
Circular  of  Greensboro'  Female  College,  Greensboro',  North  Carolina,  for 
the  Scholastic  Year  Ending  June  3,  1852.  (Greensboro:  Samuel  W.  James, 
Printer,  1852),  8. 

26Mary  E.  Beall,  from  Davidson  County,  graduate  of  the  Greensborough 
Female  College,  1851.  Catalogue  of  the  Greensborough  Female  College, 
1861,  5. 

"Martha  Clement,  from  Mocksville,  graduate  of  the  Greensborough 
Female  College,  1851.  Catalogue  of  the  Greensborough  Female  College, 
1861,  5. 

28Martha  H.  Henderson,  daughter  of  James  P.  Henderson,  married 
E.  L.  Burney,  October  1,  1851.  The  record  indicates  that  she  did  not 
graduate  from  the  Greensborough  Female  College.  Carolina  Watchman, 
October  16,  1851;  Catalogue  of  the  Greensborough  Female  College,  1861,  5. 

29Emma  A.  Hanes,  from  Fulton,  Davie  County,  graduate  of  the  Greens- 
borough Female  College,  1851,  married  Dr.  William  R.  Sharpe,  November 
25,  1851.  Catalogue  of  the  Greensborough  Female  College,  1861,  5:  Caro- 
lina  Watchman,  December  4,  1851. 
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Sophia  E.  Pearson  to  John  W.  Ellis,  UNC. 

Salisbury  Mar  17th  1851 

1  recivd  your  letter  yesterday  with  which  I  was  very  much 
pleased,  and  glad  to  hear  you  were  well  we  all  have  been  quite 
well  here.  Uncle  Anderson30  and  Aunt  Mary31  were  over  here 
last  week  and  said  they  were  very  well  at  Grandmothers.32 

Mr  Shaver33  received  the  grape  vines  before  the  letters  he 
sent  Ma  one  to  and  planted  the  others  he  will  send  Uncle  An- 
dersons to  him  the  first  opportunity.  The  weather  has  been 
beautiful  here  since  the  first  of  March.  Ma's34  peas  are  the  best 
in  Salisbury  and  are  just  ready  to  bloom  but  the  weather  is  now 
turning  colder  and  they  will  not  grow  so  fast. 

Mr.  Brown35  has  all  of  the  lot  enclosed,  and  will  finish  the  rest 
of  the  work  this  week.  The  corner  lot  is  sowed  in  Oats  and 
Clover.  Ma  thinks  she  will  plant  Cotton  in  the  lot  next  to  Mr 
Craig.36  Mrs  Craig37  has  moved  down  and  we  like  her  very  much. 
We  hear  from  Sister  Sarah  Eliza38  every  two  or  three  weeks  and 
she  is  quite  well,  and  said  that  she  would  like  very  much  to  hear 
from  you.  I  gave  you[r]  message  to  Alice  Jones39  she  did  not 
know  that  her  cousin  was  In  Raleigh  Dr.  Henderson40  Is  ex- 
pected back  with  his  new  wife  some  time  In  April  I  believe 
there  is  to  be  a  great  many  parties  when  they  come.  Dr.  Som- 
merelPs41  little  son  died  last  week  very  sudenly  from  croup.  We 


30Anderson  Ellis. 

"Probably  Mary  Hocht,  from  Lexington,  North  Carolina;  married  to 
Anderson  Ellis;  date  of  marriage  not  found.  Stover  and  Beachem,  Alumni 
Record  of  Gettysburg  College,  494. 

32Judith  Bialey  Ellis. 
33John  I.  Shaver. 
34Elizabeth  Ellis  Pearson. 
85John  D.  Brown. 
3CFrancis  Burton  Craige. 

"Elizabeth  P.  Erwin,  daughter  of  Colonel  James  Erwin  of  Burke  County, 
married  [Francis]  Burton  Craige  on  September  15,  1836.  Raleigh  Register, 
and  North-Carolina  Gazette,  September  27,  1836. 

38Sarah  Eliza  Pearson,  daughter  of  Elizabeth  Ellis  Pearson  and  the 
late  Giles  W.  Pearson,  married  Dr.  Joseph  M.  Reynolds  of  Greensboro, 
Alabama,  December   19,  1850.  Carolina   Watchman,  December  26,   1850. 

39Unable  to  identify. 

40Dr.  Alexander  M.  Henderson  married  Melinda  C.  Wimbish  of  Halifax 
Court  House,  Virginia,  March  13,  1851.  The  Weekly  Raleigh  Register, 
and  North  Carolina  Gazette,  March  26,  1851. 

41Dr.  J.  J.  Summerell  was  associated  with  Dr.  M.  Whitehead  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  Salisbury.  Carolina  Watchman,  January  22,  1847. 
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are  gett[ing]  along  very  well  at  School.  Mr  Morgan42  has  thirty- 
seven  Schollars  and  ten  boarders,  he  has  not  put  us  in  Algebra 
yet.  we  have  holiday  next  Wednesday  In  honor  of  Miss  Char- 
lotte's43 birthday.  The  Fir  tree  looks  very  well  and  the  Cedars  also 
the  Elms  have  not  commenced  puting  out  yet  though  they  look 
like  they  were  alive,  the  Roses  and  flowers  look  very  well  except 
the  double  Hyacinth's  which  have  nearly  all  decayed  in  the 
ground,  Ma  says  that  she  would  be  very  glad  If  you  would  try 
and  bring  her  some  when  you  come  home  she  says  they  have  a 
great  many  beautiful  kinds  at  Judge  Ruflins.44  Crimson,  Pink, 
Blue,  Yealow,  &  White,  are  the  colours,  The  roots  can  be  wraped 
in  paper  and  be  no  trouble  to  bring  as  It  will  be  the  right  time 
to  take  them  up.  Ma  says  that  If  you  can  bring  any  pretty  Roses 
with  you  by  keeping  them  wet  they  will  live,  I  will  give  you  the 
names  of  some.  Cloth  of  Gold,  Solpitare,  Lamarque,  Pactole, 
Bourbon,  Lady  Banks,  Ebene,  and  any  others  that  you  can  get. 
Cousin  Eliza  Adams45  was  hear  last  week  she  said  that  she 
would  start  to  go  to  Georgia  In  a  f  iew  days  she  will  stay  one  day 
In  Rome  and  will  see  little  George  she  said  she  would  be  gone 
about  two  months  and  when  she  gets  home  again  Grandmother 
must  go  to  see  her  and  hear  about  George46  I  hope  you  may  keep 
well  my  dear  uncle  and  enjoy  the  rest  of  you[r]  Circuit  Ma  and 
the  children  join  with  me  in  a  great  deal  of  love  for  you 

Your  Affectionate  Niece 

P.S.  Alice47  says  that  she  would  fill  out  this  page  but  she  has  a 
soar  finger  and  that  you  must  write  to  her  next  time. 


42Gilbert  Morgan  and  his  wife,  Maria,  ran  the  Female  Seminary  in 
Salisbury  at  this  time.  The  proper  name  for  their  school  probably  was 
"The  Salisbury  Female  Academy,"  incorporated  by  the  General  Assembly, 
January  7,  1839.  Carolina  Watchman,  November  13,  1851. 

"Charlotte  E.  Morgan,  daughter  of  Gilbert  Morgan,  married  E.  Dela- 
field  Smith,  Esq.,  Counsellor  at  Law,  of  New  York,  September  18,  1851. 
Carolina  Watchman,  September  18,  1851. 

"Thomas  Ruffin  (1787-1870),  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from 
Hillsboro,  1813,  1815-1816;  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  1825-1828;  Asso- 
ciate Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  North  Carolina,  1829-1833,  1858- 
1860;  Chief  Justice,  1833-1852.  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  446,  448,  737. 

4BElizabth  Adams  married  Thomas  B.  Bose  of  Yadkin  County,  December 
1,  1857.  The  Weekly  Raleigh  Register,  January  20,  1858. 
46Probably  the  son  of  Mary  Ellis  and  George  B.  Douglas. 
47 Alice  Pearson. 
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Virginius  Par  ham*8  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

R.M.  College  April  11th  [1851] 

As  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Franklin  Literary  Society 
of  this  institution  I  take  great  pleasure  in  informing  you  of  your 
election  to  Honorary  Membership  in  the  same.  To  one  so  well 
acquainted  with  the  beneficial  results  of  debating  societies  & 
who  has  himself  in  early  life  been  connected  with  them,  I  deem  it 
unnecessary  to  enumerate  the  objects  of  our  association  or  the 
purposes  for  which  we  were  organized.  Hoping,  Sir,  &  confi- 
dently expecting  an  immediate  acceptance  of  Hon.  Membership. 

Thomas  M.  Oliver  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Raleigh  May  19th  1851 

We  forwarded  you  a  box  by  Major  Lord49  containing  all  your 
clothing  except  your  dress  coat  which  I  could  not  get  ready  in 
time  and  concluded  rather  than  to  detain  the  others  to  forward 
what  was  finished  I  will  take  your  dress  coat  up  with  me  (if  I 
do  not  find  an  opportunity  to  forward  it  to  you  before  without 
expense)  to  Commencement,  and  will  either  hand  it  over  to  you 
should  you  be  there  or  will  send  it  to  you  by  some  friend,  I  hope 
this  will  be  satisfactory. 

L.  H.  Carter50  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Normal  College  N.C. 
Oct  11th  1851 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  I  inform  you  of  your  election  as  an 
honorary  Member  of  the  Hesperian  L — Society  of  Normal  Col- 
lege Hoping  that  you  will  accept. 

48Probably  Edwin  E.  Parham,  from  Virginia,  graduate  of  Randolph- 
Macon  College,  1853.  "Virginius"  was  probably  an  office  or  a  title  held 
in  the  Franklin  Literary  Society.  Richard  Irby,  History  of  Randolph- 
Macon  College,  Virginia  (Richmond,  Virginia:  Whittet  and  Shepperson, 
General  Printers,  189?),  125. 

49John  B.  Lord. 

S0Lewis  H.  Carter,  from  Sampson  County,  Private,  Company  A,  Seventy- 
First  Regiment,  North  Carolina  Infantry.  Moore,  Roster  of  North  Caro- 
lina Troops,  IV,  305. 
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David  S.  Reid  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Raleigh,  Oct:  30,  1851 

I  have  appointed  you  to  hold  a  special  Term  of  the  Superior 
Court  for  Moore  County,  Commencing  on  the  first  monday  in 
December  next.  Your  Commission  will  be  forwarded  to  Graham. 

I  have  nothing  of  particular  interest.  Accept  my  respects  and 
best  wishes.  ; 

John  H.  Mills51  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Wake  Forest  College  N  Ca 
November  1st  1851 

You  have  been  proposed,  and  unanimously  elected  an  Honor- 
ary member  of  the  Euzelian  Society,  and  permission  to  enroll 
your  name,  on  our  books,  is  most  respectfully  solicited. 

Thomas  M.  Oliver  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Raleigh  Novr  15th  1851 

Enclosed  you  will  find  your  act  in  full  with  Oliver  &  Proctor52 
amount  $319  50/100.  I  shall  certainly  leave  here  on  or  before 
the  1st  of  December  next  and  want  to  arrange  as  nearly  as 
possible  our  business  before  my  departure.  I  can  negotiate  here 
a  draft  of  yours  at  90  days  after  date  for  whatever  you  choose  to 
accept  if  it  be  convenient  for  you  to  accept  for  the  whole  amount 
you  can  do  so,  if  not  do  the  verry  best  you  can,  as  you  must  and 
shall  be  accomodated :  please  let  me  hear  from  you  immediately 
after  you  receive  this  letter  as  I  shall  not  remain  verry  long 
after  you  get  it  if  you  do  not  reach  home  before  the  22nd  or 
24th  of  next  month,  November,  whatever  you  accept  for  add 


61John  H.  Mills  (1831-1898),  graduate  of  Wake  Forest  College,  1854; 
president  of  the  Oxford  Female  College,  1858-1866;  editor  of  the  Biblical 
Recorder,  1867- [1872] ;  superintendent  of  the  Oxford  Orphanage,  1873- 
1884;  superintendent  of  the  Baptist  Orphanage,  Thomasville,  1885-1895. 
The  News  and  Observer  (Raleigh),  October  28,  1951,  hereinafter  cited 
as  The  News  and  Observer. 

"Isaac  Proctor. 
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$1.55  to  every  hundred  dollars  as  that  is  the  discount  at  Bank 
on  that  amount  and  it  will  make  every  $101  55/100,  net  $100 
you  can  send  us  an  acceptance  or  rather  authorize  us  to  draw 
for  what  you  think  you  can  pay  and  close  the  ballance  of  act  by 
note  or  due  bill.  The  draft  will  not  be  dated  before  the  later  part 
of  November  hence  it  will  not  fall  due  before  the  last  of  f ebruary, 
or  first  of  March.  Mr  Proctor  desires  me  to  say  that  he  should 
be  glad  to  know  you  continue  to  patronize  him  as  my  successor 
and  that  he  will  endeavor  faithfully  to  serve  you  and  any  in- 
dulgence you  require  extended. 

[P.S.] 

Please  let  me  hear  from  you  immediately,  as  I  must  leave  by  the 

8th  or  10th  of  Deer 


Sophia  E.  Pearson  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Salisbury.   Nov  15  1851 

My  Dear  Uncle 

We  saw  in  the  paper  yesterday,  that  you  had  an  appointment, 
to  a  special  Court  in  Moore,  which  will  prevent  you  from  getting 
home  as  soon  as  we  expected.  A  letter  from  Raleigh  came  for 
you  this  week,  and  thinking  it  might  perhapse  have  some  con- 
nection with  your  appointment,  I  will  inclose  it  in  this  letter. 
Mr  Morgans53  house  caught  fire  thursday  about  one  oclock,  the 
chimney  had  been  burning  nearly  all  day  but  Mrs  Morgan 
thought  it  had  been  put  out,  we  were  reciting  our  Astronomy 
when  one  of  the  girls  ran  in  the  school  room  and  told  Mr  Mor- 
gan, by  the  time  we  were  down  stairs  we  could  see  people  runing 
from  every  direction,  every-one  gave  the  house  up  as  lost,  and 
commenced  to  throw  the  furniture  out  of  the  windows,  but  at 
last  a  free  man  from  Mocksville  got  on  top  of  the  house  and  put 
it  out.  Uncle  Richmond54  has  sold  our  land  to  Mr  Fisher,55  all 
of  it  at  six  dollars  an  acre  excepting  150  acres  which  he  sold  at 
6!/2»  he  has  appointed  the  day  after  Christmas  to  settle  all  the 


KThe  Female  Seminary  run  by  Gilbert  and  Maria  Morgan  caught  fire  on 
November  6,  1851,  the  contents  of  the  building  were  saved,  "Not  an  article 
is  missing,  even  from  a  pupils  toilet,  nor  was  there  much  damage."  Caro- 
lina Watchman,  November  13,  1851. 

"Richmond  M.  Pearson. 

"Charles  F.  Fisher. 
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estate  before  Mr  Davis,56  and  Mr  A  Caldwell.57  Ma58  says  if  you 
see  Colonel  Murchison59  in  Moor,  will  you  ask  him  to  tell  you  all 
he  knows  of  the  property  left  at  Little  River,  Uncle  Richmond 
says  he  has  written  to  him  three  times,  but  did  not  receive  an 
answer.  Henry  Arnold,60  living  about  half-way  between  Moor — 
Court  house  and  Murchison's  Mills,  baught  four  mules  from 
us  and  was  to  pay  for  them  in  logs,  when  he  left  Little  River 
the  logs  had  not  been  delivered.  Will  you  try  and  find  him  and 
learn  who  he  delivered  the  logs  to.  We  have  all  been  very  well, 
excepting  Colds,  Grandmother61  has  had  a  very  bad  Cold  but  is 
now  better,  there  is  some  sickness  among  the  Negroes. 


W.  R.  Pepper62  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Raleigh  Deer  6th  1851 

The  Stage  is  broke  down  and  has  not  passed  through  to  Salis- 
bury the  two  last  trips  and  that  is  the  reason  why  I  have  not 
Sent  you  oysters  before  now  but  as  soon  as  the  Stage  commences 
runing  through  again  I  Shal  commence  Sending  you  oysters  and 
I  Shal  have  two  one  Gallon  cans  made  to  pass  backwards  &  for- 
wards. 


B6Probably  D.  A.  Davis,  resident  of  Salisbury;  delegate  to  the  Rail  Road 
Convention  from  Rowan  County  meeting  in  Charlotte,  April  27,  1847, 
"for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  Charleston  and  Camden  Rail  Road 
towards  the  rich  vallies  of  the  Yadkin  and  Catawba  Rivers."  Carolina 
Watchman,  April  2,  1847. 

"Archibald  H.  Caldwell  (1822-1861),  graduate  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  1841;  lawyer;  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Rowan 
County,  1850,  1854.  Grant,  Alumni  History  of  U.N.C.,  93. 

""Elizabeth  Ellis  Pearson. 

59Colonel  Alexander  Murchison,  planter;  member  of  the  State  Senate 
from  Cumberland  County,  1848,  1852.  Colonel  Murchison's  plantation 
was  on  Hector's  Creek,  which  rises  in  southwestern  Harnett,  flows  south 
on  the  Moore — Cumberland  county  line  and  empties  into  Little  River. 
Connor,  Manual,  1913,  578.  He  was  President  of  the  Cape  Fear  and  Deep 
River  Navigation  Company,  1853.  Semi-Weekly  North  Carolina  Standard, 
March  12,  1853. 

60Henry  Arnold,  farmer  in  Moore  County.  Seventh  Census  of  the  United 
States,  1850,  Moore  County. 
^Judith  Bailey  Ellis. 

^In  1870,  a  W.  R.  Pepper  ran  a  saloon  in  Raleigh,  located  on  Wilming- 
ton Street  near  Hargett  Street.  This  is  probably  the  same  person  who 
wrote  the  letter  in  1851.  J.  H.  Chataigne,  Raleigh  City  Directory  (Raleigh: 
compiled  and  published  by  J.  H.  Chataigne,  1875-1876),  100. 
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John  H.  Wheeler  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Beattiesford  N  C  6th  Dec  '51 

I  received  last  mail  your  kind  letter  of  the  2nd  (postmarked 
the  5th)  and  I  assure  you  that  it  was  most  welcome. 

Your  too  favourable  estimate  of  my  labours  in  the  historic 
field  are  appreciated  with  deepest  gratitude.  Similar  letters 
from  every  portion  of  our  country,  and  the  most  favourable 
notices  by  the  press  of  all  parties  and  sects  assure  me  that  my 
work  has  been  received,  as  it  was  intended — an  oblation  of  grati- 
tude and  patriotism  to  a  State,  that  had  so  much  to  be  proud  of, 
and  of  which  so  little  had  been  given  to  the  world. 

These  kind  acknowledgements  alone  amply  repay  me  for 
years  of  toil,  and  nights  of  painful  research.  While  the  simple 
record  of  naked  truth  to  the  minds  and  hearts  of  our  own  sons, 
presents  glowing  memorials  of  patriotism,  indomitable  courage 
and  [heroic]  daring,  the  rest  of  our  country  are  astounded  that 
so  unpretending  a  State  should  possess  such  memorials.  I  reed 
a  letter  of  congratulation  from  John  F  Watson63  Esq  the  An- 
nalist of  Pen.  in  which  he  expresses  his  surprize  that  "the  first 
blood  of  the  Colonists  was  proved  to  have  been  spilled  in  your 
quiet  state  in  1771  by  the  Royal  Troops,  and  that  Independence 
was  declared  in  N.C.  in  1775 1" 

Edwd  D  Ingraham,64  an  eminent  Lawyer  of  Phila,  (himself 
an  Author  of  much  merit  and  research,  writes  to  me,  under 
date  24  Nov 

"I  have  carefully  read  your  work  with  great  intent  and  pleas- 
ure, and  certainly  with  much  advantage.  You  have  collected  a 
mass  of  most  useful  and  valuable  matter." 

Our  friend  R  M  Saunders65  expresses  himself  gratified  and 
surprized  and  says  "It  is  a  work  of  great  value  and  places  us  all 
under  great  obligations.  As  one  I  feel  proud  to  call  its  author 
my  friend.  This  is  the  opinion  of  others  expressed  to  me,  whose 
opinions  are  worth  having."   He  declares  that  "the  chapter  on 


^John  Fanning  Watson  (1779-1860). 

"Edward  Duncan  Ingraham  (1793-1854). 

65Romulus  Mitchell  Saunders  (1791-1867),  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Nash- 
ville, Tennessee,  1812;  began  practice  in  Milton,  North  Carolina,  in  the 
same  year;  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Caswell  County,  1815, 
1817,  1819,  1850-1852;  trustee  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  1819- 
1864;  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress,  1821-1827,  1841-1845;  Attorney  Gen- 
eral of  the  State,  1828-1831;  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  1835-1840, 
1852-1867.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1,563-1,564. 
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Rowan  if  nothing  else  was  in  the  work  is  worth  the  price  charged 
for  it." 

You  have  seen  the  opinions  of  the  Press — Intelligencer,  Union, 
Pennsylvanian,  Register  etc66  Even  Hale67  who  never  spoke  of 
me  with  even  decent  respect,  in  his  Journal  acknowledges  that 
it  is  work  which  will,  in  future  time  be  referred  to  as  authority 
for  facts.  This  admission  could  only  be  wrung  from  him,  by  the 
force  of  its  justice  and  truth. 

You  saw  Holden's68  article — I  must  say  that  I  felt  disap- 
pointed in  it.  He  stated  that  "it  was  careless  in  style  and  not  the 
best  taste  sometimes  displayed" 

As  to  the  style,  he  personally,  has  over  and  over  again  extolled 
it  to  me,  when  reading  it  in  MS.S,  and  as  taste  is  so  much  a  mat- 
ter of  fancy,  I  felt,  that  I  did  not  deserve  such  a  remark  from 
him.  Had  Gales69  and  Hale  abused  my  work,  he  would  have 
defended  it.  But  I  must  bear  patiently.  I  have  both  in  my  pre- 
face and  preoration  acknowledged  that  "it  contained  errors, 
ommissions  and  imperfections"  and  relied  on  the  kindness  of 
my  countrymen. 

But  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  whole  of  a  large  edition 
(10,000)  is  exhausted,  or  nearly  so,  so  that  but  few  will  be  left 
but  for  subscribers. 

I  have  ordered  500  copies  to  be  shipped  to  your  town,  and 
when  they  arrive,  I  shall  send  an  Agent  to  deliver  them  to  sub- 
scribers. Ask  Col°  Austin70  to  write  me  the  exact  number  needed 


^Morning  Pennsylvanian  (Philadelphia),  Philadelphia  Daily  Register, 
National  Intelligencer  (Washington,  D.C.),  Washington  Union  (Wash- 
ington, D.C.). 

67Edward  Jones  Hale  (1802-1883),  purchased  the  Carolina  Observer, 
1825,  continued  its  publication  under  the  name  of  Fayetteville  Observer 
until  1865,  established  the  publishing  house  of  E.  J.  Hale  and  Sons,  in 
New  York,  1866.  Ashe,  Biographical  History,  VIII,  179-184. 

^William  W.  Holden  (1818-1892),  admitted  to  the  bar,  1841;  became 
editor  of  the  North  Carolina  Standard,  1843;  lost  the  Democratic  nomina- 
tion for  Governor  to  John  H.  Ellis,  1858;  public  printer,  1854-1860,  1862- 
1864;  Governor,  1865,  1868-1870;  impeached  for  high  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanors, 1870,  found  guilty  and  removed  from  office,  1871.  Ashe,  Bio- 
graphical History,  III,  184-206. 

69Seaton  Gales  (1828-1878),  editor  of  the  Raleigh  Register,  1848-1856; 
became  associated  with  the  North  Carolina  Bank,  rose  to  the  rank  of 
Major  in  the  Confederate  Army,  secretary  of  the  North  Carolina  Home 
Insurance  Company,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina.  Robert  Neal  Elliott,  Jr., 
"The  Raleigh  Register,  1799-1863"  (unpublished  Ph.  D.  dissertation,  Uni- 
versity of  North  Carolina,  Chapel  Hill,  1953.  Typescript  copy  in  the 
Library   of   the   University   of   North    Carolina,    Chapel    Hill),    154-176. 

70Probably  Dr.  Benjamin  J.  Austin,  co-editor  of  the  Western  Carolinian, 
1838-1840.  Guion  G.  Johnson,  Ante-Bellum  North  Carolina,  A  Social  His- 
tory (Chapel  Hill:  The  University  of  North  Carolina  Press,  1937),  770, 
hereinafter  cited  as  Johnson,  Ante-Bellum  North  Carolina. 
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for  Rowan.  Other  points  must  be  supplied  from  this  deposit 
at  your  place 

You  wish  to  know  "the  incidents  connected  with  my  stay  in 
Phild.,  literary,  political  or  miscellaneous. " 

I  was  so  constantly  engaged  for  the  two  months  with  proof 
readers,  printers  and  books,  that  I  had  not  a  single  evening  to 
myself  (except  Sundays,  and  not  an  hour  in  the  day.  At  exactly 
7  every  evening,  my  proof  reader  came  to  my  rooms  with  three 
forms — 1,  copy  2d  revised  proof,  3d  signature  proof,  each  form 
had  25  pages.  So  you  may  suppose  the  midnight  lamp  often 
found  me  at  work.  This  intense  labour  had  nearly  killed  me. 
Mr  Bancroft71  assures  me  that  he  has  often  been  more  than  6 
months  getting  out  the  same  material  in  amount.  Mr  Sully72  in 
a  late  letter  to  Ellen73  "I  assume  that  such  labour  tasked  your 
husband  to  the  extent  of  his  abilities.  One  week  more  of  such 
labour  must  have  laid  him  up,"  But  it  is  all  over,  and  of  the 
offspring  of  the  brain  like  the  body  it  may  be  said  that  the 
parent  may  suffer  in  travail,  but  will  rejoice  "that  a  man  is 
born  into  the  world"  To  follow  the  metaphor,  as  to  this  bantling 
from  its  conception  to  its  birth  you  have  been  a  kind  and 
sympathizing  friend;  and  I  hope  that  you  will  stand  at  the 
baptismal  font  as  a  sponsor  and  guard  and  defend  from  the 
attacks  of  "the  world,  flesh,  and  the  Devil" 

I  am  glad  that  Wily's74  work  has  met  with  success.  Its  merits 
deserve  it  for  it  is  an  excellent  production,  and  calculated  to  do 
much  good.  It  is  rather  superior  for  its  object,  a  school  book; 
and  not  sufficiently  dignified  for  History.  Yet  it  must  do  much 
good  and  I  wish  it  great  success  both  on  account  of  its  merits 
and  the  amiable  Author. 

I  should  however  mention  that  while  in  Phila,  I  was  called 
upon  by  Hon  Chs  J.  Ingersoll,75  with  whom  I  dined  at  his  country 


"George  Bancroft  (1800-1891),  historian,  writer,  diplomat.  Dictionary 
American  Biography,  I,  564. 

"Thomas  Sully  (1783-1872),  of  Philadelphia,  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished portrait  painters  of  the  time.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography, 
XVIII,  202-204. 

"Ellen  O.  Sully  (1816-1896),  from  Philadelphia,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Sully,  artist,  married  John  H.  Wheeler,  November  8,  1838.  Raleigh  Reg- 
ister, and  North-Carolina  Gazette,  November  12,  1838. 

"Calvin  H.  Wiley. 

"Charles  J.  Ingersoll  (1782-1862),  lawyer;  member  of  the  U.S.  Con- 
gress, 1813-1815,  1841-1849;  U.S.  District  Attorney  for  Pennsylvania, 
1815-1829.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1,104-1,105. 
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seat.  He  aided  me  most  kindly,  with  his  criticism  and  library, 
He  assures  me  that  "he  devoured  my  work"  Indeed  Phila  with 
its  literati,  its  libraries,  and  "all  its  appliances  and  means  to 
boot"  for  information,  is  the  center  of  our  Continent.  No  matter 
on  what  point  your  mind  is  turned,  no  matter  what  subject  you 
wish  investigated,  there  you  can  be  satisfied  and  improved. 
Gov  Branch,76  Judge  Donnell77  and  Wm  B  Shepard78  also  called 
to  see  my  labours,  and  expressed  great  interest. 

Col.  Forney79  I  saw  sometimes.  I  am  glad  he  is  elected  Clerk 
of  the  House.  He  is  a  Bayard  "without  fear  or  reproach."  Mr 
Buchanan80  I  also  met.  He  wrote  to  me  that  "he  was  highly 
gratified  as  well  as  instructed  by  my  work." 

I  understand  that  some  of  our  friends  are  sporting  in  beauty 
in  Charlotte.  Ellen  is  now  there,  and  will  give  me  all  the  news 
when  she  returns. 

Well  my  sheet  is  done,  and  I  hope  that  your  fondness  for  long 
letters  is  gratified.  I  pray  you  excuse  the  seeming  egotism  of 
this,  but  to  a  friend  so  long  tried  and  sincere,  I  feel  that  it  will 
not  be  repulsive.  Write  by  return  post.  My  regards  to  Craig81 
and  A  Henderson.82 


Calvin  H.  Wiley  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Greensboro,  Dec.  9th  1851 

I  have  had  directed  to  you,  at  Salisbury,  500  copies  of  the 
N.C.  Reader.  Of  course  you  are  not  considered  an  agent;  but  I 
wished  the  general  agent,  at  Salisbury,  to  be  selected  by  you. 


76John  Branch  (1782-1863),  graduate  of  the  University  of  North  Caro- 
lina, 1801;  member  of  the  State  Senate  from  Halifax  County,  1811,  1813- 
1817,  1822;  Governor,  1817-1820;  member  of  the  U.S.  Senate,  1823-1829; 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  1829-1831;  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress,  1831- 
1833;  Governor  of  Florida,  1844-1845.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress, 
588-589. 

"John  R.  Donnell  (1789-1864),  graduate  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  1807;  lawyer;  State  Solicitor,  1815-1819;  Judge  of  the  Superior 
Court,  1819-1836.  Grant,  Alumni  History  of  U.N.C.,  167. 

"William  B.  Shepard  (1799-1852),  banker;  member  of  the  U.S.  Con- 
gress, 1829-1836;  member  of  the  State  Senate  from  Pasquotank  County, 
1838-1840,   1848-1850.   Biographical   Directory   of   Congress,   1,591. 

7BJohn  W.  Forney  (1817-1881),  journalist,  Clerk  of  the  U.S.  Congress, 
1851-1856.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  VI,  526-527. 

80James  Buchanan  (1791-1868),  President  of  the  United  States,  1857- 
1861.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  618. 

"Francis  Burton  Craige. 

"Archibald  Henderson  II. 
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Accept  a  copy  of  the  book  as  a  token  of  my  esteem;  &  have  one 
presented  in  my  name,  to  the  "Watchman."83 

The  500  copies  are  for  Rowan,  Davie,  &  Iredell ;  &  I  wish  you 
to  have  them  deposited  with  some  responsible,  intelligent  person, 
who  will  sell  himself,  &  send  off  copies  to  the  proper  points. 
I  allow  cost  of  freight  &  20  per  cent,  on  sales  to  the  general 
agent,  20  per  cent,  in  all,  for  agencies ;  &  the  general  agent  can 
make  his  own  terms  with  his  agents. 

The  Superintendents  of  Common  Schools,  for  Rockingham,84 
have  unanimously  recommended  my  book  to  be  used  in  the  free- 
schools  of  the  County;  &  to  give  effect  to  this  recommendation 
have  themselves  agreed  to  order  a  supply.  What  says  Rowan? 
Guilford  will  certainly  so  act.  I  hope  to  have  ready,  by  Spring, 
a  Primer,  Spelling  Book,  &  Juvenile  Reader,  all  of  a  Carolina-ish 
character,  &  also  a  revised  edition  of  the  N.C.  Reader;  &  if  the 
Superintendents  of  any  County  will  order  8  times  as  many  of 
each  as  there  are  school  districts  in  the  County  they  shall  have 
them  thus  5c-15c-25c  &  65cts. — 1.20  for  the  set:  &  if  30  counties 
so  act  the  price  will  be  one  dollar  the  series.  The  first  price 
indicated  will  be  the  highest  if  8  copies  to  the  district  are  or- 
dered; but  at  least  8  must  be  ordered  for  each  district,  &  then 
I  will  make  little.  At  a  dollar  for  my  Reader  I  make  little,  Such 
is  the  cost  of  selling. 

All  the  Colleges  have  cordially  recommended  my  Reader. 


[John  H.  Wheeler]  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Beattiesford  N  C 
14  Dec  51 

Your  kind  favour  came  to  hand  last  mail.  It  affords  me  much 
satisfaction  to  relieve  the  tedium  of  your  pursuits  as  well  as  the 
quiet  routine  of  a  country  life,  by  corresponding  with  you. 

I  have  received  a  long  and  rather  kind  letter  from  Holden85 
on  the  subject  of  his  editorial  on  my  work.  He  still  contends 
per  his  opinion,  at  variance  with  the  united  voice  of  the  con- 
temporary notices  of  the  press,  and  the  opinion  of  those,  whose 
business  of  life  has  been  with  books,  and  literature.    These 


^Carolina  Watchman. 
84Probably  John  L.  Lesueur. 
^William  W.  Holden. 
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Raleigh  people  believe  that  "no  good  can  come  out  of  Nazareth," 
and  unless  a  man  resides  in  the  city  of  Oaks,  it  is  prima  facie 
evidence  that  he  neither  has  merit,  wit,  genius  or  labour.  His 
article  is  in  his  paper  of  the  19th  Nov,  and  pronounces  with  great 
complacency  that  my  work  "in  style  is  in  many  instances  defec- 
tive, and  in  some  respect  the  best  taste  has  not  been  displayed." 

The  true  secret  is  that  the  National  Intelligencer  and  the 
Register  had  praised  my  work  [in]  eulogistic  terms;  Holden 
never  will  follow  their  lead.  He  is  so  bedizened  with  the  mist 
and  colouring  of  politics  that  he  cannot  with  unblenched  eye 
discover  the  virtues  and  merits  of  a  political  opponent.  This 
may  do  for  a  political  journalist  but  for  one  who  writes  for 
posterity  it  would  be  most  suicidal  to  the  very  object  of  History. 
"Nothing  extenuate  or  set  down  aught  in  malice"  Removed 
from  the  exciting  pursuits  of  politics — the  world  of  politicians 
forgetting,  and  by  them,  too,  forgot,  I  felt,  in  writing  my  History, 
as  a  son  would  sketching  the  biography  of  a  beloved  mother. 
Every  son  of  that  mother,  as  a  kind  brother,  and  her  fame  and 
her  honor  the  object  of  my  pen.  Whether  I  have  succeeded,  time 
will  prove.  Forney86  in  the  Pennsylvania  noting  my  work,  says 
that  "This  work  places  North  Carolina  on  high  grounds."  But 
enough  of  this.  One  benefit  will  grow  out  of  my  labours.  It  will 
inspire  other  pens  and  more  elevated  minds,  to  examine  the 
glorious  past,  with  the  records  glowing  with  incidents  of  chiv- 
alry and  courage,  and  present  to  the  world  much  now  unknown. 
I  am  advised  that  our  friend  Saunders,87  in  his  old  age  is  busy 
preparing  a  work  "On  the  men  of  Mecklenburg  in  1775."  Many 
counties  in  New  York  have  whole  volumes  written  upon  the 
history  of  one  county.  Cannot  you  be  induced  to  take  Rowan 
and  give  in  minute  detail,  and  graphic  delineation  the  lives  and 
the  doings  of  her  illustrious  sons.  This  will  afford  you  a  beauti- 
ful and  delightful  recreation,  and  render  essential  service  to 
your  country. 

I  wonder  that  you  should  ever  doubted  as  to  the  word  "un- 
blenched" as  inscribed  on  Mr  Henderson's88  monument.  Not 
only  does  Shakespeare,  as  you  say  use  it,  (and  he  is  not  the  best 
authority,)   but  Milton,  whose  prose  writings  are  not  only  re- 


86John  W.  Forney. 

87Romulus  M.  Saunders. 

88Archibald  Henderson  (1768-1822),  lawyer;  member  of  the  U.S.  Con- 
gress, 1799-1803;  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  the  borough  of 
Salisbury,  1807-1809,  1814-1816,  1819-1820.  Biographical  Directory  of 
Congress,  1,039. 
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garded  as  standard  English,  as  his  poetry  is  divine,  often  uses 
it.  You  will  find  it  in  Johnson  and  Walker's89  English  Dictionary 
combinded  (Boston  Ed.  1833)  and  means  unconfounded,  un- 
blinded. 

Baily90  uses  blench  (the  best  dictionary  of  our  language)  to 
sin,  to  fear,  when  quoting  Blench.  He  does  not  use  the  privative 
unblench. 

By  the  Scotch  law  "To  hold  land  in  blench"  is  to  hold  land  by 
payment  of  a  penny,  a  rose  or  a  pair  of  gilt  spurs.  (See  Baily's 
Dictionary)  Mrs  Wheeler91  has  returned  from  Charlotte.  The 
fair  Plead  has  scorned  to  shine  in  that  region ;  but  like  the  wan- 
dering dove  was  flying  from  scene  to  scene  until  some  kind  Noah 
offers  the  welcome  ark.  She  will  in  her  wanderings  spend  the 
Holy  days  in  the  romantic  retreats  of  Ellagowan — so  she  prom- 
ises. No  satellite  attends  this  bright  star,  except  some  whose 
light  like  that  reflected  upon  the  "icicle  that  curded  by  the  frost 
from  purest  snow  and  hangs  on  Dian's  Temple,"  neither  feeling 
its  warmth  or  returning  its  iffulgence. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  have  you  spend  a  few  days  in  the  Christmas 
with  us.  I  can  show  you  the  best  collection  of  works  and  authori- 
ties upon  our  early  History  on  this  side  of  the  water. 

You  know  that  I  am  badly  posted  up  as  to  politics.  I  prefer 
however  either  Douglass92  or  Buchanan,93  to  Cass.94  He  has  had 
a  fair  race,  and  was  distanced.  As  the  rising  Star  of  Douglass 
will  dim  his  prospects,  Buchanan  may  be  the  man.  He  however 
has  strong  opposition  in  his  own  State.  The  Whig  party  is  dead 
and  "nil  mortuis  nisi  bonum" 

I  have  been  reading  Garland's95  life  of  Randolph  It  is  the 
best  biography  since  Boswell's.  Have  you  seen  it?  Mrs  W  re- 
spects.  My  regards  to  Craig96  and  Henderson.97 


89Samuel  Johnson  and  John  Walker. 

90Nathan  Bailey. 

^Ellen  Sully  Wheeler. 

92Stephen  A.  Douglas  (1813-1861),  member  of  Congress  from  Illinois, 
1843-1847;  member  of  the  Senate,  1847-1861;  unsuccessful  candidate  for 
the  nomination  for  President  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  1852,  1856,  nomi- 
nated for  President,  1860,  but  received  only  12  electoral  votes.  Biographi- 
cal Directory  of  Congress,  826. 

93James  Buchanan. 

84Lewis  Cass  (1782-1866),  Secretary  of  War,  1831-1836;  member  of 
the  U.S.  Senate  from  Michigan,  1845-1848,  1849-1857;  Secretary  of  State, 
1857-1860.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  672. 

95Hugh  A.  Garland,  wrote  The  Life  of  John  Randolph  of  Roanoke  (New 
York:  D.  Appleton  and  Company;  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania:  G.S.  Ap- 
pleton,  2  volumes,  1850). 

9<iFrancis  Burton  Craige. 

97Archibald  Henderson  II. 
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John  H.  Wheeler  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Beattiesford  NC 
31  Dec  51 

Yours  of  27th  inst.  postmarked  30th  is  received. 

You  are  correct  in  your  position  that  a  man's  friends  are 
given  him  to  be  used  else  he  had  as  well  have  none.  This  is  what 
I  call,  sound  logic. 

I  will  cheerfully  comply  with  your  request  as  to  the  subject 
matter  alluded  to,  and  will  finish  it  by  the  time  required,  enclose 
it  to  you,  unless  you  wish  it  forwarded  direct  to  New  York.  In 
that  event,  be  pleased  to  send  me  the  letter  of  Mr  Livingston98 
making  the  requisition.  In  your  reply  to  him,  you  can  say  so, 
and  refer  him  to  my  work  which  forms  a  data  of  facts  alone,  but 
which  amplified  would  furnish  the  desired  article. 

I  have  had  a  similar  requisition  from  a  distinguished  Historian 
of  New  York,  Benson  J.  Lossing,"  author  of  "the  Biographies 
of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence"  and  other 
works,  for  sketches  of  the  lives  and  character  of  the  "men  of 
Mecklenburg  in  1775."  He  says  that  he  was  induced  to  write 
to  me  by  the  suggestion  of  Hon  D  L  Swain,  as  the  only  person 
in  N.  C.  who  could  or  would  undertake  this  patriotic  effort  to 
rescue  from  corroding  tooth  of  time  their  valour  and  sacrafices. 
I  sent  him  the  autograps  of  Waighstill  Avery,100  John  McKnitt 


88John  Livingston,  lawyer;  head  of  the  office  of  the  U.S.  Monthly  Law 
Magazine,  had  sent  Ellis  on  December  20,  1851,  a  form  letter  requesting 
a  "memoir  and  daguerreotype"  of  himself  to  be  included  in  a  "biographical 
work"  of  "eminent  living  jurists."  No  such  sketch  of  Ellis  can  be  found 
in  any  of  Livingston's  works.  Livingston,  Law  Register,  i-xii. 

"Benson  John  Lossing  (1813-1891),  Biographical  Sketches  of  the  Signers 
of  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence:  the  Declaration  Historically 
Considered;  and  a  sketch  of  the  leading  events  connected  with  the 
adoption  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation  and  of  the  Federal  Constitution 
(New  York:  G.  F.  Cooledge  and' Brother,  1848). 

100Waightstill  Avery  (1741-1821),  graduate  of  Princeton  (then  called 
the  College  of  New  Jersey),  1766;  moved  to  North  Carolina,  1769;  Revolu- 
tionary patriot;  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Mecklenburg  Declaration  of 
Independence,  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  1777,  1782-1785,  1793; 
first  Attorney  General,  1777-1779;  member  of  the  State  Senate,  1796. 
Ashe,  Biographical  History,  VII,  1-5. 
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Alexander,101  Thomas  Polk,102  John  Phifer,103  William  Graham104 
and  some  others.  But  I  had  neither  time,  nor  material  to  dis- 
charge the  heavy  requisition  of  their  biographies.  In  this  letter 
he  says  (and  his  opinion  is  worthy  [of]  something)  "In  the 
name  of  future  historians  and  of  posterity  allow  me  to  thank 
you,  for  the  result  of  your  patience,  perserving  industry  as 
exhibited  in  your  Historical  Sketches  of  No.  Ca.  Deep  is  the 
debt  of  gratitude  due  by  the  nation  and  your  own  fellow  citizens 
for  this  rescuing  from  oblivion  and  placing  on  record  such  a  vast 
amount  of  local  history  such  as  the  general  Historian  is  prone 
to  overlook." 

Gov.  Swain  in  a  letter  of  24  inst  communicates  the  following 
from  his  correspondence. 

"I  have  Col.  Wheeler's  valuable  work.  He  deserves  great 
praize  for  his  industry,  in  quarring  out  such  a  vast  amount  of 
local  material  invaluable  to  the  future  philosphic  historians." 

With  such  golden  opinions,  the  unbought  and  unpurchasable 
tributes  of  disinterested  genius,  I  can  afford  to  look  down  with 
contempt  upon  the  illiberal  and  partizan  carpings  of  Ned  Hale105 
et  id  omne  genus; 

I  acknowledge  in  my  preface  (XXII  page)  as  well  as  in  my 
conclusion  (page  469)  that  my  work  contains  "errors,  omissions 
and  imperfections"  The  field  was  so  large,  the  produce  so  scat- 
tered, and  some  nearly  lost  by  the  dust  of  age,  that  this  was  to 
be  expected.  But  the  "mens  conscin  aecti"  assures  me  that  fifty 
years  labour  in  other  fields  (political  or  otherwise)  has  never 
accomplished,  the  substantial  harvest,  that  has  been  gained  up 
for  our  beloved  State.  Its  effects  will  be  seen  when  you  and  I 
are  under  the  clods  of  the  valley.  Already  they  are  felt,  by 
exerting  abroad  the  intelligent  and  patriotic  to  know  more  of 

101  John  McKnitt  Alexander  (1733-1817),  one  of  the  signers  of  the 
Mecklenburg  Declaration  of  Independence;  member  of  the  State  Senate, 
1777.  Ashe,  Biographical  History,  I,  42-45. 

102Thomas  Polk  (?-1793),  member  of  the  Provincial  Assembly,  1769; 
one  of  the  signers  of  the  Mecklenburg  Declaration  of  Independence;  Colonel 
in  the  Revolution.  Ashe,  Biographical  History,  V,  316-321. 

103John  Phifer  (1747-1778),  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Mecklenburg 
Declaration  of  Independence.  William  Henry  Hoyt  (ed.),  The  Papers  of 
Archibald  D.  Murphey  (Raleigh:  North  Carolina  Historical  Commission 
[State  Department  of  Archives  and  History],  2  volumes,  1914),  II,  202. 

""William  Graham  (1740-1818),  farmer;  delegate  to  the  Mecklenburg 
Convention  of  May,  1775,  and  one  of  the  signers.  George  W.  Graham, 
The  Mecklenburg  Declaration  of  Independence,  May  20,  1775,  and  Lives 
of  its  Signers  (New  York  and  Washington,  D.C.:  The  Neale  Publishing 
Company,  1905),  123,  hereinafter  cited  as  Graham,  The  Mecklenburg  Dec- 
laration of  Independence. 

105Edward  Jones  Hale. 
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a  State  and  her  sons,  when  early  record  was  unknown  and  which 
is  so  redolent  with  rare  and  rich  fragrance. 

I  enclose  an  article  of  Hale's  as  to  the  Sketch  of  Gov.  More- 
head.106  It  is  utterly  false  that  any  unkind  feeling  exists  between 
us.  Whatever  may  have  existed  has  passed  away  with  the  ex- 
citement it  occasioned.  I  showed  Gov  Morehead  in  person,  the 
Sketch  and  he  was  pleased.  The  libel  which  he  perpetrates  in 
dragging  from  "the  kennel  of  forgotten  calumny"  the  State 
charge  that  I  was  under  Morehead's  administration  "near  being 
sued  for  a  deficiency  in  my  accounts  as  Treasurer,"  shall  not 
pass  unpunished.  There  was,  you  know  no  deficiency  in  my 
accounts.  I  paid  Page107  upon  a  legal  warrant.  The  illegal  pay- 
ment was  made  by  Maj.  Hinton.108  The  most  conclusive  evi- 
dence, that  my  accounts  as  Treasurer  were  all  correct  and  no 
deficiency,  is  proved  by  the  fact,  that  the  Legislature  of  1846, 
see  page  refunded,  on  motion  of  the  Finance  Committee  (by 
none  of  my  friends,  but  by  a  Whig  Legislature)  monies  to  me, 
being  amount  over  paid  by  me  as  Public  Treasurer.  I  submit 
the  question  to  you  as  a  friend,  and  to  B.  Craig109  as  counsel  if 
I  shall  not  hand  the  libeller  with  a  mark?  Return  the  enclosed, 
which  with  this  letter,  you  are  at  liberty,  if  you  please,  to  show 
Mr  Craig. 

The  extreem  cold  weather,  at  first;  and  the  stormy  weather 
since,  has  prevented  our  Holydays  from  being  enlivened  by 
some  expected  friends.  But  like  the  bright  flowers,  they  will 
come  on  the  Spring.  The  favourite  colour  of  Napolean  was 
violet.  During  his  exile  to  Elba,  and  while  the  Boubons  held 
the  unstable  throne  in  Paris,  the  deep  feeling  of  the  populace, 
and  their  abiding  devotion  to  this  Corsican  was  shown  by  their 
violet  coloured  scarfs,  ribbons,  gloves,  et  cet.  Even  some  shops 
had  the  violet  in  the  windows  with  the  motto,  "Revenir  en 
printemps."  To  dedicate  in  sentiment,  so  devoid  of  overt  treason, 
yet  so  dangerous  to  the  power  of  the  Bourbon. 

"Canemur  puello  maj  ore."  the  loss  of  the  National  Library  is 


1(MiJohn  Motley  Morehead  (1796-1866),  graduate  of  the  University  of 
North  Carolina,  1817;  lawyer;  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from 
Guilford  County,  1826-1827,  1858;  Governor,  1841-1845;  member  of  the 
State  Senate,  1860;  member  of  the  Confederate  Congress,  1861.  Grant, 
Alumni  History  of  U.N.C.,  441.  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  633. 

107Rufus  H.  Page,  from  Wake  County,  Secretary  of  State,  1859-1862. 
Connor,  Manual,  1913,  441. 

108Charles  L.  Hinton,  State  Treasurer,  1839-1843,  1845-1852.  Connor, 
Manual,  1913,  442. 

109Francis  Burton  Craige. 
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a  irreparable  misfortune.  The  bust  of  Jefferson  by  Houdon110 
perfect  a  master  piece  of  art,  is  lost,  as  also  that  of  Lafayette 
by  David.111  These,  as  well  as  the  original  portraits  of  Columbus, 
DeKalb,  Steuben  and  others  can  never  be  repaired.  I  have  often 
gazed  with  unalloyed  pleasure  of  these  specimens  of  genius,  and 
deeply  mourn  their  distruction. 

The  Kossuth112  feeling  seems  contagious.  Even  my  friend  Geo 
Bancroft  seems  to  have  forgotten  his  proverbial  caution  and 
yankee  coldness,  and  presided  at  a  meeting  to  aid  the  noble 
Hungarian  in  his  efforts  to  save  his  devoted  countrymen.  Kos- 
suth seems  to  be  filled  with  only  one  great  idea — the  liberty  of 
his  country.   May  he  be  successful! 

As  to  President,  the  rising  star  of  Douglass113  dims  that  of 
Cass114  and  rivals  that  of  Buchanan.115  United  we  are  successful. 
You  are  in  error  if  you  suppose  that  your  letters  are  unwelcome 
or  a  tax  to  Yours  Sincerely. 

P.S.  I  wrote  to  Mr  A  C  Jones  to  use  the  columns  of  the  Watch- 
man116 preferring  this  to  the  Standard117  in  this  issue,  to  defend 
my  work  from  the  attacks  of  Hale.  Can  you  use  any  influence 
on  the  Editor?  I  shall  hope  to  hear  from  you  by  return  mail.  Is 
Mr.  Craig  in  town  If  so  ask  him  to  answer  my  last  letter. 

William  W.  Holden  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Raleigh,  Jan.  8,  1852 

Yours  of  the  9th  December  came  duly  to  hand.  I  was  glad 
to  hear  from  you,  and  would  have  replied  ere  this,  but  for  the 
pressure  of  numberless  engagements. 

Politically,   things  are  going  on  handsomely.    The   Slavery 

110Jean  Antoine  Houdon  (1740-1828),  sculptor,  did  statues  of  George 
Washington,  1785-1788,  and  other  eminent  people  of  the  day.  Appleton's 
Cyclopaedia  of  American  Biography,  III,  270. 

mProbably  Pierre  Jean  David,  called  David  <T  Angers,  (1789-1856), 
French  sculptor.  Clarence  L.  Barnhart,  The  New  Century  Cyclopaedia 
of  Names  (New  York:  Appleton-Century-Crofts,  Inc.,  3  volumes,  1954), 
I,  1,201,  hereinafter  cited  as  Barnhart,  Century  Cyclopedia  of  Names. 

112Lajos  Kossuth  (1802-1894),  Hungarian  patriot  and  statesman;  mem- 
ber of  the  Hungarian  Diet,  1847;  Minister  of  Finance,  1848;  went  into 
exile,  1849;  traveled  in  the  United  States  after  1851,  being  well  received 
by  the  people  here.  Parke  Godwin,  Commemorative  Addresses  (New  York: 
Harper  and  Brothers,  1895),  107-146. 

"'Stephen  A.  Douglas. 

114Lewis  Cass. 

"Mames  Buchanan. 

116Carolina  Watchman. 

^Weekly  North  Carolina  Standard. 
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question  I  regard  as  settled,  but  we  have  gained  and  will  gain, 
in  the  long  run,  by  our  Southern  Rights,  or  rather  State's  Rights 
position,  which  grew  out  of  it.  Strong  government,  and  no  mu- 
nicipal or  State's  rights,  means,  in  Austria,  absoluteism — here 
it  means  consolidation.  The  old  fashioned  Democratic  Republi- 
cans of  1798-'99,  have  been,  and  their  successors  are  now,  the 
saviors  of  the  public  liberties  and  of  the  Union.  When  I  say  I 
regard  the  slavery  question  as  settled,  I  only  mean  to  say  that 
the  "Compromise"  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  finality.  I  agree  with 
you  that  the  agitation  will  be  revived,  and  that  Slavery  is,  in 
all  probability,  a  doomed  institution.  Should  this  turn  out  to 
be  the  case,  the  Southern  people  will  have  themselves  to  blame 
for  the  result. 

Your  allusion  to  our  friend  Wheeler's118  book  is  received  in 
the  best  possible  spirit.  The  truth  is,  I  had  no  idea  that  the 
little  criticism  I  indulged  in  would  be  particularly  noticed,  or 
that  Wheeler  would  complain.  He  has  done  so,  however,  in  strong 
terms.  His  book  has  merits,  and  is  valuable — it  ought  to  be  in 
the  hands  of  every  North  Carolinian.  This  I  said  in  the  article 
referred  to,  for  the  twentieth  time ;  but  then  you  know  there  is 
something  due  to  the  Press,  as  well  as  to  History.  It  is  inaccurate 
in  style,  much  of  it  in  bad  taste,  and  but  little  good  grammar 
in  it.  I  spoke  of  all  this  tenderly,  and  with  no  disposition  to 
mortify  his  feelings  or  to  injure  the  sale  of  his  work.  It  is  use- 
less for  me  to  attempt  to  point  out  to  you  the  defects  of  the 
work — you  have  no  doubt  observed  them.  I  hope  the  Colonel 
will  realize  a  handsome  sum  from  his  labours,  and  that  he  will 
receive  all  the  credit  he  deserves  as  an  author. 

I  should  like  very  much  to  have  a  long  chat  with  you,  but  I 
suppose  you  will  not  be  here  until  the  Spring. 

We  shall  have  a  warm  but  decisive  contest  next  Summer.  We 
shall  no  doubt  get  the  Legislature  and  the  Governor,  and  then 
a  hard  struggle  for  Senator.  Who  he  will  be  it  is  difficult  to 
predict,  but  my  opinion  is  that  Old  Hunkerism  will  not  "come  it." 
This  is  between  us.  I  should  like  to  see  you  in  the  Senate,  but 
more  of  this  hereafter. 


'John  H.  Wheeler. 
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John  H.  Wheeler  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Beattiesford  11th  Jan  52 

Yours  of  3d  inst  was  only  reed  on  yesterday,  when  I  arrived 
from  Morganton  whither  I  had  been  to  consecrate  the  Masonic 
Edifice  and  instal  the  officers,  as  Past  Grand  Master  of  N.C. 

I  give  the  sketch  the  duration  desired  and  hope  that  it  will 
please  you.  Your  immediate  monography  from  the  fact  that 
you  are  still  young,  as  you  say  "cannot  afford  many  incidents  of 
interest,,,  I  have  therefore  prepared  it  with  an  accurate  Chrono- 
logical History  of  the  Bench  of  N.C.  from  its  earliest  day  to 
the  present.  To  the  general  reader  and  inquiring  mind,  this 
may  be  of  interest.  This  is  appropriate  too  to  the  object  of  the 
Sketch. 

I  believe  that  I  have  drawn  a  faithful  portrait  of  my  subject. 
The  strong  points  of  feature  have  been  seized — such  as  your 
early  education  among  the  people,  sustained  by  them,  and  sym- 
pathizing with  the  deep  pulsations  of  the  popular  heart.  The 
objection  as  to  youth,  is  rebutted  by  many  illustrious  examples 
of  more  important  trusts  being  confided  to  yet  younger  hands. 
The  allusion  to  your  late  sainted  wife119  may  not  suit  your  taste. 
But  I  felt  as  I  wrote.  See  to  the  date  of  your  marriage,  and 
insert  the  date  of  her  death. 

As  to  the  matter  of  the  Libel  of  Hale,120  I  shall  submit  it  to 
Caldwell121  &  Hoke122  this  week  at  Lincolnton.  If  they  advise  a 
prosecution,  it  shall  be  done.  Surely  there  should  even  in  the 
laws  of  party  spirit,  some  period  when  the  statute  of  aim  as  to 
the  malignity  of  envy  shall  run  and  it  shall  come  to  persue  the 
innocent.  I  shall  rest  uneasy  in  my  grave  [if]  some  after  day, 
some  may  say  to  one  of  my  sons,  "Your  father  was  charged  by 
a  responsible  Editor  in  the  public  press  with  "near  being  sued 
for  his  deficiency  in  his  accounts  as  Treasurer,"  and  he  submit- 
ted to  the  odium  with  passive  acquiescence. 

119Mary  White  Ellis. 

120Edward  Jones  Hale. 

121David  Franklin  Caldwell  (1791-1867),  admitted  to  the  bar,  1815; 
member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Iredell  County,  1816-1819;  from 
the  borough  of  Salisbury,  1825;  member  of  the  State  Senate  from  Rowan 
County,  1829-1831;  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  1844-1859.  Pulaski 
Cowper,  "David  Franklin  Caldwell,"  Wake  Forest  Student,  XV,  (January, 
1896),  149-157. 

322 John  Franklin  Hoke  (1820-1888),  graduate  University  of  North  Caro- 
lina, 1841;  member  of  the  State  Senate,  1850-1856;  member  of  the  House 
of  Commons  from  Lincoln  County,  1860-1861,  1865-1866;  Captain  in  the 
Mexican  War;  appointed  Adjutant  General  of  North  Carolina  at  the  out- 
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W.  W.  Avery123  thinks  an  action  for  libel  would  not  be  unless 
some  act  of  malfeasance  was  directly  charged,  and  Judge  Saund- 
ers124 advises  that  the  course  of  Cooper125  towards  the  press  was 
ill-advised,  and  "to  treat  Hale's  petty  malice  with  contempt." 

Gov.  Swain126  says  "their  frequent  attacks  may  affect  the  sale 
of  the  work  to  some  extent,  tho  not  injuriously."  The  point,  as 
to  the  libel,  was  not  submitted  to  him. 

A  correction  of  errors,  and  fair  and  legitimate  criticism,  is 
always  just  and  will  be,  by  me  most  humble  submitted  to.  I 
receive  from  every  portion  of  our  State,  every  mail  letters  of 
the  most  flattering  character — and  valuable  additions  of  ms.s 
that  long  slumbered  in  some  forgotten  nook  of  family  desks. 

Not  only  from  our  own  State,  but  from  the  literati  of  other 
States  do  these  contributions  come.  From  Rt  Revd  Henry  Onder- 
donk,127  Jamaica  Long  Island  himself  an  author,  and  personally 
unknown  by  me,  last  mail  I  received  a  letter  dated  24  ulto.  in 
which  he  says 

I  have  just  been  looking  over  your  History  of  North  Carolina 
and  I  cannot  resist  the  pleasure  of  communicating  to  you,  the  deep 
satisfaction  I  have  felt  in  persusing  it,  as  I  have  done  page  by  page, 
and  I  congratulate  you  on  the  manner  in  which  you  have  accom- 
plished so  Herculean  a  task.  You  have  formed  a  model  for  future 
works  upon  State  History.  All  students  of  American  History 
must  be  thankful  that  your  life  has  been  spared  to  arrange  so  vast 
an  amount  of  materials  ilustrative  of  a  State  but  little  known 
before,  and  presented  to  the  world  in  so  finished  a  State.  They 
have  the  charms  of  Romance  and  the  value  of  History.  Roanoke, 
Alamance,  and  Mecklenburg  will  in  future  be  "as  familiar  as 
Household  words"  on  our  tongues,  or  as  welcome  to  every  lover  of 
Liberty,  as  Plymouth,  Saratoga  and  Bunker  Hill. 

Such,  my  esteemed  friend,  will  you  would  say  amply  outweigh 
the  miserable  contemptible  efforts  of  party  press.  The  fling  of 
Hale  at  the  memory  of  Charles  Fisher  must  excite  indignation 

break  of  the  Civil  War  serving  until  July  10,  1861,  at  which  time  he  was 
elected  Colonel  of  the  Thirteenth  (later  Twenty-Third)  North  Carolina 
Volunteers,  and  commanded  the  regiment  until  May  10,  1862;  elected 
Colonel  of  the  Seventy-Fourth  Regiment,  Second  Senior  Reserves,  1864. 
J.  G.  Roulhac  Hamilton,  The  Papers  of  William  Alexander  Graham  (Ra- 
leigh: State  Department  of  Archives  and  History,  4  volumes,  1957-1961), 
III,  321,  hereinafter  cited  as  Hamilton,  Graham  Papers. 

123William  Waightstill  Avery. 

124Romulus  Mitchell  Saunders. 

125Unable  to  identify. 

126David  L.  Swain. 

127Henry  U.  Onderdonk  (1789-1858),  oustanding  theological  scholar; 
Assistant  Bishop  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  Pennsylvania, 
1827-1836;  Bishop,  1836-1844;  suspended  by  the  House  of  Bishops,  1844- 
1856;  restored  to  the  active  ministry,  1856.  Dictionary  of  American  Bi- 
ography, XIV,  40-41. 
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in  every  bosom.   Saunders  and  myself  are  fair  game,  but  not  to 
be  hunted  down  by  such  vile  curs  of  party. 

I  give  you  full  liberty  to  alter,  in  any  way  the  enclosed — and 
to  say  to  Mr.  Livingston128  to  send  to  me  a  copy  of  the  work 
when  it  is  published.  Send  to  me  his  acknowledgment  of  the 
Sketch — as  perhaps  he  will  give  some  opinion  of  it  and  my  work 
which  he  will  find  at  Putnam's  Broadway,  New  York.  If  all 
sold,  send  to  Lippencott,  Grambo  &  Co.  Phila.  I  beg  that  you  will 
keep  up  a  regular  weekly  letter.  Your  letters  afford  me  much 
satisfaction  and  I  must  be  much  overcome  by  business  not 
promptly  to  reply. 

I  learn  from  Charlotte  that  a  "maid  of  the  mist"  appeared  at 
a  late  fancy  ball,  and  the  fair  cloud  gathered  many  admiring 
nebulae  around  it.  This  cloud  may  refresh  your  journey  of  life, 
if  you  desire.   Mrs.  W.129  sends  her  regards. 


William  W.  Holden  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Raleigh,  Jany.  26,  1852. 

Yours  of  the  12th  has  been  duly  received.  You  ask  whether 
it  is  not  best  to  postpone  asking  for  the  State's  subscription 
to  the  N.  C.  Road  until  after  the  election.  I  think  so,  decidedly. 
Some  difficulty  may  arise;  and  even  if  there  should  be  none, 
there  are  some  in  our  ranks  who  are  so  hostile  to  the  Road 
that  the  bare  act  by  the  Governor  of  Subscribing,  will  either 
render  them  lukewarm  or  array  them  against  him.  By  all 
means  let  it  be  postponed. 

I  concur  with  you,  most  heartily,  in  your  Kossuth130  views. 
I  dislike  the  manner  in  which  the  Abolitionists  cling  about 
him,  but  he  is  not  to  blame  for  that.  He  has  no  part  nor  lot 
with  them,  having  emphatically  repudiated  all  connexion  with 
parties  or  sects.  The  truth  is,  the  Seward131  gang  is  the  smartest 
gang  North — that's  the  secret.  They  got  the  start  in  New  York, 
and  they  seem  likely  to  hold  it.  And  "Gov.  Seward"  is  a  great 


128John  Livingston. 

129Ellen  Sully  Wheeler. 

130Lajos  Kossuth. 

131William  Henry  Seward  (1801-1872),  admitted  to  the  bar  in  New  York, 
1823;  Governor  of  New  York,  1838-1842;  member  of  the  U.S.  Senate 
from  New  York,  1849-1861;  secretary  of  State  1861-1869.  Biographical 
Directory  of  Congress,  1,583. 
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man  in  Washington  City.  Cass,132  Houston,133  Badger,134  and 
others  are  on  the  best  terms  with  him;  and,  after  all,  they 
abuse  him  only  in  the  abstract.  If  he  be  indeed  what  they  say 
he  is,  he  ought  to  be  avoided  and  treated  personally  as  an  in- 
cendiary and  scoundrel.  But  Kossuth — what  an  Orator!  How 
the  heart  leaps  and  the  blood  tingles  under  the  influence  of  his 
rich  and  lofty  tones!  More  than  any  man,  living  or  dead,  does 
he  fill  my  idea  of  Genius.  God  prosper  his  cause — no  other  power 
can! 

Douglas135  is  constanly  gaining  ground.  He  is  the  strongest 
man  in  some  localities,  while  in  nearly  all  portions  of  the  coun- 
try he  is  the  second  choice  after  either  Cass  or  Buchanan;136 
and  this  latter  presents  him  in  his  most  dangerous  attitude 
towards  other  aspirants.  The  nomination  lies  between  him  and 
Buchanan. 

I  was  in  dead  earnest  in  regard  to  the  Senatorship.  Mr. 
Dobbin137  will  be  held  up  to  succeed  Reid138  as  Governor;  and 
Reid  may  succeed  Badger  in  the  Senate,  but  next  time  will  be 
the  great  struggle,  and  some  new  man  will,  in  all  probability, 
be  brought  out  and  elected  after  a  long  fight  among  the  most 
prominant  aspirants.  I  believe  you  present  more  elements  of 
strength  than  any  other  young  or  new  man;  and  hence  I  wrote 
you  as  I  did.  I  think  we  shall  have  to  call  on  Jno.  Hoke139 
after  Dobbin  serves  his  four  years  as  Governor ;  but  Mr.  Dobbin 
may  desire  to  be  Senator,  and  if  he  should,  he  will  stand  a 
strong  chance  for  the  nomination.  I  think  he  will  be  here  next 
Winter  as  Senator  from  his  County.  Your  present  position  is 
certainly  a  safe  and  no  doubt  an  agreable  one — if  you  are 
patient  you  will  go  up  higher  on  the  Bench;  but  I  would  not 
advise  you  to  leave  it  for  any  political  office  of  less  dignity  or 
importance  than  the  Senatorship. 


132Lewis  Cass. 

183George  Smith  Houston  (1808-1879),  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress  from 
Alabama,  1841-1849,  1851-1861;  Governor  of  Alabama,  1874-1878.  Bio- 
graphical  Directory  of  Congress,  1,079. 

134George  Edmund  Badger  (1795-1866),  admitted  to  the  bar,  1814; 
member  of  House  of  Commons  from  New  Bern,  1816;  Judge  of  North 
Carolina  Superior  Court,  1820-1825;  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  1841;  mem- 
ber of  the  U.S.  Senate,  1846-1855;  returned  to  practice  law,  member  of 
the  State  Convention,  1861.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  501. 

"'Stephen  A.  Douglas. 

136James  Buchanan. 

137James  C.  Dobbin. 

,38David  S.  Reid. 

mJohn  Franklin  Hoke. 
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Bragg140  and  Biggs141  are  both  here,  looking  well;  and 
McRae142  and  Strange143  have  just  left.  By  the  way,  we  had  a 
scene  here  a  short  time  since.  Syd.  Smith,144  of  Chatham — 
formerly  of  Orange — was  here,  drunk,  and  attended  the  Gov- 
ernor's Levee.  For  some  cause  or  other  he  has  a  spite  against 
W.  H.  Haywood,  Jr.;  and  during  the  Levee  he  attempted  to 
pull  Haywood's  nose.  He  was  quickly  "hustled"  out.  Haywood 
bore  it  very  well;  but  for  a  day  or  two  after  Smith  went  about 
swearing  he  would  whip  Haywood,  and  speaking  of  him  as 
a  scoundrel,  &c.  Haywood  got  a  stick  and  went  to  look  for  him, 
and  at  Yarborughs145  his  son  Edward146  joined  him.  While 
standing  in  Yarborughs  piazza  or  portico,  Smith  came  out  and 
advanced  towards  Haywood.  Some  words  passed,  when  Hay- 
wood struck  him  with  his  stick,  and  his  son  Edward  pushing 
him  aside,  collared  Smith,  threw  him  down,  and  choked  him. 
Smith  was  then  about  half  drunk,  and  had  been  so  for  a  week. 
He  was  not  hurt.  His  friends  came  for  him  and  took  him  home. 

The  Governor's  Levee  went  off  remarkable  well.  Every  one 
was  pleased.  He  had  a  fine  band  of  Music,  and  dancing  till 
two  o'clock. 

John  H.  Wheeler  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Beattiesford  NC 
2nd  Feb  52. 

Yours  of  25th  ulto  is  before  me.  Knowing  you  as  I  do,  I 
could  never  charge  you  with  neglect  or  remissness.  Your  delay 
in  reply  was  correctly  attributed  by  me  to  your  absence. 

You  say  that  you  hope  to  see  me  in  the  next  General  Assem- 

140Thomas  Bragg. 

141Asa  Biggs. 

142Duncan  Kirkland  McRae  (1820-1888),  member  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons from  Cumberland  County,  1842;  American  Consul  to  Paris,  1853- 
1857;  ran  independently,  but  unsuccessfully  for  Governor  in  opposition 
to  John  W.  Ellis  in  1858;  appointed  Colonel  of  the  Fifth  North  Carolina 
Regiment  in  1861  by  Governor  Ellis.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography, 
164-165. 

143Robert  Strange. 

144Sydney  Smith,  lawyer;  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Orange 
County,  1846.  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  741. 

145Yarborough  House  (1852-1928),  was  the  center  of  both  political  and 
social  life  in  the  State  as  well  as  Raleigh  for  many  years.  Edwin  Marshall 
Yarborough  was  the  first  proprietor.  The  News  and  Observer,  July  8,  1928. 

148Edward  G.  Haywood,  from  Wake  County,  Colonel,  Seventh  Regiment, 
North  Carolina  Infantry.  Moore,  Roster  of  North  Carolina  Troops,  I,  237. 
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bly.  That  body  is  always  an  important  to  the  weal  of  the 
country,  but  the  next  session  exceeds  any  that  has  occured  for 
many  years,  or  will  occur  for  the  next  quarter  of  a  century. 

Many  friends  have  expressed  the  same  wishes  as  regards 
myself  that  your  kindness  has. 

Capt.  Hoke147  has  the  field,  and  is  disposed  to  keep  it — like 
a  good  soldier,  as  he  is.  Our  friend  Lander148  also  has  "an 
itching  palm."  My  idea  was  as  Reinhardt149  declines,  to  be 
taken  up  by  Catawba,  as  it  matters  but  little  where  the  resi- 
dence of  the  member  may  be,  and  let  Hoke  and  Lander  contend 
for  the  seat  in  the  Senate.  I  prefer  the  House  of  Commons. 
Craig150  has  much  influence  in  Catawba,  and  has  been  a  good 
and  true  friend  to  me;  I  have  with  infinite  labour,  from  the 
official  reports  of  the  State  Treasurey,  and  the  Census  return, 
made  accurate  tables,  by  which  I  can  show  to  a  mathematical 
demonstration,  that  this  section  now  having  only  one  Senator, 
can  have  three,  and  four  commoners  as  it  now  has.  But  the 
approach  of  all  wooers  to  either  sex  is  alike.  Caution,  diffidence 
and  apparant  apathy  is  proper.  Tho'  Hudehas151  lays  down 
a  different  rule. 

"Honor,  is  like  a  widow,  won 

By  brisk  attempt  and  putting  on." 

If  you  would  drop  a  hint  to  Andrew  H.  Shufford152  it  would 
do  much  good. 

I  was  at  Charlotte  last  week.  The  mist  had  gone.  I  had  pur- 
posed to  bring  it  to  enliven  the  banks  of  the  Catawba.  You 
may  realize  the  truth  of  the  old  maxim  "Faint  heart  &c"  Yet 
I  would  advise  no  letters.  They  are  dangerous.  If  you  could 
make  it  convenient  to  visit  Charleston  the  matter  could  be 
fixed.  I  am  certain  unless  she  has  altered  much,  you  are  her 


147John  Franklin  Hoke. 

148William  Lander  (1817-1868),  lawyer;  member  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons from  Lincoln  County,  1852;  member  of  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion, 1861 ;  member  of  the  Confederate  States  Congress,  1862-1864.  Sherrill, 
Lincoln  County,  199-200;  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  887. 

149Franklin  D.  Reinhardt,  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Lin- 
coln County,  1844-1850 ;  member  of  the  State  Senate,  1858.  Connor,  Manual, 
1913,  686. 

150Francis  Burton  Craige. 

151Hudibras — Satirical  poem  in  nine  cantos  by  Samuel  Butler,  directed 
against  the  Puritans,  published  in  three  parts  (1663-1678) ;  so  called  from 
the  name  of  its  hero,  who  is  a  Presbyterian  country  justice.  Barnhart, 
Century  Cyclopedia  of  Names,  II,  2,071. 

162Andrew  H.  Shuford. 
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beau  ideal.  But  a  few  near  and  new  associates  make  changes. 

I  thank  you  for  your  kind  invitation  to  come  to  your  court. 
But  my  correspondence,  my  business  and  farm  make  remorse- 
less demands  on  all  my  time. 

My  work  still  advances  in  public  estimation.  A  letter  from 
Hon  George  Bancroft  dated  New  York — but  I  enclose  the  ex- 
tract which  have  published  in  the  Watchman.153  They  will 
materialy  aid  Sloan154 — add  an  article  of  your  own.  You  see 
that  you  do  not  make  much  out  of  me  by  your  taxation — but 
your  idea  is  "what  is  man's  friends  good  for,  if  not  to  be  used?" 

My  publishers  Lippencott  &  co  write  me  that  every  copy  is 
gone  of  the  Edition,  some  to  France,  others  to  England,  and 
every  portion  of  the  South  west. 

Mrs.  W155  and  the  young  Democrats  reciprocate  your  kind 
respects. 

My  regards  to  Craig156  and  Henderson.157 


John  H.  Wheeler  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Beattiesford  NC  5  Feb  '52. 

Yours  of  the  1st  int.  is  in  error  as  to  your  signature  enclosed 
in  your  former  favour:  It  is  now  (the  paper)  is  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Gov.  Swain.158 

I  hope  that  you  will  not  forget  to  take  your  interleaved 
copy  of  my  History  with  you  on  your  circuit  and  fill  up  as 
occasion  may  require.  Let  me  hear  from  you  often  on  your 
circuit,  and  tell  me  at  what  points  my  answer  shall  be  directed. 

I  regret  that  my  business  compels  me  to  remain  at  home 
and  denies  me  the  pleasure  of  visiting  Salisbury  at  your  court, 
this  week.  I  trust  our  Democracy  will  be  united  and  the  next 
Legislature  will  be  of  the  right  hue.  It  is  the  most  important 
that  will  occur  again  for  20  years.  The  Senatorial  Districts  are 
to  be  fixed  for  that  period,  and  the  Congressional  for  the  next 
decade,  and  a  Senator  to  elect.  Who  is  spoken  of,  of  our  line 


153 Carolina  Watchman. 
154Unable  to  identify. 
155Ellen  Sully  Wheeler. 
156Francis  Burton  Craige. 
^Archibald  Henderson  II. 
W8David  L.  Swain. 
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for  this  high  office?  Did  you  drop  a  line  to  A.  H.  Shufford?159 
He  is  active,  noisy  and  can  do  more  for  others  than  for  himself. 
My  whole  Household  salute  you. 


William  W.  Holden  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Raleigh,  June  16,  1852. 

I  found  your  kind  and  interesting  letter  among  others  on 
my  return  from  Baltimore.  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  list  of 
Subscribers  sent.  I  have  forwarded  the  papers,  and  herewith 
enclose  your  recpts  in  each  case. 

We  had  a  stormy  time  and  a  glorious  issue  at  Baltimore.  It 
would  be  impossible,  in  the  limits  of  a  letter,  to  give  you  any 
idea  of  the  scenes.  They  were  worthy,  in  every  respect  of  the 
"unterrified  and  unconquerable  Democracy."  Our  Delegation 
went  first,  of  course,  for  Buchanan,160  and  afterwards  Dick,161 
Caldwell,162  Wheeler,163  McRae,164  and  myself  did  all  we  could 
for  Douglas,165  aided  in  a  way  by  Saunders166  and  Dobbin;167 
but  we  found  the  combinations  too  strong  for  the  present 
against  the  "little  Giant."  Venable168  made  himself  conspicuous 
in  our  Delegation  by  his  opposition  to  Douglas — he  poisoned 
the  minds  of  several  of  our  friends,  by  his  one-sided  statements, 
against  him.  But  the  "new  man"  only  awaits  the  current  of 
four  years — as  that  presses  into  an  ebbtide  he  will  roll  in  on 
the  flood.  Pierce's169  location  is  the  best  possible  on  that  account 


159Andrew  H.  Shuford. 
160James  Buchanan. 


1<31Robert  P.  Dick  (1823-1898),  graduate  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  1843;  admitted  to  the  bar,  1845;  delegate  to  the  Democratic 
National  Convention  at  Baltimore,  1852;  U.S.  District  Attorney,  1853- 
1861;  Associate  Justice  of  the  North  Carolina  Supreme  Court,  1868-1872; 
Judge  of  the  U.S.  District  Court  for  the  Western  District  of  North  Caro- 
lina, 1872-1898.  Charlotte  Observer,  September  14,  1898. 

162Green  W.  Caldwell. 

163John  H.  Wheeler. 

164Duncan  R.  McRae. 

"'Stephen  A.  Douglas. 

166Romulus  M.  Saunders. 

"7James  C.  Dobbin. 

168 Abraham  W.  Venable  (1799-1876),  admitted  to  the  bar,  1821;  member 
of  Congress,  1847-1853;  delegate  to  the  Provisional  Confederate  Congress, 
1861;  member  of  the  Confederate  Congress,  1862-1864.  Biographical  Di- 
rectory of  Congress,  1,753. 

189Franklin  Pierce  (1804-1869),  President  of  the  United  States,  1853- 
1857.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1,457. 
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— next  time  the  great  valley  of  the  Mississippi  will  be  heard, 
and  who  but  Douglas  will  tower  then  as  now  above  all  com- 
petitors in  that  noble  region?  Let  Douglas,  therefore,  "suffer 
and  be  strong." 

I  know  you  will  be  pleased,  with  the  platform.  The  nomina- 
tion for  President  was  made  about  two  o'clock  on  Saturday, 
amid  wild  excitement;  an  adjournment  then  took  place  to  4, 
when  the  Vice  President  was  nominated;170  and  then  at  about 
5  we  had  the  platform.  It  was  read  in  a  clear,  loud  voice  by 
B.  B.  French,171  and  when  he  came  to  the  Slavery  portion  the 
hurrahs  were  tremendous  and  long-continued.  That  portion 
was  called  for  again,  again  read,  and  then  again  we  had  the 
same  end  cries  of  gratification  and  Joy.  Gen  Saunders  then 
moved  the  "previous  question" — it  was  put  and  carried;  and 
then  the  vote  was  taken  on  the  Resolutions  en  masse.  The  ayes 
were  "like  the  sound  of  many  waters,"  and  there  were  eight 
or  ten  noes  from  among  the  Ohio  Delegation,  which  occasioned 
general  laughter.  I  write  you  this  particularly,  because  efforts 
are  being  made  by  the  freesoil  and  NY  presses  to  produce  the 
impression  that  the  Resolutions  were  not  adopted.  These  presses 
know  they  are  lying  in  making  these  efforts. 

I  can  now  assure  you,  as  a  friend  and  as  a  lover  of  the  Union 
and  the  rights  of  the  States,  that,  so  far  as  I  could  Judge — 
and  I  observed  closely  and  heard  a  great  deal — the  vast  ma- 
jority of  the  Democracy  of  the  free  States  are  sound  upon  the 
fugitive-slave  law.  I  talked  with  the  New  Hampshire,  Connecti- 
cut, and  Pennsylvania  Delegates;  and  they  assured  me  they 
were  in  favour  of  giving  us  all  our  Constitutional  rights;  and 
having  fought  down  the  Freesoilers  at  home,  they  demanded 
as  a  measure  of  protection  to  themselves  at  home  that  the 
fugitive-slave  laws  should  be  endorsed. 

I  heard  Soule172  and  Wise.173  The  former  is  a  most  accom- 
plished orator,  and  the  latter  is  a  genius  and  talks  like  a 
thunderstorm,  when  fully  aroused. 


170Franklin  Pierce  for  President,  William  R.  King  for  Vice  President. 

171Benjamin  B.  French,  of  New  Hampshire,  clerk  of  the  U.S.  Congress, 
1845-1849.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  141-145. 

172Pierre  Soule,  (1801-1870),  from  New  Orleans,  lawyer;  member  of  the 
U.S.  Senate  from  Louisiana,  1847,  1849-1853;  Minister  to  Spain,  1853-1855. 
Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1,632. 

173Henry  A.  Wise  (1806-1876),  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress  from  Vir- 
ginia, 1833-1844;  Minister  to  Brazil,  1844-1847;  Governor  of  Virginia, 
1856-1860.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1,838. 
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I  heard  from  our  friend  Reid174  at  Elzabethtown.  He  was  in 
good  spirits;  but  we  shall  have  to  work,  or  rather  J  shall,  as 
in  1850.  The  Feds  are  making  desperate  efforts  and  will  resort 
to  all  kinds  of  rascalites;  but  the  people — the  farmers  are  fine, 
and  they  are  the  men  whose  votes  tell  at  the  ballot  box. 

But  I  tire  you  with  all  this.  You  will  be  here  in  July,  when 
I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you;  and  in  the  meantime 
I  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  you.  Mrs.  H.175  and  family  are 
all  well;  and  we  hope  soon  to  get  into  our  new  Democratic 
house,  where  I  hope,  time  and  again,  to  have  the  pleasure  of 
your  company. 


Philo  White  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Racine  [Wisconsin]  24th,  Deer.  1852. 

Your  letter  of  6th  ult.  from  Concord,  would  have  been 
answered  earlier,  but  for  my  absence  from  home.  I  have  been 
to  the  State  of  Iowa,  to  close  up  the  portion  of  my  deceased 
Brother's  estate  that  I  found  there:  And  I  was  called  to  Madi- 
son, the  seat  of  our  State  government,  as  a  member  of  the 
Presidential  Electoral  College, — a  pamphlet  copy  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  which,  I  have  forwarded  to  you.  From  these  pro- 
ceedings, you  may  form  some  idea  of  the  annihilating  drubbing 
we  have  given  that  pestilent  party  yclep'd  "free-soilers"  in 
Wisconsin.  I  was  a  candidate  on  the  Democratic  Electoral  Ticket 
for  more  than  one  year,  and  spent  nearly  the  entire  period  in 
canvassing  this  District,  and  the  State  generally:  The  result 
is  a  splendid  triumph  for  our  Democracy;  and  this  formerly 
"infected"  district,  is  redeemed  forever  from  fanaticism  and 
federalism ! — and  I'm  content. 

I  visit  Madison  again,  at  the  beginning  of  the  session  of 
the  Legislature;  and  shall  then  start  on  South,  via  Whitestown, 
New  York  City  &c.  on  my  way  to  Mobile,  &c.  to  close  up  my 
brother's  Estate  there,  during  the  coming  season,  if  practicable. 
Mrs.  White176  will  accompany  me  to  Salisbury,  and  probably 
to  Mobile,  New  Orleans  &c. 


174David  S.  Reid. 

175Ann  Augusta  Young,  married  William  W.  Holden  November  3,  1841; 
she  died  June  20,  1852.  Raleigh  Register,  and  North-Carolina  Gazette, 
November  5,  1841,  and  The  Weekly  Raleigh  Register,  June  23,  1852. 

176Nancy  R.  White. 
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On  my  return,  I  communicated  with  Mr.  S.  B.  Scott,  at  Ken- 
osha, whom  I  do  not  know  personally,  and  who  informed  it 
was  requisite  he  should  procure  certain  papers  from  Canada, 
before  he  could  pay  the  $200  for  the  manumission  of  "Morris," 
your  fugitive  slave.  But  I  now  have  a  letter  from  Scott,  saying 
he  is  now  "in  receipt  of  the  papers"  in  question  and  will  come 
to  Racine  "the  coming  week,"  if  his  health  will  permit.  It  looks 
to  me  as  tho'  there  was  some  little  manoeuvring  on  Scott's  part 
about  this  matter:  Some  "under-ground"  mystery  hangs  over 
his  actions;  He  has  procured  persons  to  speak  with  me  on  the 
subject,  aside  from  writing  me  two  or  three  letters  about  it. — 
But  if  he  comes  here,  and  pays  the  $200,  I  shall  hand  him 
your  Deed  of  Manumission,  and  add  to  it,  under  your  power 
of  atty'  whatever  may  be  deemed  requisite  to  make  it  conform 
to  the  statutes  binding  in  this  state. 

It  is  really  deplorable,  that  the  Democrats  cannot  act  har- 
moniously in  your  Legislature,  in  the  election  of  a  United 
States  Senator.  And  the  worst  feature  in  the  difficulty,  is  the 
"bolt,"  on  the  part  of  some  of  them,  from  the  regular  nomina- 
tion! Now,  had  you  assented  to  the  use  of  your  name,  in  the 
first  instance,  the  scandal  of  this  schism  in  our  party  in  your 
Legislature,  might  have  been  obviated, — perhaps.  I  trust,  how- 
ever, a  Democratic  Senator  will  have  been  elected  previously 
to  the  adjournment.  If  not,  will  not  somebody  in  our  ranks 
have  to  shoulder  a  heavy  responsibility? — and  share  the  fate 
of  poor  Haywood?  (Wm.  H.  Jr.) — That  is,  lose  cast  in  the 
party,  ever  afterward?  Dobbin1,11  would  add  a  freshness  and 
a  brilliancy  to  your  Delegation  in  the  Senate,  that  the  good 
old  State  very  much  stands  in  need  of.  Would  he  be  induced  to 
vote  for  himself,  if  that  vote  only  would  secure  his  election? 
I  hope  for  the  best. 

Evening: — Mr.  Scott's  lawyer  just  called  on  me,  and  we  have 
consummated  the  matter  of  the  manumission  of  your  late  slave 
"Morris."  He  has  paid  me  $200,  which  I  enclose  to  you  herewith, 
in  my  check  on  the  Bank  of  America  in  New  York  City,  and 
have  handed  him  the  Deed  of  manumission.  The  only  signature 
he  required  from  me,  was  that  to  a  receipt  for  the  consideration 
money  named  in  the  Deed  of  Manumission. — $200. — he  remark- 
ing, like  a  sensible  man,  that  any  form  of  an  Instrument  of  this 
nature  that  was  valid  in  North  Carolina,  would  be  equally  so 


7James  C.  Dobbin. 
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here,  as  no  bond-man,  until  freed,  could  be  a  citizen  out  of  the 
State  where  his  owner  resided, — that  is,  not  in  accordance  with 
the  United  States  laws.  And  yet  this  lawyer  has  been  a  "free- 
soiler,"  having  "bolted"  our  party  along  with  Van  Buren  & 
Co.178  in  1848, — altho'  this  year  he  returned  to  the  faith  again, 
and  voted  for  Pierce,  as  did  most  of  the  Van  Buren  bolters ! 

Mrs.  White  joins  me  in  affectionate  regards  to  yourself,  and 
to  your  sister  and  family,  and  other  relatives.  We  trust  we 
shall  meet  you  at  home,  when  we  visit  Salisbury  in  February. 

P.  S. — The  lawyer  who  has  acted  for  Mr.  Scott  in  this  matter, 
F.  S.  Lovell,  Esq.  whom  I  know  very  well,  he  having  on  one 
occasion  been  a  member  of  the  Upper  House  of  our  Legislature 
at  the  same  time  I  was  in  that  Body,  assures  me  Morris  is 
really  in  Canada,  having  fled  from  Kenosha  after  the  passage 
of  the  fugitive  law. 


Philo  White  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Whitestown,  N.Y. 
24th.  Aug.  1853. 

I  have  been  detained  here  longer  than  I  had  anticipated  when 
at  Salisbury.  I  have  had  the  Heirs  of  my  deed.  Brother's  Estate 
all  here,  but  the  necessity  of  frequent  intercommunication  be- 
tween here  and  Mobile,  has  caused  the  delays.  I  expect  to  con- 
clude this  business,  however,  within  two  months;  when  I  shall 
repair  to  Washington  City,  receive  my  final  instructions,  pocket 
my  outfit,  and  return  to  New  York  City,  to  enable  Mrs.  W.179 
to  fit  out,  &c.  &c.  So  that  I  shall  probably  not  depart  on  my 
mission  until  the  10th  to  15th  Octr.  I  hope  to  be  present  at  the 
"General  Tri-ennial  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  United  States,"  to  assemble  at  New  York  the 
first  week  in  October,  of  which  body  I  am  a  Delegate  from  Wis- 
consin. And  should  business  or  pleasure  call  you  either  to 
Washington  or  N.  York  at  any  period  between  the  7th  Sept. 
and  the  10th  Octr.,  I  should  feel  obliged  if  you  will  drop  us  a 
note,  advising  of  your  lodging  &c.  Mrs.  White  and  myself  shall 
rejoice  at  an  opportunity  to  meet  you  before  our  departure, 
— say  15th  Octr. 

178Martin  Van  Buren. 
179Nancy  R.  White. 
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My  post  is  very  accessible  to  the  U.  States, — only  three  days 
run  from  Panama,  in  a  time  of  English  Steamers, — requiring 
only  10  to  12  days  to  receive  communications  from  home,  thus 
enabling  us  to  keep  up  an  intercourse  more  frequent  than  every 
two  weeks, — being  about  half  the  distance  to  California.  I  had 
the  choice  of  going  to  either  Ecuador,  or  Bolivia, — and  chose 
the  former,  of  course,  as  far  preferable,  for  many  reasons.  I 
do  not  expect  to  remain  long, — say  18  months  or  two  years. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  hope  you  will  let  us  hear  from  you,  and 
I  will  take  great  pleasure  in  reciprocate  the  favor,  and  in  send- 
ing you  and  your  Sister180  such  trifles  as  may  be  novel  to  you. 

Mrs.  White  joins  me  in  affectionate  regards  to  your  Sister, 
Mrs.  Pearson,  and  the  dear  little  Daughter  and  sons. 


John  W.  Ellis  to  Miss  Lucy  Williams.1*1        A-Polk. 

Salisbury  Jan  20th.  '53. 

I  must  claim  our  former  friendship  as  an  excuse  for  the 
grt.  liberty  I  take  in  writing  this  note.  I  know  you  to  be  a 
lady  of  such  good  taste  &  good  sense  that  you  will  not  look 
upon  it  in  the  same  light  that  affected,  simpering  prudes  might 
view  it.  But  I  must  not  delay  satisfying  yr  curiosity — for  you 
are  a  woman,  however  superior  &  more  intellectual  you  may 
be  than  most  of  yr  Sex.  What  do  I  write  about?  Well!  in  truth 
not  particularly  anything,  but  only  to  renew  old  friendships. 
How  I  regretted  not  being  able  to  see  you  &  Miss  W.182  at  Ra- 
leigh this  winter — many  old  friends  were  there — Dobbin,183 
Hill  &  others.  I  heard  from  you  and  was  glad  to  learn  that 
you  made  a  pleasing  impression  on  many — but  how  could  it 
be  other  wise.  But  alas!  I'm  afraid  you  will  never  forget  yr 
old  trick, — flirtations. 

I  and  my  friend  Capt.  Caldwell184  a  few  days  since — Had 
a  long  talk — would'nt  be  surprised  if  he  is  down  at  "Mont- 


180Elizabeth  Ellis  Pearson. 

181Lucy  E.  Williams,  daughter  of  Joseph  John  Williams  and  Mary  K. 
Williams,  of  Warrenton,  North  Carolina,  married  William  H.  Polk,  brother 
of  President  James  K.  Polk,  on  July  14,  1854.  Lizzie  Wilson  Montgomery, 
Sketches  of  Old  Warrenton,  North  Carolina  (Raleigh:  Edwards  and 
Broughton  Printing  Company,  1924),  267-268,  hereinafter  cited  as  Mont- 
gomery, Old  Warrenton. 

""Unable  to  identify. 

183James  C.  Dobbin. 

U4Green  W.  Caldwell. 
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morencie"185  soon.  And  if  you  are  cruel  to  him  I  will  have  you 
impeached  for  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors  before  the  next 
Grd  Jury  of  Warren.  By-the-by  he  is  a  noble  fellow — chivalrous 
in  spirit — generous  in  his  impulses,  and  every  inch  a  man.  He 
is  much  beloved  by  &  strong  with  his  party  here — destined 
to  high  honors  &c.  His  position  at  home  is  every  way  firstrate. 
I  have  written  thus  much  because  he  is  my  friend  &  not  at 
his  instance  for  he  knows  not  a  word  of  it.  I  thought  I  might 
presume  so  far  on  an  ancient  friendship,  which  often  presents 
in  memory  some  most  agreeable  reminiscences. 

When  you  see  our  friend  Hon.  Mr.  Edwards,186  present  him 
my  compliments.  Say  to  him  I  would  be  glad  to  call  on  him 
sometime  in  passing,  but  I'm  almost  afraid  as  Warren  is  to 
me  as  an  enemy's  country — and  has  been  since  my  signal  defeat 
in  the  summer  of  '51  "at  &  near"  "Montmorencie"  0 !  cruel  fates ! 

By  the  way  where  is  my  old  flame,  Miss  Rebecca,187  I  learn 
she  has  been  absent  for  some  months  Is  she  "heart-whole" 
yet? — /  am — Have  been  laying  on  my  oars  since  I  saw  her. 
Present  her  my  most  cordial  respects — &  if  she  will  permit — 
My  love.  Should  like  to  see  her  again.  What  would  she  say  to 
that — ?  You  doubtless  thought  me  dull  and  gloomy  last  sum- 
mer when  we  met  by  accident.  The  truth  is  I  was  in  bad  health 
&  was  on  my  to  Saratoga  for  that  reason  alone.  I  found  Old 
Point  to  disagree  with  me  &  hastened  away.  Did  not  design 
remaining  but  a  day  was  sorry  I  did  not  see  you  on  yr  return 
from  Norfolk, — but  was  not  myself. 


185Montmorenci,  plantation  manor  house  about  ten  miles  from  Warrenton; 
built  in  1840  for  General  William  Williams,  the  frame  house  was  marked 
by  delicate  detail;  sold  later  to  Mary  K.  Williams,  widow  of  Joseph  John 
Williams,  owner  of  the  White  Rock  Plantation,  Halifax  County.  Greens- 
boro Daily  News,  December  11,  1927.  "Much  of  the  interior  may  be  seen 
in  the  DuPont  home,  'Winterthur'  now  a  museum,  at  Wilmington,  Delaware. 
The  spectacular,  free-standing  spiral  stairway,  superb  ornamentation  of 
the  overdoors,  and  reeded  friezes  and  pilasters  all  bear  testimony  to  the 
elegance  of  this  house."  Blackwell  P.  Robinson,  The  North  Carolina  Guide 
(Chapel  Hill:  The  University  of  North  Carolina  Press,  1955),  424,  here- 
inafter cited  as  Robinson,  North  Carolina  Guide. 

J86Weldon  N.  Edwards,  (1788-1873),  admitted  to  the  bar,  1810;  member 
of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Warren  County,  1814-1815;  member  of 
the  U.S.  Congress,  1816-1827;  member  of  the  State  Senate,  1833-1844, 
1850;  President  of  the  State  Secession  Convention,  1861.  Biographical 
Directory  of  Congress,  850. 

187Rebecca  Brehon,  daughter  of  Dr.  James  Gloucester  Brehon  of  Warren- 
ton, North  Carolina,  married  Lieutenant  Thomas  M.  Crossan,  U.S.N.,  on 
July  11,  1854.  Lieutenant  Crossan  was  commander  of  the  steamship  "Ad- 
Vance,"  which  ran  the  blockade  between  Wilmington  and  Liverpool  during 
the  Civil  War.  Montgomery,  Old  Warrenton,  233-234. 
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What  say  you  to  the  World's  fair  at  N.  Y.  in  June  or  July? 
We  might  organize  a  pleasant  company,  I  would  vouch  for  the 
beaux.  Some  of  you  however  must  get  married  to  give  dignity 
&c.  Do  let  me  hear  from  you — Direct  yr  letter  to  this  place. 

William  W.  Holden  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Raleigh,  Sept.  27,  1853. 

Your  very  kind  favor  of  the  5th,  dated  Plymouth,  was  duly 
received. 

Every  thing  here  is  quiet  and  dull.  We  were  startled  and 
grieved  by  the  death  of  our  friend  Busbee,188  who  was  confined 
but  a  few  days.  He  returned  from  Morganton  in  apparently 
fine  health — had  a  chill  on  Monday  evening,  and  died  on  Fri- 
day evening.  I  learn  from  Mrs.  Taylor189  and  Mr.  Lacy190  that 
he  was  ready  for  the  change.  A  few  hours  before  he  died  he 
rallied  and  spoke  in  calm  and  impressive  tones  to  his  wife.  He 
told  her  that  his  only  cause  of  sorrow  was  leaving  her  and  his 
little  boys — that  he  had  no  fear  of  death,  but  hoped  he  would 
be  saved  through  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ.  His  death  is 
indeed  a  great  loss  to  us  all.  He  was  the  most  popular  man  we 
had,  and  could  have  defeated  Venable191  by  two  thousand  and 
majority.  He  would  have  run  but  for  his  Renortership.  P.  H. 
Winston192  and  Maj.  Clarke193  and  S.  F.  Phillips194  and  Q. 
Busbee195  are  applicants  for  the  Reportership.  I  incline  to 
think  that  Philips  and  Busbee  will  be  appointed.  The  office 
can  be  made  to  pay  for  two  to  three  thousand   dollars;   the 


188Perrin  Busbee. 

189Unable  to  identify. 

190Probablv  Reverend  Drury  Lacy  of  Raleigh. 

"'Abraham  W.  Venable. 


"'Patrick  H.  Winston,  Sr.  (1820-1886),  lawyer;  planter;  member  of  the 
House  of  Commons  from  Bertie  County,  1850,  1854;  Financial  Agent  be- 
tween North  Carolina  and  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  1863; 
member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention,  1865.  Ashe,  Biographical  History, 
II,  441-^50. 

lesWilliam  J.  Clark,  Cantain,  Company  I  of  the  Twelfth  Regiment  in  the 
Mexican  War;  Colonel,  Twenty-fourth  Regiment,  North  Carolina  Infantry. 
Johnstone  Jones,  Roster  of  North  Carolina  Troops  in  the  War  With 
Mexico  (Raleigh;  Josephus  Daniels,  State  Printer  and  Binder,  1887),  46, 
hereinafter  cited  as  Jones,  Roster  of  North  Carolina  Troops  in  the  War 
With  Mexico:  Moore,  Roster  of  N.  C.  Troops,  II,  288. 

mSamuel  F.  Phillips. 

195Quentin  D.  Busbee  (1825-1877),  student  at  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  1840-1842;  reporter  to  the  State  Supreme  Court  for  only  a  few 
months  in  1853.  Grant,  Alumni  History  of  U.N.C.,  89. 
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State's   subscription   of   140   copies   paying   for   the   printing, 
about  $1200  per  annum. 

I  apprehend  but  little  if  any  loss  to  our  cause  from  the 
land  or  distribution  question.  Venable  is  defunct.  His  course 
after  the  election  has  completed  his  destruction.  He  attended 
our  Last  August  Court,  in  the  hope  of  getting  encouragement 
for  a  new  paper  here,  but  most  of  his  supporters  advised  him 
against  it.  He  denounced  Mr.  Dobbin196  and  Gov.  Reid197  pub- 
licly at  Yarborughs,  and  afterwards  denied  it.  I  saw  his  letter 
to  Maj.  Wilder198  denying  it,  and  the  Major's  reply  -fixing  the 
fact  upon  him!  He  was  disgruntled  because  he  thought  Mr. 
Dobbin  had  some  agency  in  appointing  McGowan199  Route 
Agent,  and  because  he  had  heard  that  Gov.  Reid  had  expressed 
himself  in  private  against  his  election.  I  am  convinced,  upon 
the  whole,  that  Venable  is  as  deficient  in  moral  as  he  is  in  polit- 
ical principle.  I  am  awaiting  the  message  of  the  President 
in  December,  in  the  hope  that  he  will  take  some  good  ground 
on  the  land  question;  and  shall  say  as  little  as  possible  on  the 
subject  until  then.  We  can  so  manage  the  question,  I  am  cer- 
tain, as  not  to  lose  by  it. 

I  have  seen  a  number  of  Sheriffs  and  others  lately  from 
various  parts  of  the  State,  and  I  find  a  general  and  ardent  wish 
that  John  W.  Ellis  should  consent  to  run  next  time  for  Gov- 
ernor. Rives,200  of  Chatham,  and  Rushing,201  of  Union,  are 
especially  anxious  that  you  should  be  the  candidate.  Of  course 
this  is  a  matter  for  your  own  serious  consideration.  Of  your 
election  I  have  not  the  shadow  of  a  doubt;  indeed  I  believe 
we  shall  be  able  to  elect  any  one  who  may  be  nominated.  Dr. 


196James  C.  Dobbin. 
197David  S.  Reid. 
198Gaston  H.  Wilder. 

199Patrick  McGowan,  born  in  Ireland;  Route  Agent  in  North  Carolina  for 
the  Post  Office  Department.  Register  of  Officers  and  Agents,  Civil,  Military, 
and  Naval  in  the  Service  of  the  United  States,  on  the  Thirtieth  September, 
1857  (Washington,  D.  C:  A.O.P.  Nicholson,  Public  Printer,  1857),  407, 
hereinafter  cited  as  U.S.  Register,  1857. 

^Robert  E.  Rives,  member  of  the  State  Senate  from  Chatham  County, 
1856;  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  552;  Sheriff  of  Chatham  County  in  1853. 
Semi-Weekly  North  Carolina  Standard,  April  6,  1853. 

201Darling  Rushing,  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Union 
County,  1856.  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  825. 
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Columbus  Mills202  and  Avery,203  and  Col.  Bower,204  and  W.  H. 
Thomas205  have  also  been  spoken  of.  It  is  unnecessary,  I  know, 
that  I  should  assure  you  that  no  man  would  exert  himself 
more  for  you  than  I  would.  I  should  like  to  hear  from  you  on 
the  subject — of  course  in  the  strictest  confidence. 

We  can  also  carry  the  Assembly,  in  case  we  have  Union 
and  good  organization.  The  Federalists,  however,  will  make 
a  strong  fight — their  all  depends  upon  the  result.  It  is  supposed 
here  that  they  will  run  Gen.  Dockey206  for  Governor.  Danl.  M. 
Barringer  is  probably  their  strongest  man. 


John  W.  Ellis  to  Miss  Lucy  E.  Williams.        A-Polk. 

Winton  Sept.  (the  last)  1853. 

Yr.  letter  is  at  hand.  After  flirting  and  coquetting  with  half 
the  nation — and  a  lapse  of  many,  many  months,  you  answered 
my  unworthy  note.  How  condescending  and  kind!  Thank  thee 
gentle  spirit.  But  in  justice,  Spare  the  P.M.  You  throw  all 
the  blame  on  him.  Ah !  Miss  Lucy  you  are  smart. 

But  still  your  letter  gave  me  pleasure — how  could  it  be  other- 
wise? Why  did  you  treat  Ned  Jones207  so  dreadfully:  0!  cruel 
'surpent.  Poor  Ned  is  'hors  de  combat' — in  the  blues  and  de- 
cidedly old  maidish.  I  saw  Dobbin  in  Aug.  Yes!  the  same 
Dobbin;208  broke  bread  with  him  &  talked  about  old  times  and 
old  friends.  Yr.  name  was  mentioned — Softly  named — a  sigh, 


202Columbus  Mills,  member  of  the  State  Senate  from  the  48th  District 
(Rutherford  and  Cleveland  Counties),  1846,  1854-1856;  Surgeon,  North 
Carolina  Troops.  Moore,  Roster  of  North  Carolina  Troops,  I,  2;  Connor, 
Manual,  1913,  799. 

203William  Waightstill  Avery. 

204George  Bower,  (1788-1861),  lawyer;  member  of  the  State  Senate  from 
Ashe  County,  1812-1817,  1848-1854;  member  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
1842.  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  491-493. 

200William  H.  Thomas  (1805-?),  born  in  Haywood  County;  merchant; 
member  of  the  State  Senate  from  the  50th  District  (Haywood,  Macon, 
and  Cherokee  counties),  1848-1860;  Colonel,  Sixty-Ninth  Regiment,  North 
Carolina  Infantry.  W.  C.  Allen,  Centennial  of  Haywood  County  and  its 
County  Seat,  Waynesville,  N.C.  (Waynesville:  Courier  Printing  Company 
[1908]),  62-65. 

206 Alfred  Dockery  (1797-1875),  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from 
Richmond  County,  1822;  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention,  1835; 
member  of  the  State  Senate,  1836-1844;  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress, 
1845-1847,  1851-1853.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  817-818. 

207Probably  Nathaniel  R.  Jones,  sheriff  of  Warren  County,  1860.  Liv- 
ingston, Law  Register,  727. 

208James  C.  Dobbin. 
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and  then — but  great  men  dont  Shed  tears.  I  had  a  pleasant 
time  in  N.  York  flirted  with  a  great  Judges  daughter  from  the 
South — Young  and  green  but  just  suited  for  such  sports.  She 
thought  we  would  be  married  before  we  left  N.  York — but 
I  didn't — too  poor — no  tobacco — no  cotton — not  much  shugar — 
Many  mouths  &c  &c.  Besides  all  this,  I  did  not  think  she  was 
very  sound  on  the  Southern  question  (slavery) . 

What  do  you  think?  I  have  a  letter  from  the  love  sick  swain 
I  named  to  you  last  Spring — refer  to  my  letter.  He  says  his 
Sweetheart  tells  him  her  feelings  have  undergone  no  change. 
He  wants  to  know  what  to  do.  Please  say  something  in  yr. 
next  that  I  may  give  the  poor  wretch  comfort.  Shall  he  per- 
sist in  his  suit?  No  one  else  is  in  the  way  he  says. 

Speaking  marriage,  I  have  taken  a  pledge  never  to  do  any 
thing  so  rash.  I  don't  think  my  talents  lie  that  way.  I  am  out 
of  the  market  in  earnest — but  I  intend  to  have  some  fun  yet. 

When  shall  I  see  you?  Do  write  me  at  Hertford,  Perquim- 
mons  Co.  as  soon  as  you  get  this — a  long  letter  with  all  the 
news.  You  did  not  answer  a  question  asked  in  my  last.  What 
has  become  of  Miss  Loyal209  of  Norfolk  &  who  is  she?  Where 
is  Col.  DeRossett's210  fine  looking  daughter? 

There  is  nothing  under  the  sun  here  that  is  new.  My  projects 
&  plans  spoken  of  in  my  last  are  succeeding  to  a  charm. 

Please  remember  me  to  yr.  Mother211  and  all  at  home:  and 
remember  me  yourself,  so  that  you  forget  not  to  write.  Tell 
me  all  the  news  &c. 

P.S. 

In  haste 


209Unable  to  identify. 

210Probably  Armand  J.  De  Rosset  III  (1807-1897),  graduate  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  North  Carolina,  1824;  graduate  with  the  M.D.  degree,  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  1828;  director  of  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon 
Railroad  for  many  years.  The  daughter  referred  to  was  probably  Elizabeth 
Hill  De  Rosset  (1834-1909),  married  Charles  D.  Myers  on  November  10, 
1858.  Ludlow  P.  Strong,  List  of  Direct  Descendants  of  the  De  Rosset 
Family  with  Introduction  and  Brief  Notes  ([New  York?  The  Compiler? 
1948-?]),  9,  22. 

211Mary  K.  Williams. 
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Philo  White  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

New  York,  3d  Octr,  1853. 

Mrs.  White212  and  myself  were  very  much  gratified  at  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  22d  ult.  We  are  rejoiced  to  hear  that 
you  are  spared  amidst  the  general  prevalence  of  sickness  on 
your  Circuit,  and  trust  most  sincerely,  that  your  immunity 
from  disease,  while  surrounded  by  its  victims,  may  be  con- 
tinued to  you  throughout  the  sickly  season. 

We  had  the  pleasure,  a  few  days  since,  to  receive  a  kind 
and  friendly  letter  from  your  Sister,  Mrs.  Pearson,213  and  were 
pleased  to  learn  that  herself  and  family  and  your  Mother,214 
had  escaped  any  serious  affliction  from  disease,  thus  far  this 
season,  altho'  great  numbers  had  been  prostrated  on  beds  of 
sickness  in  that  community; — indeed,  a  more  unhealthy  season 
had  not  been  known  in  that  region  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Michael  Brown215  and  Lady,  and  Miss  Susan,  were  in 
New  York  about  a  week,  but  left  for  Philadelphia  and  home 
the  morning  after  we  arrived.  We  were  pained  to  find  Mrs. 
Brown  in  a  very  precarious  state  of  health,  and  was  barely 
able  to  travel  when  they  left  here,  and  would  have  to  reach 
Carolina  by  very  slow  and  easy  stages. 

I  learned  from  Mr.  Dobbin,216  and  others,  in  Washington  City, 
that  you  had  been  there,  and  at  New  York:  and  Mrs.  White 
and  myself  truly  regretted  that  we  were  denied  the  pleasure 
of  meeting  you  in  the  latter  place.  "Whitestown"  is  only  ten 
or  eleven  hours  distant  from  the  City;  so  that  we  could  have 
met  you  there  at  a  few  hours  notice.  I  was  engaged  in  arrang- 
ing the  business  of  my  deed.  Brother's  Estate  at  Whitestown, 
but  could  have  spared  a  day  or  two  to  have  run  down  to  meet 
you  in  the  City. 

I  have  now  reed,  my  final  instructions,  and  pocketed  the  "out- 
fit," and  shall  remain  here  some  three  weeks  to  enable  Mrs. 
White  to  fit  out, — the  Lady  portion  of  a  Legation  being  the 


212Nancy  R.  White. 

213Elizabeth  Ellis  Pearson. 

214Judith  Bailey  Ellis. 

215Michael  L.  Brown  (1802-1879),  farmer;  grandson  of  Michael  Brown 
of  the  "Stone  House"  near  Salisbury.  His  wife  was  Susan  A.  Wiley. 
Richard  L.  Brown,  A  History  of  the  Michael  Brown  Family  of  Roiuan 
County,  North  Carolina  (Published  under  the  auspices  of  the  Michael 
Brown  Family  Association,  1921),  88-89. 

216James  C.  Dobbin. 
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only  ones  that  are  allowed,  under  the  new  Diplomatic  Regula- 
tions, to  appear  in  full  dress!  It  is  our  purpose  to  take  the 
Steamer  of  the  20th  inst.  for  Panama:  the  Port  of  my  destina- 
tion is  only  about  5  days  run  from  there,  in  a  superb  line  of 
English  Steamers,  South,  touching  at  Guayaquil  the  Commer- 
cial Capital  of  Ecuador,  altho'  Quito  is  the  seat  of  the  Central 
Government,  at  this  time.  The  climate  of  the  latter,  is  very  fine, 
with  magnificent  scenery,  &c:  So  that  I  think  we  can  spend 
18  months  or  two  years  there  quite  tolerably, — the  more  so, 
since  my  acquaintance  with  the  idioms  and  institutions  of  that 
race  will  render  the  society  there  quite  familiar  to  me,  and, 
consequently,  make  my  wife  much  more  at  home  among  a 
people  whose  language,  manners  &c,  are  all  new  to  her. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Perrin  Busbee,  must  have  indeed  caused 
a  heavy  shock  to  the  community  in  Raleigh!  He  was  among 
the  most  prominent  Democrats  and  useful  citizens  at  your 
State  Capital, — and  I  really  can't  think  who  will  fill  his  place, 
in  all  things. 

As  Mrs.  White  and  myself  have  never  ceased,  and  shall 
never  cease,  while  God  continues  us  in  this  probationary  world, 
to  mourn  and  deplore  the  early  demise  of  the  object  dearest 
to  our  hearts  in  this  life;  neither  can  we  cease  to  cherish  an 
affectionate  regard  for  him  who  was  the  chosen  companion  of 
her  bosom,  and  who  shared,  with  her  Parents,  the  warmest 
earthly  affections  of  her  heart.  You  need  not  to  be  assured, 
then,  of  the  deep  interest,  we  feel  for  your  welfare  through 
all  the  changing  scenes  of  this  life,  and  for  a  full  acceptance 
with  God  at  the  final  day  of  accounts.  Your  earthly  destiny 
is  thus  far  a  propitious  one;  and  we  feel  a  confidence,  that 
your  discretion,  and  high  sense  of  moral  rectitude,  and  the 
talents  with  which  God  has  endowed  you,  will  continue  to 
vouchsafe  to  you  fame,  fortune,  and  a  high  career  of  useful- 
ness to  your  country.  We  therefore  commend  you  to  a  happy 
destiny  during  your  earthly  pilgrimage,  and  invoke  upon  you 
the  mercies  of  a  gracious  God  in  the  world  of  spirits  to  which 
we  are  all  traveling. 

We  will,  as  you  desire,  write  you  from  the  Equatorial  region, 
— and  do  so  with  great  pleasure:  And  shall  feel  much  obliged 
if  you  will  reciprocate  our  "favors,"  as  often  as  opportunity 
and  incidents  will  warrant.  Your  communications  will  readily 
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reach   us  if  directed  to   me,   with  this  prefix,   viz:    "Charge 
d'Affaires  to  Ecuador,  "New  York." 

Mrs.  White  joins  me  in  affectionate  regards;   and  we  beg 
to  be  remembered  to  all  inquiring  friends. 


William  W.  Holden  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Raleigh,  Oct.  26,  1853. 

Yours,  from  Hertford,  was  duly  recivd.  I  was  glad  to  hear 
from  you,  and  to  learn  that  your  health  has  been  good  while 
on  your  Circuit. 

I  write  you  briefly  to  apprize  you  of  the  fact  that,  so  far 
as  I  can  hear  and  judge,  You  will  be  the  next  Democratic  nomi- 
nee for  Governor.  This,  of  course,  is  only  for  you;  and  I  give 
it  as  the  result  of  all  my  inquiries  and  suggestions  on  the 
subject.  I  have  seen  many  of  our  friends  during  the  past  two 
months,  and  heard  from  others,  and  am,  therefore,  prepared 
to  form  an  opinion.  I  pledge  you  my  word,  buttoned  on  hard 
labor  and  unfaltering  faith,  that  you  will  be  elected.  I  do  not 
think  you  ought  to  decline,  or  that  you  can  do  so.  But  I  hope 
to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  on  your  return  from  your 
Circuit,  when  the  matter  can  be  more  fully  and  freely  discussed. 

Mr.  Clingman217  passed  through  here  a  few  days  since  on 
his  way  to  Washington.  He  is  all  right. 


William  W.  Holden  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Raleigh,  Dec.  10,  1853. 

Yours  of  the  1st  has  been  recivd,  and,  you  must  pardon  me 
for  saying,  it  has  given  me  some  concern.  I  have  read  it  most 
attentively,  and  I  think  I  appreciate  your  position  and  some- 
what embarrassing  circumstances  that  surround  it.  It  is  natural 
that  you  should  feel  more  or  less  annoyed  by  misrepresenta- 
tions of  your  views  on  distribution,  to  say  nothing  of  feeling 


217Thomas  L.  Clingman  _  (1812-1897),  graduate  of  the  University  of 
North  Carolina,  1832;  admitted  to  the  bar,  1834;  member  of  the  House  of 
Commons  from  Surry  County,  1835;  member  of  the  State  Senate  from 
Buncombe  County,  1840;  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress,  1843-1845,  1847- 
1858;  member  of  the  U.S.  Senate,  1858-1861;  Brigadier  General  in  the 
Confederate  Army.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  708. 
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on  the  part  of  aspirants;  and  this  especially,  as  your  whole 
course  in  the  matter  has  been  unselfish,  and  has  looked,  as  I 
honestly  believe,  to  the  success  and  welfare  of  the  party.  Still 
you  are,  to  a  considerable  extent,  the  property  of  that  party 
and  of  your  friends;  as  a  public  man  you  can  expect  little 
exemption  from  anxiety;  and  the  "angry  strifes"  to  which  you 
allude,  are  but  the  crucibles  in  which  the  pure  gold  is  brought 
out.  If  you  can,  with  any  sort  of  Justice  to  your  private  in- 
terests, consent  to  accept  the  nomination,  I  think  you  ought 
to  do  it;  and  then,  if  you  have  doubts,  serious  doubts  and  ap- 
prehensions on  the  subject,  still  do  it,  trusting  to  your  own 
strong  arm,  to  that  good  fortune  which  seems  to  have  crowned 
you  from  the  start,  and  to  that  power  above  all,  which  is  about 
and  around  all  honest  public  men,  who  strive  to  serve  their 
fellows  and  to  be  useful  in  their  day  and  time.  Nor  would  the 
four  years  be  lost.  Your  powers  would  in  the  mean  time  be 
expanding  and  enlarging,  and  you  would  be  able  to  "redeem 
the  time."  And  besides,  is  it  not  a  high  distinction  to  have  your 
name  enrolled  for  all  time  with  the  leading  minds  which  have 
preceded  you?  But  you  have  thought  of  all  that,  and  more. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  you  are  the  first  choice  of  the 
party.  I  speak  from  what  I  have  heard,  and  letters  received; 
but  a  day  or  two  ago,  Whitmell  Stallings,218  of  Gates,  wrote 
me  to  do  all  I  could  to  induce  you  to  accept,  for  he  regards 
you  by  far  the  strongest  man  in  his  section  of  the  State.  The 
eye  of  the  party  is  upon  you;  and  after  the  nomination  there 
would  be  but  one  impulse  and  one  voice.  So  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, I  would  labor  for  your  success  as  I  did  for  that  of 
Reid;219  and  what  I  say  to  you  is  said  by  one,  who,  though 
ardent  and  enthusiastic,  yet  knows  something  of  North  Caro- 
lina politics — and  that  is,  you  would  go  through  with  a  shout 
of  triumph  and  of  rejoicing  from  the  seashore  to  the  blue  moun- 
tains of  the  West.  There  is  no  doubt  of  it.  If,  however,  your 
purpose  to  decline  is  final,  then  I  think  the  party  ought  to  be 
apprized  of  it  in  some  way.  But  if  you  are  only  in  serious 
doubt,  let  me  beg  you  to  let  the  matter  stand,  at  least  for  the 
present.  A  month  hence  will  do  as  well  as  now,  and  by  that 
time  your  feelings  and  views  may  undergo   some  change.   If 


218Whitmell  Stallings,  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Gates 
County,  1831-1832,  1835-1840;  member  of  the  State  Senate,  1842,  1846. 
Connor,  Manual,  1913,  616. 

219David  S.  Reid. 


A  portrait  of  Mary  White  Ellis,  first  wife  of  John  W.  Ellis,  by  Thomas 
Sully,  presently  hanging  in  the  Governor's  Mansion,  Raleigh. 
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I  were  to  make  an  announcement  of  your  declination  to  be 
considered  if  there  from  where  a  nomination  was  expected  to 
be  made,  I  should  have  to  do  so  "by  authority."  Let  me  hear 
from  you  again  soon  on  the  subject.  I  shall,  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, do  in  the  matter  what  you  shall  finally  suggest  or 
desire;  But  I  shall  pen  any  such  article  as  that  withdrawing 
you  from  the  field  with  reluctance  and  deep  regret.  Think  of 
it  all  again  and  again,  and  write  me  freely,  as  before,  on  the 
subject. 


John  W.  Ellis  to  William  W.  Holden.220 

Salisbury,  Dec.  10,  1853. 

Late  numbers  of  the  Standard  and  other  papers  have  brought 
to  my  attention  communications  connecting  my  name  with  the 
next  canvass  for  Governor  of  the  State;  and  without  any 
evidence  that  this  feeling  is  general  in  its  character,  I  must  be 
permitted  to  express  my  disposition  upon  the  subject,  lest 
further  silence  should  be  construed  into  an  acquiescence,  on 
my  part,  in  these  suggestions. 

I  certainly  feel  obliged  to  those  gentlemen  who  have  thus 
honorably  associated  my  name  with  the  first  office  of  the  State; 
but,  for  reasons  uninteresting  to  the  public,  yet  of  controlling 
influence  with  me,  I  must  request  that  public  attention  will 
henceforth  be  exclusively  confined  to  other  gentlemen  whose 
names  have  already  or  may  hereafter  be  mentioned  in  the  same 
connexion.  Both  the  position  of  candidate  and  the  office  itself, 
have  duties  appertaining,  to  the  execution  of  which  I  am  not 
in  a  situation  to  devote  my  labors. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  as  a  citizen,  to  express  my  appre- 
ciation of  your  efficient  advocacy,  as  a  public  journalist,  of 
questions  of  general  interest;  and  especially,  such  prudent,  yet 
energetic  measures,  as  tend  to  develope  the  vast  natural  re- 
sources of  our  much  cherished  State. 


'This  letter  is  taken  from  the  Semi-Weekly  Standard,  December  17,  1853. 
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John  W.  Ellis  to  Miss  Lucy  E.  Williams 

and  Miss  Rebecca  Brehon.  A-Polk. 

Salisbury  Dec.  13th  1853. 

The  morning's  mail  brought  me  a  bill  of  fare  from  Bait, 
with  inscription  signed:  R.  B.  and  L.  E.  W.  which  being  in- 
terpreted, meaneth  Rebecca  Brehon  and  Lucy  E.  Williams;  in 
which,  if  I  be  in  error,  then  let  me  remain  in  delusion  for 
"where  ignorance  is  bliss,  tiss  folly  to  be  wise." 

Your  sugar  plums  were  most  acceptable,  as  being  typical 
of  the  pair  of  sweet  damsels  that  sent  them;  and  would  you 
believe  it,  I  eat  them  with  zest,  not  that  I  would  have  eaten 
the  fair  originals  had  it  been  in  my  power, — but  only  proxi- 
mately. As  I  glanced  over  the  long  bill  of  viands  that  furnished 
your  repast, — the  mutton  chops,  sweet  bread,  larded;  Rabibts, 
domestic  duck,  Calveshead  &c.  &c. ;  I  fancied  that  I  would  like 
to  have  been  even  the  "calveshead,"  to  have  been  eaten  by  a 
pair  of  fair  nymphs. 

But  to  business:  what  are  you  doing  in  Nashville?  Surely 
not  seeking  triumphs  in  Nashville  a  foreign  country.  Ah!  you 
little  know  the  merits  of  the  sighing  Swains  you  left  at  home! 
And  you,  Miss  Rebecca,  what  have  you  done  with  the  Navy 
man — the  Lt.221  Thrown  him  away  as  you  did  me? — or  just 
holding  him  off  a  little. — "Ah !  cruel,  cruel  surpent" 

And  you  Miss  Lucy  what  of  the  Sec.  of  the  Navy?222  Surely, 
you  both  have  taken  this  department  of  the  public  service  under 
your  especial  charge.  Sorry  I  am  to  see  the  judiciary  so  en- 
tirely neglected.  When  remembering  too  their  devotion  to  the 
ladies, 

Of  fees  simple,  and  simple  fees, 
And  all  the  fees  in  tail, 
None  other  can  compare  with  thee 
Thou  best  of  fees,  f eemale. 

And  who  will  say  after  that,  that  the  lawyers  are  not  gallant 
admirers  of  the  fair, — even  prefering  them  to  their  own  dear 
fees. 

As  to  the  news:  The  Democrats  want  me  to  run  for  Gov- 
ernor; but  I  would  not  have  a  Governor's  place  without  a  wife. 


22,Thomas  M.  Crossan. 
222James  C.  Dobbin. 
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How  could  I  get  along  in  our  great  palace  without  a  sweet 
charmer,  to  drive  away  "dull  care"  ? 

Miss  Lucy,  dont  you  think  Miss  Rebecca  threw  away  much 
when  she  drove  me  out  of  the  garden  of  Eden?  Why  she  threw 
away  the  office  of  Madame  Governor, — the  first  that  any  lady 
can  hold  in  our  State,  and  one  that  all  the  Lts.  in  the  world 
would  not  compensate — So  I  say. 

In  matters  of  legislation,  some  of  our  best  laws  having  been 
lost  once,  were  adopted  on  a  motion  to  reconsider.  So,  I  humbly 

move  a  reconsideration What  say  you  Monsieur  Lt.?  If 

the  motion  be  carried,  then  drop  me  a  line  and  I  will  take  the 
telegraph  out  to  Nashville  and  crown  the  romance. 

Without  a  wife,  I  wont  run  a  step  for  Governor — no  not  a 
step — I  will  tell  the  Convention  that  meets  in  March  my  reasons 
— that  Miss  Rebecca  said  no! — that  she  would  not  vote  for  me. 
If  the  motion  be  carried  in  the  affirmative  write  it  in  large 
letters  Yes!  So  that  there  may  be  no  mistake  this  time.  There 
is  no  time  to  be  lost — Buonaparte's  most  brilliant  victories 
were  won  in  a  quick  and  short  campaign.  His  example  is  worthy 
to  be  followed — Yes!  or  No!  that  is  the  question!  There  is  no 
news  of  interest.  The  girls  are  all  marrying  off, — those  that 
wish  to  do  so — the  young  gents  are  doing  the  same — not  all 
that  wish  to  do  so,  but  all  that  can — your  humble  servant  has 
been  hard  down  at  grave  study. 

I  wish  I  had  something  further  to  write  that  would  interest 
you.  Indeed,  I  know  not  that  you  will  take  interest  in  what  I 
have  written,  but  "what  is  writ,  is  writ." 

Do  write  me  a  long  letter  from  Nashville  immediately  on 
the  receipt  of  this — a  letter  each — so  that  the  one  will  not  know 
the  secrets  of  the  other.  Do  not  delay  for  several  days  till  you 
have  nothing  else  to  do,  but  show  the  interest  you  feel  by  writ- 
ing immediately.  I  have  written  you  each  a  separate  note  with 
this,  to  which  you  can  reply  separately. 
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1854-1858 
John  W.  Ellis  to  Miss  Lucy  E.  Williams.        A-Polk. 

[January,  1854] 

I  have  completely  lost  you  since  your  very  laconic  but  agree- 
able (on  the  back  of  a  bill  of  fare)  note  from  Barnum's.1  Pray 
where  are  you?  How  are  you?  What  are  you  doing?  I  have 
real  feminine  curiosity  to  know.  I  am  afraid  the  affairs  of  the 
nation — in  the  Naval  department  will  suffer  by  yr  close  re- 
tiracy.  Can  that  be  the  cause  of  so  many  disastrous  shipwrecks 
of  late  in  our  gallant  Navy?  Do  throw  some  light  upon  this 
subject.2 

You  of  course  did  not  get  my  'favor'  to  you  at  Nashville  as 
no  notice  was  taken  of  it — of  course  you  didn't  get  it.  The  mails 
have  been  irregular  this  winter. 

After  telling  all  about  yrself  pray  let  us  hear  from  our  friends 
not  of  the  Sec.  I  have  very  melancholy  intelligence  from  Miss 
Mary  White3 — to  wit  that  she  is  going  to  be  married.  Now 
if  she  had  just  taken  Bob4  two  yrs.  ago,  it  would  have  been  a 
saving  of  some  time; — but  its  the  way  with  you  ladies  you 
wish  to  drink  in  all  the  pleasures  of  a  belle  dame  before  sur- 
rendering. But  it  is  well  to  remember  that  in  every  siege,  after 
a  gallant  defence,  there  it  a  fit  time  to  surrender. 


'Barnum's  City  Hotel  was  opened  in  1825  by  David  Barnum  and  others 
in  Baltimore  and  under  Barnum's  complete  control  in  1826,  one  of  the 
outstanding  hostelries  of  the  mid-nineteenth  century.  The  hotel  declined 
after  the  Civil  War,  sold  at  auction,  1870,  closed,  1889.  Writers'  Program, 
W.P.A.,  Maryland,  A  Guide  to  the  Old  Line  State  (New  York:  Oxford 
University  Press,  1940),  226. 

2Ellis  is  referring  to  Lucy  Williams'  friendship  with  James  C.  Dobbin, 
at  this  time  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Also  Rebecca  Brehon's  friendship 
with  Thomas  M.  Crossan,  a  naval  lieutenant. 

3Mary  J.  White  married  Gen.  Robert  W.  Haywood,  April  18,  1855. 
Raleigh  Register,  April  25,  1855. 

"Robert  W.  Haywood,  Adjutant  General  of  North  Carolina,  1840-1857. 
Historical  Annual  National  Guard  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  1938 
([Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana:  Army  and  Navy  Publishing  Co.],  1938),  6, 
hereinafter  cited  as  Historical  Annual  of  the  N.C.  National  Guard. 
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How  is  our  old  friend  Rebecca.5  I  have  been  looking  for  her 
marriage  in  print  for  some  time  past.  Ah!  the  sea  has  become 
very  treacherous,  and  there  is  no  telling  at  what  time  all  of 
one's  affections  may  be  swallowed  up  in  the  deep,  or  washed 
through  the  breakers  up  on  a  Sand  beach  to  become  a  helpless 
prey  to  some  newspaper  paragraph  under  the  head  of  "Marine 
disasters  &  loss  of  life."  I  think  she  had  better  take  a  berth 
on  land,  if  a  snug  one  presents  itself.  What  say  you? 

Now  do  write  me  a  long  letter  and  let  me  know  how  you 
all  are. 

I  really  think  you  treated  me  cavalierly  in  not  answering 
mine  to  you  at  Nashville — if  you  did  receive  it.  But  I  am  easily 
molified — one  long  letter  from  you  will  do  the  work. 

What  say  you  to  a  few  weeks  in  the  mountains  of  N.C.  in 
the  month  of  July  &  Aug.  There  will  be  much  first  rate  com- 
pany there  from  S.C.  &  Georgia — nice  place.  What  are  your 
plans. 


John  W.  Ellis  to  Miss  Lucy  E.  Williams.        A-Polk. 

Salisbury,  Feb.  17th  1854. 

My  Dr.  Miss  Lucy: 

Or  if  the  address  be  too  familiar,  amend  by  striking  out 
the  Dear, — but  why  should  not  all  our  friends  be  dear, — very 
dear  to  us, — I  dont  mean  those  simply  who  borrow  money 
from  us  and  forget  to  repay  it,  but  our  fair  friends,  who  are 
ever  uppermost  in  our  thoughts,  tho  I  fear  alas!  we  are  but 
seldom  in  theirs:  Your  very  interesting  letter,  tho'  a  part  of 
it  is  cross  written  like  a  Va.  cornfield,  of  the  1st  inst.  is  this 
moment  at  hand — and  I  rival  yr.  promptness,  by  replying  im- 
mediately. Your  letter  is  very  interesting,  yet  you  do  not  give 
me  any  of  the  news.  Nothing  except  the  different  gentlemen 
who  have  called  upon  you.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  one  of  your 
beaux  praising  the  charms  of  another  lady?  if  so,  how  did  you 
feel?  What  pleasure  is  it  to  me  to  hear  what  interesting  gents. 
have  called  upon  you  when  I  am  out  of  calling  distance?  When 
is  Rebecca6  going  to  be  married?  I  had  expected  it  would  have 
been  over  before  this.  Or  has  it  blown  up?  Present  my  com- 

°Rebecca  Brehon. 
"Rebecca  Brehon. 
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pliments  &c  when  you  see  her  &  say  that  I  would  be  glad  to 
hear  from  her  for  the  sake  of  "auld  lang  syne." 

I  have  heard  nothing  particular  from  Washington.  Had  a 
letter  from  the  Sec.7  lately:  he  was  well  &  talked  some  of 
matrimony.  As  to  Genl.  Haywood8  &  Miss  White,9  I  have  heard 
only  a  little.  Miss  Parker10  of  Tarboro;  who  is  a  cousin  of 
Genl.  H.  told  me  a  few  days  since  they  were  going  to  be  mar- 
ried but  she  may  have  been  mistaken,  as  fond  cousins  often 
are.  I  would  be  glad  to  hear  it.  You  ask  after  my  friend  Maj. 
C.  [aldwell]11  Do  you  really  want  to  hear  from  him  &  to  see 
him?  I  cant  consent  that  you  shall  flirt  with  him.  And  I  cant 
promise  you  a  sight  of  him  unless  you  promise  in  advance  to 
throw  aside  all  coquetry.  He  is  well  and  looking  charmingly 
in  his  fierce  moustache  and  imperial.  I  saw  him  but  a  few  days 
since  and  hear  from  him  frequently  by  letter  and  otherwise. 

You  ask  what  I  expect  to  do  with  myself  this  summer.  Have 
not  made  out  my  programe  as  yet — rather  expect  to  float  on 
the  tide  of  circumstances  and  trust  to  the  omnipotence  of  luck. 

You  ask  when  I  will  be  in  Warren?  This  I  suppose  is  for 
mere  civility's  sake,  but  I  will  answer  seriously.  My  regular 
term  will  carry  me  there  in  the  Fall,  but  I  had  thought  of  ex- 
changing with  some  other  judge,  so  as  to  avoid  unpleasant 
associations.  You  will  remember,  I  did  not  fare  very  well  when 
there  last.  But  still,  I  cant  say,  perhaps  I  may  come  round. 

And  now  I  have  answered  all  your  inquiries.  There  is  no 
news  here  worth  narrating.  We  have  been  rather  dull  in  N.C. 
during  the  Winter.  Village  belles  are  doing  their  utmost  to 
captivate  the  beaux  as  usual.  I  have  been  hard  down  at  law 
and  other  grave  studies.  My  circuit  will  begin  27th  March  at 
Duplin,  on  the  Will.  R.R.12  I  will  pass  by  Warrenton  on  the 
Ral.  &  Gast.13  road,  and  could  stop  if  necessary. 

I  wrote  you  a  letter  the  other  day  and  directed  it  to  Warren- 
ton. Supposing  you  had  reached  home.  I  heard,  erroneously 
that  Miss  Rebecca  had  reached  home  and  hence  the  mistake. 
Please  reply  soon  and  at  length — and  do  answer  some  of  the 
inquiries  I  make.  You  over  looked  all  of  my  last.  Have  made 


'James  C.  Dobbin. 
"Robert  W.  Haywood. 
°Mary  J.  White. 
10Unable  to  identify. 
"Green  W.  Caldwell. 
12Wilmington  Railroad. 
"Raleigh  and  Gaston  Railroad. 
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up  my  mind  not  to  run  for  Gov.  Declined  more  than  a  month 
since.  Politics  cost  too  much  for  a  man  of  moderate  means.  I 
am  rather  devoted  to  making  money  now,  as  stated  to  you 
some  time  since. 

"Fare  well,  and  if  forever. 
Still  forever  fare  the  well" 


John  W.  Ellis  to  Miss  Lucy  E.  Williams.         A-Polk. 

Goldsboro  April  2d  1854. 

Yr.  very  acceptable  favor  reached  me  at  this  place  yester- 
day, after  many  circuitous  windings,  and  should  have  been 
answered  forthwith  but  for  the  fact  that  I  did  not  regard  the 
1st  April  as  a  sufficiently  serious  day  for  so  earnest  a  labor. 

I  was  much  pleased  to  hear  of  your  pleasant  trip  and  safe 
return.  You  are  surely  a  great  run-about  and  the  "Sights  & 
Scenes"  in  Tennessee  must  have  been  unusually  interesting  to 
have  afforded  you  interest:  and  I  am  now  more  fully  prepared 
to  appreciate  the  couplet  of  the  sable  minstrel. 

"I  wish  I  was  in  Tennessee 
With  my  sweet  heart  upon  my  knee" 

I  was  furthermore  pleased  to  learn  that  you  found  yr.  friends 
in  W.14  on  yr.  return  all  well.  Hope  you  will  have  a  pleasant 
time  at  C.  Hill15  with  yr.  Tenn.  friends  Miss  S.  &  Miss  P.16 
I  presume  Miss  P.  is  the  same  one  of  that  name  I  saw  in  Ra- 
leigh a  few  yrs.  since.  Pray  why  has  she  not  married?  She 
is  certainly  beautiful  enough  to  melt  the  hearts  of  stones  if 
indeed  stones  have  hearts — which  I  have  no  just  cause  to 
doubt,  since  it  is  said  all  men  &  some  women  have  hearts, — 
But  perhaps  she  is  a  belle,  not  satisfied  with  one  faithful  heart 
but  rather  preferring  to  have  the  temporary  homage  of  scores. 
I  hope  she  will  have  a  pleasant  trip  to  the  old  North  State. 

You  are  ever  mysterious  &  doubtful — indeed  the  spirit  of 
coquetry  seems  to  pervade  yr.  thoughts  upon  every  subject. 
I  fear  that  my  lectures  have  all  been  in  vain: — for  example: 


"Warrenton,  N.C. 
"Chapel  Hill,  N.C. 

"Unable  to  identify  although  Miss  P.  could  be  Miss  Polk,  some  relation 
of  the  Maj.  Polk  that  Lucy  married. 
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When  I  see  you,  will  give  my  reason  for  telling  you  not  to 
allow  any  matrimonial  considerations  to  influence  your  future 
movements."  Now  pray  what  is  the  meaning  of  this  extract 
from  your  letter?  Aside  from  the  reason  you  speak  of. — What 
matrimonial  considerations?  What  future  movements?  Move- 
ments in  what  direction?  Now  dont  you  see  how  very  obscure 
you  have  been.  What  were  I  to  measure  the  confidence  you 
repose  in  me  &  the  friendship  you  entertain  for  me,  by  yr. 
explicitness  in  this  advisatory  extract?  I  would  have  but  a 
small  modicum  of  that  commodity  to  boast  of.  Do  write  &  let 
me  know  yr.  meaning  a  little  more  plainly.  And  I  do  think  you 
might  repose  some  little  confidences  to  my  keeping  for  the 
sake  of  "Auld  lang  syne"  I  know  certainly  that  you  are  ignorant 
of  nothing  that  passes  in  yr.  vicinity — so  observant  are  you 
of  all  things,  and  I  think  you  might  give  me  some  wholesome 
and  friendly  advise  without  injury  to  anyone  else.  Where  could 
be  the  injury  to  anyone?  Come  do  relent  and  speak  freely. 

There  is  no  news  here,  I  am  poorly  off  with  a  bad  cold.  Cant 
say  when  I  will  be  in  Warrenton  if  ever.  Let  me  hear  from 
you  in  reply  very  soon  at  Kinston,  Lenoir  Co  N.C. 

I  hope  you  will  excuse  a  rambling  &  uninteresting  letter,  as 
I  am  suffering  very  much  from  cold  &c. 

Had  a  letter  from  Mr  Dobbin17  yesterday — only  politics. 


John  W.  Ellis  to  Miss  Lucy  E.  Williams.        A-Polk. 

[June  9th  '54] 

Yr  kind  favor  was  found  in  the  office  on  my  return  last 
evening  and  I  hasten  to  reply:  thereby  obeying  the  scriptural 
injunction  of  returning  good  for  evil.  You  have  no  idea  of 
the  punishment  that  has  been  inflicted  upon  you  by  yr  tardy 
reply  to  my  notes.  I  passed  Warrenton  Depot  on  last  Sunday 
&  had  a  good  mind  just  to  run  down  &  see  you,  hearing  that 
Maj.  Polk18  of  Tenn.  was  on  a  visit  to  you:  but  on  reflection, 
concluded  that  you  had  given  me  the  cut  direct  &  so  I  passed 
on are  you  not  very  sorry? 

I  was  pleased  to  hear  you  had  a  pleasant  trip  North.  Saw 
Genl.  Haywood  on  my  way  up  &  he  reported  your  movements. 


"James  C.  Dobbin. 
"Major  William  H.  Polk. 


The  Papers  of  John  W.  Ellis  137 

Poor  Bob,19  how  dreadful  low  he  is  in  consequence  of  Miss 
W's20  flirtation.  By  the  bye,  what  does  Mary  mean  by  such 
cruel  trifling  with  a  susceptable  young  man's  feelings?  I  have 
heretofore  told  you  what  I  would  do  with  all  such  had  I  my 
way  with  you.  Am  pleased  to  hear  from  Miss  R.21  and  to  learn 
that  she  is  looking  well.  She  is  a  smart  girl  and  attractive  too, 
not  withstanding  some  little  old  grudge  I  have  against  her, 
in  common  with  yourself.  Ah!  Miss  Lucy  was  not  that  a  cruel 
business,  that  letter  of  yours  &  hers  to  me  at  Old  Point?  Does 
not  your  conscience  reprove  you  at  the  bare  recurrence  to  the 
subject — one  of  your  warmest  &  best  friends  too.  There  is 
but  one  way  to  mend  that  grievance.  A  Lady's  hand  would  go 
far  to  cause  me  to  forget  and  forgive.  I  infer  from  the  coquettish 
way  you  refer  to  the  subject  that  Miss  R.  is  engaged  to  the 
Naval  man:22  if  so,  may  she  find  it  to  her  present  and  future 
happiness,  is  the  fervent  wish  of  her  true  friend. 

Why  were  you  not  explicit  on  the  subject.  You  can  see  through 
a  mill  stone  as  far  as  anyone.  You  know  all  about  the  state 
of  certain  matters — I  know  you  do,  so  no  denial.  Come  be 
merciful,  throw  aside  cruel  coquetry  for  once  and  tell  me  can- 
didly all  about  matters.  In  doing  so  you  will  speak  to  a  friend 
who  will  appreciate  and  not  abuse  your  confidence  There  is 
no  time  for  delay  as  I  will  make  a  final  and  important  resolve 
soon.  I  could  join  you  at  Shocco23  this  Summer,  but  why  should 
I?  No,  I  will  not,  unless  the  skies  are  bright.  I  will  have  no 
more  flirtation. 

I  could  also  go  to  O.P.24  but  for  the  same  reason  will  not. 
I  will  be  at  Warrenton  on  my  circuit  in  the  Fall,  but  it  will 
then  be  too  late.  The  resolve  will  be  taken  ere  then — the  door 
will  be  closed.  Speak  while  there  is  yet  time. 

There  is  no  news  just  now  I  will  write  you  again  at  length 
after  yr  reply Please  reply  to  this   sometime   within 


"Robert  W.  Haywood. 

20Mary  J.  White. 

21Rebecca  Brehon. 

22Thomas  M.  Crossan. 

23Shocco  Springs,  fashionable  resort  and  watering  place  in  Warren 
County.  The  hotel  was  built  about  1835,  destroyed  by  fire,  1875;  it  would 
accommodate  as  many  as  400  guests.  Here  in  1857,  a  grand  tournament 
was  held  with  all  the  trappings  such  as  described  in  Ivanhoe.  This  was 
one  of  the  more  elaborate  means  of  entertainment  for  the  southern  aristo- 
crats. Robinson,  North  Carolina  Guide,  424;  The  News  and  Observer, 
May  24,  1925. 

2401d  Point. 
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the  present  year — an  early  answer  would  be  prized.  Try  for 
once  &  write  the  day  after  you  get  this. 

Please  remember  me  to  your  Mother25  &  if  you  choose  to 
Miss  R — assuring  them  that  they  will  ever  be  kindly  remem- 
bered by  me. 

So  good  night  for  the  present  Sweet  dreams  to  you  forever. 


John  W.  Ellis  to  Miss  Lucy  E.  Williams,        A-Polk. 

June  25th  '54. 

Your  very  kind  reply  to  my  late  note  is  just  at  hand  for 
which  please  accept  my  thanks. 

Your  promptness  deserves  commendation,  which  is  here  most 
bountifully  rendered. 

I  am  in  haste  to  leave  for  an  extra  court  in  Stanly — will 
be  absent  one  week  only — will  not  be  able  to  write  at  length. 

Your  information  in  relation  to  R.26  is  Satisfactory.  "The 
die  is  cast,  the  Rubican  is  past"  &c — &c.  Mind  made  up — no 
use  of  coming  to  Shocco.  Will  pass  O.P.27  early  in  July  on  my 
way  north.  I  have  an  Idea  of  going  on  and  paying  my  devo- 
tions to  a  fair  nymph  who  is  now  there — only  in  a  general  way; 
— but  still  I  dont  know  what  it  might  end  in;  these  ladies  are 
so  facinating.  If  I  am  caught  in  a  web  then  so  mote  it  be,  and 
farewell  to  the  Shades  of  Shocco. 

Miss  R.  I  presume  will  renew  her  engagement  with  the  Lt.28 
or  at  all  events,  if  she  does  not,  it  matters  but  little  to  me  as 
there  is  no  opening.  You  ask  me  when  I  will  visit  Warren  in 
the  Fall,  and  lay  some  stress  upon  it  as  if  it  were  a  matter  of 
consequence.  I  am  able  to  inform  you  precisely  when  I  will  be 
there;  unless  I  should  swap  off  that  circuit — which  I  have  a 
notion  of  doing.  I  will  be  in  Warren  from  Oct.  15th  to  Oct. 
21st — i.e.,  if  I  am  there  at  all.  Thank  you  for  yr.  invitation  to 
Shocco — would  be  pleased  to  come,  but  then,  as  the  Yankees 
say  it  would  not  pay.  Pehaps  I  may  drop  in  at  O.P.29  if  I  hear 
that  you  or  Mary  White  are  there. 

Suppose  you  take  Mary  W. — R  &  whomever  else  you  please 


25Mary  K.  Williams. 
26Rebecca  Brehon. 
2701d  Point. 
28Thomas  M.  Crossan. 
20Old  Point. 
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and  visit  O.P.  I  will  drop  in  if  you  let  me  know  precisely  when 
you  will  be  there.  Write  immediately  in  reply  as  no  time  is  to 
be  lost. 


Nancy  R.  White  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Quito,  (Ecuador,)  17th  July,  1854. 

Your  very  welcome  letter  of  Jan  28th  did  not  reach  us  until 
the  first  of  April.  Ordinarily  we  receive  our  letters  in  a  month 
from  New  York.  They  are  detained  at  Panama  about  a  week, 
and  sometimes  a  week  at  Guayaquil,  and  it  requires  another 
week  for  them  to  climb  over  Chimborazo  to  Quito.  We  receive 
a  mail  here  twice  a  month,  but  cannot  send  home  oftener  than 
once  a  month,  the  Steamer  leaving  Quayaquil  for  Panama  the 
last  day  of  each  month;  So,  you  see  our  post  is  an  isolated  one. 

We  were  very  much  rejoiced  to  hear  from  you:  Besides, 
yours  was  the  first  letter  we  had  received  from  N.  Carolina 
since  our  arrival  here.  Mr.  White30  has  written  you  twice,  and 
sent  several  "Circulars,"  printed  slips,  &c.  to  you;  as  also,  to 
all  our  lady  acquintances  in  Salisbury.  And  more  over,  we  have 
sent  most  of  our  friends  in  Carolina,  a  "Convite"  to  attend 
our  "Tertulia,"  on  the  22d  Feb:  But  to  this  day,  none  of  you 
have  notified  us  of  your  "regrets"  for  your  nonattendances ! 
However,  we  got  thro'  with  the  affair  very  Satisfactorily  in 
your  absence,  the  President31  (El  Jefe  Supremo)  of  the  Re- 
public and  his  Lady,  honoring  us  with  their  gracious  presence, 
— His  "Excellentissimo"  ordering  the  "National  Band  of  Music," 
at  Mr.  White's  request  to  come  to  our  House,  to  help  the  waltzers 
in  their  graceful  "girations"  thro'  the  "Sala  grande."  All  were 
much  gratified, — So  they  said;  and  of  course  we  were.  The 
4th  was  remembered  by  us,  and  passed  off  quite  as  pleasant 
as  the  22d. 

I  regret  to  perceive,  that  a  cloud  seems  to  hang  over  your 
spirits.  I  hope,  however,  that  this  sombre  aspect  will  have  been 
but  momentary.  "There  is  a  silver  lining  to  every  cloud."  I 
trust  that,  in  due  time,  the  path  of  duty  will  be  clearly  brought 


30Philo  White. 

"General  Jose  Maria  Urvina,  President  of  Ecuador,  1852-1856.  Webster's 
Biographical  Dictionary  (Springfield,  Massachusetts:  G.  and  C.  Merriam 
Company,  1962),  1,503,  hereinafter  cited  as  Webster's  Biographical  Dic- 
tionary. 
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before  you,  and  that  a  kind  Providence,  in  whose  hands  our 
destiny  is  fixed,  will  lead  you  to  that  goal  of  eminence  and 
honor  upon  which  your  aspirations  may  be  fixed.  Could  I  afford 
you  any  kind  of  consolation  or  advice,  more  material  than  my 
sympathies,  it  would  give  me  very  great  pleasure  thus  to  in- 
crease your  happiness. 

I  have  become  pretty  well  acclimated  to  this  temperature, 
which  is  cool,  damp,  and  disagreeable  in  the  winter  or  rainy 
Season,  which  has  continued  until  the  present  moment,  but 
which  is  now  expected  to  be  superseded  by  five  or  six  months 
of  dry  weather.  The  climate  is  uniform  and  Salubrious. 

When  we  arrived  here,  we  were  enfeabled  and  exhausted; 
and  we  recruited  so  slowly  that  for  three  months  I  confess 
a  feeling  of  deep  depression  came  over  me;  rendered  the  more 
grievous,  from  the  reflection  that  I  was  in  a  strange  country, 
and  among  a  people  whose  language  I  did  not  understand,  both 
of  us  in  a  sick  and  feeble  condition  neither  one  of  us  able  to 
assist  or  nurse  the  other.  This  feeling  was  soon  dispeled,  how- 
ever, by  the  kind  attentions  of  our  land-lady,  and  others,  we 
having  boarded  a  short  time  at  first. 

The  Journey  from  Guayaquil  to  Quito  is  very  fatiguing,  as 
we  had  of  course  to  make  it  on  Mule-back, — You  would  have 
been  amused  to  see  our  "caravan,"  of  fourteen  mules,  and  Seven 
Indians,  with  one  Negro  Man  as  a  body  servant,  and  guide. 
Our  trunks  were  lashed,  one  on  either  side  of  the  mule's  back: 
Our  bedding,  which  consisted  of  a  mattress  blankets,  &c.  to- 
gather  with  our  change  of  clothing,  made  quite  a  load;  and 
after  this  manner  the  whole  of  our  "equipage"  and  "flite" ;  was 
packed  on  these  docile  beasts.  The  country  through  which  we 
pass'd  for  four  days,  is  settled  mostly  by  Indians.  The  first  day 
or  so,  I  felt  nervous,  seeing  so  many  faces  of  Indians:  But  I 
soon  got  the  better  of  this  feeling,  finding  the  natives  a  very 
humble  and  docile  race.  After  this,  the  country  is  more  thickly 
settled;  and  we  pass'd  through  many  Towns  and  Villages,  ac- 
commodations being  good  for  the  country,  with  very  little 
necessity  for  using  our  own  bedding  and  provisions:  Indeed, 
we  were  entertained  sumtuously,  and  gratuitously,  in  the  Towns 
and  country  Seats.  They  said  it  gave  them  pleasure  to  entertain 
us,  as  Mr.  White  was  the  Representative  of  so  great  a  country 
as  ours !  The  scenery  is  romantic  and  beautiful,  and  the  country 
extensively   cultivated.   And   almost   endless   variety   of   fruits 
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grow  all  over  this  region  in  perfection:  You  see  the  Coffe 
the  Pine-apple  and  the  Cottontree,  with  innumerable  flowers 
and  creeping  vines.  Much  of  the  road  presents  a  very  beautiful 
prospect,  particularly  where  the  country  is  under  cultivation. 
The  farms  are  all  hedged  with  the  Cactus  and  Shrubbery.  No 
other  fencing  is  met  with,  as  the  country  is  devoid  of  timbered 
land. 

In  the  Mountains,  the  roads  are  very  rugged,  the  ascent 
being  sometimes  very  precipitous ;  I  had  a  fine  sure-footed  mule, 
and  an  excellent  side-saddle,  with  a  support  for  my  back 
which  are  very  requisite  for  mountain  travel, — and  besides 
well  secured  by  crupper  and  breast  band.  The  descent  is  like- 
wise very  precipitous,  your  mule  having  sometimes  to  jump 
from  one  rock  to  another!  Steps  are  worn  in  the  rocks,  by 
travil  and  by  the  washing  of  the  Mountain  streams.  In  many 
places  the  road  is  cutout  from  the  sides  of  the  mountain,  and 
is  very  narrow,  sometimes  overhangs  precipices  of  a  thousand 
feel  perpendicular!  We  frequently  met  gangs  of  mules,  llamas, 
jacks,  &c.  laden  with  merchandise,  in  those  narrow  passes! 
It  seemed  a  miracle,  that  we  always  escaped  accidents,  Our 
guide  often  had  to  shout  to  the  muleteams  to  halt  for  us  to 
pass.  I  rode  the  whole  distance  with  one  stirrup,  altho'  I  had 
one  affixed  on  each  side  of  my  saddle. 

We  road  over  a  very  dangerous  mountain  road  called  the 
uCuesta,"  just  after  a  shower  of  rain.  It  was  consequently  as 
slippery  as  ice!  Our  guide  was  riding  a  horse,  in  place  of  a 
mule:  He  slipped,  and  fell!  I  trembled  for  Mr.  W's  and  my 
safety!  But  fortunately,  by  an  effort,  our  mules  carried  us  up 
in  security!  In  the  rainy  Season  it  is  very  dangerous  traveling 
this  route;  but  this  was  the  dry-season,  and  it  was  neither  as 
dangerous  nor  as  tedious  as  had  been  represented  to  us.  In 
fact,  feeble  as  we  both  were  we  enjoyed  the  magnificent  scenery 
very  much.  And  when  we  dismounted  at  the  foot  of  "Chim- 
borazo,"  by  the  side  of  a  beautiful  stream  to  take  our  luncheon, 
I  felt  full  compensated  for  all  the  fatigue  and  unpleasantness 
of  lodging  in  the  dirty  houses  of  the  natives  on  the  rout  with 
pigs,  fleas,  and  chickens  to  lie  down  among. 

I  had  seen  the  magnificent  mountain,  in  her  garb  of  ever- 
lasting winter,  at  the  center  of  the  Torrid  Zeone! — and  I  was 
content  to  bear  an  expatriation  from  home  and  friends,  for  a 
season,  as  the  price  of  this  gratification. 
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The  travel  from  Guayaquil  to  Quito,  usually  consumes  about 
eight  days :  We  were  two  weeks  on  the  road,  however,  stopping 
nearly  a  week  to  rest,  after  we  got  among  white  people.  Quito 
is  quite  a  pretty  Spanish  City,  and  well  built  up,  with  a  popu- 
lation of  70,000,  all  told.  The  Society  is  very  good;  but  the 
Religion  is  nothing  better  than  Idolatry  and  fanaticism.  There 
is  not  a  North  American  in  Quito,  and  only  three  gentlemen 
(that  we  see)  who  speak  English!  A  Scotchman  an  Irishman 
and  an  Italian! — The  lady  of  the  Spanish  Charge,  speaks  a 
little  English,  and  she  is  the  only  lady  that  I  can  talk  with! 
Mr.  White,  (as  you  know)  formerly  spent  some  years  in  South 
America,  and  thus  became  in  a  degree  farmiliarized  with  the 
customs,  the  manners,  and  the  language  of  the  Country.  The 
fact  of  his  being  able  consequently,  to  make  himself  somewhat 
at  home  among  these  people,  of  course  serves  to  prevent  me 
from  becoming  "gloomy,"  and  indulging  in  loneliness. 

With  pleasure  I  would  write  you  often,  and  write  you  "long 
letters,"  too,  were  I  not  so  clumsy  at  that  business.  I  fear  your 
patience  will  now,  be  wearied  with  this  scrawl.  It  would  afford 
me  very  great  pleasure  to  hear  from  you  often. 

We  are  ever  anxious  to  learn  of  your  health,  your  prosperity 
and  happiness:  And  we  are  deeply  interested  in  all  that  is 
transpiring  in  and  around  my  native  Town. 

As  I  wish  to  write  to  your  Sister,  Mrs.  Pearson.32  I  bid  you 
adieu  for  the  present. 


Speech  at  the  Railroad  Celebration.  UNC. 

Salisbury,  N.C.,  January  4,  1855.33 

Fellow  Citizens,  of  Western  North  Carolina,  Ladies  and  Gen- 
tlemen; I  greet  you,  this  day,  with  congratulations.  I  congratu- 
late you,  one  and  all,  of  this  vast  multitude,  upon  the  happy 
circumstances  that  now  surround  us.  No  ordinary  occurrence 
agitates  this  community.  No  common  emotion  is  this,  that 
pervades  all  Society,  and  turns  all  men,  from  their  accustomed 
pursuits.  A  feeling  of  universal  interest,  has  arrested  the  hand 
of  labor  in  its  various  occupations,  and  brought  together  here, 


"Elizabeth  Ellis  Pearson. 

33The  crowd  was  estimated  at  15,000  people.  Carolina  Watchman,  Janu- 
ary 11,  1855. 
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thousands  of  our  fellow  citizens  from  neighboring  Counties 
and  Towns.  Cold  as  is  this  winter's  day,  all  ages  and  both  sexes 
are  here.  The  man  of  reverend  years  has  come,  to  look  upon  a 
proud  inheritance  which  he  will  leave  to  posterity,  and,  to  bless 
it;  the  middle  aged  is  here,  to  contemplate  the  incentives  now 
offered  to  a  manly  industry:  the  mere  child  is  here,  to  gaze 
upon  the  magnificent  prospect,  that  opens  upon  his  future 
career.  And  well  for  us,  my  fellow  citizens,  that  it  is  So.  Well 
may  we  all  in  turn,  with  reverential  gratitude,  to  a  benign 
Providence,  and  thank  Him,  that  he  has  Spared  our  lives  to 
See  the  coming  of  this  day,  and  the  imposing  ceremonies  which 
it  brings  with  it. 

Here  we  are  to  day,  far  among  the  hills  of  North  Carolina, 
more  than  two  hundred  miles  from  the  ocean,  and  eight  hundred 
feet  above  its  level,  to  celebrate  an  event,  which  brings  that 
ocean  to  our  very  doors.  It  is  true,  we  do  not  look  upon  its 
physical  grandeur;  we  do  not  enjoy  the  emotions,  which  its 
beauty  and  its  vastness  inspire;  nor,  do  we  hear  the  music  of 
its  roar:  but,  for  all  the  great  useful  purposes  of  life,  that 
ocean  is  brought  to  us.  Wonderful  achievement  of  a  wonderful 
age!  And  full  in  view,  Stands  the  Agent  by  which  all  this  has 
been  accomplished.  The  rail-way  is  here,  and  the  locomotive; 
in  all  its  length,  and  breadth,  and  full  proportions.  Look  upon 
it!  those  of  you  who  have  seen  it  in  other  places,  and  welcome 
its  coming  hither.  Look  upon  it!  those  of  you  who  now  See 
it  for  the  first  time;  and  feed  your  growing  curiosity,  with- 
out stint  and  without  blush;  for  it  will  ever  challenge,  the 
curiosity  of  the  most  learned  and  most  wise.  In  it,  the  fictions 
of  other  days  are  realized,  in  all  the  fullness  of  truth.  Would 
you  witness  an  exhibition  of  physical  strength,  greater  than 
was  ever  narrated  of  Hercules;  then,  it  may  be  seen  here. 
Would  you  have  Speed;  then,  the  fleetest  chariot  that  ever 
graced  the  Olympic  races,  is  more  than  vanquished  here.  It 
does  not  literally  travel  upon  the  wings  of  the  winds,  but  it 
travels  with  the  wind  and  before  the  wind. 

Let  us  pause!  My  fellow  citizens,  in  the  midst  of  our  con- 
gratulations, to  acknowledge  a  debt  of  gratitude,  which  we 
owe  the  authors  of  this  noble  enterprise.  Those  patriotic  and 
public  Spirited  citizens,  who  have  contributed  their  energies 
and  their  means  to  its  advancement,  will  receive  their  well 
merited  reward,  in  the  lasting  thanks  of  a  grateful  community. 
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It  will  be  remembered  too,  that  the  liberal  aid  of  North  Caro- 
lina has  been  extended  to  it  from  the  beginning.  North  Caro- 
lina has  done  this;  our  own  native,  beloved,  North  Carolina. 
We  cherish  and  revere  that  name,  for  the  honor  which  attaches 
to  it,  and  the  honorable  inheritance  which  it  confers  upon  every 
[one]  of  her  native  sons.  For,  every  one  born  upon  her  terri- 
tory, may  reflect  upon  this  circumstance  with  exultation  and 
pride.  Her  history  unfolds  a  page,  everywhere  blazoned  with 
letters  of  living  light,  where  posterity  may  read,  the  honorable 
deeds  of  illustrious  men.  The  torch  of  liberty  first  lighted  on 
her  soil,  continued  to  burn  on,  and  burn  brightly,  through  the 
darkest  hours  of  a  bloody  revolution;  and  with  the  blessing  of 
God,  will  continue  to  burn  in  the  hearts  and  bosoms  of  her 
resolute  sons  forever.  It  may  be,  that  She  cannot  claim  as  her 
own,  as  rich  a  commerce,  or  as  fruitful  an  industry,  as  other 
States;  but  wherever  her  name  is  pronounced  among  men; 
whether  in  the  halls  of  legislation,  in  the  marts  of  great  cities, 
or  in  general  society;  it  Stands  Side  by  side,  closely  associated, 
inseparable  linked,  with  the  idea  of  honor; — hightoned  in- 
corruptible honor,  and  unblenched  integrity.  Let  us  this  day, 
thank  her  for  the  generosity  displayed  in  this  County.  Let 
these  assembled  thousands,  of  her  native  Sons,  in  the  midst 
of  their  rejoicings,  with  hearts  filled  with  gladness  and  with 
hope,  raise  that  name  in  honor  upon  their  united  voices,  and 
speak  out  the  true  Sentiments  of  the  bosom:  "The  old  North 
State  forever." 

But,  fellow  citizens,  it  is  not  this  mere  structure  of  earthen- 
work,  nor  the  long  trail  of  iron  rail,  nor  yet  the  admirable 
mechanism,  by  the  mysterious  workings  of  which,  these  aston- 
ishing results  are  attained,  that  awakens  the  deep  and  universal 
interest  manifested  by  this  assembly.  Wonderful  as  all  these 
are,  our  toil  and  our  treasure,  were  expended  to  little  purpose, 
did  they  accomplish  nothing  more.  No  gentlemen!  this  is  no 
idle  pageant.  We  are  here  to  celebrate  a  triumph  over  material 
nature,  whence  will  flow  blessings  to  our  latest  posterity. 
Hence  forth,  the  hand  of  labor  will  be  stimulated,  for  the 
laborer  will  be  sure  of  his  reward.  Blessed  by  Providence 
with  a  kind  and  fruitful  Soil,  we  will  be  led  by  the  prospect 
of  remuneration,  to  introduce  all  the  useful  improvements  of 
agriculture  and  the  farm.  The  whole  community  will  be  quick- 
ened to  a  lively  industry;  for  industry  will  now  have  its  fas- 
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cinations, — the  most  powerful  of  human  incentives;  the  as- 
surance of  a  competency;  of  independence;  of  wealth.  Every- 
where, upon  every  hill  and  in  every  valley,  our  fields  will  in 
due  Season,  teem  with  the  "golden  harvests."  Convenient  and 
comely  homes  will  be  established  for  our  people;  for  homes 
here,  will  now  have  all  their  natural  attractions.  Yes,  gentle- 
men! henceforth,  we  are  to  have  homes  here  in  Western  North 
Carolina ;  homes  that  will  check  that  Spirit  of  emigration,  which 
has  already  Scattered  so  many  members  of  dissevered  families 
through  the  wide  spread  dominions  of  this  Republic;  homes 
where  we  may  live  contentedly  and  in  peace,  loving  and  fear- 
ing God,  Surrounded  by  all  who  are  dear  to  us  in  life.  Cities 
and  towns,  the  necessary  appendages  of  a  prosperous  country, 
will  Spring  up  amongst  us,  under  the  stimulant  of  an  active 
and  buisy  commerce.  Our  moral  condition  too,  will  receive  its  due 
Share  of  this  general  improvement.  Possessed  of  the  means,  all 
conditions  of  men  will  be  enabled  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of 
education  and  a  moral  culture.  Everywhere  over  the  land,  will 
arise  the  temples  of  the  living  God,  whose  mercies  have  been 
visited  so  bountifully  upon  us,  where  will  ascend,  Sabbath 
after  Sabbath,  praises  to  his  holy  name.  This  is  no  mere  crea- 
tion of  the  imagination.  It  will  all  follow,  most  certainly  and 
Surely,  as  it  has  followed  elsewhere,  a  fair  and  just  remunera- 
tion of  labor;  which  we  now  have  guarrantied  to  us.  Yes,  gen- 
tlemen! we  may  now  hail  the  day!  for  it  is  at  hand,  when  all 
will  realize  the  great  Truth:  "The  laborer  is  worthy  of  his 
hire;"  and,  I  am  happy  to  See  So  many  of  the  working  men 
of  this  community,  assembled  here  to  welcome  the  coming  of 
the  auspicious  event.  None  have  cause  to  greet  it  with  a  more 
heartfelt  joy.  The  industrial  occupations  will  furnish  the  means 
of  culture  and  refinement  from  this  time  hence. 

In  this  manner,  it  has  been  considered,  and  well  considered 
too,  that  the  railway  tends  to  equalize  the  conditions  of  men. 
Indeed,  it  may  be  regarded  as  the  boldest  agrarian  of  the 
age;  yet,  it  pulls  down  no  man's  fortunes;  it  does  its  work 
in  a  manner  more  grateful  to  the  philanthropist,  and  more 
acceptable  to  God;  by  elevating  the  poorer  and  more  humble. 
It  tolerates  no  inferior  dependent  class  of  men;  but  dispels 
social  inequality  and  Social  despotism,  that  necessary  hand 
maid  of  political  tyranny.  It  is  a  fact  to  be  noted,  that  the 
railway  enterprises  of  the  present  day,  are  doing  more  than 
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any  other  Single  agent  to  Spread  the  liberal  principles  of  free 
government  throughout  the  world.  In  what  country  then,  Should 
they  be  more  fostered,  than  in  this  Republic  of  ours?  by  whom 
more  cherished,  than  republicans  like  us  ? 

Fellow  citizens,  every  period  of  the  worlds  history,  presents 
Some  achievement,  more  prominent  than  others,  as  distin- 
guishing the  people  and  the  age  of  its  accomplishment.  This 
our  time,  is  especially  characterised  by  the  progress  made  in 
the  arts  of  peace;  the  most  considerable  of  which  is,  the  ap- 
plication of  Steam  power  to  physical  nature.  What  Steam  has 
accomplished  upon  water,  every  navigable  Stream  and  every 
ocean  under  heaven  will  attest.  What  it  has  effected  upon 
land,  affords  a  subject  of  more  interesting  contemplation.  Con- 
fining ourselves  to  this  country,  we  may  witness  numerous 
lines  of  rail  way,  traversing  thousands  of  miles  of  the  broad 
teritory  of  the  Republic,  cementing  and  binding  together  in 
harmonious  union,  interests  however  discordant.  The  uniform 
idea  prevailing  with  the  projectors  of  these  works,  is,  to  begin 
upon  our  Atlantic  coast,  and  Stretch  away  towards  the  fertile 
valley  of  the  Mississippi.  Already  Six  different  communica- 
tions of  the  kind  have  been  completely  opened  between  the 
waters  of  the  ocean  and  the  great  western  Valley,  and  others 
are  in  successful  progress.  Almost  every  Seabord  State  claims 
one,  as  peculiarly  her  own,  and  North  Carolina,  has  wisely 
entered  the  lists  of  this  noble  competition.  We  have  much  yet 
to  do,  it  must  be  confessed,  to  the  complete  attainment  of  our 
great  aim;  but  already,  we  have  accomplished  much.  Not  the 
least  of  our  embarrassments,  have  been  our  own  incredulity, 
and  if  it  may  not  be  deemed  too  harsh  an  expression,  in  Some 
measure,  our  own  prejudices.  These,  to  a  great  extent,  have 
been  removed;  and  we  have  arrived  at  that  point,  when  no 
man  can  rise  and  ask  office  at  the  hands  of  the  people,  within 
many  a  goodly  league  of  where  I  now  Stand,  without  at  the 
same  time,  pledging  the  most  solemn  assurances,  that  he  will 
exert  the  legitimate  influence  of  that  office,  to  the  advancement 
of  these  improvements. 

I  would  fellow  citizens,  that  all  the  people  of  North  Caro- 
lina could  witness  the  Spectacle  presented  here  this  day.  Could 
they  look,  as  we  do,  upon  these  thousands  of  happy  faces  beam- 
ing with  gladness  and  joy;  Could  they  See  the  rich  man  and 
the  poor,  all  ages  and  all  conditions  of  people,  rejoicing  to- 
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gether  over  a  common  blessing ;  could  they  behold  the  Schackles 
that  have  been  thrown  off  from  a  pent  up  and  imprisoned 
community;  there  would  arise  from  their  generous  bosoms 
but  one  voice, — a  strong,  unbroke  aye,  for  a  rail  way  beyond 
the  mountains  to  our  utmost  State  limits.  There  would  be  no 
discordant  Sounds  of  East  and  West,  Whig  and  Democrat,  to 
mar  the  harmony  of  that  voice;  but  North  Carolina  would  be 
united,  as  she  was  upon  another  memorable  occasion,  and  a 
great  public  good,  would  prove  the  fruit  of  that  union. 

We  are  Sometimes  told,  that  the  geographical  figure  of  North 
Carolina  is  such,  as  not  to  admit  of  a  general  system  of  State 
improvements;  that  She  is  too  long  a  State;  and  that  her 
great  rivers  all  run  in  the  wrong  direction.  These  rivers  have 
been  directed  in  their  course,  by  the  hand  of  an  all-wise  Creator. 
Their  waters,  gushing  out  from  our  mountains,  have  pursued 
their  present  channels  from  the  beginning  of  time ;  So  let  them 
flow  on  forever.  Our  teritory  too  long!  It  is  the  ample  patri- 
mony of  a  noble  ancestry;  it  was  freed  from  the  hand  of  op- 
pression by  their  toils  and  their  labors,  and  cemented  together 
in  all  parts,  by  the  best  blood  of  a  holy  Revolution;  and  there 
is  no  crown  or  diadem,  of  this  world's  principalities,  So  rich 
in  jewels,  as  to  be  equal  to  the  purchase  of  one  Square  foot 
of  this  teritory.  We  have  it,  as  it  was  handed  down  to  us  by 
the  Creator  himself,  through  the  hands  of  illustrious,  Self- 
sacrificing  men;  like  christians  let  us  cherish  it  like  resolute 
men,  let  us  improve  and  beauti[f]y  it. 

There  is  too,  an  assuming  patriotism,  ever  apprehensive  of 
danger,  that  now  and  then,  whispers  into  our  ears,  with  a 
mysterious  air  of  foreknowledge,  the  admonition  "be  cautious." 
Pray  Sirs,  be  cautious  of  what?  Cautious  of  engaging  in  a 
field  of  labor,  which  experience,  and  our  own  true  interests, 
teach  us  is  a  fruitful  field!  Cautious  of  extending  a  prosperity 
now  enjoyed  by  a  portion  of  our  people,  and  which  is  So  pal- 
pably visible  to  all!  Cautious  of  entering  upon  the  plain,  broad 
road,  that  leads  at  once  to  our  Country's  greatness  and  gran- 
deur. I  understand  not  Such  caution: — but,  the  Subject  is  in 
wiser  hands,  I  will  pursue  it  no  further. 

I  would  not,  my  fellow  citizens,  justify  myself  to  my  own 
Sentiments,  and  I  am  Sure  I  would  not  to  yours,  did  I  fail 
to  recognize,  in  an  especial  manner,  the  presence  of  our  fair 
hearers,  who  honor  this  occasion  with  their  attendance.  True 
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to  the  noble  impulses  of  their  own  noble  nature,  they  have 
come  out  to  day,  to  animate  us  with  smiles  of  approbation. 
And  it  is  ever  thus.  Never  has  man  engaged  in  a  good  or  a 
great  undertaking,  but  he  has  been  Sustained  and  Stimulated 
by  all  the  enthusiasm  of  woman's  nature.  She  is  the  Star,  in 
the  horoscope  of  our  earthly  destiny,  that  never  Sets.  She 
blesses  us  when  we  pursue  the  path  of  rectitude  and  virtue; 
and  when  we  Stray  away,  She  never  deserts,  but  pleads  on 
with  us,  and  pleads  back  to  duty,  in  the  spirit  of  heavenly 
charity.  Throughout  life  She  is  with  us,  and  adheres  to  us, 
in  all  its  changing  fortunes.  She  greets  us  with  Smiles,  when 
the  curtain  first  rises  upon  that  eventful  drama,  and  when 
it  drops  upon  its  last  Scene,  She  mourns  us  with  tears: — 
and,  if  there  be  Seen  a  flower  to  bloom  upon  the  Solitary  grave, 
be  Sure,  'twas  planted  by  the  hand  of  woman. 

And  there  is  no  place,  my  fair  countrywomen,  upon  the 
broad  earth's  expanded  Surface,  where  you  can  assemble  in 
triumph,  with  a  Surer  claim,  and  a  firmer  title,  than  here 
upon  this  Soil  of  Western  North-Carolina: — a  land  liberated 
from  oppression,  in  part,  by  the  hands  of  your  heroic  Mothers, 
and  connected  in  all  its  history,  with  memorable  associations 
honorable  to  your  Sex.  We,  the  people  of  the  Yadkin  and  Ca- 
tawba, recount  with  pride,  the  revolutionary  Services  of  a 
Locke,34  a  Rutherford,35  a  Davie,36  a  Polk,37  a  Graham,38  and  a 
Davidson;39  but  the  bosom  Swells  with  a  deeper  emotion,  when 
we  pronounce  the  names  of  Elizabeth  Steele,40  Wilson,41  Flinn,42 


34Matthew  Locke,  member  of  the  Provincial  Congress  from  Rowan 
County,  August,  1775;  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  1777-1780, 
1783,  1785,  1789-1792;  member  of  the  State  Senate,  1781-1782,  1784.  Con- 
nor, Manual,  1913,  408,  789-790. 

'"Griffith  Rutherford  (1731-1800),  member  of  the  Colonial  Assembly  from 
Rowan  County,  1766-1771,  1773-1775;  Sheriff  1767-1768;  Revoluntionary 
General;  member  of  the  State  Senate,  1777-1780,  1783-1784,  1785-1786. 
Ashe,  Biographical  History,  II,  381-386. 

36William  R.  Davie  (1756-1820),  Revolutionary  Patriot;  lawyer;  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Halifax  (Town),  1789,  1791,  1793-1794, 
1796,  1798;  founder  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  1795;  Governor, 
1798-1799.  Ashe,  Biographical  History,  VI,  188,  197. 

37Thomas  Polk. 

ssWilliam  Graham. 

s9John  Davidson  (1735-1832),  member  of  the  Colonial  Assembly  from 
Mecklenburg  County,  1773;  member  of  the  Mecklenburg  Convention,  1775; 
Major  in  the  Mecklenburg  Militia,  1776.  Graham,  The  Mecklenburg  Dec- 
laration of  Independence,  134-136. 

^Elizabeth  Maxwell  Steele  (1733-1790),  born  in  Pennsylvania,  removed 
later  to  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina.  She  and  her  husband  kept  a  tavern 
in  Salisbury.  She  gave  two  bags  of  gold  and  silver  coins  to  General 
Nathanael  Greene  to  help  the  Revolutionary  cause.  It  said  that  General 
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and  their  honored  companions;  for  the  women  here  were  all 
patriotic.  With  truth  it  may  be  said  of  them,  that  they  were: 

'Toes  to  tyrants  and  their  countries  friends"  An  interest- 
ing incident,  is  narrated  by  the  historian,  as  illustrating  the 
Spirit  that  prevailed  among  them  generally,  in  those  troubled 
times  of  our  countries  difficulties  and  danger.  The  ladies  of 
Mecklenburg  and  Rowan,  entered  into  Solemn  resolutions, 
formally  drawn  up,  to  which  they  affixed  their  hands,  and  to 
the  observance  of  which,  they  pledged  their  most  Sacred  honor, 
that  they  would  write  their  destiny,  with  no  young  man,  who 
was  not  a  true  friend  of  his  country,  and  who  did  not  bear  arms 
in  that  country's  cause.  And,  as  may  be  well  conjectured,  after 
these  resolutions,  few  were  So  bold  as  to  acknowledge  them- 
selves the  followers  of  King  George. 

Such  my  fair  hearers,  were  the  virtues  and  heroism  of  your 
ancestors  of  the  Revolution.  Trained  in  no  polished  School 
of  fashionable  morals,  but  in  the  unpretending  families  of 
Scotch  Irish  presbyterians ;  born  in  no  regal  palaces,  but  in 
the  humble  tenements  of  the  frontiers  of  North  Carolina; 
reared  in  no  courtly  Society,  but  among  a  plain  and  primitive 
people;  Yet,  all  the  evidences  of  their  own  great  deeds,  unite 
in  pronouncing  them,  true  women ! 

The  spectacle  before  us,  my  fellow  citizens,  fills  the  mind 
with  interesting  reflections.  Standing  here  in  the  middle  of 
the  nineteenth  century,  we  may  contemplate  the  social  con- 
dition of  our  people,  its  progress  and  its  prospects,  with  entire 
Satisfaction.  If  we  look  forward  into  the  future,  we  may  See 
enough  through  the  partially  elevated  curtain  that  veils  our 
eyes  from  the  things  to  come,  to  inspire  us  with  the  liveliest 
hopes.  If  we  look  back  into  the  past,  we  may  See  from 
whence  we  have  come,  the  progress  we  have  made  in  the  acts 
of  peace,  the  Sum  and  Substance  of  all  our  labors.  Eighty  Years 

Greene,  upon  receipt  of  this  money,  told  Mrs.  Steele  that,  "These  two  bags 
of  specie  now  represent  the  treasure  of  the  American  Army."  Lou  Rogers, 
Tar  Heel   Women    (Raleigh:    Warren   Publishing   Company,   1949),   23-30. 

41Mrs.  Eleanor  Wilson,  wife  of  Robert  Wilson  of  Steele  Creek,  Mecklen- 
burg County.  "From  the  first  to  the  last,  Mrs.  Wilson  espoused  the  cause 
of  liberty,  and  exulted  in  every  patriotic  success."  C.  L.  Hunter,  Sketches 
of  Western  North  Carolina,  Historical  and  Biographical.  Illustrating  Prin- 
cipally the  Revolutionary  Period  (Raleigh:  The  Raleigh  News  Steam  Job 
Print.,  1877),  146-147,  hereinafter  cited  as  Hunter,  Sketches  of  Western 
N.C. 

42Mrs.  Flinn  was  "Among  the  widowed  mothers  who  early  instilled  into 
their  rising  generation  a  deep  love  of  their  country,  and  a  manful  deter- 
mination to  defend  their  firesides  and  their  homes  .  .  ."  Hunter,  Sketches 
of  Western  N.C,  143. 
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Since, — the  Short  period  of  human  life, — there  might  have 
been  Seen  in  this  section  of  North  Carolina,  but  a  Sparse 
population,  and  they,  worn  down  by  the  toils  of  a  Seven  Years 
war;  farms  neglected  amid  the  conflict  of  arms;  families  rent 
asunder  by  the  arduous  service  of  the  country;  and  almost 
every  one,  mourning  the  loss  of  some  one  or  more  of  its  mem- 
bers, either  Slain  in  battle,  or  taken  off  by  disease  in  a  camp 
illy  provided  with  the  necessaries  of  life.  All  along  the  present 
line  of  railway  from  Charleston  to  this  place, — and  it  So  happens 
that  these  works  follow  in  almost  the  identical  track  traversed 
by  the  invading  army, — the  country  was  laid  waste,  by  a  rapa- 
cious soldiery.  This  very  spot  resounded  with  the  tread  of 
hostile  troops;  and  this  community,  Shared  the  havoc  of  that 
war.  How  has  the  scene  changed!  Those  of  us  who  are  enabled 
to  make  the  contrast  through  the  aid  of  history  and  tradition, 
are  filled  with  wonder  and  gratitude ;  but  if  there  be  one  within 
the  hearing  of  my  voice,  who  was  an  eye  witness  to  the  events 
of  that  day,  and  who  has  come  out  to  behold  this  spectacle, 
well  may  he  doubt  the  evidences  of  his  own  senses.  To  the  eyes 
of  Such  a  man,  the  blessings  of  liberty  will  appear  robed  in 
all  their  heavenly  virtues.  Yes,  gentlemen,  these  are  indeed 
the  results  of  liberty;  of  republicanism: — the  workings  of 
a  free  Constitution. 

If  there  be  a  man  here,  who  would  calculate  for  himself  the 
value  of  the  noble  work  of  our  ancestors;  what  it  has  been 
worth  to  us  as  a  people,  and  what  we  have  gained  by  their 
toils  and  Sacrifices;  let  him  look  first  upon  the  one  of  these 
pictures,  and  then  upon  the  other: — Upon  the  Charleston  of 
that  day,  the  center  of  Southern  commerce  and  wealth,  given 
over,  after  the  Shedding  of  much  blood,  into  the  hands  of  the 
Spoilers ; — her  citizens  taken  captive ; — her  commerce  destroyed, 
and  her  Shipping  with  cargoes,  all  Surrendered  to  the  enemy, 
as  the  Spoils  of  war.  Let  him  look  upon  Camden,  turned  into 
a  fort,  and  the  band  of  patriots  assembled  for  its  relief;  dis- 
persed, captured,  or  Slain: — Upon  Charlotte,  invested  by  the 
victors,  and  her  citizens  subjected  to  the  harshest  rigors  of 
war: — Upon  Salisbury,  in  the  same  forlorn,  destitute  con- 
dition. And  then  let  him  turn  and  look  upon  the  picture  of 
this  day: — upon  the  Charleston  of  this  our  time, — proud  im- 
perial Charleston!  buisy  with  the  active  employments  of  trade, 
— a  commerce  that  reaches  far  towards  the  west,  and  gathers 
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into  her  most  the  rich  products  of  the  Mississippi.  Pursuing 
the  Same  route  of  the  invaders,  he  will  find,  everywhere,  a 
prosperous,  happy  people,  Surrounded  by  the  comforts  and 
refinements  of  civilized  life;  and  when  he  reaches  Charlotte, 
in  his  tour  of  observation,  let  him  pause!  to  contemplate 
with  admiration,  the  new  scene  that  greets  his  eye.  The  old 
market  house,  from  the  Shelter  of  which:  "a  few  untrained 
malitia  kept  in  check  the  whole  British  army,"  is  indeed  gone: 
— Polks  mill  too,  where  was  garnered  most  of  the  grain  of 
the  country,  some  few  thousands  of  bushels,  has  passed  away; 
but  in  their  Stead,  Stand  magnificent  Structures,  filled  with 
numerous  mercantile  commodities,  the  products  of  the  labor 
of  an  industrious,  contented,  farming  population: — And  when 
he  reaches  Concord,  he  will  find  a  handsome  growing  town, 
where  then,  was  not  even  a  village: — and  upon  arriving  at 
Salisbury,  he  will  See,  what  you  and  I  now  look  upon,  with 
feelings  which  I  will  not  attempt  to  describe.  Among  other 
things,  he  will  observe,  that  one  of  our  oldest  occupants, — 
the  house  that  furnished  quarters  for  British  officers, — is  about 
to  depart  from  us  forever.  Already,  has  one  half  of  it  yielded 
to  the  Spirit  of  improvement; — the  other  still  lingers,  but  only 
for  a  day: — Side  by  side  those  structures  stand,  true  types 
of  the  respective  ages  in  which  they  were  erected: — the  one 
Stands,  a  relic  of  tyranny; — and  a  shabby  relic  it  is; — the 
other  peers  aloft,  a  proud  monument,  of  the  prosperity  of  a 
free  people. 

Such  a  contrast,  will  enable  every  one,  to  place  a  true  value 
upon  the  admirable  system  of  free  government,  bequeathed 
to  us  by  our  ancestors.  And  enjoying,  as  we  do  to  day,  its  ample 
protection;  let  us  invoke  the  blessings  of  heaven  upon  it.  May 
it  continue  to  us,  and  to  those  who  Shall  come  after  us,  in  all 
its  original  purity,  until  the  fulness  of  time  Shall  be  complete. 

Fellow  citizens,  while  we  are  here  celebrating  the  triumphs 
of  peace  and  of  liberty,  in  the  very  midst  of  the  visible  evi- 
dences of  their  inestimable  worth;  while  citizen  meets  citizen, 
with  mutual  congratulations,  upon  their  happy  fortunes;  while 
these  thousands  of  freemen  rend  the  air  with  their  rejoic- 
ings; a  far  different  Scene,  is  being  enacted  by  our  fellow 
men,  in  another  part  of  the  globe.  All  Europe  is,  this  day, 
convulsed  with  the  shock  of  arms.  Already,  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands  of   human   beings,   have   been   torn   from   families   and 
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friends; — from  the  occupations  of  industry  and  the  comforts 
of  home; — and  sent  to  the  distant  scene  of  a  devouring  war: 
for  as  yet,  none  has  been  attended  with  So  great  a  sacrifice 
of  human  life.  At  this  time,  eleven  thousand  widows  of  its 
victims,  are  raising  their  weeping  Supplications  to  the  English 
government,  for  the  means  of  Saving  them  from  Starvation. 
Such  are  its  mournful  trophies!  And  for  what  purpose,  and 
to  what  end,  is  all  this?  Is  it  the  Struggle  of  an  oppressed 
people,  thirsting  for  liberty?  Does  the  contest  involve  any  great 
principle  of  human  rights?  Is  the  arm  of  the  combatant  nerved 
with  new  vigor,  as  he  reflects,  that  it  is  raised  to  secure  the 
peace  and  happiness  of  his  posterity?  Does  the  poor  dying 
Soldier,  as  he  gives  up  his  life  on  the  bloody  field,  turn  his 
last  prayers  to  a  just  Creator,  with  the  hope  to  attain  his  for- 
giveness and  mercy,  because  he  dies  in  the  cause  of  truth; 
of  humanity,  and  religion.  No!  my  fellow  citizens!  No  Such 
hopes  cheer  his  dying  reflections.  It  is  said  to  be  a  war,  the 
object  of  which  is,  to  preserve  the  balance  of  power.  Whose 
power,  and  what  power?  The  power  of  the  people? — of  the 
children  of  the  many  thousands  that  are  sacrificed  in  the  con- 
test? No,  gentlemen!  but  the  power  of  rapacious,  Selfish,  Sin- 
ful despots.  We  as  republicans,  Sympathize  with  neither  of 
the  combatants:  with  Russia  we  cannot,  for  it  is  a  despotism; 
with  the  Turk,  we  dare  not;  for  his  is  a  despotism,  founded 
in  infidelity,  and  characterized  by  barbarous  and  unchristian 
practices :  but,  we  do  pity  and  commiserate  the  wretched  people, 
who  are  dragged  into  the  contest,  and  who  Suffer  all  its  desola- 
tion: And  even  for  them, — deep  in  Slavery  as  they  are  Sunk, 
— we  cherish  hope; — hope  that  they  will  yet  rise  to  the  true 
dignity  of  man,  and  to  the  free  exercise  of  those  faculties, 
with  which  their  Creator  has  endowed  them. 

Fellow  citizens,  if  ever  a  kind  Providence,  presented  an  aw- 
ful warning  to  a  free  people,  Surely,  it  is  this.  0 !  may  it  sink 
deep  into  our  hearts,  and  prove  a  lesson  of  wisdom  never  to 
be  forgotten !  May  the  wretched  condition  of  that  people  inspire 
us  with  a  resolution  to  prolong  these  blessings  of  freedom! — 
to  perpetuate  American  liberty,  as  long  as  there  is  an  American 
people  to  enjoy  it! 

We  are  happily  freed,  from  many  causes  of  European  dis- 
sension. We  have  no  geographical  divisions  of  teritory,  about 
which  to  quarrel; — no  "balance  of  power,"  here,  to  preserve; 
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but  all  is  ours,  as  far  as  our  own  eagle's  flight,  from  ocean 
to  ocean.  The  same  sun,  that  greets  our  National  banners 
posted  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  as  he  rises  in  the  morning,  sheds 
the  parting  lustre  of  his  rays,  upon  the  Stars  and  Stripes  of 
the  Republic,  on  the  shores  of  the  Pacific,  as  he  sinks  to  his 
evening's  rest.  It  is  true,  we  have  our  own  domestic  Subjects 
of  irritation  and  excitement; — our  own  jealousies  and  rivalries; 
— and,  our  own  human  passions,  with  which  to  contend;  but, 
these  belong  to  our  nature,  and  are  the  common  destiny  of 
men.  Were  it  otherwise,  the  patriot  would  have  but  little  labor 
here  to  perform.  But,  as  fierce  as  these  passions  may  at  times 
become; — as  high  as  the  Storm  may  rage  in  the  breasts  of 
men; — however  unjust  and  excessive  may  be  their  temporary 
indulgence; — I  will  ever  indulge  the  hope,  that  they  are  within 
the  controll,  and  will  be  controlled,  by  a  considerate  majority: 
— And,  as  long  as  there  is  reason  among  our  citizens; — Wisdom 
in  our  councils; — religion  in  our  pulpits; — and  as  long,  as 
heavenly  charity,  descends  from  on  high,  to  chasten  the  hearts 
and  minds  of  this  people,  peculiarly  blest  of  God,  I  shall  never 
despair  of  that  liberty,  whose  fruits  are  now  ripening  and 
maturing  everywhere  over  the  land.  Who  is  there,  that  could 
destroy  all  this  prosperity!  Who  could  turn  this  Sunshine 
into  darkness!  No!  The  man  does  not  live,  in  the  broad  limits 
of  the  Republic,  who  could  ply  the  torch  immolating,  to  this 
proud  fabric.  No!  my  fair  countrywomen!  I  do  you  justice; — 
no  American  mother,  could  give  birth  to  Such  a  Son:  No 
poisonous  nutriment  was  ever  drawn  from  an  American  mother's 
breast ; — all  is  patriotism  there.  The  thing  is  morally  impossible. 

But  fellow  citizens,  I  detain  you  too  long.  The  immediate 
object  of  my  rising,  was  to  extend  a  welcome,  in  behalf  of 
the  people  of  Rowan,  to  all  persons  here  assembled. 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  we  can  entertain  you  upon  no  "field 
of  cloth  of  gold,"  like  that,  upon  which  rival  monarchs  once 
met,  to  display  their  tinsel  ornaments;  but  we  offer  you  that, 
which  you  will  doubtless  prize  more, — a  genuine,  true  hearted, 
North  Carolina  welcome ; — and  you  well  know,  what  that  means. 
But  need  I  repeat  the  word!  Who  cannot  read  it  in  the  multi- 
tude before  us!  It  Swells  high  in  every  bosom;  it  beams  from 
every  eye;  and  is  reflected  from  the  thousands  of  happy  faces 
around  me. 

People  of  the  Yadkin  and  Catawba!  this  is  a  day,  when  all 
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private  jealousies  and  rivalries  should  be  forgotten.  It  is  em- 
phatically, a  day  of  rejoicing.  Let  us  bear  in  sacred  remem- 
brance, that  Solemn  meeting  which  once  took  place  between 
the  Same  people, — the  generation  that  has  just  passed  away, 
— and  emulate  the  true  spirit  of  union  and  harmony,  that 
hallowed  it.  The  scene  is  indeed  changed,  but  the  grand  pur- 
pose is  the  Same.  Graham  of  Mecklenburg,  and  Locke  of  Rowan, 
shed  their  blood  together,  on  the  Same  day,  upon  the  Same 
field,  and  in  the  Same  great  cause.  They  met  in  war;  we  meet 
in  peace;  they  met  to  raise  their  country's  drooping  flag,  from 
the  dust  of  the  tyrant's  foot;  we  meet  to  waive  that  flag  aloft 
in  triumph,  over  a  free  and  happy  people: — over  a  land  of 
civilization  and  progress,  "truth  and  justice,"  "religion  and 
piety,"  liberty  and  law. 

This  my  countrymen!  is  the  feast  to  which  we  have  invited 
you  to  day.  Kings  and  monarchs  have  had  their  feasts;  where 
wild  revelry  has  done  its  utmost; — when  "every  room  Hath 
blaz'd  with  lights,  and  brayed  with  minstrelsy";  but,  the  world 
has  not  yet  Seen,  a  banquet  Surpassing  this, — the  feast  of 
a  free  people.  Welcome  ye,  to  it!  Welcome  ye,  all!  to  the  homes 
and  hearts  of  the  people  of  Rowan. 


John  W.  Ellis  to  Thomas  Bragg.  Penna. 

Salisbury  July  15th  1855. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor 
of  the  13th/inst  relative  to  the  Special  Term  of  Court  in  Bun- 
combe, and  construction  of  the  Statute  upon  that  Subject. 

I  regret  that  my  reply  to  yours  of  a  former  date,  was  so 
framed  as  to  bear  the  interpreation  which  your  Exc'ly  places 
upon  it.  I  had  not  intended  to  assert  a  "right"  to  decline  an 
appointment  to  hold  a  Special  Term,  at  my  mere  "pleasure," 
but  only  for  sufficient  cause, — as  in  the  case  of  Sickness  o^ 
for  other  like  urgent  reason.  The  cause  assigned  in  my  com- 
munication, could  have  been  stated  more  explicitly  and  in  de- 
tail, had  I  considered  it  necessary;  but  I  had  hope,  that  a  ref- 
erence to  it  as  of  a  "domestic"  nature  would  have  been  deemed 
sufficient. 

I  do  not  consider  it  within  my  province,  here,  to  place  any 
construction  upon  the   Statute   referred  to,   and   I   have   said 
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thus  much,  only  in  explanation  of  my  former  communication; 
certainly  I  would  not  be  the  first  to  act  upon  any  interpreta- 
tion of  the  Statute,  which  might  be  regarded  as  even  a  doubt- 
ful one:  and  in  the  course  persued,  if  correctly  informed,  I 
am  sustained  by  the  example  of  a  very  respectable  Judge,  under 
similar  circumstances,  in  like  cases,  and  perhaps,  in  reference 
to  the  particular  court  in  question. 

You  will  please  excuse  this  lengthy  reply — 


Philo  White  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Legation  of  the  United  States, 
Quito,  22c  August,  1855. 

Some  months  having  elapsed  since  any  communication  has 
passed  between  our  families,  I  shall  not  stop  to  inquire  on 
whose  side  of  the  epistolary  leger  the  Debit  stands,  but  will 
now  proceed  to  "square  up"  the  account  on  our  part. — After 
the  first  impression  of  novelty  has  passed  away,  this  is  really 
the  most  monotonous  country  I  ever  sojourned  in, — and  you 
know  I  have  traveled  some.  As  my  wife43  has  now  seen  most 
of  the  sights  of  Quito  and  of  Ecuador,  time  seems  to  hang 
rather  heavily  upon  her,  and  she  says  she  is  ready  to  go  home! 
Yet,  as  there  is  a  promotion  in  prospective  for  the  Legation, 
— the  new  Diplomatic  System  of  raising  the  grade  of  the  post 
to  that  of  "Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary," 
but  the  appointment  to  which  Att'y.  Genl  Cushing's44  "Opinion" 
has  postponed  until  the  meeting  of  Congress, — she  says  we 
might  as  well  stay  out  our  full  probation,  (another  year  or  so) 
so  as  to  attain  the  highest  grade  under  our  diplomatic  Code, 
before  we  retire  from  public  life !  So  much  for  a  little  ambition ! 

Until  within  two  or  three  months  since,  there  were  some 
things  peculiar  to  these  countries,  which  my  wife  had  not 
seen — or  partaken  of, — or  participated  in:  there  were,  1st, 
A  Breakfast  in  the  country, — which  is  partaken  of  at  12  o'clock, 
M.,  and  which  would  be  somewhat  of  a  novelty  in  our  country. 


43Nancy  R.  White. 

"Caleb  Cushing  (1800-1879),  member  of  Congress,  1835-1843;  Envoy 
to  China,  1843-1845;  appointed  Brigadier  General,  1847;  Attorney  General, 
1853-1857;  chairman  of  the  Democratic  National  Conventions  at  Baltimore 
and  Charleston,  1860;  Envoy  to  Spain,  1874-1877.  Biographical  Directory 
of  Congress,  768. 
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The  wealthy  have  their  country  Seats,  (Fincas)  as  with  us, 
— and  the  very  wealthy  embellish  their  cottages,  gardens, 
huertas,  baths  and  promenades,  in  somewhat  after  a  regal 
style, — so  as  to  make  these  country  residences  not  comfortable, 
but  luxurious.  Well,  we  had  repeatedly  been  invited  by  Senor 
Modesto  Larrea,  (formerly  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  iterino, 
and  who  has  been  abroad,  &  speaks  French,  in  addition  to 
his  own  language)  to  visit  his  Fined  at  Huapelo,  one  league 
from  the  City,  in  a  deep  valley,  and  were  especially  asked 
to  be  there  on  a  particular  day  designated.  We  accordingly 
saddle  our  Horses  early  in  the  morning,  and,  accompanied  by 
a  servant,  and  an  Arriero  sent  to  guide  us,  rode  over  hills  and 
through  deep  gorges  to  la  Villa  de  Huapelo. — We  found  it  a 
most  charming  place,  with  the  dwelling  and  grounds  highly 
embellished,  &c, — beautifully  shaded  promenades,  with  a  pro- 
fusion of  flowers  &  fruits,  a  luxurious  Bath,  with  a  living 
stream  from  the  mountains  conducted  through  it  by  means 
of  aceqnias,  "Jet  d'eaus"  in  the  gardens,  &c.  &c.  &c:  Indeed 
it  was  so  enchanting  in  its  tout  ensemble,  that  I  named  it 
"El  Val  Paraiso,"—Va\e  of  Paradise ! ! 

Senor  Larrea  has  his  third  Wife:  She  is  young,  for  him, 
(about  35)  en  bon  point  in  form,  with  a  complexion  as  trans- 
parent as  the  blended  rose  and  lily  can  make  it, — not  a  sprinkle 
of  the  Moore  in  her  blood:  Of  course  she  is  beautiful:  She 
has  an  unmarried  Sister,  Senorita  Alegria  (  a  delightful  name) 
who  is  as  fair  as  herself,  but  unfortunately  muy  gordo, — too 
fat!  Besides  those  two  Ladies,  La  Sefiora  Mercedes  Gabino, 
(the  owner  of  the  House  I  rent  in  the  City)  and  her  beautiful 
little  Daughter  Rosa,  were  there.  Of  Gentlemen,  Genl  Gana, 
the  Chilian  Envoy,  and  his  Suite, — Mr.  Cope,  English  Charge, 
— Senor  Sucre,  the  youngest  brother  of  the  late  celebrated 
General  of  that  name, — Senor  Domingo  Gomez,  Director  of 
the  National  Mint  in  Quito,  (who,  when  he  visits  the  ILS. 
to  procure  new  Machinery  for  the  Mint,  means  to  marry  Miss 
Livingston  of  N.  York,  if  she  will  have  him, — she  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  the  former  Charge  in  Quito) — and  some  half  a  dozen 
others,  were  there  as  guests, — say  15  in  all.  Our  Breakfast 
(at  12,  M.)  was  sumptuous;  and  they  persuaded  us  to  stay 
for  Dinner,  at  5  o'clock  P.M :  We  accordingly  had  to  ride  home 
after  dark.  We  indeed  had  a  fine  time  of  it. 

2dly,  she  had  not  seen  a  large  Tertulia,  (Ball) — only  our 
own  small  affairs, — because  they  are  almost  universally  given 
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in  this  country  on  Sundays,  which  of  course  conflicts  with 
her  scruples.  But  Gen.  Gana,  the  Chilian  Minister,  was  de- 
termined she  should  be  gratified,  and  got  up  a  large  Tertulia 
on  a  Thursday  evening.  He  being  without  a  Family,  and  with 
a  Suite  of  gallant  young  Gentlemen,  managed,  after  can- 
vassing the  whole  City,  and  beating  about  among  the  country 
residences  some  two  weeks,  aided  by  his  suite,  in  getting  to- 
gether a  larger  and  more  elite  "reunion"  of  Ladies,  than  had 
been  seen  in  Quito  for  years, — the  people  of  this  country, 
from  the  bitterness  of  party  strifes,  &c.  being  so  shockingly 
split  up  into  cliques,  and  family  feuds,  that  it  is  seldom  any 
considerable  number  can  be  induced  to  meet  in  social  reunions. 
This  assemblage  of  all  classes  of  Fashionable  Ladies,  at  the 
Chilian  Minister's,  therefore,  afforded  a  rare  opportunity  to  my 
wife  to  mingle  and  become  acquainted  with  very  many  of  the 
Fashionables  of  Ecuador,  which  she  might  otherwise  never  have 
fallen  in  with,  as  our  visiters  and  associates  are  mostly  of  the 
Government  party;  and  she  enjoyed  the  occasion  vastly.  The 
ladies  are  very  dressy;  copying  mostly  the  French  "Modes," — 
indeed,  some  Quito  Ladies  have  married  Frenchmen,  and  are 
living  in  Paris. 

Sdly:  The  "Sedan  Chair,"  was  another  thing  she  had  never 
seen,  much  less  rode  in:  The  night  of  Gen.  Gana's  Tertulia 
was  damp,  and  there  being  no  such  thing  as  a  wheel'd  vehicle 
in  Quito,  a  distinguished  Lady,  a  near  neighbor  of  ours,  (the 
widow  of  the  late  illustrious  General  Sucre,  second  only  to 
Bolivar  of  all  the  Great  men  of  South  America)  loaned  my 
wife  a  "Silla  de  Mano,"  (Sedan  Chair) — and,  after  this  novel 
style,  she  rode  to  the  Party, — the  "vehicle"  being  carried  on 
the  backs  (or  shoulders)  of  Indians,  who  in  these  countries 
are  as  essentially  beasts  of  burden  as  their  yoke-fellows  the 
Donkeys.  This  "ride,"  to  her  at  least,  was  "something  new 
under  the  sun" ! 

Having  seen  most  of  the  "sights"  of  Ecuador,  she  says  she 
is  ready  to  go  home!  Yet,  like  myself,  having  sojourned  in 
this  far  off  region  a  year  and  a  half,  she  is  willing  to  stay  out 
another  year,  with  a  prospect  of  my  obtaining  another  pro- 
motion, under  the  new  Diplomatic  System, — which  assigns  an 
"Envoy  Extraordinary — and  Minister  Plenipotentiary''  to  this 
legation; — So  we  do  not  expect  to  home  before  Deer.  1856. 
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Trusting  you  both,  with  Mrs.  P's45  interesting  family  are 
healthy  and  happy — Mrs.  White  joins  me  in  kindst  regards 
to  yourselves,  and  all  inquiring  friends. 


Philo  White  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

"Ambato,"  (Ecuador,) 
18th  July  1856. 

In  accordance  with  commercial  usage,  I  inclose  to  you  here- 
with a  ''Second"  of  my  Bill  of  Exchange  No.  24,  of  date  30th 
June,  drawn  on  Hon.  Sec'ry  of  State,  payable  to  your  order, 
at  two  days'  sight,  for  One  Thousand  Dollars, — the  "first,"  of 
like  date  and  tenor,  having  been  forwarded  to  you  from  Quito 
in  the  month  of  June.  This  "Second,"  of  course,  is  intended 
to  be  used  only  in  the  contingency  of  the  loss  or  miscarriage 
of  the  "First." 

Since  I  wrote  you  last  month,  Mrs.  White46  and  myself  have 
been  rusticating  in  this  small  Town,  some  two  days'  (mule) 
ride  from  Quito,  on  the  great  mail  route  thence  to  Guayaquil. 
It  is  in  a  deep  Valley,  on  the  banks  of  a  river  of  Cascades, 
and  constituting  the  head-waters  of  the  "Pastara,"  a  tributary 
of  the  great  Amazon.  Although  from  the  bluffs  surrounding 
this  Valley,  the  mighty  "Chimborazo"  looms  up  apparently 
very  near  you,  (in  reality,  however,  60  or  70  miles  distant) 
yet  the  Town  is  so  deeply  nestled  at  the  bottom  of  the  "Vega," 
that  we  are  in  a  good  degree  shielded  from  the  chilling  winds 
that  sweep  over  the  country  from  the  perpetual  snows  that 
cap  the  summit  of  that  "Monarch  of  Mountains" ;  and  the  tem- 
perature here  is  much  more  congenial  with  our  constitutions 
than  that  of  Quito.  Being  comfortably  lodged  in  this  Villa, 
we  shall  remain  here  a  few  weeks  longer  before  returning  to 
Quito:  We  have  already  experienced  benefit  from  the  change. 

Even  here  in  our  retreat,  however,  having  bro't  with  me  a 
portion  of  the  Archives  of  the  Legation,  I  am  more  or  less 
occupied  every  day  with  official  duties,  in  recording  back  papers, 
documents,  &c,  which  had  accumulated,  and  in  corresponding 
frequently  with  the  Government  here  on  new  matters,  or 
discussing  old  claims.   These   duties,   added  to  monthly  com- 


45Elizabeth  Ellis  Pearson. 
"Nancy  R.  White. 
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munications  with  the  Department  at  home,  and  a  semi-official 
correspondence  with  our  Diplomatic  and  Consular  Agents  in 
neighboring  Republics,  as  well  as  with  claimants  for  indemnity 
on  this  Government  at  home  and  abroad; — all  keeps  me  so 
laboriously  employed,  that  I  am  really  pressed  for  time  to  do 
justice  to  my  somewhat  extensive  private  correspondence.  I 
am  consequently,  as  you  may  readily  imagine,  an  entire  stranger 
to  what  is  called  leisure!  I  know  not  what  its  sensations  are: 
nor  do  I  desire  to  test  its  congeniality  with  my  temperament, 
as  I  need  occupation  to  save  my  system  from  falling  into  a 
collapse! 

Mrs.  White  is  at  intervals  exceedingly  homesick;  but  she 
bears  up  wonderfully  and  occasionally  diverts  her  mind  by 
writing  to  friends  at  "home," — that  is,  in  North  Carolina, 
Wisconsin,  Whitestown,  New  York,  &c, — altho'  it  is  an  irk- 
some task  for  her  to  indite  letters. — By  the  way,  we  receive 
such  quantities  of  Newspapers,  periodicals,  pamphlets,  Maga- 
zines, &c,  by  every  Steamer  mail  from  the  United  States,  which 
is  due  twice  a  month,  (although  we  enjoy  only  monthly  oppor- 
tunities of  sending  home)  that  Mrs.  W.  has  reading  matter 
sufficient  to  keep  her  mind  pretty  much  absorbed  with  the 
current  news,  the  periodical  literature  of  the  day,  &c,  until 
another  two  weeks  roll  around,  with  the  arrival  of  a  fresh 
mail. 

Moreover,  she  can  find  abundant  occupation,  whenever  she 
chooses,  in  looking  after  our  domestic  concerns.  There  being 
no  such  thing  as  boarding  out,  in  these  countries,  every  family 
has  of  necessity  to  "keep  house."  And  altho'  I  have  a  "Major 
Domo,"  who  does  all  the  marketing,  &c.  and  plenty  of  other 
servants  as  operatives  &c,  in  the  kitchen  and  in  the  house, 
yet  Mrs.  W.  takes  upon  herself  sl  good  deal  of  trouble,  and  at 
times  is  considerable  vexed,  in  order  to  shape  the  household 
operations  according  to  her  own  preconceived  notions,  as  she 
was  wont  to  do  "at  home."  So  you  see  that  she,  like  myself, 
need  have  no  idle  times  here. 

I  last  month  admonished  you  against  giving  heed  to  what 
is  said  in  the  papers  favorable  to  breeding  the  Llama  in  the 
United  States:  They  tell  me  it  is  a  profitless  animal  here;  and 
I  feel  pretty  well  assured,  that  it  would  prove  worthless  in 
our  country. 

I  inclose  a  few  Seeds, — some  of  which  are  those  of  esculents, 
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and  others  of  a  flowering  tree :  Yon,  or  your  Sister  Mrs.  Pear- 
son, might  perhaps,  as  a  pastime,  test  their  adaptability  to 
the  climate  of  Carolina. 

Mrs.  White  joins  me  in  kindest  regards  to  you  and  your 
Sister  Mrs.  Pearson,47  and  your  Mother,48  and  their  families, 
and  to  all  others  of  our  relatives  and  friends  who  manifest 
an  interest  in  our  behalf. 

With  an  anxious  desire,  on  the  part  of  Mrs.  W.  and  myself, 
for  your  continued  health  and  wellbeing, — 

[P.S.]  Mrs.  W.  desires  me  to  request,  that,  when  you  find 
leisure  to  write  us  again,  (after  the  receipt  of  this)  you  will, 
after  having  the  goodness  to  present  our  kind  remembrances 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Michael  Brown,  and  all  the  members  of  their 
family  remaining  in  Salisbury,  let  us  know  how  they  are  all 
faring,  and  where,  they  all  are  ?  &c.  &c. 

I  have  just  met  with  an  article  in  an  American  Newspaper, 
on  "Agricultural  Bubbles,"  so  much  to  the  point  of  your  allu- 
sion to  the  "Llama"  mania  in  Carolina,  that  I  inclose  it  to 
you  along  with  this  letter. 


John  W.  Ellis  to  David  L.  Swain.   UNC — Swain. 

Morganton,  Nov.  18th  /56, 

I  am  informed  that  Mr  H.  H.  Smith,49  late  of  Catawba  Col- 
lege, will  be  an  aplicant  for  the  vacant  Professorship  of  Agri- 
cultural Chemistry  in  our  University,  at  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Feeling  an  interest  in  a  continuance  of  that  prosperity 
which  our  University  has  enjoyed  for  some  years  past,  and 
the  high  attainments  of  scholarship,  by  Mr  Smith,  being  known 
to  me,  I  take  the  liberty  of  bearing  testimony  to  his  fitness  for 
the  position  referred  to,  So  far  as  I  am  capable  of  judging. 

Mr  S.  is  a  gentleman,  and  in  all  his  deportment  manifests 
a  becoming  Sense  of  proprieties  of  life.  He  is  extensively  and 


"Elizabeth  Ellis  Pearson. 

^Judith  Bailey  Ellis. 

49Hildreth  Hosea  Smith  (1820-?),  Professor  at  Catawba  College  at 
Newton,  North  Carolina,  1850;  President  of  that  institution,  1851-1856; 
Professor  of  Modern  Languages  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina, 
1857-1868.  Ellis  had  recommended  Smith  to  be  Professor  of  "Agricultural 
Chemistry."  This  position  was  given  to  John  Kimberly  in  1857.  Battle, 
History  of  the  University,  I,  660-661. 
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favorably  known  in  this  section  of  the  State,  and  especially 
among  the  Lutherans  and  German  Reformed,  who  were  the 
patrons  of  Catawba  College.  These  denominations,  as  you  are 
aware,  are  to  be  found  principally  in  the  Counties  of  Rowan, 
Cabarrus,  Lincoln,  Gaston,  Cleveland,  and  Catawba,  and  mani- 
fest within  late  years,  the  same  interest  in  public  and  general 
education  that  has  so  eminently  characterised  their  bretheren 
in  Penn.  N.  York  and  the  Mother  Country,  (or,  I  believe,  as 
they  call  it,  the  Father  Land).  These  denominations,  have 
heretofore,  patronised  our  University  but  to  a  limited  extent, 
and  I  feel  sure  that,  the  appointment  of  Mr  S.  would  go  far 
to  satisfy  them,  that  our  University  is  free  from  the  influences 
of  sectarianism  in  religion,  as  it  is  exempt  from  the  controll 
of  political  partisanship.  Mr  S.  has  a  large  circle  of  respectable 
connections  to  whom  his  appointment  would  prove  personally 
gratifying. 

You  will  allow  me  to  congratulate  you  on  the  creditable 
manner  in  which  our  University  has  emerged  from  the  mortify- 
ing occurrence,  lately  so  largely  occupying  the  public  mind. — 
And  with  every  Alumni  of  that  Institution,  as  with  every 
friend  of  education,  I  ask  to  be  allowed  to  express  the  fervent 
hope  that  it  will  continue  to  prosper  under  your  directorship 
and  guidance. 


William  W.  Holden  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Raleigh,  Jan.  19,  1857. 

Your  recent  kind  letter  was  duly  received,  and  I  regret  I 
could  not  find  time  to  reply  to  it  sooner.  I  am  always  glad  to 
hear  from  you,  and  to  know  that  you  are  well  and  prospering. 
I  can  never  forget  the  seasons  of  intercourse  between  us  in 
years  long  gone — not  long  gone,  after  all,  for  that  would  make 
you  a  middle-aged,  unmarried  man.  I  have  just  been  through 
the  Journals  of  1846,  looking  up  the  facts  about  the  "Mexican 
Preamble" — and  the  examination  brought  many  things,  long 
asleep  in  memory,  to  vivid  recollection.  You  will  notice  the 
results  of  these  labors  in  the  Standard  of  Wednesday. 

The  Legislature  has  done  little  thus  far.  It  is  doubtful  whether 
any  Bank  will  be  chartered,  except  the  old  State  Bank,  with 
a  charter  not  materially  different  from  that  passed  two  years 
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ago.  I  do  not  think  the  stockholders  will  accept  this;  especially 
as  the  Cape  Fear  Bank,  which  accepted  a  similar  one,  is  now 
praying  amendments  at  the  hands  of  this  Legislature.  The  Leg- 
islature may,  just  before  adjourning,  extend  the  charter  under 
which  the  State  Bank  is  now  working,  for  five  or  six  years — but 
this  is  doubtful.  Caldwell's50  scheme  cannot  pass. 

As  to  internal  improvements  but  little  will  be  done.  The  West- 
ern Extension  will  be  aided,  in  all  probability — but  nothing  will 
be  done,  I  fear,  for  developing  the  Coal  Fields.  The  taxes  will 
have  to  be  increased  about  one  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and 
this,  as  you  may  well  imagine,  has  a  powerful  effect  on  the  minds 
of  the  members.  I  think  it  highly  probable,  however,  that 
some  measure  of  relief  will  be  devised  and  adopted  for  the 
Atlantic  and  N.  C.  Roads. 

As  the  session  approaches  its  close  the  interest  of  those  having 
measures  before  it  increases,  and  the  lobbies  are  pretty  well 
thronged  with  "members'' — the  most  anxious  being  those  hav- 
ing in  charge  the  Cape  Fear  and  Deep  River  interest. 

I  have  looked  for  you  during  the  session,  thinking  you  might 
find  it  convenient  and  agreeable  to  spend  a  few  days  in  the 
City.  I  should  be  glad  to  see  you. 

You  will  observe  that  our  friends  in  the  Commons  have  voted 
down  the  proposition  to  elect  judges  and  magistrates  by  the 
people.  This  was  the  result  of  caucus  determination,  predicated 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  advisable  to  take  no  new  steps  for 
Constitutional  reform  until  the  Free  Sufferage  measure  shall 
have  been  fully  perfected.  Besides,  the  movement  by  the  oppposi- 
tion,  was  no  doubt  for  party  capital. 

Looking  ahead  four  years,  I  have  serious  fears  that  the  black 
Republicans  will  succeed  in  the  Presidential  struggle.  The 
future  is  indeed  gloomy.  The  indications  are  that  Mr.  Seward51 
will  almost  surely  carry  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Ohio; 
and  the  lesser  free  State  stars,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  must 
follow  in  such  a  train.  God  defend  and  preserve  the  Republic! 


60David  F.  Caldwell,  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Guilford 
County,  1848-1858,  1864.  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  634-635. 

"William  H.  Seward. 
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Philo  White  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

"Ambato,"  (Ecuador,) 
18th  May,  1857 

Your  last  favor,  from  Asheville,  Buncombe  County,  was  a 
long  time  in  reaching  us:  But  feeling  a  deep  interest  in  your 
well-being,  we  were  rejoiced  to  hear  of  your  good  health,  and 
that  your  temporal  interests  were  otherwise  prosperous.  A 
communication  in  the  "Standard,"  of  the  latest  date  received 
here,  has  also  assured  us,  in  a  communication  to  the  Editor 
from  "Plymouth,"  Washington  county,  (where  you  was  holding 
Court  on  your  Spring  Circuit)  that  your  "roseate  complexion" 
indicated  youth,  and  the  possession  of  first  rate  health,  &c.  That 
God  may  favor  you  with  a  continuance  of  health  and  prosperity, 
is  the  ardent  desire  of  both  Mrs.  White52  and  myself. 

We  are  again  temporarily  sojourning  at  the  pleasant  country 
Town  of  "Ambato,"  two  or  three  days'  mule  ride  (the  only  mode 
of  traveling  in  this  country, — except  a  pie)  from  Quito,  where 
we  have  taken  refuge  from  the  five  or  six  months'  continuance 
of  cold  rains  and  sleet  in  the  Capital  of  the  Republic.  President 
Robles,53  and  the  Minister  of  Finance,54  are  also  away  from 
Quito,  spending  some  months  in  "Guayaquil,"  the  principal  Port 
in  Ecuador. 

Yet  I  am  as  busily  occupied  as  ever, — corresponding  by  nearly 
every  mail  with  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations55  at  the 
Capital; — which,  with  arrearages  of  copying  &c.  always  on 
hand,  keep  me  laboriously  at  work.  In  fact,  as  I  have  more  than 
once  informed  you,  I  have  never  had  the  assistance  at  this 
Legation  of  either  a  Secretary  or  a  Clerk,  the  Government  not 
having  sent  any  one  out,  nor  any  American  having  come  this 
way  suitable  for  such  duties, —  (the  regulations  of  the  Depart- 
ment allowing  none  but  Americans  to  be  employed  in  the  Foreign 
Missions), — I  have  been  over-tasked,  and  am  enfeebled  in  health. 
Mrs.  White's  health,  however,  is  exceedingly  good,  the  tempera- 
ture of  "Ambato"  being  entirely  congenial  with  her  corporeal 
system. 


"Nancy  R.  White. 

"General  Francisco  Robles,  President  of  Ecuador,  1856-1859.   Webster's 
Biographical  Dictionary,  1,270. 
"Antonio  Mata. 
"Unable  to  identify. 
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But  we  are  cheered  with  the  animating  hope  of  soon  going 
home!  I  have  requested  to  be  relieved  from  this  Mission:  Altho' 
having  business  that  requires  to  pass  the  ordeal  of  the  Ecua- 
torian  Congress,  I  may  have  to  await  its  Session,  which  uni- 
formly adjourns  the  latter  part  of  November:  In  all  human 
probability,  however,  we  shall  leave  Ecuador  for  home  in 
December,  at  farthest,  and  may  hope  to  see  our  friends  in  Caro- 
lina in  the  Spring  of  1858. 

In  the  mean  while,  all  communications  intended  for  us,  should 
be  directed,  as  heretofore,  to  "Quito,  Ecuador, — care  of  Messrs. 
Corning  and  Co.,  New  York." 

The  Cordilleras  of  Ecuador:  In  answer  to  the  query  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Clingman,56  I  can  say,  in  broad  terms,  that  all  the 
Mountains  in  this  region,  present  a  universally  darkgray  desolate 
appearance,  with  very  little  foliage  of  any  kind; — summits  of 
the  highest  of  them,  however,  relieve  the  eye  with  the  glistening 
of  the  snows  that  perpetually  cover  them.  To  the  South  (from 
Ambato)  some  18  miles,  (air  line)  is  Chimborazo, — and  to  the 
East,  say  15  miles,  is  Tungavagua,  which  are  always  capp'd 
with  snows,  and  in  full  view,  and  apparently  very  near:  And 
in  plain  view  from  here,  is  the  Volcanic  Mountain  of  Cotopaxi, 
(the  highest  volcano  in  the  world,  nearly  19,000  ft.)  belching  out 
its  fires  by  night,  and  smoke  by  day ! 

English  Filibustering  &c:  I  have  just  fallen  in  with  Honbl. 
Mr.  Clingman's  incomparable  speech  against  England's  gigantic 
system  of  Governmental  as  well  as  individual  "Filibustering" ! 
His  hits  are  as  admirable  as  they  are  truthful. — But,  I  wish  you 
would  present  my  compliments  to  Mr.  Clingman,  and  say  to 
him,  that  he  is  in  error  in  one  thing,  and  one  only, — that  is,  in 
supposing  my  Huano  Negotiations  with  Ecuador  were  frustrated 
by  English  interference,  or  any  other  agency  short  of  Heaven: 
Altho'  the  French,  the  English,  the  Spanish,  and  the  Peruvian, 
Diplomatic  Representatives  at  this  Capital,  opposed  my  Negotia- 
tion with  their  utmost  energy, — making  formal  protests  against 
it,  verbally  and  in  writing,  even  brow-beating  the  Executive 
Officers  of  this  Government  for  entertaining  it:  And  they  went 
so  far,  after  I  had  completed  the  Negotiation  of  the  Treaty,  and 
consummated  its  signing  and  sealing,  as  to  lobby  with  the 
Members  of  Congress,  to  prevent  its  ratification  by  the 
Chambers.    But    I    achieved    a    complete    triumph    over    the 


"Thomas  L.  Clingman. 
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machinations  of  this  odds  against  me,  (formidable  as  to  num- 
bers) in  carrying  my  Treaty  through  all  its  perils,  and 
obtaining  for  it  the  full  ratification  of  both  Houses  of  Congress. 
And  as  the  Honbl.  Mr.  Benjamin,57  the  distinguished  Senator 
from  Louisiana,  became  the  bearer  of  my  Treaty  to  Washington, 
he  can  verify  to  Mr.  Clingman  all  that  I  have  here  stated.  So 
officious  and  offensive  was  the  interference  of  the  French  Charge, 
in  regard  to  my  Treaty  and  some  other  matters,  that  the  Ecua- 
torian  Government  has  requested  the  French  Emperor  to  recall 
Mons.  Villamus  from  this  Mission! 

My  Treaty  was  not  ratified  at  Washington,  for  the  sole  (tho* 
substantial)  reason,  that  the  consideration  failed, — the  Huano 
of  the  Galapagos  Islands  proving  almost  valueless,  from  the 
drenching  rains  to  which  it  has  been  subjected! 

I  suppose  we  are  kept  pretty  well  posted  up  in  local  incidents, 
through  the  Salisbury  and  Raleigh  papers,  and  by  our  corre- 
spondents in  those  parts. 

This  letter  ought  to  reach  Salisbury  about  the  last  of  June 
or  the  beginning  of  July,  at  which  time  I  presume  you  will  be 
off  from  your  Circuit,  and  at  home. 

Mrs.  White  joins  me  in  affectionate  regards  to  yourself,  your 
Mother,58  and  your  Sister  Mrs.  Pearson,59  and  all  the  children, — 
and  our  kindest  remembrances  to  inquiring  friends. 

P.S.  Should  opportunity  enable  you  to  do  so,  be  good  enough 
to  tender  my  congratulations  to  my  Brother  Diplomat,  Colo. 
John  H.  Wheeler,  upon  his  fortunate  escape  from  all  the  perils 
of  the  shabby  Mission  the  Government  sent  him  upon. — By  the 
way,  I  see  from  the  "Standard/'60  that  the  Colonel  has  taken 
the  "stump"  in  Hertford  county:  What's  he  driving  at?  Or  does 
he  adopt  that  method  of  "Lecturing"  to  his  native  constituency 
upon  his  personal  and  Diplomatic  experience  among  the  "Pulgas" 
and  "Mosquitos"  of  the  Nicaraguan  Lagos? 

And  was  K.N.-ism61  really  arrainged  before  your  Court  at 
Plymouth,   "for  high  misdemeanors,"   &c?   There  must  have 


57Judah  P.  Benjamin  (1811-1884),  admitted  to  the  bar,  1832;  member 
of  the  U.S.  Senate  from  Louisiana,  1853-1861;  Secretary  of  War  of  the 
Confederate  States,  1861-1862;  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Confederate 
States,  1862-1865.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  542. 

58Judith  Bailey  Ellis. 

e9Elizabeth  Ellis  Pearson. 

*°The  North  Carolina  Standard. 

61Know-Nothing-ism,  the  case  in  point  was  tried  in  Plymouth,  Washing- 
ton County,  North  Carolina.  "It  seems  as  if  a  gentleman  who  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Know  Nothing  order  had  withdrawn  from  the  fraternity, 
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been  a  rich  scene  to  behold  at  its  trial,  if  it  actually  came  off ! — 
Should  Kenneth  Rayner  be  out  for  Congress  in  the  1st  District, 
could  not  Colo.  Wheeler  beat  him?  They  are  both  natives  of 
Hertford  co'y-  if  I  mistake  not. — Can't  Puryear62  be  ousted  in 
the  Surry  and  Wilkes  District?  Your  Democratic  Districts  are 
all  safe. — It  looks  as  tho'  Craige  would  have  merely  to  walk  over 
the  course, — at  any  rate,  I  should  think  no  "Shanghai"  (as  they 
call  the  mongrel  party  in  Wisconsin)  would  be  able  to  out-walk 
Burton  Craige,  politically  speaking.  Should  the  K.N.  "case"  be 
reported,  I  should  like  to  receive  a  copy, — if  printed. 


John  W.  Ellis  to  David  L.  Swain.      UNC-Swain 

Salisbury  Sept.  11th  1857— 

The  Mecklenburg  Declaration  is  on  my  mind  again.  It  was 
suggested  by  an  article  in  the  last  Charlotte  Democrat,  con- 
taining "a  synopsis  of  the  proofs"  with  which  you  are  familiar. 
Their  review  presents  one  or  two  things  to  my  mind  which  I 
wish  to  name  to  you,  1st  Capt.  Jack63  says  he  passed  through 
Salisbury  with  the  Declaration  of  the  20th  May,  Court  week, — 

Dunn  &  Boothe64  proposed  to  detain  him  &c 2d  Genl. 

Graham65  says  the  Same:  Also  that  Kennan  an  attorney  in  that 
court  had  Capt.  J.  to  read  his  papers,  which  were  generally 
approved  of — He  got  a  copy  from  Jack.  Now  it  must  be  admitted 

whereupon,  the  lodge  expelled  him  and  published  him  as  unworthy  of 
trust  or  credence.  The  action  is  brought  by  the  ejected  member  of  slander, 
against  the  publishing  committee  claiming  $125,000  damages."  This  clip- 
ping with  no  date,  no  publisher,  was  attached  to  Philo  White's  letter, 
probably  from  The  North  Carolina  Standard. 

62Richard  C.  Puryear  (1801-1867),  member  of  the  House  of  Commons 
from  Surry  County,  1838,  1844-1846,  1852;  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress, 
1853-1857;  delegate  to  the  Confederate  Provisional  Congress,  1861.  Bio- 
graphical Directory  of  Congress,  1,488. 

'"James  Jack  (1739-?),  born  in  Philadelphia  of  Irish  descent;  hotel- 
keeper  in  Charlotte,  North  Carolina;  bearer  of  the  Mecklenburg  Resolves 
to  Philadelphia,  1775;  took  an  active  part  in  the  Revolutionary  War; 
removed  to  Georgia,  1783.  Graham,  The  Mecklenburg  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, 137-138. 

64John  Dunn,  a  lawyer  in  Salisbury,  North  Carolina;  Colonel  in  the 
Militia;  suspected  along  with  another  lawyer,  Benjamin  Boot  Boothe  of 
Salisbury,  of  being  in  communication  with  Governor  Martin  and  of  being 
lukewarm  toward  the  Revolution;  they  were  taken  to  Camden,  South 
Carolina,  and  incarcerated  for  more  than  a  year.  Hoyt,  Murphey  Papers, 
II,  388. 

65Joseph  Graham  (1759-1836),  native  of  Pennsylvania;  removed  to  North 
Carolina,  1768;  Revolutionary  patriot,  and  soldier;  member  of  the  State 
Senate,  1788-1792;  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  iron  at  Vesuvius  Fur- 
nace, Lincoln  County,  1792.  Hoyt,  Murphey  Papers,  1,  188. 
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that,  Jack  went  to  Philadelphia,  &  that  he  passed  through 
Salisbury;  when  he  went,  has  never  been  definitely  determined, 
as  I  am  informed.  It  must  also  be  admitted  that,  he  passed 
through  Salisbury  on  his  way  to  Phild.  on  a  Court  Week.  He 
is  corroborated  in  this,  besides  it  is  a  notable  circumstance 
about  which  he  could  not  probably  be  mistaken.  He  does  not 
Say  what  court,  It  could  not  be  May  court,  for  that  terminated 
before  the  20th,  as  the  record  Shews. — The  next  court  began 
on  the  2d  day  of  Aug.  1775.  The  record  is  perfect.  Is  it  not 
Strange  that  "the  document"  as  Mr  McKnitt  Alexander66  calls 
it  should  have  been  kept  back  from  20th  May  till  1st  Aug.  before 

sending  it  to  Congress?  Court  commenced  on  Tuesday 

on  the  1st  Aug.  (Monday) — the  day  before  court  the  Rowan 
Committee  met,  see  Wheeler  p  366.67  It  was  resolved  that  Col. 
Kennon,68  Mr  Avery69  (lawyers)  &c  were  invited  to  sit  in  the 
committee.  It  is  evident  that  the  Com.  had  not  then  declared 
independence  of  the  Crown.  Two  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration 
of  the  20th — Kennon  &  Avery,  are  here  in  the  Com.  two  months 
after  the  Decl.  &  at  the  very  time  when  Jack  must  have  passed 
through  Salisbury — &  yet  this  Declaration  is  not  made  known 
to  the  Com.  so  far  as  appears.  They  still  hold  on  to  the  Crown 
&  two  of  the  signers  witness  this  without  protesting — Quere? 
Was  not  this  Will  Kennon  the  same  who  represented  Rowan 
in  Cong,  at  Newbern  &  who  was  a  member  of  the  Rowan  Com? — 
Dunn  &  Boote  were  ordered  by  the  Com.  in  Rowan  to  be 
arrested  on  1st  Aug.  1775.  See  the  minutes  of  Com.  Wheeler  367. 
It  seems  they  had  been  arrested  the  day  before  by  order  of 
Kennon  and  Osborne,70  Ibd.  See  also  Dunn's  petition  and  affidavit 
at  Charlestown  Ibd.  377-8.  If  this  be  true, — and  who  will  be 
heard  to  dispute  the  record? — it  is  a  mistake  that  Dunn  and 
Boothe  suggested  the  arrest  of  Capt.  Jack  as  stated  by  Genl. 
Graham  and  others,  nay  this  thing  is  made  certain.  It  is  not 
Strange  that  the  Rowan  Journal  of  Com-  makes  no  mention  of 


ctiJohn  McKnitt  Alexander. 

67John  H.  Wheeler's  History  of  North  Carolina. 

08  T — 


William  Kennon,  member  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  August,  1774, 
April,  1775,  August,  1775.  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  408.  Probably  the  Wm. 
Kennon  that  signed  the  Mecklenburg  Declaration  of  Independence. 

6JWaightstill  Avery. 

70Adlai  Osborne  (1744-1815),  graduate  of  Princeton,  1768;  lawyer;  mem- 
ber of  the  Rowan  County  Committee  of  Safety;  appointed  Clerk  of  Court 
for  Rowan,  (1775) -1809;  appointed  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  Salisbury 
District,  1775;  trustee  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  1789-1814. 
Wheeler,  Reminiscences,  291. 
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the  Decl.  of  the  20th? — and  yet  Kennon,  a  signer,  and  one  of 
the  draughtsmen  is  chairman  of  said  Com.  It  is  clear  too  that 
there  was  a  constant  intercourse  between  the  Committees  of 
the  two  counties — Instance  the  abduction  of  Dunn  &  Boote — 
they  were  carried  to  Lock's71  at  night  where  they  were  met 
by  the  Mecklenburg  men, — doubtless  by  preconcert.  See  too  the 
denunciation  against  Gov.  Martins72  proclamation  relative  to 
the  resolves  of  30th  May — by  the  Com.  Their  journal  thus 
furnishes  evidence  of  the  truth  of  these  resolves. 

I  hope  to  get  some  more  certain  lights  upon  this  subject. 


John  W.  Ellis73  to  William  F.  Dancy™ 

Newbern,  Nov.  20th,  1857. 

I  am  just  in  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  2nd  inst.,  advising 
me  that  my  name  is  "spoken  of,  in  connection  with  the  position 
of  Chief  Executive  of  North  Carolina,"  and  asking  my  opinions 
upon  several  questions  of  a  public  nature,  which  you  propound, 
with  a  view  to  their  publication.  I  will  most  cheerfully  and 
frankly  answer  your  inquiries,  upon  those  questions  touching 
the  general  politics  of  the  country,  as  I  have  no  concealment 
of  any  political  sentiments  which  I  have  at  any  period  of  my 
life  entertained.  And  I  comply  with  your  request  cordially, 
from  the  further  fact  that,  our  personal  and  political  relations 
have  been  of  the  most  intimate  character,  from  our  earliest 
manhood,  and  I  am  persuaded  it  will  give  you  satisfaction  to 
know  that  those  sentiments  are  identical  with  those  entertained 
by  us  both  at  the  University  of  the  State,  when  we  imbibed  the 
great  principles  of  Democracy  from  the  same  high  fountains. 
You  must  excuse  me,  however,  in  declining  your  request  to 
have  them  published,  for  reasons,  which  I  trust,  will  prove 
entirely  satisfactory  to  yourself.  At  this  time,  the  publication 
of  such  a  letter  from  me,  would  look  as  though  I  designed  to 


"Probably  Mathew  Locke. 

72Josiah  Martin  (1737-1786),  last  of  the  royal  governors  of  North  Caro- 
lina (1771-1775).  Beth  G.  Crabtree,  North  Carolina  Governors,  1585-1958; 
Brief  Sketches  (Raleigh:  State  Department  of  Archives  and  History, 
1958),  44-45. 

"This  letter  is  taken  from  the  Semi-Weekly  Standard,  March  31,  1858. 

"William  F.  Dancy  (1818-1860),  graduate  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  1841;  planter;  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Edge- 
combe County,  1846-1848.  Grant,  Alumni  History  of  U.N.C.,  150. 
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place  my  name  before  the  people  of  the  State,  as  a  candidate, 
for  the  high  office  to  which  you  refer — an  office  always  to  be 
conferred  and  never  to  be  sought. 

I  know,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  people  have  a  right  to 
know  the  opinions  of  the  public  men  of  the  country,  upon  all 
questions  of  general  concern,  and  to  call  for  them,  whenever 
there  is  any  suggestion  that  those  opinions  are  different  from 
those  formerly  held,  or  when  new  questions  arise,  upon  which 
their  opinions  may  not  have  been  previously  expressed.  But,  as 
yet,  I  have  heard  of  no  intimation  that  I  have  abandoned  any 
of  those  principles  that  have  ever  guided  my  political  course, 
and  of  which  recorded  evidence  may  be  found  upon  the  Journals 
of  our  General  Assembly,  and  the  consistent  support  I  have 
ever  given  the  nominees  of  the  Democratic  Party.  Hence  it  is, 
that  I  conclude,  in  the  absence  of  any  such  necessity  for  pub- 
lishing a  letter,  such  a  publication  would  be  looked  upon  as  an 
indelicate  suggestion  of  my  own  name  for  the  nomination  to 
which  you  refer.  I  certainly  consider  myself  complimented,  by 
the  mention  of  my  name  in  connection  with  this  high  office, 
and  would  feel  greatly  honored  by  the  nomination  at  the  hands 
of  the  Democratic  Convention;  and  would  hold  myself  bound 
to  render  such  service  to  the  party  as  they  might  call  upon  me 
to  perform,  so  far  as  my  ability  will  admit;  yet,  at  the  same 
time,  my  own  sense  of  propriety,  and  a  due  regard  for  the 
harmony  of  the  party,  disinclines  me  to  being  looked  upon  as 
a  candidate  for  that  honor. 

In  your  first  quere,  you  ask;  whether  "in  the  event  of  a  con- 
tinued "squandering"  of  the  public  lands,  by  donations  to  Rail- 
roads and  other  corporations,  will  you  (I)  favor  a  measure  dis- 
tributing the  lands  themselves,  or  a  portion  of  them,  among  all 
the  States  according  to  federal  population?" 

To  answer  this  enquiry  fully  and  satisfactorily,  it  will  be 
necessary  that  I  should  express  my  views  generally,  though 
briefly,  upon  the  vexed  question  of  the  public  lands. 

The  question  of  land  distribution  has,  from  time  to  time, 
been  presented  to  the  people  of  this  country  under  different 
garbs,  each  successive  scheme  being  designedly  made  more 
attractive  by  its  authors,  that  it  might  escape  the  defeat  that 
attended  its  predecessor;  yet,  in  them  all,  may  be  discovered 
the  self  same  principle — the  naked  principle  of  distribution — 
a  principle  founded  in  the  old  federal  idea  of  an  assumption 
of  the  State  debts  by  the  general  government,  and  a  consolida- 
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tion  of  all  sovereign  power  in  that  government,  thereby  reducing 
the  several  States  to  mere  servient  dependencies  upon  it. 

The  first  scheme,  and  perhaps  the  most  practical  of  them  all, 
if  not  the  most  seductive,  was  introduced  into  Congress  by 
Mr.  Clay,75  at  the  first  session  after  the  election  of  Gen. 
Harrison,76  and  which  was  passed  into  a  law.  This  law  provided 
for  the  distribution  of  the  monies  in  the  public  treasury,  arising 
from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  among  the  States. 

At  that  same  session,  and  immediately  thereafter  the  cele- 
brated tariff  law  of  1842  was  enacted ;  whereby  the  agricultural 
interest  were  more  heavily  taxed  than  at  any  previous  time  in  the 
history  of  the  country,  and  yet  this  was  done  under  that  clause 
of  the  Constitution  which  empowers  Congress  to  "lay  and 
collect  duties  and  imposts''  for  revenue  purposes. 

These  two  laws  were  a  part  of  the  great  Whig  system  of 
that  day — the  fruits  of  their  victory  of  1840.  But  they  proved 
destructive  of  each  other.  The  people  could  not  appreciate  the 
wisdom  of  distributing  the  public  monies  from  the  treasury 
among  the  States  with  one  hand,  and  collecting  it  in  from  the 
people  with  the  other,  paying  a  heavy  percentage,  both  for  col- 
lecting and  distributing,  to  those  persons  who  performed  this 
service.  They  were  wholly  unable  to  distinguish  between  that 
money  in  the  treasury,  which  arose  from  a  sale  of  the  public 
lands — the  property  of  the  general  government — and  that  which 
resulted  from  a  tax  upon  imports.  But  they  did  see,  and  see 
clearly,  that  with  a  large  number  of  the  Northern  members  of 
Congress,  this  draining  of  the  treasury  by  the  distribution  law, 
was  a  mere  pretext  for  filling  it  up  again,  by  force  of  a  high 
tariff,  which  would  furnish  protection  to  their  manufacturing 
interests.  These  laws  never  received  the  sanction  of  the  people; 
they  were  both  condemned  in  a  most  emphatic  manner  by  the 
election  of  Mr.  Polk,77  in  1844,  over  Mr.  Clay,  their  author,  and 
most  distinguished  advocate  and  champion.  This  was  one  of 
the  most  famous  struggles  of  the  Democratic  party;  a  struggle, 
Sir,  in  which  you  and  I  labored  side  by  side,  and  in  which  your 
own  noble  County  achieved  honors  never  to  be  forgotten;  a 
struggle  that  resulted  in  a  signal  victory,  whose  fruits  were 
manifested  in  a  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  laws  referred  to,  and 
bringing    back    of    the    Government   to    the    original    position 


;Henry  Clay. 

'William  Henry  Harrison. 

James  K.  Polk. 
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assigned  her  by  the  Constitution  of  the  country,  and  in 
which  she  had  been  maintained  by  the  immortal  labors  of 
the  Republican  party  under  the  lead  of  Mr.  Jefferson,78  against 
the  machinations  of  the  Federalists,  and  where  she  must  ever 
be  preserved,  if  preserved  she  will  be,  by  the  Democratic  prin- 
ciples and  Democratic  men. 

Such  is  briefly  the  history  and  fate  of  the  first  measure  of 
distribution.  The  next  is  known  to  the  public  under  the  name 
of  Bennett's  Land  Bill,79  which  was  more  dangerous  than  its 
predecessor,  inasmuch  as  it  was  less  scrupulous,  and  addressed 
itself  to  the  most  sordid  passions,  by  promising  large  bounties 
to  individuals,  and  contemplated  nothing  less,  in  fact,  than  the 
cession  of  a  great  corruption  fund,  to  be  used  at  discretion  by 
a  dangerous  class  of  politicians  in  the  northern  and  north- 
western States  of  the  Union,  that  have  since  made  themselves 
notorious  by  organizing  the  Black  Republican  party,  and  making 
war  upon  the  property  and  institutions  of  the  South.  The  details 
of  this  bill  are  too  recently  known  to  the  country  to  need  repeti- 
tion. This  measure  was  also  defeated,  this  time,  by  a  vote  in 
Congress,  when  the  Democratic  party  had  a  majority;  and  again, 
though  some  individual  members  were  unfortunately  led  astray, 
it  was  defeated  by  the  opposition  of  the  Democratic  party. 

The  advocates  of  the  doctrine  of  distribution  were  in  no  wise 
quieted  by  this  second  defeat,  but  they  have  already  matured 
another  scheme,  which  proposes  a  distribution  of  the  lands  them- 
selves among  the  several  States,  according  to  federal  population. 
They  propose  to  make  this  distribution  by  issuing  land  scrip  to 
the  several  States,  with  the  power  to  sell,  but  not  to  locate.  This 
measure  is  sustained  by  many  specious  arguments;  such  as  that 
the  public  lands  are  now  being  squandered  in  donations  to  the 
new  States,  for  various  purposes,  and  unless  the  older  States 
receive  their  share  soon,  the  whole  will  be  dissipated  and  lost 
to  them  hereafter. 

Although  this  scheme  differs  in  form  from  the  other  two,  in 
principle  it  is  the  same,  and  if  reduced  to  practice,  would  be 


78Thomas  Jefferson  (1743-1826),  President  of  the  United  States,  1801- 
1809.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  X,  17-31. 

"Bennett's  Land  Bill  was  introduced  into  Congress  by  Henry  Bennett. 
It  provided  for  distribution  of  public  lands  between  the  new  and  old  States 
in  a  ratio  of  two  to  one  in  favor  of  the  new  States.  Such  an  arrange- 
ment would  have  given  North  Carolina  1,650,000  acres.  Norton,  Democratic 
Party,  181. 
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attended  with  evils  greater  perhaps  than  would  have  resulted 
from  the  success  of  either  of  the  others. 

It  is  still  the  same  proposition  to  dispose  of  the  public  treasure 
by  partition  among  the  States, — such  a  partition,  too,  as  would 
not  greatly  benefit  the  States  themselves.  We  will  suppose,  for 
instance,  that  two  hundred  millions  of  acres  of  land  were  par- 
titioned in  this  way  among  the  thirty-one  States  of  the  Union. 
Not  being  empowered  to  locate  their  land  warrants,  they  must 
necessarily  put  them  in  market  for  sale,  presenting  the  spectacle 
of  thirty  one  proprietors,  in  eager  competition  to  sell  at  the 
same  time.  This  competition  would  inevitably  reduce  the  price 
to  a  mere  nominal  sum,  and  thus,  in  a  very  short  time,  this 
immense  property  would  be  found  in  the  hands  of  stock  jobbers 
and  brokers  in  Wall  Street  and  elsewhere.  In  every  State,  there 
would  be  those  eager  to  buy  at  low  rates,  and  of  course  they 
would  urge  the  States  to  throw  large  quantities  upon  the  market 
to  enable  them  to  do  so.  A  scene  of  corruption  would  in  this  way 
be  exhibited  to  the  public  view,  such  as  has  never  before  been 
witnessed  in  this  country,  and  one  disreputable  to  our  legislation 
and  dangerous  to  the  integrity  of  our  institutions.  At  present, 
there  being  but  one  proprietor  of  these  lands,  a  moderate  price 
can  be  fixed  by  law,  (as  is  the  case)  and  sales  effected  as  rapidly 
as  the  legitimate  demands  of  actual  settlers  require;  but  in  the 
hands  of  thirty-one  different  proprietors,  no  such  uniform  price 
could  be  fixed  upon  them.  In  fine,  I  regard  this  scheme  as  a 
delusive  one,  and  within  itself  wholly  impracticable. 

Your  question  would  imply,  that  unless  the  public  lands  are 
partitioned  among  the  States,  they  will  be  "squandered,"  by 
Congress,  in  donations  to  Railroads,  &c.  Now  it  is  to  be  observed, 
that  this  word  "squandered,"  used  with  reference  to  the  public 
lands,  has  become  a  prominent  one  in  the  vocabulary  of  the 
opponents  of  the  Democratic  party.  This,  Sir,  is  the  argument, 
and  an  artful  one  it  is,  by  which  their  scheme  is  sustained.  I 
will  not  admit  that  the  land  question  does  now,  or  ever  will 
present  any  such  alternative.  It  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  see 
that  this  public  treasure  is  not  squandered,  but  applied  to  the 
legitimate  uses  of  the  government,  and  I  have  an  abiding  confi- 
dence that  it  will  do  so,  as  long  as  the  Democratic  party  have 
the  ascendency  in  that  body.  I  utterly  deny  the  charge,  so  often 
made  by  our  opponents,  that  these  lands  are  being  squandered 
by  Congress,  and  rest  myself  upon  the  public  documents,  touching 
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this  subject.  It  may  be,  that  some  imprudent  donations  of  the 
public  lands  have  been  made;  indeed  it  would  be  remarkable 
were  it  otherwise,  so  imperfect  is  human  effort,  however  well 
directed;  but  in  the  main  they  have  been  well  protected,  and 
judiciously  applied  to  the  relief  of  the  public  treasury.  The 
recorded  evidences  of  sales  and  donations  by  way  of  bounties 
for  meritorious  military  services,  amply  establish  this  fact. 
Witness,  Sir,  the  many  millions  of  money  arising  from  this 
source  that  have  already  been  paid  into  the  treasury,  relieving 
the  people  from  taxation  just  to  that  extent.  I  would  also  direct 
your  attention  to  the  many  millions  of  acres  that  have  been  given 
to  the  soldiers  serving  in  the  Mexican  war,  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain,  and  to  the  survivors  of  that  ever-memorable 
contest  that  resulted  in  our  national  independence.  Such  are 
the  noble  and  patriotic  purposes  to  which  this  inestimable 
treasure  has  been  applied;  and  it  is  fit  that  it  should  remain 
where  it  is,  a  sacred  fund,  to  which  recourse  may  be  had  should 
the  country  again  be  placed  in  a  situation  to  require  a  similar 
application  of  it. 

It  is  claimed  by  the  advocates  of  distribution,  that  each  State 
is  entitled  to  receive  its  share  of  the  public  lands.  Strictly 
speaking,  they  are  not,  as  States,  entitled  in  law  or  equity  to 
any  such  share,  at  least  in  a  large  portion  of  them.  A  part  of 
this  land  was  voluntarily  ceded  to  the  general  government  by 
the  States  of  North-Carolina  and  Virginia,  for  the  use  of  that 
government.  This  part  of  the  public  domain  was  originally  the 
exclusive  property  of  these  two  States,  wrested  by  them  from 
the  hands  of  the  early  savage  occupants,  upon  many  a  hard 
fought  field,  at  an  immense  expenditure  of  the  blood  and 
treasure  of  their  citizens;  and  if  now,  the  general  government 
surrenders  her  claim  to  it,  then  this  portion,  at  least,  should 
result  back  exclusively  to  the  States  that  granted  it.  The  other 
States  have  no  rightful  claim  whatever  to  it,  and  therefore,  can- 
not ask  to  share  it  with  North-Carolina  and  Virginia.  But  States 
capable  of  so  great  a  generosity,  will  be  the  last  to  ask  a  return 
of  their  gift;  on  the  contrary,  they  will  ever  be  found  among 
the  first  in  urging  that  it  be  held  for  the  uses  of  the  general 
government,  in  pursuance  of  the  patriotic  intentions  of  our 
ancestors  who  gave  it. 

From  the  foregoing  observations,  you  will  perceive  that  I  am 
opposed  to  any  scheme  of  distribution  that  may  be  presented. 
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There  exist  not  now,  nor  do  I  apprehend  any  circumstances,  that 
will  justify  any  such  measure. 

I  regard  the  very  objects  of  the  advocates  of  such  measures  as 
an  invasion  of  the  great  principles  of  our  federation,  and  an 
attack  upon  the  public  virtue  and  integrity.  They  are  nothing 
less,  Sir,  that  a  reward  offered  for  the  votes  of  the  people,  a 
consideration,  in  money,  for  their  suffrages.  I  dare  say,  that 
hopes  of  winning  the  popular  favor,  and  consequent  promotion 
and  advancement  for  party  friends,  is  the  great  secret  mov- 
ing influence  that  actuates  a  majority  of  the  advocates  of  such 
measures.  God  grant  that  the  people  of  this  country  may  have 
a  timely  forewarning  of  the  unholy  attack,  thus  made  upon  their 
political  virtue,  and  the  sordid  motives  that  govern  it;  for  when 
seen,  it  will  certainly  be  indignantly  repelled,  to  the  confusion 
and  disaster  of  those  politicians  who  make  it. 

I  look  upon  all  such  measures  as  inimical  to  the  sovereignty 
of  the  States,  and  destructive  of  our  political  system.  In  policy 
I  regard  them  as  unwise,  and  leading  to  public  extravagance 
and  corruption. 

Your  second  query  asks,  "is  the  course  of  Gov.  Walker80  in 
Kansas  approved  by  you,  (me),  or  the  contrary,  and  if  so,  how 
is  the  wrong  to  be  remedied  ?" 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  unqualifiedly  condemn 
the  course  of  Gov.  Walker  in  Kansas,  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end;  from  the  time  that  he  first  declared  upon  his  going  into 
the  territory,  that  "Kansas  was  destined  to  become  a  non-slave- 
holding  State,"  down  to  his  last  crowning  act  of  treachery  and 
tyranny,  wherein  he  grasped  dictatorial  authority — unexampled 
in  this  country — and  usurped  the  powers  of  the  legislative  body. 
Acts  bringing  reproach  upon  our  republic  and  worthy  of  the 
despot  who  now  controls  the  destinies  of  the  French  people.  In 
modern  civilized  governments,  no  other  parallel  can  be  found 
to  the  conduct  of  this  unworthy  public  functionary.  As  a  rebuke 
for  such  conduct,  unequal  though  it  be  to  its  deserts,  yet  perhaps 
the  only  remedy  that  is  left  us.  I  trust  that  the  Senate  which 
will  assemble  in  a  few  days,  will  reject  the  nomination  of  Gov. 
Walker,  should  the  President  think  proper  to  send  it  to  them, 
which  I  do  not  believe  he  will  do.  By  the  one  or  the  other,  he 
ought  to  be  removed  from  his  present  position. 


80Robert  J.  Walker  (1801-1869),  member  of  the  U.S.  Senate  from  Missis- 
sippi, 1835-1845;  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  1845-1849;  Governor  of 
Kansas,  1857.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1,766. 
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These  are  the  only  questions  you  ask,  touching  the  general  poli- 
tics of  the  country.  The  others  are  merely  questions  of  domestic 
policy  in  our  own  State;  some  of  them  in  my  opinion  of  too 
exclusively  a  local  character  to  enter  into  a  general  canvass 
of  the  State,  others  simply  questions  of  expediency,  that  may 
or  may  not  be  adopted  according  to  circumstances  as  they  may 
exist  at  the  time  when  they  shall  be  proposed.  I  propose  a  more 
general  answer  to  them,  which  indeed  is  the  only  mode  in  which 
they  can  be  satisfactorily  answered,  since  they  are  considerations 
of  policy  merely,  which  ought  to  be  controlled  by  general 
principles. 

Upon  this  subject,  I  would  refer  you  to  the  usages  of  the 
party,  and  the  course  adopted  at  preceding  Conventions. 

Heretofore,  our  party  has  had  but  little  difficulty  in  framing 
a  platform  upon  which  all  could  stand,  and  I  doubt  not  that 
such  will  be  the  case  at  our  approaching  Convention.  Party 
organization  is  essential  to  the  usefulness  of  a  party  to  the 
country,  and  to  secure  that  end,  the  members  that  compose  it 
must  harmonise  their  views  on  questions  of  mere  policy  and 
expediency,  involving  no  surrender  of  principle,  though  it  should 
be  at  some  sacrifice  of  objects  we  might  desire,  standing  alone 
and  unaffected  by  objects  and  principles  of  greater  import.  Indi- 
vidual members  of  the  Legislature  can  exercise  a  free  discretion 
upon  the  several  measures  as  they  are  presented  singly.  A  party, 
as  such,  can  only  act  upon  general  principles,  and  advocate  or 
oppose  measures  as  they  may  harmonise  or  conflict  with  such 
principles.  Where  these  are  mere  questions  of  expediency,  each 
member  of  the  Legislative  body  may  represent  the  wishes  of 
his  immediate  constituents,  without  by  any  means  separating 
himself  from  his  party.  The  organization  of  the  Democratic 
party  adapts  itself  to  our  political  system  in  this  respect,  and 
sustains  it.  The  freedom  of  the  people  requires  that  this  freedom 
of  action  should  be  allowed  to  individual  members  of  the  Leg- 
islature. The  representatives  from  Edgecombe  may  vote  in 
General  Assembly  against  a  proposed  appropriation  to  the  Rail- 
road extension,  while  those  from  Catawba  vote  for  it,  and  yet 
no  man  can  gainsay  the  right  of  both  these  counties  participating 
in  the  general  conventions  of  the  party,  having  in  view  the 
promotions  of  great  Democratic  principles;  for  they  are  both 
sterling  Democratic  counties.  On  the  contrary,  every  true  Dem- 
ocrat will  say  that  both  sets  of  these  delegates  did  right  in 
representing  the  sentiments  of  their  respective  constituents. 
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Measured  by  these  principles,  your  inquiries  relative  to  matters 
of  domestic  policy  in  the  State  can  be  readily  answered.  I  expect 
to  defer  to  the  result  of  the  united  counsels  of  my  party  friends 
upon  all  such  questions,  and  support  the  nominee  of  the  party, 
and  the  platform  upon  which  he  stands,  whatever  position  it 
may  occupy  with  reference  to  such  measures. 

I  can  only  infer  what  course  will  be  adopted  from  the  known 
sentiments  of  the  party  upon  general  principles.  With  it,  a 
rigid  economy  has  been  a  principle  of  action,  and  in  the  midst 
of  the  present  severe  financial  pressure,  there  will  be  doubtless 
an  urgent  demand  for  a  strict  application  of  this  principle  upon 
all  proposed  appropriations,  whether  for  Railroads  or  other 
objects. 

Our  doctrine  has  even  been  in  passing  upon  applications  for 
bank  charters  to  grant  none  except  such  as  may  be  called  for 
by  the  public  necessities,  and  even  in  such,  to  provide  carefully 
for  the  security  of  the  note  holders.  Should  the  Convention  think 
proper  to  express  any  sentiments  upon  this  subject,  I  doubt  not 
they  will  be  shaped  by  this  general  principle. 

I  should  think  the  question  of  the  Danville  Railroad  charter 
too  exclusively  local  in  its  character  to  be  referred  to  in  the 
Convention.  Should  they  do  so,  however,  I  should  think  they 
would  pronounce  against  it,  as  a  majority  of  the  people,  I  think, 
are  opposed  to  it.  In  this  I  should  be  prepared  to  support  their 
action. 

The  policy  of  the  party  has  been  well  settled  as  to  the  mode 
of  distributing  the  school  fund,  and  I  presume  it  will  not  be 
departed  from.  I  think  it  ought  not  to  be,  and  indeed  I  know  of 
no  disposition  among  Democrats  anywhere  to  change  the  present 
mode  of  distribution. 

Upon  the  general  question  of  banks  and  banking,  I  hold  no 
views  at  variance  with  the  doctrines  of  the  Democratic  party, 
with  which  none  are  more  familiar  than  yourself. 

This  letter,  as  stated,  is  not  intended  for  publication,  yet  at 
the  same  time,  it  is  not  strictly  private.  Should  my  political 
sentiments  be  called  in  question,  at  any  time,  you  are  at  perfect 
liberty  to  use  it  in  my  vindication,  by  showing  it  to  any  one 
whom  you  may  think  proper;  and  in  this  I  will  rely  entirely 
upon  your  discretion. 

Your  letter  did  not  reach  me  till  the  18th  inst,  which  will 
account  for  the  delay  in  my  reply.  It  will  afford  me  much 
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pleasure  to  meet  you  at  Wilson  Court,  where  I  will  be  two  weeks 
hence,  both  from  political  and  personal  considerations,  and  I 
will  take  it  as  an  especial  compliment  should  you  come. 


Edward  P.  C.  Cantwell81  to  John  W.  Ellis.         UNC. 

Raleigh  27th  Jany  1858. 

I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  last  night  your  favor  of  the 
25th  inst,  sincerely  anxious  to  contribute  what  I  may  to  the 
restoration  or  preservation  of  good  feeling  between  you  and 
Mr  Holden82  or  failing  there  develope  a  tangible  and  substantial 
cause  for  difference  I  called  on  Mr  Holden  this  morning  after 
breakfast  and,  some  uninteresting  and  unimportant  conversation 
having  intervened  stated  to  him  that  I  had  called  at  the  request 
of  Judge  Ellis  to  inform  him  that  Mr  Eugene  Martin83  had 
stated  in  Salisbury,  upon  his  return  from  a  recent  trip  to  Raleigh 
that  he  "Judge  Ellis  contemplated  during  the  session  of  1848-49 
abandoning  the  Democratic  party" — or  some  other  step  of  that 
character,  and  had  given  Mr.  Holden  as  his  author.  I  then  re- 
quested Mr  Holden  to  inform  me  for  the  use  of  Judge  Ellis  if 
he  had  authorized  such  a  statement  to  be  made  by  Mr  Martin. 

Mr  Holden  informed  me  in  reply  that  there  was  not  the  least 
foundation  for  such  a  statement  either  in  the  intentions  of  Judge 
Ellis  in  1848-49  so  far  as  he  understood  them  (and  he  believed 
that  down  to  the  year  1854,  he  was  fully  informed  of  all  Judge 
Ellis'  views)  or;  in  any  expression  he  Mr  Holden  had  since 
used  concerning  Judge  Ellis  before  and  since  that  period  to 
Mr  Eugene  Martin  or  to  any  other  person:  and  he  further  stated 
that  being  fully  apprized  of  Judge  Ellis  position  and  opinions 
in  1848  both  of  which  were  directly  at  varience  with  that  inten- 
tion, such  a  statement  from  him  was  impossible,  and  he  desired 
me  to  communicate  this  to  you  in  reply  to  the  enquiry  I  had  made. 


81Edward  Payne  C.  Cantwell  (1825-?),  Second  Lieutenant  in  the  Mexican 
War;  began  practice  of  law  in  Wilmington,  1848;  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  1856-1861;  appointed  Adjutant  General  of  North  Carolina, 
April  15,  1861;  on  May  14,  1861  commissioned  Lieutenant  Colonel  of 
the  Second  Regiment  of  North  Carolina  Volunteers;  Lieutenant  Colonel 
of  the  Fourth  North  Carolina  Cavalry,  1863;  member  of  the  State  Senate, 
1874.  Encyclopaedia  of  Contemporary  Biography  of  New  York  (New 
York:  Atlantic  Publishing  and  Engineering  Co.,  6  volumes,  1878-1890), 
VI,  200. 

82William  W.  Holden. 

"Unable  to  identify. 
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I  then  read  to  Mr  Holden  your  letter  to  me  and  he  informed 
me  that  it  was  true  that  in  1854  you  were  his  first  choice  for 
Governor  and  that  in  1848  he  had  contributed  to  your  election  to 
the  judgeship.  If  he  had  doubted  your  democracy  or  thought 
your  political  affinities  were  equivocal  he  would  not  have  taken 
that  position.  In  order  to  explain  if  he  could  the  way  in  which 
such  a  report  may  have  started  Mr  Holden  informed  me  that 
Mr  Martin  had  recently  visited  Kaleigh  and  his  business  there, 
and  that  he  had  spoken  with  him  upon  that  subject.  And  in  the 
course  of  two  interviews  which  he  had  with  Mr  M  he  having 
alluded  to  the  candidates  for  Governor  Mr  Holden  enquired  for 
the  views  of  leading  men  in  that  section  from  which  Mr  Martin 
came,  and  cautiously  refrained  from  saying  anything  to  the 
prejudice  of  Judge  Ellis  or  any  other  gentleman  spoken  of  with 
himself  for  the  office  of  Governor.  It  was  possible  he  thought 
that  Mr  Martin  intended  merely  that  he  had  seen  Mr  Holden 
and  conversed  with  him  and  so  far  as  the  report  above  stated 
was  concerned  that  Mr  H  C  Jones84  only  was  responsible. 

I  did  not  call  on  Mr  Jones,  because  he  belongs  to  another 
political  party  and  I  was  requested  not  to  do  so. 

P.S.  Since  the  above  was  written  the  original  draft  was  sub- 
mitted by  me  to  Mr  Holden  at  my  office  for  his  approval,  and  he 
does  approve  it  so  that  you  may  use  it  as  if  it  came  from  himself, 
with  this  addition,  In  the  year  1847  one  year  before  "the  session" 
alluded  to,  Mr  Holden  wrote  an  article  for  the  "Standard"85 
recommending  Mr  Buchanan86  for  the  Presidency.  This  article 
was  commented  upon  and  severely  criticised  in  some  Salisbury 
paper  in  a  very  able  communication  over  the  signature  of 
"Delta,"  the  writer  of  which  evidently  favored  the  election  of 
Gen'l  Taylor.87  Mr  Holden  supposed  that  the  author  of  the  piece 
was  the  late  Mr  Fisher,  and  replied  to  it  under  that  impression, 
Mr  Fisher88  however  disclaimed  it,  and  since  that  time  Mr 
Holden  has  thought  and  thinks  the  article  signed  Delta  was 
written  by  Judge  Ellis.  It  is  not  impossible  that  he  may  have 
so  said  to  Mr  Martin  but  he  recollects  nothing  else,  that  he  did 
say  that  could  be  construed  to  be  disparaging. 

In  this  connection  as  a  friend  allow  me  to  add  that  in  Wash- 


84Hamilton  C.  Jones. 
*5North  Carolina  Standard. 
86James  Buchanan. 
87Zachary  Taylor. 
88Charles  Fisher. 
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ington  City  Mr  McRae89  asked  me  if  in  1853  I  had  not  received 
a  letter  from  you  on  the  distribution  question,  I  stated  that  I 
had,  but  had  forgotten  its  contents.  On  my  return  here,  I  have 
hunted  up  and  now  have  the  letter.  It  is  marked  "confidential," 
but  its  publication  if  demanded  as  Mr  McRae  says  it  will  be, 
will  not  affect  your  position.  It  was  written  I  find  to  correct  an 
error  into  which  you  had  unintentionally  misled  me  in  July  1853. 
And  it  announces  the  views  you  entertain  upon  the  land  question, 
in  almost  precisely  the  words  which  at  that  time,  were  common 
to  all  democrats  in  the  discussions  upon  Bynum's90  resolution. 
In  my  reply  dated  9  Deer,  to  which  I  refer  you  since  Mr 
Branchs91  declination,  for  my  preferences,  I  take  occasion  to 
state  that  we  differed  upon  the  hope  that  the  lands  would  not  be 
squandered  by  Mr  Pierce.92  You  thought  Mr  Pierce  would  arrest 
the  squandering  I  did  not.  We  all  then  stood  or  attempted  to 
stand  on  Bynum's  resolutions,  and  I  see  no  difference  between 
those  who  were  committed  to  that  position,  and  the  very  few — 
and  least  influential  part  of  the  party  who  were  not  or  who  went 
for  a  distribution  per  se. 

If  I  can  serve  you  here,  please  write  me.  With  great  respect. 


Philo  White  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

"Quito,"   (Ecuador,) 
19th  February,  1858. 

Our  hopes  of  going  "home"  have  been  so  long  deferred,  that 
our  hearts  sicken  at  the  delay.  You  are  aware  that  I  requested 
of  the  Department  more  than  a  year  since  to  relieve  me  from 
this  Mission ;  and  we  had  fully  anticipated  taking  our  departure 
from  this  country  in  December  last; — we  were  consequently, 
with  light  hearts  and  bright  hopes,  anxiously  awaiting  and  pre- 

89Duncan  McRae. 

""Jesse  A.  Bynum  (1797-1868),  lawyer;  member  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons from  the  brough  of  Halifax,  1823-1824,  1827-1828;  from  Halifax 
County,  1829-1830;  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress,  1833-1841;  removed  to 
Louisiana.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  642. 

81Lawrence  O'Bryan  Branch  (1820-1862),  born  at  Enfield,  North  Caro- 
lina, graduate  of  Princeton,  1838;  member  of  the  bar  in  Florida,  1840- 
1852;  returned  to  North  Carolina,  1852;  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress, 
1855-1861;  Brigadier  General  in  A. P.  Hill's  division  in  the  Confederate 
Army.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  881-882. 

92Franklin  Pierce. 
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paring  for  a  recal.  But  disappointment,  instead  of  a  realization  of 
these  reasonable  expectations,  confronted  us  at  this  emergency. 

I  have  heretofore  informed  you,  that  circumstances  conspired 
to  devolve  upon  me,  during  my  incumbency  of  this  Mission,  more 
complex  questions  of  diplomatic  importance  and  international 
law,  than  in  the  entire  period  since  diplomatic  relations  were 
established  between  the  United  States  and  Ecuador, — Jas.  C. 
Pickett, — who  came  in  1839,  being  our  first  Charge  d' Affaires  to 
this  Republic; — followed  by  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  of  New 
York, — Jno.  Trumbull  Van  Allen,  of  Dutchess  county,  State 
of  N.Y., — Cortland  Cushing,  (cousin  of  Caleb)  of  Indiana, — 
and  then  myself.  These  questions  absorbed  my  time,  and  heav- 
ily taxed  my  mind,  for  more  than  three  years, — and  collateral 
issues  growing  out  of  them,  serve  still  as  food  for  occasional 
diplomatic  sparing  between  myself  and  the  Government  func- 
tionaries here. 

Besides  these  paramount  questions,  I  found,  on  assuming 
charge  of  this  Legation,  that  a  cumbersome  budget  of  old 
chronic  claims  (some  of  thirty  years  standing)  of  our  citizens 
for  indemnity  against  Ecuador,  had  been  shuffled  off  the  hands 
of  my  predecessors,  and  thrown  upon  me  for  adjustment.  So 
that  at  every  momentary  interval  of  time  not  absorbed  in  atten- 
tion to  the  main  and  purely  diplomatic  questions,  I  was 
occupied  with  the  laborious  and  irksome  task  of  arguing  and 
advocating  these  claims.  What  these  people  lack  in  talent,  they 
make  up  in  tack  and  trickery.  For  example:  After  reiterated 
requests  from  me,  they  would  grudgingly  appoint  a  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  treat  with  me:  Then  much  procrastination,  and 
useless  preliminary  formalities  would  follow:  And  after  finally 
preparing  myself  with  elaborate  arguments,  and  searching  out 
precedents  in  illustration  of  the  points  mooted,  perhaps  a  skir- 
mishing discussion  would  take  place  on  generalities, — then  post- 
ponements of  our  conferences  would  be  insisted  on,  on  frivolous 
pretences, — and  eventually,  unable  to  confront  my  facts,  or  con- 
fute my  reasonings,  my  opposing  Plenipotentiary  would  retreat 
from  the  field  under  cover  of  an  Executive  appointment  as 
Charge  d'Affairs  abroad, — or  as  Governor  of  a  Province, — or 
as  (in  one  instance)  a  Minister  of  the  Cabinet  Council!  Then 
after  vexatious  delays  in  the  appointment  of  a  new  Plenipo- 
tentiary, a  re-discussion,  and  reiterated  arguments,  with  the 
fresh  diplomat,  would  be  imposed  upon  me.  During  three  sue- 
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cessive  years,  I  was  harassed  and  baffled  in  my  prosecution  of 
these  claims  by  this  kind  of  tactics, — in  the  course  of  which 
period,  three  several  Plenipotentiaries,  when  argument  failed 
them,  were  enabled  to  shirk  a  final  issue  by  walking  off  with 
more  desirable  commissions  in  their  pockets! 

At  last,  however,  I  have  succeeded  in  entrapping  one  of  these 
Paddy's  flea  Diplomats, — and  actually  have  badgered  him  into 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  legality  and  justice  of  one  of  the 
most  considerable  of  those  claims ; — altho'  his  Government  urged 
upon  him  to  "face  me  out"  in  the  case,  up  to  the  last  moment 
before  he  finally  surrendered! 

But  it  seems  that  this  very  rdsgo  of  success,  has  created  a 
necessity  for  my  continuance  in  charge  of  this  Legation  for 
some  months  longer.  It  appears  to  be  desirable,  on  account  of 
my  cordial  relations  with  the  Authorities  here,  and  my  famil- 
iarity with  the  merits  and  points  involved  in  the  questions 
pending  between  the  two  Governments,  especially  with  regard 
to  the  particular  case  in  process  of  liquidation,  that  I  should 
remain  to  look  after  the  organization  of  a  Mixed  Commission 
provided  for  in  the  "Convenio"  I  have  negotiated,  upon  whom 
it  will  devolve  to  determine  the  amount  of  indemnity  to  which 
the  claimants  may  be  equitably  entitled. 

And  close  upon  the  heels  of  the  disappointment  of  our  hopes 
of  "home,"  another  source  of  trouble  has  increased  my  wife's 
disquiet,  and  added  to  my  own  anxieties  and  labors:  I  have  not 
escaped  the  vortex  of  the  very  strange  "financial  revulsion" 
which  has  swept  through  our  country :  My  principal  Bankers  in 
New  York  (Corning  &  Co.)  "Suspended,"  with  $20,000  of 
my  funds  in  their  hands,  and  went  into  "liquidation."  An  ex- 
cellent friend,  (Wm  Walker)  and  a  companion  in  my  boy-hood, 
now  a  retired  merchant  in  New  York,  (78  East  21st  St.)  is 
using  his  exertions  to  save  the  most  available  assets  for  me 
that  t[he]  case  will  admit  of;  nevertheless,  I  shall  suffer 
considerably,  as  my  friend  Walker  will  have  to  take  N.  Orleans 
depreciated  securities,  &c.  Moreover,  dividends  on  my  invest- 
ments in  the  State  of  N.  York,  have  been  either  suspended, 
(temporarily)  or  curtailed  in  amount:  and  my  interests  in 
Wisconsin  have  suffered  in  an  equal  ratio:  Bank  shares  have 
depreciated,  and  dividends  been  cut  down :  And  Seventeen  Hun- 
dred Dollars  in  my  Plank  and  Rail  Road  Stocks  at  Racine,  I 
may  as  well  make  up  my  mind  to  place  in  the  column  of  "Profit 
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and  Loss"  in  striking  a  Balance  Sheet  between  myself  and  the 
Great  "Panic"! 

Now  notwithstanding  my  Faith,  as  well  as  a  true  philosophy, 
enable  me  to  bear  up  with  becoming  humility  under  these  crosses 
and  reverses  in  this  world's  affairs, — although  frail-minded  peo- 
ple in  our  country,  who  must  lack  both  faith  and  philosophy, 
would  appear  to  have  "shuffled  off  this  mortal  coil"  on  account 
of  the  money  pressure, — yet  I  cannot  deny,  but  that  my  spirit 
is  not  a  little  vexed  at  the  positive  losses  and  contingent  de- 
preciation of  "securities,"  of  which  I  am  the  victim,  from  so 
inexplicable  a  cause!  But  we  are  thankful  it  is  no  worse;  and, 
relying  on  God's  continued  mercies,  we  have  no  fears  but  what 
all  the  reasonable  wants  and  comforts  of  this  life  will  be  amply 
supplied  to  us,  after  returning  to  the  land  of  our  Fathers. 

I  am  not  robust  in  health, — but  Mrs.  W.93  is  more  fortunate 
in  that  respect  than  myself,  altho'  she  suffers  from  home-sick- 
ness. We  trust  that  yourself,  your  Mother94  and  family,  and 
your  Sister  Mrs.  Pearson95  and  family,  are  all  in  the  enjoyment 
of  health,  competence  and  contentment.  And  Mrs.  White  joins 
me  in  the  affectionate  regards  to  you  all, — and  kind  remem- 
brances to  all  inquiring  friends.  We  hope  to  see  you  all  before 
(or  very  soon  after)  the  close  of  the  present  year. 


D3Nancy  R.  White. 
94Judith  Bailey  Ellis. 
95Elizabeth  Ellis  Pearson. 
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Warren  Winslow96  to  John  W,  Ellis.  UNC. 

Washington  Feb.  23  '58. 

I  enclose  you  an  extract  from  a  letter  from  William  M  L. 
McKay.97  I  think  you  had  better  drop  a  friendly  line  to  Duncan 
G  McRae*8 

We  are  rather  in  a  belligerent  mood  here.  Cullon"  (old  clerk.) 
knocked  down  Clay100  of  Kentucky.  An  officer  of  the  Army  did 
the  same  for  a  brother  officer — both  will  end  in  duels.  Col 
Sumner101  challenged  Gen.  Harney:102  &  Lt  Rhind103  of  the 
Navy  posted  Comr.  Boutwell.104 

So  we  go. 

[Enclosure'] 

I  should  have  written  to  you  before  this  but  for  press  of  business  and 
absence  from  home.  I  am  pleased  with  the  tone  and  sentiment  of  Judge 
Ellis'  letter.  I  think  our  people  are  decidedly  in  favor  of  him  for  Gov.: 
but  we  are  so  situated  that  I  question  the  policy  of  nominating  any  one 
in  our  County  meeting.  I  don't  think  friend  Shepherd105  stands  any  chance 
for  the  nomination,  and  while  we  may  make  no  nomination,  in  the  con- 
vention I  think  you  may  assure  Judge  Ellis  our  delegation  will  be  strong 
for  him.  They  may  from  motions  of  policy  stand  off  awhile,  but  in  feeling 
they  will  be  for  him  from  the  start:  they  are  so  now.  I  would  like  to 
hear  from  him,  and  would  write  him  if  I  knew  where  to  direct  to  him 
after  I  get  back  from  Robeson  Court.  I  would  be  glad  for  him  to  under- 
stand how  we  feel  for  I  have  talked  with  several  and  they  all  say  Judge 
E.  is  the  man. 

Harnett   I   fear  will   nominate   Holden.106  I  will  prevent  it  if  possible. 

Fay.  Feb.  20,  1858. 


90Warren  Winslow  (1810-1862),  graduate  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  1827;  lawyer;  member  of  the  State  Senate  from  Cumberland 
County,  1854;  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress,  1855-1861.  Biographical 
Directory  of  Congress,  1,837. 

87William  M.  L.  McKay,  lawyer  in  Fayetteville ;  member  of  the  House 
of  Commons  from  Cumberland  County,  1858,  1866.  Livingston,  Law  Regis- 
ter, 717;  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  578. 

98Duncan  G.  MacRae,  from  Cumberland  County,  interested  in  internal 
improvements;  politician;  keeper  of  the  public  arms;  magistrate  and 
Fayetteville  historian.  Oates,  The  Story  of  Fayetteville,  94,  149,  173,  221- 
222,  243,  292. 

8DWilliam  Cullom  (1810-1896),  lawyer;  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress 
from  Tennessee,  1851-1855;  Clerk  of  the  U.S.  Congress,  1856-1857.  Bio- 
graphical Directory  of  Congress,  762. 

100James  B.  Clay  (1817-1864),  son  of  Henry  Clay;  member  of  the  U.S. 
Congress  from  Kentucky,  1857-1859.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress, 
704. 

101Edwin  V.  Sumner  (1797-1863),  commissioned  Second  Lieutenant  in  the 
U.S.  Army,  1819;  promoted  First  Lieutenant,  1823;  Captain,  1833;  Major, 
1846;    relations    between    Sumner    and    William    S.    Harney    permanently 
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John  H.  Parker  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Salisbury  March  8th  1858. 

I  was  much  gratified  by  the  receipt  and  contents  of  your 
letter  from  Williamston;  and  nothing  but  an  unusual  press  of 
pastoral  work  should  have  hindered  me  from  writing  you  at 
once.  I  trust  however  that  this  may  be  in  time  to  find  you  at 
Tarboro. 

I  think  my  dear  Sir,  it  is  clearly  your  duty,  and  will  be  safe 
for  you,  to  go  forward,  and  put  your  good  resolutions  into  effect, 
by  being  baptized.  Of  your  sincerity,  and  entire  conscientious- 
ness, I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt.  Your  conduct  and  expressed 
sentiments  fully  satisfy  me  as  to  that.  You  seem  to  me  fully  to 
believe  the  great  articles  of  Christian  Faith ;  to  feel  the  necessity 
of  Salvation;  earnestly  to  desire  to  break  the  hold  which  the 
world  has  upon  your  heart  and  thoughts ;  and  to  become  a  sincere 
and  consistent  Christian.  If  so,  I  am  very  sure,  that  you  can 
with  a  good  conscience  make  the  answers  which  are  required 
at  Baptism :  and  moreover  I  feel  confident  that  with  such  views 
and  feelings  you  ought  to  be  baptized.  For  you  must  remember 

strained  when  General  Winfield  Scott  tried  to  relegate  Harney,  Sumner's 
senior  officer  in  favor  of  Sumner.  Promoted  to  Lieutenant  Colonel,  1848; 
Colonel,  1855;  Brigadier  General,  1861;  Major-General,  1862.  Dictionary 
of  American  Biography,  XVIII,  214-215. 

102William  S.  Harney  (1800-1889),  commissioned  Second  Lieutenant  in 
the  U.S.  Army,  1818;  rose  rapidly  to  Lieutenant  Colonel,  1836;  Colonel, 
1846;  Harney  was  court-martialed  for  disobedience  for  refusing  to  re- 
linquish his  command  to  Edwin  V.  Sumner;  he  was  found  guilty  and  was 
required  to  apologize  to  General  Winfield  Scott,  whose  orders  he  had 
disobeyed.  He  was  brevetted  Brigadier  General,  1847.  Perhaps  never  trusted 
during  the  Civil  War  because  of  his  southern  sympathies,  he  was  given 
no  active  command,  retired,  1863.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography, 
VIII,  280-281. 

"'Alexander  C.  Rhind  (1821-1897),  entered  the  U.S.  Navy  as  a  mid- 
shipman, 1838;  had  risen  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant,  1854.  "In  1855,  while 
on  the  John  Adams  in  the  Pacific  Squadron,  because  of  a  disagreement 
with  his  commander,  he  was  court-martialed,  sent  home,  and  then  placed 
on  furlough.  In  September,  1855,  he  was  dropped  from  the  service  by  the 
Naval  Retiring  Board,  but  was  reinstated  in  I860."  Unable  to  ascertain 
the  name  of  the  Commander  of  the  "John  Adams"  with  whom  Rhind 
disagreed,  but  probably  it  was  Edward  B.  Boutwell.  Rhind  rose  to  the 
rank  of  Rear  Admiral,  1883.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  XV, 
528-529. 

""Probably  Edward  B.  Boutwell,  entered  the  U.  S.  Navy  as  a  Midship- 
man, 1819;  rose  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant,  1828;  promoted  to  Commander, 
1850;  dismissed,  1861.  Edward  W.  Callahan,  List  of  Officers  of  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States  and  of  the  Marine  Corps  from  1775  to  1900  (New 
York:  L.  R.  Hamersly  and  Co.,  1901),  68. 

105James  B.  Shepard. 

106William  W.  Holden. 
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that  Baptism  is  of  the  nature  of  a  covenant.  That  it  is  not  only 
a  dedication  on  our  part,  of  our  lives  to  God's  service  but  is 
also  a  pledge  from  Him  of  the  reception  of  divine  blessings — 
of  the  remission  of  our  Sins,  and  of  spiritual  help  to  enable 
us  to  lead  a  Christian  life.  Then,  by  entering  into  that  sacra- 
mental covenant,  you  get  not  only  the  advantage,  which  a  firm 
resolution  acted  upon  naturally  gives  us  in  any  important  under- 
taking, but  you  receive  also  the  assurance  of  the  very  assistance 
of  which  you  feel  your  need  to  enable  you  to  lead  the  life  to 
which  your  heart  and  conscience  and  reason  all  prompt  you 
to  devote  yourself. 

Nor  do  I  think,  that  there  is  anything  in  the  difficulties  of 
which  you  speak,  as  to  your  feelings,  which  should  stand  in  the 
way  of  your  taking  this  step.  You  say  "I  do  not  feel  sufficiently 
the  weight  and  burden  of  my  sins.  There  is  not  with  me,  a 
sufficiently  repentant  sorrow  for  my  transgressions.  I  wish  to 
have  this  feeling  &c"  Compunction  for  sin,  will  be  affected  as 
to  its  depth  and  amount,  principally,  by  two  circumstances.  Our 
natural  susceptibility  to  emotions  of  grief;  and  the  nature  of 
our  life  before  repentance.  Some  persons  are  entirely  overborne 
by  circumstances  of  affliction,  which  others  bear  with  compara- 
tive equanimity.  And  yet  the  one  class  may  grieve  just  as  sin- 
cerely as  the  other.  Again — when  a  person  has  led  an  outra- 
geously wicked  life,  it  is  natural,  that  when  he  is  arrested  in  his 
course,  and  the  Spirit  of  God  leads  him  to  realize  the  danger 
and  enormity  of  his  conduct,  that  he  should  be  overwhelmed 
with  dread  and  sorrow,  and  have  the  deepest  and  liviliest  com- 
punction for  his  sins.  But  when  on  the  review  of  our  past  life, 
there  is  no  sin  of  special  enormity  to  confront  us,  but  only  a 
succession  of  disobedience  and  neglect  to  God,  we  will  be  sorry 
it  is  true  that  we  have  so  long  forsaken  our  duty  and  happiness, 
but  will  not  be  oppressed  by  any  such  remorse,  as  the  outra- 
geously wicked  man  turning  from  his  sins.  And  that  is  con- 
fessedly your  condition.  No  heinous  sin  affrighting  your 
conscience;  but  a  feeling  of  worldliness  occuping  your  whole 
mind  from  the  power  of  which  you  long  to  be  delivered,  that 
you  may  dedicate  your  life  to  God  in  sincerity  and  truth.  The 
repentance  which  the  Gospel  requires,  is  such  a  sorrow  for  sin, 
as  induces  us  to  forsake  it,  and  by  God's  help  to  endeavor  to 
serve  Him.  And  such  I  judge,  to  be  the  very  point  to  which 
your  own  mind  has  been  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God.  Then,  your 
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only  safety  is  to  go  forward,  to  complete  your  repentance  by 
doing  what  Christ  commands  being  baptized,  in  the  assured 
hope  of  His  help  &  blessing. 

Your  feeling  of  sorrow  for  your  sins  will  without  doubt  deepen 
and  grow,  in  proportion  as  you  yield  your  life  up  to  the  in- 
fluences of  God's  Spirit,  and  endeavour  sincerely  to  conform 
yourself  to  the  precepts  of  the  Gospel.  For  religion  is  a  life; 
and  in  proportion  as  your  spiritual  discernment  and  attainments 
increase,  so  will  your  desire  for  holiness,  and  your  sense  of  the 
evil  of  sin  take  continually  a  deeper  hold  upon  your  affections. 

My  advice  then  to  you  is  to  pray  to  God  to  give  you  power 
to  see  your  condition  as  it  truly  is  in  His  sight — to  enable  you 
to  repent  truly  of  your  sins — to  give  you  a  lively  trust  in  Jesus 
Christ  as  your  Redeemer  and  Savior — to  give  you  strength  to 
carry  your  good  resolutions  into  effect — to  enable  you  to  devote 
your  life  sincerely  to  his  service.  And  if  you  do  this  sincerely, 
you  may  be  sure  that  God  will  hear  and  help  you.  The  very 
conviction  which  possesses  you  so  fully,  that  you  are  engaged 
in  a  severe  struggle  with  worldliness,  calls  upon  you  earnestly  to 
take  a  decisive  stand,  and  to  throw  yourself  upon  God  for  a 
strength  which  shall  be  enabled  to  sustain  you,  and  carry  you 
successfully  through  it. 

If  upon  further  prayer  and  consideration,  you  are  still 
resolute  in  your  purpose  of  devoting  yourself  to  a  Christian 
life,  I  will  be  most  happy  to  baptize  you,  whenever  you  present 
yourself  to  be  a  partaker  of  the  blessings  of  that  Holy  Sacrament. 
But  if  it  be  as  convenient  to  your  public  duties,  would  it  not  be 
better  to  come  up  from  Johnston  Court,  as  the  Bishop107  will  be 
here,  on  the  28th,  and  you  could  then  be  confirmed  at  the  same 
time  if  you  desire  it.  It  would  be  altogether  right  and  expedient. 

With  the  sincerest  wishes  for  your  happiness  and  salvation. 
I  am  very  truly  your  Friend  &  Pastor, 


107The  Right  Reverend  Thomas  Atkinson  (1807-1881),  Third  Bishop  of 
North  Carolina,  1853-1881.  Marshall  D.  Haywood,  Lives  of  the  Bishops 
of  North  Carolina  from  the  Establishment  of  the  Episcopate  in  that  State 
Down  to  the  Division  of  the  Diocese  (Raleigh:  Alfred  Williams  and  Com- 
pany, 1910),  201. 
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108James  F.  Simmons,109  William  H.  Thomas, 
Augustus  M.  Lewis110  to  John  W.  Ellis. 

Charlotte,  N.C.,  April  15th,  1858. 

You  are  aware  that  the  Democratic  party  of  North-Carolina 
assembled  in  Convention  in  this  place  on  yesterday,  for  the 
purpose  of  nominating  a  candidate  for  Governor  of  the  State. 
That  nomination  has  fallen  upon  you,  and  we  have  been  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  inform  you  of  the  same,  and  to  request 
your  acceptance.  To  us  this  is  an  agreeable  duty,  and  in  per- 
forming it  we  take  pleasure  in  saying  to  you  that  the 
Convention  was  undoubtedly  the  largest  assemblage  of  the  kind 
ever  witnessed  in  the  State,  and  that  all  of  its  deliberations 
were  characterized  by  harmony  and  good  feeling — circumstances 
no  less  complimentary  to  yourself  than  auspicious  to  our  party. 

You  will  find  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  Convention  as  the  Platform  of  the  Party.  We  feel  assured 
they  will  receive  your  cordial  approval  and  endorsation. 

Allow  us  to  express  our  earnest  hope  that  you  will  accept  the 
nomination,  and  to  assure  you,  as  we  feel  authorized  to  do,  of 
the  hearty  and  united  support  of  the  entire  Democratic  party 
of  North-Carolina. 


William  W.  Holden  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Raleigh,  April  19,  1858. 

Permit  me  to  congratulate  you  on  your  nomination  at  Char- 
lotte, and  to  say  that  I  am  prepared  to  do  all  I  can  to  promote 
your  success  as  the  nominee  of  the  Democratic  party. 

I  know  nothing  of  the  plans  or  calculations  of  the  opposition, 
but  should  not  be  surprised  if  they  were  to  get  out  a  candidate. 


108This  letter  is  taken  from  the  Semi-Weekly  Standard,  April  28,  1858. 

109James  F.  Simmons  (1826-1905),  poet;  lawyer;  born  in  Halifax;  resi- 
dent of  Mississippi,  1843-1847;  returned  to  North  Carolina,  1847;  settled 
in  Weldon;  became  depot  agent  for  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon  Railroad 
at  that  place,  returned  to  Mississippi,  1860;  returned  to  North  Carolina, 
1862,  to  become  a  Major  of  Quartermaster  on  the  staff  of  Ramsom's  Bri- 
gade. Elizabeth  M.  Hutchinson,  Judge  J.  F.  Simmons,  Lawyer,  Soldier, 
Editor,  Poet  ([Winston-Salem:  Carbon  copy  of  typewritten  manuscript, 
1943])  1-3. 

""Augustus  M.  Lewis  (1821-1896),  member  of  the  House  of  Commons 
from  Wake  County,  1856;  rose  to  the  rank  of  Major  and  Paymaster  for 
the  North  Carolina  troops.  Grant,  Alumni  History  of  U.N.C.,  363. 
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In  that  event,  or  indeed  in  any  event,  I  presume  you  intend 
thoroughly  to  canvass  the  State.  If  I  can  aid  you  in  any  respect, 
please  let  me  know  it. 

We  had  a  large  and  spirited  ratification  meeting  here  on 
Friday  evening  last.  We  expect  to  form  a  Democratic  Club  for 
the  campaign. 

I  have  no  disposition  to  complain.  My  nature  is  to  look  on 
the  bright  side.  I  bow  to  the  decision  of  the  Convention,  and 
shall  work  for  the  party  with  as  much  ardor  as  I  should  have 
worked  for  myself.  I  trust  that  your  majority  will  be  a  signal 
one,  and  that  your  administration  will  be  creditable  to  yourself 
and  beneficial  to  the  whole  people  of  the  State. 


John  W.  Ellis  to  James  F.  Simmons, 
William  H.  Thomas,  Augustus  M.  Lewis111 

Halifax,  April  20th,  1858. 

I  am  in  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  15th  inst.,  advising  me 
of  my  nomination  as  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  Governor  of 
the  State,  by  the  Convention  of  the  Democratic  party,  assembled 
at  Charlotte  on  the  14th  inst.,  and  requesting  my  acceptance  of 
the  same,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  Convention. 

Deeply  sensible,  as  I  am,  of  the  honor  thus  conferred  upon 
me  by  my  political  friends — a  compliment  the  more  flattering, 
as  you  suggest,  because  of  the  imposing  character  of  the 
Convention  and  the  harmony  that  attended  its  deliberations — 
yet,  I  am  far  from  thinking  that  any  mere  desire  of  honoring 
an  individual  was  the  cause  of  bringing  together  so  large  a 
representation  of  the  Democracy  of  the  State  as  was  present  at 
Charlotte.  The  advancement  of  great  political  principles,  such 
as  are  embodied  in  the  resolutions  adopted,  in  which  are  involved 
the  honor  and  welfare  of  the  country,  was  doubtless,  the  ruling 
influence  that  pervaded  the  Convention  and  directed  its  delib- 
erations to  a  harmonious  conclusion. 

These  principles,  are  such  as  have  guided  my  political  course 
through  life ;  at  all  times,  heretofore,  they  have  been  maintained 
by  me,  and  I  make  no  sacrifice  of  opinion  now,  in  saying  to 


'This  letter  is  taken  from  the  Semi-Weekly  Standard,  April  28,  1858. 
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you  and  through  you  to  the  Democratic  party  of  the  State,  that 
they  shall  have  my  zealous  support,  in  the  coming  canvass,  as 
they  have  my  entire  and  conscientious  approval. 

Most  cordially  do  I  respond  to  that  resolution  of  the  Conven- 
tion, expressing  an  approval  of  the  administration  of  Mr. 
Buchanan;112  the  most  interesting  measure  of  which  is  the 
proposition  for  the  immediate  admission  of  Kansas  into  the 
Union,  under  what  is  known  as  the  Lecompton  Constitution.113 

The  just  expectations  of  the  country  in  our  Chief  Magistrate 
have  been  fully  realized ;  indeed  expectation  based,  as  they  were, 
upon  his  known  ability,  patriotism  and  virtue  and  upon  his  his- 
torical fame  as  connected  with  the  strict  constructive  teachings 
of  the  Democratic  party,  could  not  well  be  disappointed. 

This  sentiment  of  the  Convention  will  doubtless  be  responded 
to  by  the  people  of  North-Carolina  at  the  approaching  election, 
in  a  manner  that  will  prove  most  grateful  to  the  feelings  of  a 
faithful  public  servant. 

Well  is  it  observed  by  the  Convention,  that  the  rejection  of 
Kansas,  "can  only  be  viewed  as  a  blow  aimed  at  the  equality  of 
the  States  in  the  Union,,,  an  equality  which  our  interests  and 
our  honor  alike  require  us  to  maintain.  The  opposition  offered 
to  its  admission,  is  an  attempt  to  make  a  practical  application 
of  the  abolition  sentiment  promulgated  by  a  large  and  influential 
sectional  party  in  this  country,  that  "no  more  States,  acknowl- 
edging property  in  slaves,  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union." 
This  is  manifestly  the  true  issue  presented,  notwithstanding  the 
disguise  attempted  to  be  thrown  around  the  question  and  the 
subterfuges  resorted  to  by  the  opponents  of  Kansas  in  Congress, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  parliamentary  tactics  to  accom- 
plish the  defeat  of  the  measure.  Whether  this  attempt  to  pervert 
our  political  system  shall  prove  successful,  remains  to  be  seen; 
but  this  much  is  sufficiently  apparent  to  the  people  of  the  South, 
that  their  reliance  for  the  maintenance  of  their  position  of 
equality  in  the  Union,  as  States,  and  the  preservation  of  the 
country  itself,  against  the  combined  attack  of  fanaticism  abroad 
and  faction  at  home,  is  upon  the  strong  arm  of  the  Democratic 
party.  It  is  now  the  only  national  party  in  the  country, — the 

112James  Buchanan. 

113Lecompton  Constitution  was  a  form  of  government  adopted  by  a 
convention  held  at  Lecompton,  Kansas,  1857,  with  four  sections  declaring 
the  rights  of  owners  to  their  slaves  to  be  inviolable,  but  it  was  defeated 
by  popular  vote,  1858.  Barnhart,  Century  Cyclopedia  of  Names,  II,  2411. 
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only  one  having  the  power  and  the  will  to  secure  the  "constitu- 
tional rights  of  all  sections  of  that  country." 

This  obvious  fact  is  daily  bringing  to  the  support  of  the 
national  Administration  patriotic  men,  who,  having  heretofore 
acted  with  other  political  organizations,  are  now  impelled  by 
an  urgent  conviction  of  public  duty,  to  give  their  adhesions  to 
the  Democratic  party.  The  course  pursued  by  such  persons, 
furnishes  the  gratifying  evidence  that,  whenever  real  peril  shall 
threaten  this  country,  there  will  rise  up  men  for  its  defence, — 
men  who  can  triumph  over  the  passions  and  prejudices  of  the 
hour,  and  submit  to  the  paramount  demands  of  patriotism;  and 
herein  we  have  an  enduring  assurance  of  the  ability  of  the  people 
to  preserve  the  Union  of  the  States  and  our  national  integrity, 
under  which  we  have  grown  prosperous  and  happy  as  a  people, 
great  and  powerful  as  a  nation,  and  which,  under  a  Divine 
superintendent,  will  impart  these  blessings  to  our  posterity. 

I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  say  more,  at  present,  upon  the  topics 
referred  to  in  the  resolutions  of  the  Convention,  as  I  propose 
visiting  the  several  parts  of  the  State  before  the  election,  for 
the  purpose  of  expressing  my  views  more  fully  upon  the  various 
questions  that  now  engage  the  public  attention. 

In  making  known  my  acceptance  of  the  nomination  tendered 
me  by  the  Convention,  I  have  only  to  add  that,  should  the  people 
of  the  State  confirm  that  nomination  by  an  election,  I  will  devote 
my  abilities  and  energies  to  the  promotion  of  such  measures 
as  will  tend  to  advance  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  our 
people,  and  as  far  as  may  pertain  to  the  Executive  office,  to 
maintain  the  honor  of  North  Carolina  and  her  equality  among 
the  States  of  the  Union;  so  that  the  independence  and  liberties 
we  have  inherited  from  our  ancestors,  may  go  down  unimpaired 
to  posterity. 


John  W.  Ellis  to  Thomas  Bragg.114 

Jackson,  April  29,  1858. 

Having  to  a  day  closed  my  circuit  with  Northampton  Court, 
I  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  occasion  thereafter,  in  pursuance 
of  a  purpose  heretofore  formed,  to  resign  to  you  my  commission 
as  a  Judge  of  the  Superior  Courts  of  Law  and  Equity. 


114This  letter  is  taken  from  the  Semi-Weekly  Standard,  May  5,  1858. 
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In  surrendering  this  eminent  position,  with  which  I  was 
honored  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  at  an  early  period 
of  life,  I  take  occasion  to  express  through  you,  my  acknowledg- 
ments to  the  people  of  North-Carolina,  for  the  aid  I  have  ever 
received  at  their  hands,  in  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties. 
Never  have  any  people  evinced  a  more  law  abiding  spirit,  or  a 
more  unanimous  disposition  to  sustain  the  magistrate  in  the 
administration  of  the  laws. 

To  the  members  of  the  legal  profession  have  I  been  uniformly 
indebted  for  enlightened  counsel  and  courteous  attentions  in 
our  official  intercourse,  of  which  I  shall  ever  have  a  grateful 
recollection. 


William  W.  Holden  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Raleigh,  May  4,  1858. 

Your  favor  has  been  received.  I  will  look  up  all  the  documents 
I  can,  and  send  them  to  you  by  the  next  or  succeeding  mail.  I 
have  never  seen,  but  I  have  heard  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  McRae115 
to  which  you  refer,  devouring  Mr.  Clay116  and  distribution.  I 
will  find  it  if  I  can.  The  most  assailable  point  in  his  character, 
so  far  as  distribution  is  concerned,  is  his  action  in  the  Baltimore 
Convention  of  1852.  He  was  on  the  Committee  on  Resolutions 
for  this  State,  and  of  course  voted  for  the  resolution  declaring 
distribution  unconstitutional.  This  was  after  his  "kick  up,"  as 
Cantwell117  would  say,  in  the  State  Convention  of  1852. 

I  shall  prepare  and  publish  soon  a  cheap  pamphlet  on  distri- 
bution— to  contain  also  a  sketch  of  Mr.  McRae,  the  State  plat- 
form, and  a  sketch  of  your  public  life.  I  will  put  them  at  cost, 
so  as  to  ensure  a  wide  circulation. 

Col.  Biggs118  was  no  doubt  confirmed  as  judge  to-day.  Mr. 
Clingman119  will,  I  feel  sure,  be  appointed  his  successor. 

You  will  see  Mr.  McRae's  letter  in  the  Register120  of  to-day. 
It  is  somewhat  ingenious,  but  very  answerable.  I  thought  it 
best  not  to  publish  it,  though  requested  to  do  so,  until  I  could 
find  room  for  comment. 


115Duncan  McRae. 

116Henry   Clay. 

mEdward  P.  C.  Cantwell. 

118Asa  Biggs. 

119Thomas  L.  Clingman. 

120The  Weekly  Raleigh  Register,  May  5,  1858. 
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William  W.  Holden  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Raleigh,  May  5,  1858. 

I  have  just  written  a  reply  to  Mr.  McRae's121  letter,  which 
will  appear  in  the  Standard122  of  Friday.  I  have  given  in  that 
article  several  of  the  resolutions  which  you  want,  and  some 
facts  in  relation  to  Mr.  McRae  as  a  public  man,  which  may  be 
of  use  to  you.  I  could  not  find  the  letter  of  his  to  which  you  refer. 
Probably  it  appeared  in  the  "Signal"  of  1843-4.  I  have  no  file 
of  that,  but  Col.  H.  T.  Clark,123  of  Tarboro'  has.  Suppose  you 
write  him  to  look,  and  also  for  anti-distribution  Editorials. 

I  will  copy  in  Tuesday's  paper  Mr.  McRae's  speech  on  taking 
the  chair  as  President  of  the  Convention  in  1852;  also,  some 
extracts  from  my  notice  of  his  speech  in  reply  to  Mr.  Kerr,124  in 
1848,  at  Franklinton. 

Mr.  Courts125  is  getting  up  some  documents  for  you,  which  he 
will  send  soon.  If  I  can  lay  my  hands  on  any  thing  I  may  deem 
useful,  I  will  send  to  you  at  once  on  your  campaign.  Enclosed 
you  will  find  resolutions  of  Democratic  Conventions. 

William  W.  Holden  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Raleigh,  May  18,  1858. 

Your  favors  dated  Monroe  and  Wadesborough  have  been 
received.  I  was  glad  to  hear  from  you.  You  are  "getting  the 
hang  of  the  schoolhouse"  and  will  have  no  cause,  I  am  sure, 
to  regret  your  efforts  before  the  people.  McRae126  had  the  advan- 


121Duncan  McRae. 

^Semi-Weekly  Standard,  May  8,  1858. 

123Henry  T.  Clark  (1808-1874),  graduate  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  1826;  planter;  State  Senator  from  Edgecombe  County,  1850-1861, 
1866;  Speaker  of  the  Senate  and  Lieutenant  Governor,  1859-1861;  Governor, 
1861-1862.  Grant,  Alumni  History,  U.N.C.,  III. 

124John  Kerr,  Jr.  (1811-1879),  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress,  1853-1855; 
member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Caswell  County,  1858,  1860; 
Judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  1862-1863,  1875-1879.  Biographical  Directory 
of  Congress,  1,159. 

125Daniel  W.  Courts  (1800-1884),  graduate  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  1823;  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Surry  County, 
1831-1833,  1836;  Rockingham  County,  1846-1848;  member  of  the  State 
Senate  from  Rockingham  County,  1850-1851,  1864;  State  Treasurer, 
1837-1839,  1852-1863;  trustee  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina, 
1832-1868.  Grant,  Alumni  History  of  U.N.C.,  132;  Connor,  Manual,  1913, 
786,  815-816. 

126Duncan  McRae. 
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tage  in  the  outset,  being  in  trim,  his  mind  imbued  with  all  the 
questions,  and  his  whole  soul  set  upon  the  issue.  My  correspond- 
ents write  me  privately  that  both  at  Monroe  and  Wadesborough 
you  got  the  advantage  of  him,  and  maintained  yourself 
admirably. 

I  have  sent  you  by  this  mail  to  Fayetteville  some  documents 
which  I  trust  will  be  of  use  to  you.  First,  the  Standard127  of 
to-morrow,  containing  Bennett's  Land  Bill,128  and  the  substance 
of  Hunter's129  graduation  bill;  second,  Mr.  Cobb's130  speech  on 
Morrill's131  bill  donating  lands  for  agricultural  purposes  and 
colleges;  third,  the  speech  of  Robbins,132  with  an  official  table, 
the  very  thing,  I  take  it,  which  you  might  want;  fourth, 
Green's133  Report,  which  I  thought  you  might  not  have;  fifth, 
the  Observer1'6*  of  11th  February,  containing  an  account  of 
Mr.  McRae's  speech  in  Fayetteville,  from  which  you  will  see 
his  position  then  in  relation  to  Kansas  and  Judge  Douglas.135 
By  the  way,  Morrill  and  Robbins  are  both  black  Republicans; 
and  these  are  the  men  we  are  called  upon  to  beg  for  "our  share." 

Mr.  McRae  is  a  bold  campaigner,  and  our  plan  is  to  put  him 
all  the  time  on  the  defensive.  His  denunciation  of  taxation, 
though  not  so  intended,  can  be  shown  to  be  a  sort  of  preparation 
of  the  hearts  of  the  people  for  repudiation;  his  opposition  to 


127 Semi-Weekly  Standard,  May  19,  1858. 

128Bennett's  Land  Bill. 

129Robert  M.  T.  Hunter  (1809-1887),  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress  from 
Virginia,  1837-1843,  1845-1847;  member  of  the  U.S.  Senate,  1847-1861; 
author  of  the  Tariff  Act  of  1857  lowering  many  duties  and  enlarging  the 
free  list.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1,099. 

130Howell  Cobb  (1815-1868),  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress  from  Georgia, 
1843-1851,  1855-1857;  Governor  of  Georgia,  1851-1853;  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  1857-1860;  Chairman  of  the  Convention  of  Seceded  States  which 
assembled  in  Montgomery,  Alabama,  February  24,  1861;  Major  General  in 
the  Confederate  Service.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  711. 

131Justin  S.  Morrill  (1810-1898),  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress  from 
Vermont,  1855-1867;  author  of  the  Morrill  Act  of  1857  which  would  donate 
land  to  the  States  and  Territories  which  would  provide  colleges  for  the 
benefit  of  agriculture  and  mechanic  arts,  vetoed  by  Buchanan,  1859; 
similar  bill  signed  by  Lincoln,  1862;  member  of  the  U.S.  Senate,  1867-1898. 
Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1,359;  Dictionary  of  American 
Biography,  XIII,  198-199. 

132George  R.  Robbins  (1808-1875),  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress  from 
New  Jersey,  1855-1859.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1,525. 

133James  S.  Green  (1817-1870),  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress  from 
Missouri,  1847-1851;  member  of  the  U.S.  Senate,  1857-1861.  He  presented 
the  majority  report  of  the  committee  on  territories,  of  which  he  was  chair- 
man, favoring  the  admission  of  Kansas  as  a  State  under  the  Lecompton 
Constitution.  Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  VII,  549-550. 

134The  Fayetteville  Observer. 

135Stephen  A.  Douglas. 
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Kansas  with  Lecompton136  places  him  side  by  side  with  the 
black  Republicans  and  against  the  administration;  his  censures 
upon  Gov.  Bragg137  for  appointing  Clingman,138  and  upon  the 
President139  for  appointing  Biggs,140  places  him  among  our 
enemies  and  in  front  of  the  disorganizers ;  and  his  intention  is, 
if  he  can  secure  a  balance-of  power  party  in  the  Legislature,  to 
throw  his  whole  influence  against  the  party  here,  against  our 
Northern  brethren,  in  favor  of  Douglas  and  the  new  party  now 
forming  for  1860,  and  of  course  against  the  administration  and 
the  Democratic  party  generally.  I  have  just  conversed  with  our 
friend  the  Governor  on  all  the  points,  and  he  requests  me  to 
say  to  you  that  the  true  policy  is  to  charge  on  Duncan141 — to 
catechize  him — to  crowd  him — to  put  him  and  keep  him  on  the 
defensive.  We  knew  that  you  were  doing  this,  but  still  the  impor- 
tance which  we  both  attach  to  it  will  justify,  as  we  know  you 
will  pardon,  a  suggestion  of  this  kind. 

The  Circular  which  Mr.  Branch142  has  just  issued  to  his 
constituents,  will  do  much  good,  and  he  informs  me  that  it  will 
be  thickly  circulated.  I  will  publish  it  in  the  next  Standard. 
My  pamphlet  will  be  out  in  a  few  days.  As  you  suggest,  I  will 
devote  a  part  of  it  to  the  question  of  taxation.  That  question 
will  affect  us  somewhat,  but  it  can  be  met;  and  besides,  Mr. 
McRae  himself,  by  his  course  on  Kansas,  is  diverting  the  minds 
of  the  people  from  it.  Important  as  it  is  to  many  of  them,  they 
nevertheless  regard  their  rights  and  their  equality  in  the  Union, 
as  more  important. 

When  will  your  next  appointments  be  published?  I  would 
respectfully  suggest  the  importance  of  your  speaking  here  and 
in  Johnston.  We  will  do  our  best  for  you  in  Wake,  but  still  I 
would  be  glad  if  you  could  visit  us  and  speak. 

I  have  thus  written  you  freely,  and  brokenly,  too,  amid  the 
pressure  of  calls  and  business  incident  to  our  Court  week. 

Go  ahead,  and  be  of  good  cheer.  You  will  beat  him  largely. 
All  the  signs  are  that  way.  The  opposition  will  not  all  support 
him,  and  his  vote  from  our  ranks  must  be  small. 


136The  Lecompton  Constitution. 
137Thomas  Bragg. 
138Thomas  L.  Clingman. 
139James  Buchanan. 
140Asa  Biggs. 
141Duncan  McRae. 
142Lawrence  O'Bryan  Branch. 
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William  W.  Holden  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Raleigh,  June  1,  1858. 

On  my  return  from  Salem  I  found  your  favors  awaiting  me, 
and  would  have  replied  sooner  but  for  the  pressure  of  numerous 
engagements. 

Your  statements  as  to  your  volunteering  and  as  to  the  com- 
munication signed  "Delta,"  are  just  such  as  I  expected.  These 
things  cannot  affect  you.  It  is  hardly  necessary,  it  seems  to 
me,  to  allude  to  them  now;  but  it  may  be  necessary  during  the 
campaign,  to  refer  to  the  facts  connected  with  your  volunteering. 
I  infer  from  the  reports  of  the  discussions,  that  Mr.  McRae143 
is  not  using  these  points;  and  I  presume  he  will  not.  Indeed,  I 
am  gratified  to  see  the  courtesy  exhibited  on  both  sides,  and 
I  trust  it  will  continue.  It  is  onerous  enough  to  have  to  canvass 
the  State,  without  the  superaddition  of  unkind  and  acrimonious 
words. 

I  have  lately  visited  Salem,  and  had  many  opportunities  of 
collecting  public  sentiment.  My  candid  opinion  is  that  Mr.  McRae 
has  been  losing  ever  since  the  campaign  commenced,  and  you 
have,  of  course,  been  gaining.  Duncan  has  a  bad  cause,  and  a 
shattered  and  depressed  opposition  to  depend  on.  Besides,  though 
superior  in  mere  action,  he  is  deficient  in  judgment  and  tactics. 
Our  friends,  where  I  have  been,  and  all  from  whom  I  have 
heard,  are  in  good  spirits.  You  will  get  300  majority  in  For- 
sythe;  while  Mr.  McRae,  in  the  judgment  of  Mr.  Anslem  Reid144 
and  others,  cannot  poll  more  than  1200  votes. 

The  Democrats  of  Forsythe  will  probably  run  Mr.  Masten,145 
the  old  member  and  Mr.  Fries.146  In  Franklin,  Green147  for  the 
Commons  again,  and  young  Lankford148  for  the  Senate.  We 


143Duncan  McRae. 

144Anselom  Reed,  postmaster  of  Hillsdale  in  Guilford  County.  U.S. 
Register,  1857;  160. 

145John  Masten,  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Forsyth  County, 
1856-1858.  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  605. 

146Francis  Fries  (1812-1863),  pioneer  manufacturer;  justice  of  the  peace; 
member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Forsyth  County,  1858.  Ashe, 
Biographical  History,  129-134. 

147William  F.  Green,  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  from  Franklin 
County,  1856-1860.  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  610. 

148Menalcus  Lankford,  graduate  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina 
1847;  member  of  the  State  Senate  from  Franklin  County,  1858.  Grant, 
Alumni  History  of  U.N.C.,  353. 
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shall  have  some  trouble,  I  fear,  in  Chatham.  I  am  glad  to  see 
McDowell149  out  in  Bladen.  That  most  probably  secures  that 
Senatorial  district.  I  think  the  chances  are  that  we  shall  have 
the  Legislature  by  at  least  30  on  joint  ballot. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  your  voice  is  improving.  The  labor 
of  the  campaign  is  likely  to  be  beneficial  to  your  health. 

I  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  often,  and  to  co-operate 
with  you  in  any  way  suggested  for  the  advancement  of  the 
cause. 


Elizabeth  Ellis  Pearson  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

June  18th  [1858]. 

Dear  Brother 

I  received  a  letter  from  Judge  Pearson150  on  Wednesday, 
saying  he  had  sold  14  of  the  Negroes  for  $4830.  reserved  Bowan, 
Jack  &  George,  he  did  not  mention  the  sales  of  any  but  Jack 
Hudgens,  Emeline  &  3  children,  1  eleven  9  &  7  Jack  brought 
600,  Emeline  &  the  children  1350,  Col  Murchison151  bought 
them  &  has  given  Jack  permission  to  come  up  to  see  if  I  will  take 
them  at  the  same,  (Emeling  is  just  about  to  be  confined  again) 
I  did  not  want  these  Negroes  sold,  but  Jack  has  sold  better  than 
I  expected,  the  others  not  as  well  as  they  ought  to  have  sold. 
I  do  not  know  whether  I  ought  to  take  them  or  not,  if  I  could 
hire  Jack  for  $120,  which  would  be  the  interest  of  the  purchase 
money,  I  would  feel  safe  to  take  them,  &  as  he  is  pretty  good 
carpenter  I  think  he  ought  to  bring  that  much.  He  sent  a  copy 
of  the  Will  which  does  not  read  just  as  I  thought  the  original 
did,  there  seems  to  me  one  entire  sentence  wanting,  constituting 
me  guardian  &  the  whole  of  the  property  to  manage  to  the  best 
advantage,  till  the  children  are  of  age,  or  other  wise  need  it,  in 
the  copy  there  is  not  one  word  of  this,  &  I  cannot  think  I  was 
so  mistaken,  in  this  there  is  nothing  said  about  Guardian, 
but  the  money  must  be  put  at  Interest  without  saying  who  is  to 
have  the  control  I  can  sell  property  with  the  approbation  of  the 


149Thomas  S.  D.  McDowell  (1823-1898),  graduate  of  the  University  of 
North  Carolina,  1843;  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Bladen 
County,  1846-1850;  member  of  the  State  Senate,  1852-1854,  1858;  member 
of  the  Confederate  Congress,  1861-1864.  Grant,  Alumni  History  of  U.N.C., 
388. 

150Richmond  M.  Pearson. 

151  Alexander  Murchison. 
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Executor.  I  am  anxious  to  go  to  Mothers  152  as  soon  as  I  can 
&  will  take  with  me,  both  the  will  &  the  letter, — I  have  not  seen 
Judge  Pearson  since  you  were  here,  &  consequently  have  not 
said  anything  to  him  about  leaving  here.  I  talked  with  Mr 
Carter,153  he  said  he  would  not  advise  me  to  go  to  Salisbury, 
that  if  I  moved  at  all  I  had  better  go  to  Mothers,  but  he  thought 
I  had  better  stay  where  I  was.  I  did  not  write  to  Dr  Douglas,154 
I  thought  I  had  better  not  make  any  step  towards  purchasing 
until  I  could  see  what  I  could  do  with  this  lot.  I  wish  to  go  to 
Mothers  to-morrow  or  as  soon  after  as  I  can,  where  I  hope  you 
will  be  able  to  come,  before  I  leave,  &  perhaps  I  can  then  decide 
upon  something. 


Philo  White  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

"Ambato,"  (Ecuador,) 
30th  June,  1858. 

Mrs.  White155  and  myself  were  most  happy,  on  receipt  of 
your  very  welcome  letter  of  the  22d  April,  to  know  that  you 
was  in  good  health  and  in  buoyant  spirits,  and  full  of  bright 
hopes  of  an  auspicious  future. 

Partaking  of  the  frailty  of  too  many  Parents,  our  earthly 
attachments  were  too  exclusively  centered  in  an  only  child;156 
for  which  error  or  parental  weakness  we  are  now  paying  the 
penalty,  in  carrying  grief-stricken  hearts  to  our  graves,  on 
being  bereft  by  God's  Providence  of  that  idol  of  our  affections 
here  below !  And  a  part  of  that  penalty  has  been,  an  expatriation 
for  a  season  from  our  natal  land,  double  endeared  by  absence 
from  it,  and  from  near  and  dear  relatives  and  friends,  in  an 
effort  to  assuage  the  bitterness  of  our  affliction.  But  that  sense 
of  desolation  which  at  times  so  heavily  depresses  our  spirits,  is 
greatly  mitigated,  on  knowing  that  the  husband  of  our  Daughter, 
the  chosen  sharer  and  depositary  of  her  earthly  happiness  and 


152Judith  Bailey  Ellis. 

153 Archibald  G.  Carter  (1801-1887),  graduate  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  1820;  lawyer;  planter;  member  of  the  State  Senate  from  Rowan 
County,  1832.  Grant,  Alumni  History  of  U.N.C.,  103;  Connor,  Manual, 
1913,  792. 

154George  B.  Douglas. 

155Nancy  R.  White. 

156Mary  White  Ellis. 
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destiny,  still  survives,  and  warmly  reciprocates  the  affection 
we  cherish  for  him.  And  you  could  have  no  stronger  assurance 
that  our  Daughter's  love  and  devotion  to  you  never  abated, 
than  her  aspirations  for  your  well-being  and  happiness,  which 
continued,  as  we  are  assured,  up  to  the  moment  when  her  gentle 
spirit  ceased  its  struggle  with  mortality. 

With  these  reminiscences  in  view,  I  am  sure  I  need  not  repeat, 
that  your  prosperity  and  happiness  are  near  and  dear  to  us, 
and  that  we  shall  ever  rejoice  in  your  good  fortunes.  And  as 
you  have  an  ambition  and  aptitude  for  political  life,  the  time 
and  occasion  seem  to  be  appropriate  for  you  to  take  the  field. 

Nor  do  I  think  your  nine  or  ten  years  labors  on  the  "Bench," 
has  been  time  lost;  It  has  undoubtedly  been  a  most  acceptable 
service  to  the  people  of  North  Carolina,  and  will  be  gratefully 
remembered  by  them  in  future  emergencies. 

In  Duncan  McRae  as  a  rival  candidate,  (who,  if  I  mistake 
not,  is  just  about  your  own  age,)  you  have  a  plausible  public 
speaker,  I  take  it,  well  calculated  to  call  out  your  best  efforts: 
But  his  unfortunate  instability  as  a  politician,  and  his  utter 
unreliableness,  either  as  a  Democrat  or  as  a  leader  of  any  con- 
glomerate party,  cannot  leave  the  possibility  of  a  doubt  as  to 
your  triumphant  election; — and  we  view  the  event,  as  un  fait 
accompli,  if  God  spares  your  life. 

But  your  letter  furnishes  another  element  of  still  more 
unalloyed  gratification  to  us:  And  we  double  rejoice  to  learn, 
that  other  happy  fortunes,  still  more  auspicious  in  life's  career 
than  Executive  Honors,  promise  most  opportunely  to  cluster 
about  your  path-way:  You  know  that  it  has  been  for  some 
years  our  deliberate  opinion,  and  our  ardent  desire,  that  you 
should  marry  again.  Every  rational  consideration,  in  our  view, 
counselled  that  step  on  your  part:  And  now  that  you  are  about 
to  assume  the  high  and  responsible  relation  of  a  Ruler  and 
Statesman  in  the  land,  it  is  thrice  important  that  your  social 
relation  should  be  correspondingly  bettered, — more  especially, 
since  you  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  win  the  heart  and  the 
hand  of  a  young  Lady  so  eminently  worthy  of  your  choice, 
and  whose  gifts  and  accomplishments  so  well  fit  her  to  become 
the  ministering  Angel  at  the  alter  of  your  domestic  felicity,  as 
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we  are  fully  persuaded  Miss  Mary  M.  Daves157  is,  as  well  from 
your  own  declarations  as  from  the  antecedents  of  her  highly 
respected  family  and  relatives,  some  of  whom  have  been  our 
cherished  friends. 

Trusting  there  will  be  nothing  to  interrupt  the  consummation 
of  your  hopes  in  this  respect,  we  may  be  allowed  to  congratulate 
you  and  your  betrothed  in  advance,  and  to  salute  her  as  a  new 
and  warmly  cherished  Daughter.  It  will  be  among  the  happiest 
incidents  of  our  lives,  to  be  spared  to  visit  and  embrace  you 
both,  on  our  return  to  that  blessed  "land  of  the  free  and  the 
home  of  the  brave"  which  gave  us  birth.  It  is  my  present 
determination  to  leave  this  country  in  the  month  of  December, 
at  farthest. 

As  your  political  campaign  will  have  cost  you  some  extra 
disbursements,  I  must  beg  of  you  to  accept  the  inclosed  Draft, 
No.  48,  on  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Washington,  of  date  30th 
June,  payable  to  your  order  at  two  days'  sight,  for  One  Thou- 
sand and  Six  Dollars, — $1,006.00 — And  I  am  happy  to  inform 
you,  that  my  apprehended  pecuniary  loss,  by  the  failure  during 
the  financial  "panic"  in  New  York,  of  one  of  my  Bankers  there, 
has  eventuated  more  fortunately  than  I  had  reason  to  expect, — 
some  $20,000  in  New  Orleans  Securities  having  been  assigned 
to  me  in  liquidation  of  my  New  York  claim, — the  N.  Orleans 
"assets"  being  entirely  safe,  and  earn  me  better  interest  and 
dividends  than  the  same  amount  did  in  N.  York. 

Our  health  is  tolerable  good  now, — our  sojourn  for  some 
months  in  the  salubrious  Town  and  Valley  of  "Ambato,"  (not 
far  from  the  Capital,)  having  contributed  greatly  to  that 
desirable  result. — After  you  shall  have  accomplished  a  two-fold 
triumph,  (matrimonially  and  politically,)  I  must  beg  of  you 
to  write  me  the  particulars,  as  fully  as  you  may  find  leisure  to  do. 

Be  good  enough  to  remember  us  affectionately  to  your 
Mother,158  and  to  your  Sister  Mrs.  Pearson,159  and  all  the  mem- 
bers of  their  Families,  and  our  kind  remembrances  to  all  friends. 


157Mary  McKinlay  Daves  (1835-?),  daughter  of  John  Pugh  Daves  and 
Elizabeth  B.  Graham.  Married  John  W.  Ellis,  in  Christ  Church,  New 
Bern,  North  Carolina,  August  11,  1858.  Recorded  in  the  Graham  Family 
Bible,  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  John  Ellis  Knowles,  Rye,  New  York. 

158Judith  Bailey  Ellis. 

159Elizabeth  Ellis  Pearson. 
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Philo  White  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Legation  U.  S.  in  Ecuador, 
1st  July,  1858. 

I  yesterday  wrote  you  at  length,  and  inclosed,  as  I  supposed, 
the  First  of  my  Draft  No.  48,  of  30th  June,  drawn  on  the  Hon- 
orable the  Secretary  of  State  at  Washington  City,  and  payable 
to  your  order  at  two  days'  sight,  for  One  Thousand  and  Six 
Dollars,  ($1,006:)  But  as  amidst  the  many  parcels  and  packets 
I  have  had  to  prepare  and  mail  by  the  present  Steamer,  I  fear 
my  Second  (and  possible  my  first)  may  have  been  missed,  I 
hasten  to  inclose  to  you,  herewith,  my  Third  of  Exch.  of  same 
number,  date,  and  amount;  and  lest  peradventure  my  second  and 
first  should  fall  into  improper  hands,  I  have  specially  requested 
the  Department  to  scrutinize  the  endorsement,  to  be  assured 
that  the  signature  is  your  proper  hand  writing.  And  for  a  like 
reason,  you  had  better  send  forward  the  Third,  which  I  now 
inclose,  in  preference  to  the  first  or  second,  should  either  of 
them  per  chance  reach  your  hands,  as  the  seal  of  this  triplicate 
is  affixed  by  a  serrated  paper,  as  a  sign  of  its  genuineness. 

By  the  last  "Standard"  reed,  (15th  May,)  I  perceive  the 
Gubernatorial  campaign  has  been  opened  with  animated  discus- 
sions between  yourself  and  Mr.  McRae:160  I  hope  and  expect 
you  will  lead  him  from  ten  to  twenty  thousand  in  the  "long 
heat." — But  we  are  pained  to  see  it  intimated  in  the  papers, 
that  you  were  suffering  from  "temporary  sickness." — We  trust 
sincerely,  your  illness  may  indeed  prove  only  "temporary." 

P.S.  We  spend  the  better  part  of  our  time,  during  the  recess 
of  the  Ecuatorian  Congress,  at  our  Summer  Retreat,  in  the 
(comparatively  speaking)  beautiful  Valley  and  Town  of 
"Ambato,"  where  we  now  are.  Altho'  deeply  esconced  in  this 
Valley,  we  yet  have  magnificent  views  of  the  Peaks  of 
Chimborazo, — Tungaragua,  (an  extinct  Volcano)  and  Cotopaxi, 
the  highest  living  volcano  in  the  world — whose  altitude  is  nearly 
19,000  feet! — And  as  the  little  Town  has  a  good  market,  and  is 
nearer  Guayaquil  (thro'  which  all  our  mails  from  home  pass) 
than  Quito,  we  are  more  content  here,  with  4  or  5  excellent 
families  as  neighbors  and  visitors,  than  at  the  Capital. 


5Duncan  McRae. 
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16W.  W.  Woodfin162  to  J.  W.  Ellis  and  D.  K.  McRae. 

Asheville,  July  16th,  1858. 

In  your  discussion  at  this  place  today,  I  understood  you 
both  as  saying,  that  you  were  opposed  to  increasing  the  debt 
of  the  State,  at  present,  beyond  the  amount  pledged  by  previous 
Legislation.  But  that  when  the  time  come,  if  it  should  be  found 
that  the  four  millions  already  appropriated  to  the  Western 
N.  C.  R.  Road,  together  with  the  two  millions  required  of  indi- 
viduals, would  not  extend  it  to  the  Tennessee  line,  you  would 
be  in  favor  of  the  State  making  further  appropriations  sufficing 
to  complete  it,  on  the  payment,  by  private  subscription,  of  one- 
third  of  the  amount. 

Regarding  the  time  at  which  this  would  become  proper  as 
yet  left  indefinite,  and  as  very  important  to  our  part  of  the  State, 
and  both  you  appearing  to  suppose  it  would  require  six  or  eight 
years,  I  propounded  to  you  both  the  question:  Whether,  if  the 
State  and  private  subscribers  should  subscribe  and  expend, 
and  work  out,  the  said  sum  of  six  millions  within  four  years, 
you  would,  if  in  office,  recommend  further  appropriations  at  that 
time  for  its  completion;  and  I  took  occasion  to  express  the 
opinion,  that  if  the  charter  should  be  so  amended  as  to  relieve 
us  of  the  requirement  to  finish  it  by  sections,  as  you  proposed, 
that  we  could  accomplish  it  within  four  years,  except,  perhaps, 
a  part  of  the  tunnel. 

To  this  interrogatory,  I  understood  Judge  Ellis  to  answer  in 
the  affirmative;  and  Mr.  McRae  to  say,  that  in  no  contingency 
would  he  be  a  candidate  for  re-election,  so  that  he  would  not 
then  be  in  office;  but  as  far  as  he  could  exert  any  influence  as 
a  private  citizen,  it  would  be  done  cheerfully. 

Will  you  each,  be  so  kind  as  to  say,  whether  I  am  correct 
as  to  the  responses,  &c. 

The  foregoing  is  a  correct  statement  according  to  my 
understanding. 

Yours,  &c. 
John  W.  Ellis 

The  foregoing  is,  in  substance,  the  responses  given  by  me 
to  your  questions,  and  is  the  position  I  have  always  occupied. 

D.  K.  McRae 


161This  letter  is  taken  from  The  Weekly  Raleigh  Register,  July  28,  1858. 
162Nicholas   W.   Woodfm,   member   of   the   State   Senate   from   Buncombe 
County,  1844-1852.  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  517. 
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William  W.  Holden  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Raleigh,  Aug.  6,  1858. 

The  Standard163  of  tomorrow  will  give  you  all  the  news  I 
have.  We  have  gained  in  the  Legislature,  and  lost  also,  but  not 
so  as  to  affect  us.  The  Legislature  must  be  Democratic  by  from 
40  to  50.  Your  majority  will  be  a  glorious  one — perhaps  20,000. 

We  have  given  you  880  majority  in  Wake — the  largest  ever 
given  to  any  man. 

I  expect  to  leave  for  Beaufort  in  the  morning,  where  I  will 
be  for  a  week  or  two. 

I  regret  our  losses  in  Johnston  and  Craven.  Bad  management 
in  the  latter,  and  the  popularity  of  Willis  Sanders164  in  the 
former.  I  learn  that  your  vote  is  a  fine  one  in  Wayne,  Dublin, 
Craven  Lenoir,  etc. 


163Semi-Weekly  Standard,  August  7,  1858. 

164Willis  H.  Sanders,  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Johnston 
County,  1852,  1858.  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  671. 


The  Papers  of  John  W.  Ellis  203 

1859 
Inaugural  Address  of  John  W.  Ellis,  UNC. 

[Saturday,  January  1,  1859] 

Fellow-Citizens  of  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Commons: 

The  ceremony  in  which  we  are  about  to  engage,  presents  a 
fitting  occasion  to  render  our  humble  acknowledgements  to 
Almighty  God,  for  the  many  social  and  political  blessings  that 
we  have  enjoyed  under  His  providence. 

This  day  we  have  assembled  as  a  free  people,  through  our 
representatives,  to  witness  a  succession  in  the  office  of  Chief 
Executive  Magistrate  of  the  State ;  a  succession  which,  like  those 
preceding  it,  being  effected  by  the  free  action  of  the  popular 
will,  presents  to  the  world  a  renewed  evidence  that  with  us  "all 
political  power  is  vested  in  and  derived  from  the  people  only." 

Based  upon  this  great  principle,  our  political  organization, 
formed  though  it  was  in  the  most  unpropitious  hour  of  a  doubt- 
ful revolution,  has,  under  Divine  superintendence,  been 
sustained  and  preserved  through  almost  an  entire  century,  secur- 
ing to  our  people  the  blessings  of  peace,  and  presenting  at  stated 
periods,  as  prescribed  by  law,  the  spectacle  we  are  allowed  to 
look  upon  to-day.  From  the  inauguration  of  the  government  to 
the  present  time,  one  Chief  Magistrate  after  another  has  quietly 
departed  from  office,  upon  the  expiration  of  his  term,  and  his 
successor  has  been  duly  installed,  without  disturbance  or  com- 
motion, and  with  the  ready  acquiescence  of  a  united  people. 

During  the  same  period  almost  all  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
beyond  the  circle  of  American  States,  possessing  forms  of 
government  similar  to  our  own,  have  been  convulsed  by  internal 
violence  and  discord.  In  many  of  them  revolution  has  rapidly 
succeeded  revolution,  and  war  has  followed  fast  in  the  footsteps 
of  war,  devouring  with  rapacity  the  blood  and  substance  of 
their  distracted  people. 

While  these  obvious  truths  of  history  incline  our  hearts  with 
gratitude  towards  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe,  that  He 
has  so  controlled  the  affairs  of  men  as  to  avert  from  this  people 
the  calamities  that  have  befallen  others,  they  induce  a  pleasing 
contemplation  of  those  principles  of  our  government  that  have 
been  made  the  instruments,  in  the  hands  of  Providence,  of 
effecting  for  us  so  distinguishing  a  happiness. 
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It  is  this  government  of  the  popular  will,  as  ascertained 
through  the  medium  of  the  majority,  that  has  secured  to  us 
this  uninterrupted  peace,  this  unbroken  repose,  with  all  their 
attendant  social  and  domestic  blessings.  Indeed,  it  is  difficult 
to  perceive  how  such  a  government,  so  long  as  the  people  them- 
selves continue  virtuous  and  intelligent,  can  ever  be  shaken  by 
internal  violence. 

Founded  in  natural  reason,  the  will  of  the  majority  commends 
itself  to  the  judgments  of  men,  and  receives  a  united  support, 
by  drawing  after  it,  through  a  conviction  of  its  justice,  the 
quiet  acquiescence  of  the  minority.  There  is  a  moral  force 
derived  from  the  well  ascertained  judgment  of  a  majority  of 
intelligent  freemen,  before  which  no  resistance  of  faction  can 
prove  dangerous,  and  over  which  no  cause  of  rebellion  can  ever 
triumph.  And  it  is  a  case  not  to  be  supposed,  that  an  enlight- 
ened people  would,  at  any  time,  resort  to  the  irregular  means 
of  force  to  effect  a  desired  change  in  government,  when  the 
same  might  be  accomplished  by  peaceful  methods  entirely  at 
their  discretion. 

Well  assured,  then,  are  we  of  the  solid  foundations  upon 
which  rests  our  domestic  tranquility.  And  this  peace  at  home 
is  the  most  reliable  safeguard  against  those  external  dangers 
to  which  nations  are  liable,  since  under  its  gentle  influences 
prosper  most  of  the  great  material  interests  of  the  people  which 
constitute  that  wealth,  in  which  lies  the  strength  of  the  State. 
But  the  superiority  over  others  of  a  government  of  the  majority 
is  not  alone  manifested  by  our  own  successful  example,  or  the 
example  of  these  States  associated  with  us  in  the  American 
Union.  The  common  consent  of  mankind  furnishes  a  testimony 
in  behalf  of  popular  government.  We  occupy  at  the  present  time 
a  stand-point  in  history,  from  which,  looking  back  upon  events 
that  have  passed,  and  around  us  upon  those  that  are  transpiring 
in  the  present,  we  are  enabled  to  measure  the  triumphant  march 
of  democratic  principles  in  every  land,  and  among  every  people 
where  the  lights  of  civilization  have  reached,  dissolving  as  they 
progress  those  mists  that  have  hung  around  the  minds  of  men, 
enchaining  for  long  ages  the  human  intellect  in  the  strong  bonds 
of  prejudice,  and  illustrating  the  beautiful  consistency  of  the 
Creator's  wisdom,  who,  as  He  holds  men  accountable  for  their 
actions,  has  not  denied  them  the  capacity  of  self-government 
and  control. 
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The  just  powers  of  the  people  are  now  being  widely  felt  and 
acknowledged;  and  it  is  plain  to  be  seen  that  the  current  of 
governmental  reforms,  at  least  to  civilized  countries,  is  demo- 
cratic in  its  tendencies;  and  in  all  States  like  our  own,  where 
the  mind  has  freedom  of  action,  and  men  are  left  to  follow  the 
convictions  of  the  judgment,  these  tendencies  are  more  decided 
and  unequivocal  in  their  character. 

Believing  the  democratic  to  be  the  true  theory  of  government, 
I  shall  ever  regard  an  extension  of  its  teachings  amongst  us 
as  a  public  blessing;  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  principles  it 
involves,  I  do  not  fear  its  universal  application;  and  following 
principle,  would  willingly  see  the  popular  will  brought  to  bear 
directly,  and  without  the  intervention  of  agents,  upon  all  ques- 
tions touching  the  practical  operation  of  our  government,  where 
the  same  may  not  be  rendered  impossible  by  the  interposition 
of  merely  physical  causes. 

Entertaining  these  sentiments,  I  can,  with  entire  satisfaction, 
congratulate  you  upon  a  recent  advance  made  in  popular  gov- 
ernment, in  our  own  State.  At  the  late  elections,  the  people  were, 
for  the  first  time,  permitted  to  exercise  the  privilege  of  free  and 
universal  suffrage;  and  certainly  the  result  furnishes  no  cir- 
cumstance calculated  to  create  apprehensions  for  the  welfare 
of  our  political  institutions. 

In  appearing  before  you  to-day,  gentlemen,  to  assume  the 
responsibilities  of  the  high  station  to  which  I  have  been  called, 
I  must  be  indulged  in  an  expression  of  my  profound  gratitude 
towards  my  fellow-citizens  for  the  signal  mark  of  their  confi- 
dence in  selecting  me  to  fill  the  first  office  of  their  gift — a 
compliment  rendered  the  more  flattering  because  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  their  intimate  personal  acquaintance  with  me, 
acquired  through  years  of  public  service  on  my  part  in  an 
important  office,  the  duties  of  which  brought  me  in  almost 
daily  association  with  them.  Distrustful  of  my  own  capacity 
to  discharge  to  their  satisfaction,  the  heavy  duties  appertaining 
to  this  position,  I  shall,  nevertheless,  endeavor  to  make  some 
return  for  their  generous  confidence,  by  maintaining  the  public 
honor  and  advancing  the  public  welfare,  as  far  as  my  ability 
will  admit.  And  I  will  feel  strengthened  and  encouraged  in  the 
discharge  of  duty,  by  a  perfect  assurance,  derived  from  an  inti- 
mate acquaintance  with  the  people  of  North  Carolina,  that 
honesty  of  purpose  and  rectitude  of  intention  in  a  public  officer 
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are  more  prized  by  them  than  exalted  talents,  and  are  the  surest 
passports  to  their  confidence  and  esteem.  I  come,  gentlemen,  to 
the  discharge  of  these  high  duties  at  a  most  interesting  period 
of  our  history. 

In  the  extraordinary  social  progress  that  characterizes  the 
age,  North  Carolina  has  borne  her  part  in  a  manner  gratifying 
to  her  citizens,  who  ever  take  pleasure  in  her  moral  and  physical 
advancement. 

A  well  directed  system  of  public  education,  established  by 
law,  furnishes  primary  schools  in  all  parts  of  our  territory; 
so  that,  at  this  day,  every  child  of  the  State  has  the  means  of 
education  placed  within  its  reach.  Though  the  benevolent  enter- 
prise of  individuals,  schools  and  colleges  for  instruction  in  the 
higher  branches  of  learning  have  been  established  in  almost 
every  county.  The  unfortunate  and  the  afflicted,  too,  have  been 
cared  for;  and  the  institution  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  the 
blind,  and  the  asylum  for  the  insane,  will  prove  enduring 
monuments  of  the  Christian  charity  and  virtuous  wisdom  of 
your  predecessors. 

Our  educational  system  is  but  an  index  to  the  state  of  religion 
and  morals  among  our  people.  We  may,  without  self -exaltation, 
turn  our  thankful  hearts  towards  the  Supreme  Being  that  their 
growth  has  so  signally  prospered  in  our  midst.  We  are  now  in 
the  full  enjoyment  of  the  rich  fruit  of  that  free  and  universal 
religious  toleration  which  forms  a  distinguishing  feature  of 
our  government;  and,  instead  of  the  jarring  of  conflicting  sects, 
we  have  the  harmonious  action  of  all  denominations  of  Chris- 
tians, in  teaching  the  great  truths  of  practical  religion,  and 
introducing  that  moral  training  among  the  people,  which  is  an 
essential  preparation  to  their  exercising  properly  the  functions 
of  self-government. 

The  material  progress  of  the  State  has  been  fully  in  unison 
with  our  intellectual  and  moral  improvement.  North  Carolina 
has  now  within  her  limits  a  line  of  two  thousand  miles  of  safe 
inland  navigation,  adapted  to  the  uses  of  either  steam  or  sailing 
vessels,  which,  with  six  hundred  miles  of  railway,  in  actual 
operation,  affords  convenient  market  facilities  to  three-fourths 
of  her  population,  spread  over  two-thirds  of  her  territory.  Other 
public  enterprizes,  embracing  in  their  design  the  entire  State, 
are  now  in  successful  progress.  And  after  all  the  expenditures 
from  the  public  treasury,  necessary  to  the  accomplishment  of 
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those  objects,  it  is  a  fact,  as  gratifying  as  it  is  true,  that  there 
exists  amongst  us,  to-day,  more  individual  and  public  wealth  than 
at  any  former  period. 

Upon  all  whom  the  people  have  entrusted  with  power,  devolves 
the  responsibility  of  fostering  and  protecting  these,  the  most 
vital  interests  of  the  State.  Happily  for  the  public  welfare,  upon 
yourselves,  with  whom  is  all  legislative  power,  this  burthen 
principally  rests — nowhere  can  the  great  interests  of  the  State 
be  so  safely  reposed  as  with  the  representatives  of  the  people. 

Whenever  executive  action  may  be  proper  in  connection  with 
these,  or  any  of  the  varied  interests  of  the  State,  it  shall  be 
directed  with  an  object  single  to  the  public  good,  and  according 
to  those  principles  already  announced  by  me  to  the  people  upon 
various  occasions. 

I  indulge  an  entire  confidence  that  any  efforts  of  mine  to  add 
to  the  efficiency  and  increase  the  usefulness  of  our  system  of 
public  education  will  be  sustained  by  the  cordial  and  unanimous 
approval  of  our  people;  so  deeply  are  they  impressed  with  the 
benefits  we  derive  from  it.  Upon  this  subject  there  is  but  one 
wish,  and  one  desire. 

Upon  the  subject  of  internal  improvements  there  exists  some 
diversity  of  public  sentiment;  which  fact  is  well  calculated  to 
give  rise  to  the  expectation,  that  I  will  make  known  upon  this 
occasion,  the  views  that  I  entertain  relative  to  a  further  prosecu- 
tion of  our  public  works.  It  is  upon  questions  where  the  people 
are  divided  in  opinion,  above  all  others,  that  they  have  reason 
to  expect  an  unreserved  avowal  of  the  sentiments  entertained 
by  the  public  servants.  I  shall  endeavor  to  acquit  myself  of  this 
duty,  with  a  directness  and  explicitness  becoming  this  solemn 
occasion,  and  the  important  question  under  consideration. 

The  views  which  I  recently  expressed  relative  to  these  enter- 
prises, upon  frequent  occasions,  to  the  public,  were  such  as  had 
been  maturely  considered,  after  due  reflection  upon  the  wants 
of  the  State,  and  our  ability  to  construct  such  works  as  are  in- 
dispensable to  a  development  of  our  natural  resources;  and 
after  a  careful  review  of  them,  I  have  no  reason  now  to  offer 
for  their  modification. 

Much  has  been  done  towards  the  physical  development  of  the 
State,  some  of  our  chief  sources  of  wealth  have  not  yet  been 
reached.  It  may  admit  of  doubt  whether  the  iron  interest,  for 
example,  capable  as  it  certainly  is  of  expansion,  is  in  a  more 
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flourishing  condition  now  than  when  the  foundries  of  Lincoln 
forged  cannon  ball  that  were  employed  in  the  battles  of  the 
revolution ;  while  our  measures  of  mineral  coal,  a  leading  article 
in  the  world's  commerce,  have  only  been  sufficiently  explored  to 
manifest  our  neglected  riches.  An  agricultural  region,  too,  of 
undoubted  capabilities,  and  embracing,  perhaps,  a  fourth  part 
of  our  territory,  has  thus  far  made  but  limited  progress,  because 
of  its  exclusion  from  the  markets  of  the  world. 

Due  reflection  upon  facts  like  these,  can  leave  but  little  doubt 
of  the  policy  which  our  true  interests  dictate.  A  great  work 
has  been  more  than  half  accomplished — a  vast  enterprise,  wisely 
projected  with  a  view  to  a  system  of  our  own,  has,  after  years 
of  toil,  and  the  expenditure  of  several  millions  of  money,  been 
forwarded  well  nigh  to  completion;  and  the  citizens  of  this 
generation  are  called  upon  to  perform  their  share  of  this  labor, 
in  which  is  centered  the  most  cherished  hopes  of  the  State,  and 
for  which  we  will  have  our  chief  claim  upon  millions  that  will 
come  after  us,  for  their  gratitude  and  thanks. 

The  stern  requirements  of  a  progressive  civilization  impel 
us  to  prosecute  steadily  enterprises  like  these,  which  are  but 
such  as  have  been  accomplished  by  other  enlightened  States, 
and  at  this  day  are  regarded  as  essential  to  the  social  advance- 
ment of  a  people.  Standing,  as  we  do,  full  in  the  noon-day  sun 
of  the  civilization  of  the  nineteenth  century,  we  cannot,  con- 
sistently with  the  dignity  of  our  own  high  position,  abandon 
works  such  as  have  received  the  approval  of  intelligent  men  in 
all  countries,  and  which  stand  forth  as  the  self-evident  agents  in 
effecting  the  most  wonderful  progress  in  the  moral,  social,  and 
political  condition  of  nations  that,  at  any  time,  marks  the  history 
of  the  world. 

And  yet,  I  would  not  counsel  an  incautious  expenditure  of  the 
public  money,  by  embarking  in  new  enterprises  "not  urgently 
called  for"  by  the  necessities  of  the  public.  Indeed,  upon  the 
practice  of  a  rigid  economy  in  all  appropriations  for  public  pui> 
poses,  more  than  upon  any  one  circumstance,  depends  the  suc- 
cessful prosecution  of  works  already  commenced. 

A  careful  consideration  of  the  subject,  confirms  me  in  the 
belief  that,  by  the  observance  of  a  prudent  economy,  our  public 
works  may  be  gradually  prosecuted  to  completion,  without  either 
embarrassing  the  public  treasury  or  materially  increasing  the 
burdens  of  taxation. 
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A  more  detailed  treatment  of  this  subject  would  be  incom- 
patible with  the  general  remarks  which  I  propose  to  employ  upon 
this  occasion.  Specific  recommendations  will  be  reserved  for  a 
more  appropriate  time. 

Upon  a  subject  enlisting  the  hopes  of  so  many  thousands  of 
our  people,  and  in  which  is  involved  the  material  progress  of 
the  State,  may  not  the  expectation  be  entertained  that  a  con- 
ciliatory policy  will  be  adopted,  which  will  command  the 
approbation  of  our  citizens  generally?  There  is  a  peculiar  pro- 
priety in  harmonizing  the  opinions  of  the  public  upon  this 
question,  since  our  system  of  improvements  is  designed  to 
obliterate  sectional  distinctions,  and  produce  a  unity  of  interest 
and  feeling  among  the  people.  A  compromise  policy,  upon  a  fixed 
and  medium  ground,  would  infuse  vigor  into  the  prosecution  of 
these  enterprises,  by  the  confidence  which  its  moderation  and 
permanency  would  inspire;  removing  them  at  once  from  the 
arena  of  party  politics,  and  placing  them  above  mere  sectional 
jealousies  and  the  machinations  of  political  factions. 

In  commending  a  punctilious  observance  of  all  the  public  en- 
gagements, I  know  I  but  utter  a  sentiment  that  animates  every 
bosom  within  the  wide  domain  of  our  State.  A  violation  of  faith, 
under  any  circumstances,  is  among  the  most  melancholy  instances 
of  human  infirmity ;  and,  in  the  case  of  a  State,  where  the  public 
honor  has  been  accepted  as  a  bond,  it  becomes  a  crime  without 
mitigation. 

First  among  the  rich  inheritances  for  which  we  are  indebted 
to  a  virtuous  ancestry,  are  those  just  and  honorable  sentiments 
planted  deeply  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  our  people,  which  hold 
in  abhorrence  the  very  idea  of  a  breach  of  the  public  faith. 

That  this  inheritance  may  pass  unimpaired  to  posterity,  I  am 
convinced,  will  ever  be  an  object  of  solicitude  with  the  Legisla- 
ture. Representing,  as  you  do,  the  sentiments  of  the  people  upon 
this  subject,  is  a  sure  guaranty  that  ample  provision  will  be  made 
to  meet  with  promptness  and  regularity  the  interest  accruing 
upon  the  debt  of  the  State;  and  that  the  sinking  fund,  created 
for  the  liquidation  of  the  principal  upon  maturity,  will  be  care- 
fully protected  and  cherished. 

It  is  perhaps  proper  that  I  should  make  some  reference,  upon 
this  occasion,  to  the  condition  of  our  State  as  a  member  of  the 
Federal  Union;  and  to  the  relations  she  sustains  towards  her 
associates  in  the  Confederacy. 


210         N.  C.  Department  of  Archives  and  History 

It  is  a  fact,  much  to  be  deplored,  that  the  same  tranquility  and 
repose  which  have  so  constantly  attended  our  domestic  concerns, 
and  under  which  our  varied  interests  have  strengthened  and 
grown,  have  not  so  uniformly  characterized  our  association 
among  the  States  of  the  Union.  Aggressions  upon  our  political 
rights  and  private  interests,  in  common  with  those  of  the  other 
Southern  States,  by  a  class  of  our  fellow-citizens  residing  in 
the  northern  portion  of  the  Confederacy,  have  given  rise  to 
complaints  that  are  well  known  to  all,  and  engendered  animos- 
ities destructive  of  that  mutual  friendship,  which  should  ever 
characterize  so  intimate  a  relation.  Indeed,  so  determined  and 
persistent  have  been  these  aggressions,  that  the  extreme  remedy 
of  a  disruption  of  the  Union  has  become  to  be  frequently  sug- 
gested and  familiarly  discussed. 

Grievous  as  are  these  causes  of  discontent,  we  are  not  pre- 
pared for  the  acknowledgment  that  we  cannot  enjoy  all  of  our 
constitutional  rights  in  the  Union.  Should  that  day  unfortunately 
come,  but  little  doubt  need  be  entertained  that  our  people  will 
acts  as  best  comports  with  their  interests  and  honor,  and  with 
the  sacred  memories  of  the  past,  to  whatever  result  it  may  lead. 

In  the  meantime,  our  bearing  in  the  Confederacy  should  be 
in  accordance  with  the  consistent  and  dignified  character  of  the 
State,  and  such  as  becomes  a  just  and  Christian  people — culti- 
vating amicable  relations  with  our  associate  States,  and  recip- 
rocating offices  of  a  kind  and  neighborly  friendship,  at  the  same 
time  that  we  manifest  a  jealous  regard  for  our  own  political 
rights,  forbearing  towards  those  with  whom  we  are  associated 
in  the  most  elevated  pursuits  that  can  engage  the  attention  of 
men,  yet  firm  in  the  maintenance  of  that  equality  without  which 
any  association  would  be  a  living  badge  of  shame;  tolerant  in 
others  of  those  differences  of  opinion  which  result  from  educa- 
tion, association,  climate,  soil,  and  the  many  causes  which  tend 
to  influence  character  in  its  formation,  yet  yielding  nothing  of 
the  convictions  of  our  own  judgment;  abstaining  from  hasty 
and  intemperate  threats,  as  inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of  a 
sovereign  State,  yet  not  slow  to  protest,  firmly  and  deliberately, 
against  impending  injuries;  always  deliberating  considerately 
and  discreetly,  resolving  with  decision,  and  executing  those 
resolves  with  certainty,  boldness,  vigor  and  courage.  Such  a 
course  will,  at  least,  gain  us  the  high  reward  of  our  own  self- 
respect,  and  may  tend  to  induce  a  returning  sense  of  justice  on 
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the  part  of  such  as  are  disposed  to  infringe  our  rights;  failing 
in  which,  however,  it  will  fortify  us  before  men  in  whatever 
position  we  may  think  proper  to  occupy  in  the  events  that  may 
follow. 

It  would  subserve  no  useful  purpose  to  make  more  particular 
reference  at  this  time  to  the  unhappy  dissensions  that  exist 
between  the  two  classes  of  slaveholding  and  non-slaveholding 
States,  or  to  speculate  upon  the  disastrous  consequences  to  which 
they  may  lead.  At  no  time  an  agreeable  service,  I  would  especially 
refrain  from  obtruding  them  upon  your  reflections,  this  day.  We 
enter,  to-day,  upon  a  new  year  in  our  brilliant  career  of  self- 
government,  and  Americans,  everywhere,  may  well  devote  it  to 
feliciting  each  other  upon  the  many  happy  circumstances  that 
surround  our  condition. 

And,  out  of  sacred  memories  of  past  sufferings  and  toils  in 
a  common  cause,  a  contemplation  of  present  splendid  power  and 
grandeur  as  a  nation,  and  expectations  of  the  triumph  that  yet 
await  this  great  republic — sentiments  that  must  fill  the  minds 
and  breasts  of  all  Americans  on  this  national  festive  day — there 
naturally  arise  hopeful  anticipations  of  the  permanence  and  dur- 
ability of  our  political  system. 

The  patriotic  emotions  which  this  day  excites,  are  calculated 
to  bring  to  mind  another,  memorable  in  the  history  of  the 
country;  a  day  now  fifty-seven  years  past,  when  Mr.  Jefferson,1 
upon  a  great  occasion,  stood  before  his  assembled  countrymen, 
and  declared  with  solemn  emphasis :  "I  believe  this  the  strongest 
government  on  earth."  His  prophetic  wisdom,  which  has  so  often 
proved  a  beacon  light  to  the  people  of  this  country,  guiding  them 
in  times  of  imminent  peril  to  a  secure  haven,  is  well  calculated 
to  inspire  us  with  encouragement  and  hope  in  our  present 
embarrassment. 

There  is  a  strong  common  sense  among  the  American  people 
which  is  not  quick  to  desert  them,  and  which  triumphs  over 
obstacles  and  solves  intricate  political  questions  that  perplex  the 
mere  theorist  in  governmental  science.  Upon  this  good  sense, 
under  Heaven,  may  we  not  securely  rely  for  the  preservation 
of  our  present  happy  political  organization,  dispensing  to  a 
remote  posterity  the  same  blessings  we  have  enjoyed  under  it, 
and  fulfilling  that  high  destiny  among  men  which  Heaven  has 
ordained  it? 


Thomas  Jefferson. 
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I  will  now,  gentlemen,  in  obedience  to  the  constitution,  sub- 
scribe in  your  presence,  the  oaths  of  office,  relying  upon  an 
Infinite  Power  for  wisdom  and  strength  to  enable  me  to  dis- 
charge properly  the  solemn  obligations  they  impose;  and,  for  a 
benignant  judgment  of  my  offical  action,  trusting  to  the  indul- 
gence of  a  generous  people. 


John  W.  Ellis  to  David  S.  Reid.  A-Reid 

Raleigh,  Jan.  1st  1859. 

Upon  my  arrival  in  Raleigh,  I  found  awaiting  me  your  kind 
favor  of  the  18th  ult.  with  a  copy  of  your  first  inaugural  address, 
for  both  of  which  please  accept  my  thanks. 

The  result  of  our  Senatorial  election,  was,  I  confess,  a  little 
unexpected  to  me,  although  I  was  fully  aware  of  the  Combination 
of  circumstances  to  which  you  refer.  I  did  not  at  anytime  consider 
Mr  Clingman2  and  yourself  in  conflict,  nor  did  I  conceive  that 
the  places  of  your  residences — 200  miles  apart — formed  any 
valid  reasons  against  the  election  of  both  of  you.  This,  it  is  true, 
was  used  as  an  argument  against  you,  but  your  close  observation 
could  not  fail  to  discover  the  true  cause  of  your  defeat  and  the 
authors  thereof.  These  causes  have  been  at  work  for  the  past 
twelve  months,  as  I  know,  and  I  was  most  anxious  to  have  a 
free  conversation  with  you  on  the  Subject  when  we  met  at 
Raleigh  in  Oct.  There  was  a  sort  of  prevailing  notion  that  con- 
fidential terms  existed  between  yourself  and  a  certain  other 
gentleman  and  I  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  step  between.  I  felt 
a  peculiar  delicacy  in  doing  so  in  consequence  of  some  of  the 
political  events  of  which  you  are  fully  aware.  As  it  is,  I  regret 
now  that  I  did  not  converse  unreservedly  with  you  on  the  subject: 
it  would  have  at  least  forearmed  you. 

The  people  were  certainly  for  you.  In  my  own  County  of 
Rowan,  there  would  not  have  been  a  dissenting  voice  to  your 
election  among  the  people, — and  I  have  reason  to  think  that 
this  feeling  was  general. 

You  take  with  you  from  the  Senate,  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
the  public  generally  and  it  ought  to  be  a  consolation  to  you  to 
know  that  no  one  of  your  acts  has  impaired,  in  the  least,  the  con- 


2Thomas  L.  Clingman. 
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fidence  your  friends  had  in  you,  either  as  a  Statesman  or  an 
individual.  Few  men  in  this  country  have  retained  so  large  a 
Share  of  public  confidence  after  so  long  a  service  in  distinguished 
positions.  It  is  true  as  you  say,  and  creditable,  as  it  is  true,  that 
you  never  "Supplanted  a  political  friend."  No  Sir,  your  laurels 
were  well  earned,  in  hard  fought  fields,  and  were  the  results  of 
brilliant  victories  over  the  enemies  of  democracy.  These  are  facts 
too,  that  the  people  do  not  readily  forget. 

There  is  nothing  new  here.  The  day  passed  off  well.  Our  party 
here  work  together,  but  there  has  been  an  undermining  of 
confidence  in  several  quarters,  and  trouble  is  to  be  feared. 

I  thank  you  most  sincerely  for  your  kind  wishes  in  behalf  of 
Mrs  Ellis3  &  myself :  and  be  assured  that  I  most  cordially  recip- 
rocate them.  In  whatever  position  you  may  be,  in  the  future,  you 
may  ever  be  assured  of  my  wishes  for  your  happiness  and 
prosperity. 

Before  concluding,  I  must  ask  that  you  will  lend  me  your 
advice  from  time  to  time,  during  my  Stay  in  office.  Your  exper- 
ience in  the  duties  of  the  office  I  now  hold  as  well  as  your 
acquaintance  with  public  affairs  generally  will  enable  you  to 
render  a  service  to  the  State  in  this  respect.  And  I  will  esteem 
it  a  special  favor  if  you  will,  without  reserve,  communicate  your 
views  to  me  upon  the  various  public  questions  with  which  I  may 
have  to  deal,  as  you  may  have  leisure. 

We  are  all  at  a  Standstill  here  relative  to  Judge  Douglas.4 
His  personal  friends  are  anxious  for  him  to  place  himself  in  line 
again  as  soon  as  practicable. 


Lucius  S.  Bingham5  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Concord  Jany.  4th  1859. 

Some  two  weeks  since  Capt.  Nelson  Slough6  wrote  to  Governor 
Bragg,7  asking  commissions  for  the  officers  of  the  "Cabarrus 


3Mary  McK.  Daves  Ellis. 
4Stephen  A.  Douglas. 


5Lucius  S.  Bingham,  from  Cabarrus  County,  Second  Lieutenant  in  Com- 
pany A,  Twentieth  Regiment,  North  Carolina  Infantry.  Moore,  Roster  of 
North  Carolina  Troops,  II,  144. 

6Nelson  Slough,  native  of  Cabarrus  County,  First  Lieutenant  in  the 
Mexican  War,  1847-1848;  Lieutenant  Colonel,  Twentieth  Regiment,  North 
Carolina  Infantry.  Moore,  Roster  of  North  Carolina  Troops,  II,  143. 

7Thomas  Bragg. 
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Guards,"  a  military — infantry — company  recently  organized  in 
this  place,  from  whom  he  has  received  no  reply. 

It  is  important  to  the  company,  that  its  officers  should  be 
commissioned  soon,  as  no  discipline  can  be  enforced  until  that 
is  done. 

Capt.  Slough  requests  me  to  ask  you  to  do  us  the  favor  of 
commissioning  the  following  officers,  at  your  earliest  conven- 
ience, to  wit: 

Nelson  Slough  Capt. 

Chas.  F.  Harris8  1st  Lieutenant 

Jno.  C.  Young9      2d     do. 

L.  S.  Bingham      3d     do. 

Jas.  C.  Cannon10  4th     do. 

J.  C.  H.  Burkhead11  Ensign. 

In  answering  our  request  your  Excellency  will  oblige  the 
"Guards,"  &  bring  them  under  obligations  to  you  &  the  good 
old  state  you  govern  should  their  services  ever  be  required. 

Henry  K.  Craig12  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.L.B. 

Ordnance  Office,  Washington :  Jan  21,  1859. 

In  order  that  arrangements  may  be  made  to  answer  the  calls 
of  the  States  and  Territories  for  arms  to  be  issued  during  this 
year,  under  the  Laws  for  arming  and  equipping  the  militia,  you 
are  respectfully  requested  to  inform  this  office,  what  description 
of  arms  will  be  required  by  the  State  for  the  year  1859. 


8Charles  F.  Harris,  from  Cabarrus  County,  Captain,  Company  A, 
Twentieth  Regiment,  North  Carolina  Infantry.  Moore,  Roster  of  North 
Carolina  Troops,  II,  144. 

9John  C.  Young,  from  Cabarrus  County,  First  Lieutenant,  Company  A, 
Twentieth  Regiment,  North  Carolina  Infantry.  Moore,  Roster  of  North 
Carolina  Troops,  II,  144. 

10James  C.  Cannon,  from  Cabarrus  County,  Captain,  Company  D,  Fifty- 
Seventh  Regiment,  North  Carolina  Infantry.  Walter  Clark  (ed.),  Histories 
of  the  Several  Regiments  and  Battalions  from  North  Carolina  in  the 
Great  War,  1861-65  (Raleigh  and  Goldsboro:  State  of  North  Carolina,  5 
volumes,  1901),  III,  405,  hereinafter  cited  as  Clark,  North  Carolina 
Regiments. 

"J.  C.  H.  Burkhead,  in  partnership  with  T.  J.  Meroney  of  Salisbury  in 
a  general  grocery  and  variety  store  for  about  three  years  (1850-1853). 
Rumple,  The  Rowan  Story,  332. 

"Henry  Knox  Craig  (?-1869),  Colonel  in  the  United  States  Army,  Chief 
of  Ordnance,  1851-1861;  retired  June,  1863.  Francis  B.  Heitman,  Historical 
Register  and  Dictionary  of  the  United  States  Army,  From  Its  Organization, 
September  29,  1789,  To  March  2,  1903  (Washington,  D.C.:  Government 
Printing  Office,  2  volumes  1903),  I,  333,  hereinafter  cited  as  Heitman, 
U.  S.  Army  Register. 
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The  quota  assigned  to  the  State  for  the  year  amounts  to  455 
muskets;  to  which  being  added  639  9/13  muskets  balance  due 
on  former  quotas,  there  are  now  due  1,094  9/13  muskets. 

The  States  and  Territories  are  credited  with  their  annual 
quotas  in  terms  of  muskets.  If  other  description  of  small  arms 
or  field  artillery  are  required,  they  are  charged  at  their  cost, 
by  their  equivalent  in  muskets  as  per  accompanying  document. 

Requisitions  for  arms  should  be  transmitted  direct  to  this 
office,  and  should  state  particularly  whether  the  appropriate 
accoutrements,  harness  &c,  will  be  required  with  the  kind  of 
arms  that  may  be  designated,  and  also  the  place  where,  and  the 
person  to  whom,  they  are  to  be  delivered. 

No  other  arms  or  equipments  will  be  issued  but  those  of  the 
patterns  adopted  for  the  U.S.  troops. 

By  the  existing  regulations  the  arms  will  be  delivered  at  any 
place  within  the  State  situated  upon  navigable  waters,  or  other- 
wise easily  accessible,  which  may  be  designated  by  the  Governor 
or  other  authorized  officer  of  the  State. 

The  United  States,  however,  cannot  incur  any  extraordinary 
expense  for  transporting  the  arms  to  the  interior  by  Land. 


Charles  J.  Foxls  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Charlotte  No  C 
Feby  1st.  1859. 

From  Mr  Yates14  I  reed  your  enquiry  in  relation  to  the  arms 
which  we  would  need  in  our  School,  and  immediately  wrote  to 
Maj  Hill15  requesting  him  to  give  me  a  list  of  the  Same.  To  day 
I  reed  his  reply  with  the  following.  Viz 

200  Stand  of  Arms  of  the  Burnside  pattern  if  they  can  be 


"Charles  J.  Fox,  a  doctor  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  North  Carolina 
Military  Institute  in  Charlotte,  1858.  Probably  the  C.  J.  Fox  referred  to 
in  letter  of  February  14,  1848.  Hal  Bridges,  Lee's  Maverick  General: 
Daniel  Harvey  Hill,  (New  York:  McGraw-Hill  Book  Company,  Inc.,  1961), 
27. 

"Probably  William  J.  Yates  of  Charlotte. 

^Daniel  Harvey  Hill  (1821-1889),  graduate  of  West  Point,  1842;  Pro- 
fessor of  Mathematics  at  Washington  College,  1849-1854,  at  Davidson 
College,  1854-1859;  Superintendent  of  the  North  Carolina  Military  Insti- 
tute, 1859-1861;  Colonel  of  the  First  North  Carolina  Infantry  in  the 
Confederate  service,  appointed  Brigadier  General  July  10,  1861,  Major 
General  March  26,  1862,  Lieutenant  General  July  11,  1863.  Warner, 
Generals  In  Gray,  136-137. 
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obtained  if  not  the  newest  percussion  pattern,  and  he  also  request 
if  we  can  get  them  Six  field  pieces  of  bronze  cannon  with  per- 
cussion locks  viz  Two  12  pounders,  two  Six  (6)  pounders  &  two 
12  pound  howitzers.  We  are  progressing  rapidly  with  our  build- 
ings and  we  have  the  encouragement  to  believe  that  our  School 
will  be  full  from  the  beginning.  We  thank  you  for  your  attention 
in  relation  to  the  Arms  and  hope  that  upon  your  next  election 
we  will  be  able  to  celebrate  your  success  with  Military  honors. 
Be  pleased  to  present  my  kindest  regards  to  Mrs  Ellis,  and 
also  to  Miss  Nannie  &  Miss  Post 


Calvin  J.  Webb™  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Rutherfordton  N.C. 
Feby  9th  1859 

I  have  been  in  command  of  the  10th  Brigade  N.C.  Militia, 
for  three  years, — have  exercised  the  duties  as  promptly  as 
circumstances  would  permit;  I  see  however  that  there  are 
neglects  upon  the  part  of  others  also ;  If  I  am  correctly  informed 
there  is  no  Major  General  for  the  5th  Division.  The  office  has 
been  vacated  for  three  years,  by  the  removal  of  Gen  Miller17 
from  his  Division.  I  am  informed  also  that  the  15th  Brigade 
has  no  Brig  General;  that  I  am  now  the  only  acting  gen  in  the 
Division.  I  hope  these  neglects  will  be  seened  &  remedied  by 
some  authority. 

I  believe  the  law  says  that  all  resignations  of  Brig  Gen's  shall 
be  made  to  the  Major  Gen  &  by  him  made  known  to  the  Governor. 
Now  the  object  of  this  letter,  more  particularly  is  to  know,  to 
whom  is  it  my  duty  to  resign?  No  Major  Gen,  no  Election  ordered 
for  the  same, — officers  rushing  to  resign  as  well  as  make  their 
reports,  but  to  whom?  I  do  think  there  is  a  neglect  somewhere 
that  ought  to  be  attended  to.  I  have  written  up-on  this  and  other 
subjects  to  the  Adjutant  Gen,18  but  have  received  no  answer. 
I  believe  the  law  says  that  all  Colonels  shall  receive  blank  forms 


"Calvin  J.  Webb,  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Rutherford 
County,  1850-1852.  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  799. 

"Probably  T.  R.  Miller. 

"Richard  C.  Cotten,  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Chatham 
County,  1816-1818,  1822,  1824,  1833-1836,  1850-1856;  Adjutant  General, 
1857-1860.  Historical  Annual  of  the  N.C.  National  Guard,  6;  Connor, 
Manual,  1913,  550-552. 
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on  which  they  make  to  the  Brig  &  Maj  Gens  their  Annual  re- 
ports: this  duty  has  been  neglected  for  two  years  &  I  believe 
that  this  neglect  is  the  prime  reason  why  Commandants  of 
Regiments  have  neglected  to  make  reports  &  full  reports  to 
diferant  officers  as  required  by  Act  of  Assembly.  The  officer  in 
the  militia  is  troublesome.  A  part  of  the  officers  doing  their  duty 
&  complaining  to  their  Superiors  because  the  others  neglect 
theirs.  I  have  been  conversed  with  &  written  so  often  upon  these 
questions  that  I  was  actuated  to  write  you.  I  would  have  written 
more  upon  these  as  well  as  other  points,  but  knowing  it  is  near 
the  time  for  the  Adjournment  &  knowing  that  all  public  officers 
become  weared  &  fatigued  about  the  winding  up  of  the  session 
&  like  to  take  som  recreation;  I  close. 

David  S.  Reid  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Washington  City,  D.C. 
February  12,  1859. 

This  morning  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Senator  from 
Rockingham,  Mr.  Boyd19  urging  me  to  accept  an  appointment  in 
the  Commission  to  run  the  Boundary  line  between  the  states 
of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia.  I  have  just  answered  that 
letter,  and  perhaps  it  is  due  alike  to  you  and  myself  that  I  should 
state  to  you  also  the  communication  I  made  to  him.  It  was  as 
follows : — 

I  to-day  received  your  letter  of  the  9  instant,  informing  me  that  Governor 
Ellis  had  expressed  a  desire  to  associate  me  in  the  Commission  to  run 
the  Boundary  line  between  North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  and  you  add  your 
own  request  that  I  should  accept  the  appointment. 

Honor  and  profit  have  never  had  much  influence  with  me  in  determining 
upon  the  acceptance  of  public  station.  A  sense  of  duty  has  always  gov- 
erned me.  The  place  you  mention  is  sufficiently  honorable  and  remunerative. 

I  may  moreover  add  that  there  is  no  personal  or  political  consideration 
to  forbid  my  acceptance  of  an  appointment  under  the  present  Executive  of 
our  state,  but  upon  the  contrary  I  would,  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
make  any  reasonable  sacrifice  to  accomodate  his  wishes,  or  to  promote  the 
success  of  his  administration  which  I  expect  most  cordially  to  support. — 
There  is  therefore  no  reason  to  refuse  acceptance  on  these  grounds. 

I  am  however  compelled  to  decline  the  appointment  for  reasons  which 
are  at  least  satisfactory  to  my  own  mind.  One  of  these  is  the  fact  that  my 


19George  D.  Boyd  (1797-1886),  planter;  member  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons from  Rockinjrham  Countv,  1840;  member  of  the  State  Senate,  1842- 
1846,  1852-1858.  Ashe,  Biographical  History,  VII,  45-48. 
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arrangements  will  not  allow  me  time  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  position. 
The  tender  of  the  appointment,  unsought,  and  wholly  unexpected  as  it 
was  by  me,  is  the  more  appreciated  on  that  account. 

The  House  has  to-day  passed  the  Bill  for  the  admission  of 
Oregon,  and  it  only  remains  to  be  ratified  by  the  President  to 
add  another  state  to  the  Union. 


Henry  K.  Craig  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Ordnance  Office, 
Washington,  Feby  lUy  1S59. 

In  order  that  arrangements  may  be  made  to  answer  the  calls 
of  the  States  and  Territories  for  arms  to  be  issued  during  this 
year  under  the  laws  for  arming  and  equipping  the  militia,  you 
are  respectfully  requested  to  inform  this  office  what  description 
of  arms  will  be  required  by  the  State20  for  the  year  1859 

The  quota  assigned  to  the  State  for  this  year  amounts  to  435 
muskets  to  which  being  added  639  9/13  muskets,  due  on  former 
quotas,  there  are  now  due  1,094-  9/13  muskets. 

The  States  and  Territories  are  credited  with  their  annual 
quotas  in  terms  of  muskets.  If  other  descriptions  of  small  arms 
or  field  artillery  are  required,  they  are  charged  at  their  cost  by 
their  equivalent  in  muskets,  as  per  accompanying  statement. 

Requisitions  for  arms  should  be  transmitted  direct  to  this 
office,  and  should  state  particularly  whether  the  appropriate 
accoutrement,  harness,  &c,  will  be  required,  with  the  kind  of 
arms  that  may  be  designated,  and  also  the  place  where  and  the 
person  to  whom  they  are  to  be  delivered. 

No  other  arms  or  equipments  will  be  issued  but  those  specified 
in  the  annexed  statement. 

By  the  existing  regulations  the  arms  will  be  delivered  at  any 
place  within  the  State  situated  upon  navigable  waters,  or  other- 
wise easily  accessible,  which  may  be  designated  by  the  governor 
or  other  authorized  officer  of  the  State. 

The  United  States  cannot,  however,  incur  any  extraordinary 
expense  for  transporting  arms  to  the  interior  by  land. 

P.S.   This  takes  the  place  of  the  Circular  of  21  ult. 


20This  is   a   form  letter.   Those  words  in  italics  were  filled   in   and  the 
letter  signed  by  Colonel  Craig. 
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John  W.  Ellis  to  Henry  K.  Craig.  G.L.B. 

Executive  Office, 
Raleigh:  Feb.  15th/59. 

The  following  is  a  description  of  arms  &c,  which  I  desire 
for  North  Carolina,  for  the  ensuing  year. 

2  six  pounder  guns  with  implements  &c. 

2  12-pounder  bronze  Howitzers. 

1  six  pounder      "      Gun 

100  muskets  of  the  Burnside  pattern  if  they  can  be  had — other- 
wise such  as  are  below  described. 

100  sets  of  Infantry  accoutrements. 

100  Non  Commissioned  officers  swords. 

50  Sharps  Carbines. 

160  sets  of  accoutred  for  long  range  rifles. 

10  musicians  swords. 

All  of  the  balance  of  arms  to  which  this  State  is  entitled  I 
wish  of  long  range  rifles — latest  improvements  &  fixtures  and 
accoutrements  to  suit. 

You  will  have  the  above  arms  forwarded  to  Jas.  E.  Morris21 
Keeper  of  public  arms  for  N  C.  at  Newbern  N.C.  Label  the 
boxes  in  such  a  way  that  we  may  know  what  each  one  contains 
as  they  can  be  more  readily  forwarded  to  the  interior 

John  W.  Ellis  to  David  S.  Reid.  A-Reid. 

Executive  Office,  Raleigh  Feb.  15th  1859. 

Your  favor  of  the  12th  inst.  is  at  hand  for  which  please  accept 
my  thanks.  Your  views  in  relation  to  the  proposed  appointment 
of  Commissioner  to  superintend  the  Survey  of  the  boundary  line 
between  this  State  and  Virginia  are  deeply  appreciated  by  me,  at 
the  same  time  I  regret  the  necessity  that  compells  your 
declining  it. 

It  is  perhaps  proper  that  I  should  add  a  few  words  of  ex- 
planation in  relation  to  the  matter.  Judge  Ruffin,22  Col.  Boyd23 


21  James  E.  Morris,  Constable  in  New  Bern;  Keeper  of  the  Public  Arms 
at  New  Bern.  Seventh  Census  of  the  United  States,  1850,  Craven  County 
219.  Keeper  of  the  Public  Arms  at  New  Bern.  This  information  from  the 
above  letter. 

22Thomas  Ruffin. 

23George  D.  Boyd. 


220         N.  C.  Department  of  Archives  and  History 

&  myself  have  had  frequent  conversations  on  the  Subject  and 
have  all  agreed  that  the  duty  is  a  most  delicate  and  responsible 
one,  as  we,  perhaps,  might  lose  a  portion  of  our  territory.  Hence 
the  necessity  of  a  capable  Commissioner.  Judge  R.  would  not 
have  been  averse  to  accepting  the  appointment  himself,  had  his 
judicial  duties  allowed  him  the  time;  and  he  was  most  urgent 
in  having  a  gentleman  appointed  in  whom  the  public  would  have 
full  confidence.  Under  these  circumstances  your  name  suggested 
itself  to  Col.  B.  &  myself.  At  the  same  time  I  Stated  to  him  that  it 
would  not  be  just  towards  you  to  publish  a  formal  appointment 
before  consulting  you,  lest  some  private  matter  might  prevent 
your  acceptance,  and  that  your  declining  might  be  misconstrued 
by  some,  especially  our  opponents.  Whereupon,  at  my  instance 
Col.  B.  wrote  you  on  the  subject. 

I  have  had  a  number  of  applications  for  the  appointment,  but 
none  such  as  I  fully  approve,  and  it  may  be  that  I  may  be  com- 
pelled to  accept  one  that  is  not  in  all  respects  such  as  I 
would  wish. 

Our  Legislature  is  still  in  Session — it  will  probably  adjourn 
by  the  19th.  Nothing  of  any  particular  importance  has  been  done, 
excepting  perhaps  the  revenue  act.  This  bill  will  become  law  & 
will  raise  some  175  thousand  dols.  of  revenue  in  addition  to 
the  present. 

The  opposition  have  been  active  in  their  party  schemes  and 
think  they  have  made  a  strong  record  against  us.  Our  party 
organization  is  none  of  the  best.  Some  of  the  new  comers  are 
a  little  restive  &  shew  that  they  do  not  understand  over  well  the 
thing  called  democracy. 

We  are  all  rejoicing  here  at  the  admission  of  Oregon. 

John  W.  Ellis  to  James  E.  Morris.  G.L.B. 

Executive  Office,  Raleigh 
Feb.  18th,/59. 

Have  50  muskets  of  the  lightest  make  packed  and  directed  to 
Daniel  H.  Christie,24  Henderson  Franklin  Co.  N.C.,  and  advise 
me  of  the  fact. 

Don't  send  them  off  to  him  till  further  orders. 


24Daniel  H.  Christie  (1833-1863),  from  Granville  County;  established 
the  Henderson  Military  Institute,  1859;  Colonel,  Twenty-Third  Regiment, 
North  Carolina  Infantry.  Moore,  Roster  of  North  Carolina  Troops,  II,  252; 
Clark,  North  Carolina  Regiments,  II,  188. 
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James  Cassidey25  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Office  Pdnt.  C.F.&D.R.  Nav.  Compy. 
Wilmington  N.C.  February  18.  1859. 

I  deem  it  my  duty  to  state  a  few  facts  relative  to  the  com- 
pany's works  on  Cape  Fear  River.  Some  of  the  Locks,  gates,  and 
embankments  were  slightly  damaged  during  the  high  freshets 
of  last  month,  (I  understood  from  the  Locktender  at  "Silver 
Run,"  some  ten  days  ago,)  and  require  immediate  attention. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  wrote  him  to  have  the  necessary 
repairs  made  without  delay,  promising  that  persons  doing  the 
work,  should  not  be  required  to  pay  cash  for  tolls,  but  the 
amount  should  go  to  the  credit  of  the  company,  until  they  had 
been  reimbursed  for  work  and  materials  furnished,  (to  carry 
on  the  repairs)  to  the  company. 

You  will  please  give  me  your  views  on  the  subject,  as  I  desire 
to  do  nothing  that  will  in  anywise  conflict  with  the  acts  of  the 
Legislature. 

P.S.  I  have  sent  by  this  mail,  notice  of  call  for  a  meeting  of 
Stockholders,  at  Wilmington  22d  March  next,  at  which  time,  I 
hope  it  will  suit  the  convenience  of  your  excellency  to  be  with  us. 

James  E.  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

New  Bern  Feby  20th  1859. 

Yours  of  the  18th  inst,  has  been  received,  contents  noted.  The 
muskets  are  packed  and  marked  ready  for  further  orders.  En- 
closed I  sent  you  a  list  of  the  arms  I  have  on  hand. 

P.S.   Please  send  me  some  blanks  like  the  enclosed. 

[No  enclosure  found] 


25James  Cassidey,  at  this  time  President  of  the  Cape  Fear  and  Deep 
River  Navigation  Company.  Proceedings  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  C.F.& 
D.R.  Navigation  Co.,  Held  at  Wilmington,  N.  C.  April  15th  and  16th,  1858. 
(Wilmington:  C.E.&R.  Burr,  Power  Press  Printers,  1858),  8,  hereinafter 
cited  as  Proceedings  C.F.&D.R.  Navigation  Co.,  1858. 
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Henry  K.  Craig  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Ordnance  Office 
Washington,  Feby  21st  1859. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  13th  inst.  and  to  state,  that  the  stores  therein  called  for, 
have  been  ordered  to  be  supplied;  with  the  exception  of  the 
Burnside's  Carbines,  of  which  there  are  none  available  for 
issue;  In  lieu  of  which,  as  requested,  Long  range  rifles  have 
been  ordered  to  be  issued ;  thus  making  the  whole  of  this  descrip- 
tion of  arms  to  be  supplied,  to  absorb  the  quota  of  arms  now  due, 
392;  which  have  been  directed  to  be  issued  from  the  Harper's 
Ferry  Armory,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  stores,  from  the  New 
York  Arsenal. 

The  arms,  artillery  &c.  ordered  to  be  issued  are  equivalent  to 
1,094  7/13  muskets;  leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  State  on 
this  year's  quota  of  2/13ths  of  a  musket. 

William  S.  Ashe  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Wilmington  N  C 
Feby  22nd/59. 

Your  letter  of  21st  inst  was  sent  to  me  this  morning  by 
Express. 

I  was  somewhat  surprised  that  Mr  Whitford,26  President  of 
the  Atlantic  &  No  Carolina  R.R.  should  trouble  your  Excellency 
with  any  misunderstanding  between  our  respective  Companies. 

In  reference  to  this  matter  I  feel  a  pride  in  saying  that  the 
Wilmington  &  Weldon  R  R  Co*  desire  nothing  but  what  is  just 
&  proper. 

This  being  the  case,  we  cheerfully  agree  to  modify  the  mutual 
agreement  for  the  Crossing  at  Goldsboro'  so  as  to  remove  the 
objection  which  the  Atlantic  Co  complains  of  and  which  they 
have  assigned  to  your  Excellency  as  a  reason  for  the  non  execu- 
tion on  their  part  of  the  agreement  above  referred  to. 


26John  D.  Whitford  (1825-1910),  director  of  the  Atlantic  and  North 
Carolina  Railroad,  1851-52;  President  1854- (1865),  1866-1868;  member  of 
the  Constitutional  Conventions,  1861,  1865;  Major  in  the  Transportation 
Department  in  the  Confederate  Service.  New  Bern  Daily  Journal,  September 
14,  1910. 
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It  is  the  first  time  that  this  objection  has  been  made  known 
to  our  Company.  If  it  had  been  communicated  to  us  before  the 
whole  difficulty  would  have  long  since  been  adjusted.  I  will  avail 
myself  of  the  earliest  opportunity  to  inform  the  President  of 
the  Atlantic  Road  of  the  willingness  of  this  Company  to  agree 
to  the  above  modification. 


David  L.  Swain  to  John  W.  Ellis.  U-Swain 

University  of  North  Carolina, 
Chapel  Hill,  24.  Feb.  1859. 

The  agricultural  survey  in  which  Professor  Emmons27  is 
engaged  with  so  much  promise  of  success  and  usefulness  to  the 
community,  may  I  suspect  without  great  inconvenience,  be  so 
conducted,  as  to  materially  aid  the  University  in  our  efforts 
to  disseminate  geological,  mineralogical  and  agricultural  knowl- 
edge. In  addition  to  the  cabinet  which  the  Professor  is  arrang- 
ing for  exhibition  in  the  capitol,  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  afford 
him  pleasure  if  authorized  and  directed  so  to  do,  to  collect  for 
preservation  in  our  cabinets,  specimens  of  every  thing  that  may 
reward  his  researches  in  the  mineral,  vegetable  and  animal  king- 
doms, which  he  may  suppose  properly  entitled  to  a  place  here. 
The  cabinet  at  Raleigh  will  serve  to  gratify  public  curiosity  in 
many  instances,  and  will  occasionally  attract  the  attention  of 
sojourners  and  travelers.  Here  such  collections  will  be  of  every 
day  use,  to  instructors  and  students  and  may  be  regarded  as 
not  merely  ornamental  additions  to  the  materiel  of  education, 
but  of  absolute  necessity,  to  successful  instruction,  in  natural 
science.  I  will  thank  you  if  these  views  meet  with  your  concur- 
rence to  bring  the  subject  to  the  immediate  notice  of  Dr. 
Emmons.  You  are  authorized  moreover  to  assure  him,  that  our 
chemical  laboratories  will  at  all  times  be  open  to  him,  and  that 
the  Professors  in  our  Scientific  School  will  cooperate  with  him 
most  cheerfully,  in  any  manner,  that  may  be  calculated  to  aid 


27Ebenezer  Emmons  (1799-1863),  graduate  of  Williams  College,  1818; 
State  Geologist  of  North  Carolina,  1851-1863.  Dictionary  of  American 
Biography,  149.  "After  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War  Dr.  Emmons 
remained  in  the  South,  either  because  he  was  not  permitted  to  leave  or 
from  a  desire  to  protect  certain  mining  property."  Appleton's  Cyclopaedia 
of  American  Biography,  II,  350. 
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him  in  the  prosecution  of  his  very  interesting  and  very  impor- 
tant investigations. 


John  W.  Ellis  to  David  L.  Swain.  U-Swain. 

Executive  Office  Raleigh  Feb.  24th  1859. 

In  a  room  upon  the  3d.  floor  in  the  Capital  and  over  the  Senate 
Chamber,  I  found  a  number  of  revolutionary  papers  which  I 
have  had  transferred  to  my  office  with  a  view  to  their  preser- 
vation. 

I  had  also  intended  having  an  index  made  to  them  &c. 

My  object  now  is  to  enquire  of  you  whether  you  or  Dr  Hawks,28 
or  anyone  to  your  knowledge  has  examined  these  papers  and  if 
So,  what  suggestion  you  would  make  in  relation  to  them. — 

Many  of  them  are  letters  to  Gov.  Caswell.29  Are  these  letters 
to  be  found  on  his  letter  book? 

I  also  find  a  correspondence  between  Genl.  Howe  and  Capt. 
Kellem  of  English  Frigate  "Landan"  with  various  similar  docu- 
ments of  that  date  I  have  only  examined  a  part  of  the  mass  of 
papers,  and  do  not  propose  to  proceed  further  if  they  have  been 
already  thoroughly  examined.  Let  me  hear  from  you  on  the 
Subject. 

The  Ex.  Com.  met  on  22d.  inst.  and  after  dispatching  the 
business  before  them  heard  the  reading  of  the  paper  prepared 
by  you  for  the  press. 

We  found  the  document  an  interesting  one  and  had  no  doubt 
it  would  So  prove  to  the  public.  The  propriety  of  the  publication 
was  agreed  to  nem  con  [nemine  contradicente] ;  and  we  had 
no  criticisms  to  offer  as  to  your  mode  of  preparing  the  matter 
for  publication. 


28Francis  L.  Hawks  (1798-1866),  graduate  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  with  an  A.B.  1815,  A.M.  1824,  L.L.D.  1847;  reporter  to  the  State 
Supreme  Court,  1820-1826;  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  1821;  lawyer; 
clergyman;  author.  Grant,  Alumni  History  of  U.N.C.,  267. 

29Richard  Caswell  (1729-1789),  surveyor;  lawyer;  county  clerk;  member 
of  the  Colonial  House  of  Delegates,  1754-1771;  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  1774-1776;  soldier;  Governor,  1776-1780,  1785-1787;  member  of 
the  State  Senate,  1782-1784;  member  of  the  House  of  Commons,  1789. 
Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  673-674. 
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Robert  C.  Pearson™  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Western  North  Carolina  Rail  Road, 
Statesville  28th  Febry  1859. 

I  enclose  herewith  certificate  of  the  Treas :  of  this  Co.  counter- 
signed by  myself  for  the  purpose  of  getting  an  instalment  of 
$50,000  from  the  State  on  [part]  of  her  subscription  to  the  first 
section  of  our  Road. 

It  is  desirable  to  realize  this  amt  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible, 
and  I  will  take  it  as  a  special  favor  it  you  will  see  that  there  is 
no  more  delay  than  is  absolutely  necessary  in  getting  the  same 

John  W.  Ellis  to  Daniel  H.  Christie.  G.L.B. 

Executive  Office,  Raleigh; 
March  1st,  1859. 

I  have  this  day  received  the  intelligence  from  Mr  Jas.  E. 
Morris,31  Keeper  of  Public  arms  at  Newbern  N.C.,  that  he  has 
had  50  muskets  packed  and  ready  to  forward  to  you  upon  further 
orders.  I  herewith  send  you  a  penal  bond  in  blank  for  $1000 — 
which  you  will  have  filled  up  and  signed  by  yourself  as  principal 
and  two  good  and  sufficient  sureties. 

Have  the  bond  filled  up  before  signing  in  the  presence  of  some 
respectable  witnesses,  and  certified  to  by  some  acting  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  Franklin  County. 

Send  me  in  addition  the  names  &  number  of  pupils  in  your 
school  in  the  form  of  a  Schedule — which  must  be  certified  by 
a  justice  of  the  Peace. 

John  W.  Ellis  to  David  L.  Swain.  U-Swain. 

Executive  Office 
Raleigh  March  2d  1859. 

Your  favor  of  the  24th  ult.  was  received  Some  days  Since  by 
due  course  of  mail. 


30Robert  C.  Pearson  (1807-1867),  merchant;  banker;  prominent  promoter 
and  President  of  the  Western  North  Carolina  Railroad,  1855-1861.  Ashe, 
Biographical  History,  VII,  368-374. 

31James  E.  Morris. 
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I  have  Seen  Dr.  Emmons  on  the  Subject  of  your  letter  and  he 
expresses  an  entire  willingness  to  Contribute  to  the  Collection 
of  Specimens  at  the  University  as  far  as  he  will  be  able  to  do  So. 
Indeed  we  had  before  conversed  on  the  Subject  and  he  was  glad 
to  learn  that  the  University  would  accept  Such  Contributions 
from  him. 

I  regard  the  matter  an  important  one  and  Shall  ask  the  Lit. 
Board  who  have  charge  of  the  Survey  to  take  Some  official  action 
in  the  matter.  There  will  be  no  cost  to  the  University  for  Such 
collections  except,  perhaps  the  freight. 

You  may  rest  assured  Sir,  that  I  will  do  all  in  my  power  to 
further  your  views  upon  this  subject. 


John  W.  Ellis  to  Mary  D.  Ellis.32  UNC. 

Raleigh  March  6  1859. 
My  Dear  Wife: 

We  are  all  well  and  miss  you  very  much.  Graham33  left  for 
Hillsboro,  on  Saturday  afternoon,  So  that  I  am  now  having  a 
gay  time  of  it  all  to  myself.  However  much  the  rest  of  us  miss 
you  I  have  no  doubt  the  calf  and  the  turkeys  rejoice  in  your 
absence,  which  gives  them  more  unrestrained  access  to  the  front 
yard.  When  I  came  down  from  the  office  on  Saturday,  the  yard 
was  overrun  with  turkies  &  the  calf  was  leisurely  browsing  on 
hyacinths  and  other  flowers.  No  great  damage  was  done.  I  have 
not  yet  put  the  oil  cloth  down  but  the  lamp  posts  have  been  Set 
and  the  dairy  covered  in.  There  came  near  being  a  serious  acci- 
dent in  Gov  Manly's34  lot  this  afternoon,  but  fortunately  but 
little  injury  was  done.  I  Saw  it  from  our  window.  It  Seems  a 
negro  man  had  his  hand  fastened  to  the  bridle  on  a  horse.  The 
horse  took  alarm,  pulled  the  negro  down  &  started  off  in  a 
gallop — draging  the  negro  after  him.  To  mend  Matters,  about  a 
dozen  negro  women,  as  near  as  I  could  count — though  from  the 
noise  they  made  Seemed  forty — started  after  the  horse  in  full 
run  Making  all  kinds  of  lamentations  and  Strange  noises,  which 
naturally  had  the  tendency  to  make  the  horse  gallop  faster  and 


32The  envelope  was  addressed  to  Mrs.  Ellis  at  Newbern,  N.C. 

33Graham  Daves  (1836-1902),  private  secretary  to  John  W.  Ellis, 
1859-1861;  First  Lieutenant,  Twelfth  North  Carolina  Regiment  1861-1862, 
later  promoted  to  Captain  then  Major.  Ashe,  Biographical  History,  VI, 
183-187. 

34Charles  Manly. 
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as  a  necessary  consequence  to  make  the  negro  Slide  over  the 
ground  more  rapidly.  Up  to  this  point  my  Sympathies  were 
decidedly  with  the  negro,  but  here  the  horse  somewhat  Shared 
them.  I  really  thought  he  had  a  right  to  become  alarmed  at 
Such  frightful  sounds  and  commiserated  his  Situation  in  having 
his  movements  impeded  by  the  aforesaid  attached  negro.  For 
a  few  moments  the  scene  was  really  frightful,  and  I  was  about 
to  jump  through  the  window  to  go  to  his  relief  but  just  then 
the  twain  separated — to  their  mutual  Satisfaction  no  doubt — 
by  the  bridle  rein's  breaking.  But  little  damage  was  done, — the 
grass  lawn  was  Swept  well  and  will  not  need  a  [raker].  I  was 
just  thinking,  that  if  that  cloddy  clay  bed  of  ours  in  the  garden 
had  been  the  Scene  of  action  how  much  labor  it  would  have 
Saved  Mike.  There  is  no  news  in  town.  Saw  Mrs.  Rogers35  this 
morning  going  to  church — all  well.  The  church  was  very  full  & 
I  sat  very  far  back  on  the  side.  There  Seemed  more  than  the 
usual  number  of  Strangers  in  attendance.  The  other  events  I 
will  narrate  when  you  return.  About  coming  back — Well,  You 
must  have  your  own  way  about  it,  though  I  hope  you  will  remem- 
ber how  much  we  are  missing  you.  Let  me  hear  from  you. 
Remember  me  to  all  and  tell  John36  we  are  anxious  for  him  to 
come  up. 

H.  Winper  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Stokes  County  N.  Carolina 
7th  March  1859. 

I  was  Last  November  Chosen  By  the  65th  Regement  of  N. 
Carolina  Militia  (stokes)  Col  Commandant  and  should  have 
made  my  Return  sooner  But  untill  a  few  weeks  past  it  was  out 
of  my  power  to  get  a  correct  statement  the  number  of  Muster- 
ing men  agreeable  to  such  Returns  as  I  have  Received  there  is 
some  700  Mustering  men  in  the  County  this  is  9  Companies 
or  nine  districts  one  Company  of  Calverrey  I  found  the  Regimet 
in  a  Desperate  Condition  no  officers  and  what  few  there  were 
with  out  Commissions  Law  or  Tactics  I  culd  martial  there  being 


35Unable  to  identify. 

36Probably  John  Daves  Collins  (1814-1862),  grandson  of  John  Daves  of 
New  Bern  (1748-1804)  ;  bachelor  cousin  of  Mary  D.  Ellis.  Graham  Daves, 
A  Sketch  of  the  Military  Career  of  Captain  John  Daves  (Baltimore,  Mary- 
land: Press  of  the  Friedenwald  Co.,  1892),  14-15. 
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Eleven  districts  and  by  Redistricting  the  County  and  making 
of  the  Eleven  nine  companies  which  is  all  full  Companies  all 
now  having  there  full  number  of  Company  officers  and  the  most 
of  them  with  Out  Commissions  which  are  not  on  hand  Please 
send  me  twenty  Commissions  and  some  pamphlets  of  the  Militia 
Laws  and  allso  some  of  the  tactics  if  on  hand  I  intend  to  doe  all 
in  my  power  to  put  the  Companies  in  the  Best  of  order.  I  allso 
have  received  from  Cap  Betting37  59  Muskets  all  in  good  order 
one  mising  the  being  burnt  I  here  within  close  Cap  Bettings 
letter,  which  will  gave  you  all  satisfaction  Respecting  the  guns 
please  answer  these  lines  soon  and  state  what  I  had  best  do 
with  the  guns 

My  addriss  is  Walnut  Cove  N.C. 


Henry  K.  Craig  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Ordnance  Office 
Washington,  March  11,  1859. 

Your  letter  of  the  28th  ult.  has  been  received,  and  in  com- 
pliance with  the  request  therein  contained  the  Colts'  arms  of  the 
description  designated,  have  been  ordered  from  the  Contractor, 
and  as  soon  as  received,  will  be  forwarded. 

These  arms  will  reduce  the  392  Long  range  rifles  and  342 
sets  of  accoutrements,  referred  to  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the 
21st  ult.  the  former  to  37  rifles  and  the  latter  to  197  sets,  to 
bring  the  whole  within  the  value  of  the  arms  due  to  the  State. 


John  W.  Ellis  to  Bartholomew  F.  Moore™         UNC. 

Raleigh  March  12th  1859. 

I  would  be  glad  to  have  your  attention  directed  to  an  Act 
entitled  "An  Act  to  protect  the  interest  of  the  State  of  North 

37John  W.  Betting,  merchant  and  farmer  in  Stokes  County.  Eighth 
Census  of  the  United  States,  1860,  Stokes  County,  100. 

38Bartholomew  F.  Moore  (1801-1878),  graduate  of  the  University  oi 
North  Carolina,  1820;  admitted  to  the  bar,  1823;  member  of  the  House 
of  Commons  from  Halifax  County,  1936,  1840-1844;  Attorney  General, 
1848-1851;  practiced  law  in  Wake  County,  1851-1860;  member  of  the  Con- 
stitutional Convention  of  1865.  Ashe  Biographical  History,  V,  275-286; 
Connor,  Manual,  1913,  614. 
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Carolina  in  the  Deep  River  Navigation  Company,"  with  the 
view  of  having  your  construction  of  the  Same  touching  the 
following  points: 

1st,  Is  it  meant  by  the  expression,  "debts  of  a  prior  lien  to 
those  on  which  the  State  is  liable,"  in  the  3rd  section  to  embrace 
those  debts  only  which  have  a  strict  legal  priority  to  those  con- 
tained in  the  Mortgage  to  the  State,  (with  which  you  are 
familiar,)  or  may  that  expression  include  other  debts  of  the 
Deep  Riv.  Nav.  Co.,  and  if  So  what  debts? 

2d,  In  case  the  Deep  Riv.  Nav.  Co.  refuse  to  accept  this  Act, 
would  it  be  Competent  for  me,  under  its  provisions,  to  purchase 
their  works,  on  behalf  of  the  State,  in  case  of  a  Sale  under  the 
first  mortgage  or  under  any  other  power?  or  in  other  words,  is 
the  consent  of  the  Company  requisite  to  a  purchase  by  me  under 
this  Act? 

3d  Do  the  words,  "with  the  consent  of  the  Company"  in  the 
9th  Sec-  of  the  Act  refer  to  the  case  of  forcing  a  sale  only? 

4.  In  case  I  should  purchase  the  works  without  the  consent 
of  the  Company,  would  I  have  a  right  to  retain  from  the  purchase 
money,  after  paying  the  debts  of  prior  lien,  enough  to  Satisfy 
the  debts  included  in  the  State's  Mortgage,  300  thousand  dollars, 
not  yet  due,  though  a  part  of  the  interest  is  due  and  has  been 
paid  by  the  State. 

Please  furnish  me  an  opinion  on  the  above  points  by  the  18th 
inst.  here,  or  at  Wilmington  by  the  20th  inst. 


Claudius  B.  Denson39  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Franklin  Sci.  &  MilYy  Institute 
Duplin  Co.  N.C. 
March  12"  1859. 

At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  state 
of  North  Carolina,  a  resolution  was  passed  to  provide  this 
institution  with  arms,  together  with  another,  to  extend  the  same 
privilege  to  other  military  Schools  in  the  state — we  understand 
that  these  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  the  approval  of  Your 


39Claudius  B.  Denson,  from  Duplin  County;  Captain,  Company  E, 
Twentieth  Regiment,  North  Carolina  Infantry,  Commandant  of  Franklin 
Military  Institute.  Moore,  Roster  of  North  Carolina  Troops,  II,  156.  This 
information  from  the  above  letter. 
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Excellency,  and  it  has  been  suggested,  that  you,  Sir,  have  given 
to  the  subject,  a  consideration  of  its  importance,  sufficient  to 
induce  you  to  apply  to  the  General  Government  for  small  arms, 
appropriate  for  the  use  of  Cadets. 

Several  times,  Sir,  have  the  authorities  of  this  institution, 
applied  to  parties  presumed  to  know  the  necessary  preliminaries 
to  the  reception  of  the  arms,  but  having  failed  to  receive  a 
reply,  I  have  concluded  to  address  you  directly,  and  as  a  matter 
not  unimportant  to  the  public  welfare,  request  of  your  Excellency 
that  will  you  kindly  favor  us  with  the  information  as  to  the 
probability  of  securing  the  use  of  Cadet  arms,  and  when  they 
might  be  precured.  The  Institute  now  has  113  Students,  many 
of  whom  have  been  constantly  drilled,  without  arms,  for  six 
months  and  more — they  are  uniformed  and  otherwise  equipped, 
needing  only  sixty  muskets  and  accoutrements.  The  trustees  of 
the  Institute  are  ready  to  sign  any  necessary  bond — may  I  ask 
your  Excellency,  if  these  arms  may  be  procured  without  a  per- 
sonal visit  from  us  at  Raleigh,  and  if  we  could  obtain  them  from 
Raleigh — thence  by  Railroad  to  Goldsboro,  and  to  Mt.  Olive,  on 
the  W.&W.R.R.,  four  miles  from  the  Institute. 

As  the  matter  is  not  a  personal  one,  but  one  involving  the 
welfare  of  many  citizens  of  the  State,  and  indeed  the  future 
welfare  of  the  Commonwealth  itself,  to  some  extent,  I  may  be 
pardoned  these  requests,  and  hope  for  a  favorable  answer. 
(P.O.  Address — Mt.  Olive,  Wayne  Co.) 


John  W.  Ellis  to  Henry  K.  Craig,  G.L.B. 

Executive  Office, 
Raleigh;  March  14th,/59. 

Your  favor  of  11th  inst.  in  reply  to  mine  of  the — inst.  is  at 
hand  in  which  you  say  that  the  Coifs  rifles  with  appendages 
ordered  by  me  will  reduce  the  number  from  392  long  range  rifles 
&  552  sets  of  accoutrements  to  37  rifles  (Colts)  and  197  sets  of 
accoutrements. 

This  is  an  unexpected  reduction  and  I  perceive  from  the  list 
furnished  by  you  that  10  Colts'  rifles  with  appendages  are  equal 
to  32  8/13  muskets,  according  to  which  the  37  rifles  (Colt's) 
would  be  less  than  125  muskets. 
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I  have  thought,  perhaps,  there  was  some  mistake  in  the  num- 
ber named— 37. 

Please  inform  me  in  reply  whether  this  is  the  case,  and 
furnish  a  list  of  all  the  arms  ordered  with  the  value  of  each  in 
muskets, — so  that  I  may  perceive  how  the  account  stands 


Nathaniel  P.  Banks*0  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.L.B. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts — 
Executive  Department 
March  16,  1859. 

I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  an  Act  of  the 
Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth  in  relation  to  fugitives  from 
justice,  a  copy  of  which  is  appended  hereto.  It  is  believed  that 
the  rule  established  by  this  Act  is  substantially  the  same  rule 
now  enforced  in  most  of  the  States,  that  the  evidence  required 
is  no  more  than  is  absolutely  necessary  to  prevent  the  abuse  of 
this  Executive  process,  and  that  this  act,  in  the  nature  and 
degree  of  evidence  required,  is  entirely  conformable  to  the  Con- 
stitution and  Laws  of  the  United  States. 

You  will  please  observe  that  no  executive  warrant  can  be 
issued  upon  a  requisition  from  another  State,  unless  the  requisi- 
tion is  supported  by  sworn  evidence  that  the  party  accused  is 
a  fugitive  from  justice;  and  in  case  the  party  accused  has  not 
been  indicted,  the  complaint  must  be  substantiated  by  affidavits 
of  persons  who  can  testify  to  facts  within  their  actual  knowl- 
edge— ,  in  the  absence  of  controlling  evidence,  to  establish  against 
the  party  accused,  a  prime  facie  case  of  guilt. 

No  person  will  be  sent  to  another  State  for  trial  upon  mere 
evidence  of  belief  or  suspicion  of  crime,  however  strong,  with- 
out evidence  of  facts  that  would  warrant  the  finding  of  an 
indictment  by  a  grand  jury. 


40Nathaniel  P.  Banks  (1816-1894),  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress,  1853- 
1857,  1865-1873,  1875-1879,  1889-1891;  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  1858- 
1861.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  512. 
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Henry  K.  Craig  to  John  W.  Ellis, 


G.P. 


Ordnance  Office 
Washington,  March  18.  1859. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  14th  inst. 

In  my  letter  to  your  Excellency  of  the  11th  inst.  I  intended 
to  convey  the  idea,  that  the  Colts'  arms  called  for  in  your  letter 
of  the  28th  ult.  would  reduce  the  392  Long  range  rifles,  and  552 
sets  of  Long  range  rifle  accoutrements,  to  37  Long  range  rifles 
and  197  sets  of  Long  range  rifle  accoutrements,  in  order  to  keep 
within  the  limit  of  the  quota  due  to  the  State,  as  will  be  per- 
ceived from  the  following  statement. 


3  6  pdr.  guns  equivalent  to 

2  12  "  Howitzers     " 

2  6  pdr  Carriages  with  implements  & 

equipments,  equivalent  to 
50  Sharps'  Carbines  " 

60  Colts'  Artillery  Carbines  with 

sword  bayonets  " 

120  Colts'  rifles 

&  appendages  " 

10  prs  Colts'  Holster 

pistols  " 

37  Long  range  rifles  " 

100  Non-Comm: 

Off s'  swords  " 

10  Musicians'  swords  " 

100  Sets  Infy. 

accoutrements  " 

197     "  Long  range 

Rifle  D  " 


93  10/13  Muskets 
55     6/13 


Total 


50 

10/13 

116 

4/13 

161 

7/13 

392 

4/13 

34 

8/13 

49 

1/13 

42 

4/13    " 

3 

5/13 

30 

4/13    " 

64 

11/13 

1,094 

9/13 

The  Muskets  due  to  the  State,  as  per  letter  to  you  of  the  14 
ult.  amount  to  1,094  9/13.  Thus  it  will  be  perceived,  that  they 
are  completely  covered  by  the  above  arms  &c. 

As  stated  in  my  letters  to  you  of  the  21  ult:  and  11  inst.  the 
above  arms  have  been  ordered  to  be  forwarded  at  once,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Colts'  arms,  which  will  be  sent  forward,  as 
soon  as  they  can  be  obtained  from  the  Contractor. 
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J.  M.  Frady41  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

March  21st  1859. 

N.C.  Rutherford  County 

I  have  written  about  three  months  ago  for  commissions  and 
have  got  no  answer  yet  I  stand  in  kneed  of  some  plese  send  me 
about  thirty,  believing  you  to  be  a  man  of  a  true  patriot  spirit 
and  one  that  wants  your  state  to  be  in  rediness  to  defend  her- 
self shoud  it  be  necessary  you  will  be  propt  to  your  duty  in  re- 
gard to  the  militia  law  of  the  state  ther  has  been  some  former 
governors  that  is  not  worthy  of  the  name  in  this  piticalour  this 
is  the  reason  our  militia  is  disgraced  send  me  thirty  blank  com- 
missions in  order  to  keep  my  Regment  legily  organiseed  I  want 
you  to  inform  the  Ajt  Gen.42  that  Mcdowel  County  has  lain  out 
of  duty  for  above  five  years  I  want  them  to  discharge  their 
millitary  duty  as  well  as  we  I  was  pleased  with  your  mesage  in 
regard  to  militia  direct  to  Grassy  Knob. 

/.  W .  De  Ford,43  J.  L.  Swain44  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Hamilton  March  21st/59. 

There  are  stored  in  the  Custom  House  at  the  town  of  Plymouth 
a  large  number  of  old  flint-lock  U.S.  muskets.  Desiring  to  obtain 
a  few  of  them  in  order  to  arm  the  students  of  "Roanoke  Collegiate 
Institute,"  lately  established  in  this  place,  &  into  which  we  have 
introduced  a  military  department,  we  applied  to  Mr.  Jos.  Ram- 
sey, Collector  of  the  Port  at  that  place,  under  whose  charge  the 
said  muskets  are.  Mr.  Ramsey  has  informed  us  that  he  cannot 
let  us  have  them,  unless  authorized  by  your  order  for  which  as 
controllers  of  the  Institute  we  have  accordingly  been  directed 
to  address  you. 

The  arms,  in  their  present  condition,  are  totally  useless,  & 
are  rapidly  becoming  worthless.  Should  your  Excellency  favor 
us  with  an  order  for  a  score  of  them,  which  are  all  we  need,  as 


41J.  M.  Frady,  Colonel,  Sixteenth  Regiment,  North  Carolina  Militia. 

42Richard  C.  Cotten. 

43J.  W.  De  Ford,  Controller  of  the  Roanoke  Collegiate  Institute,  Martin 
County.  This  information  from  the  above  letter. 

44John  L.  Swain,  from  Pitt  County,  Captain  Company  E,  Seventeenth 
Regiment  of  North  Carolina  Infantry;  Clark,  North  Carolina  Regiments, 
II.  2. 
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we  have  already  a  number  obtained  from  other  quarters,  they 
will  be  burnished  up,  well  cared  for,  &  used  in  our  daily  drill 
to  impart  military  instruction  to  our  pupils,  of  the  importance 
of  which  you  are  of  course  well  aware. 

Should  you  feel  inclined  to  comply  with  our  request,  please 
send  to  our  address,  an  order  on  Mr.  Jos.  Ramsey,45  Col.  of  Port 
at  Plymouth  N.C.  for  20  of  the  muskets  there  stored. 

Your  assent  to  this  petition  will  much  gratify  all  concerned  in 
our  institution,  may  be  the  means  of  affording  an  acquaintance 
with  military  tactics  to  many  of  our  youth,  &  will  impose  no 
small  obligation  on, 


Benjamin  J.  Munday*6  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Statesville  N.C. 
March  26th  1859. 

I  wright  you  concerning  our  militia  some  of  us  wants  you 
to  order  out  the  militia  of  N  Carolina  the  Ridgments  is  in  such 
a  bad  condishen  that  we  want  to  see  if  we  cant  git  better 
regalated  the  89  Redgment  is  wanting  to  come  out  this  spring, 
I  wish  you  would  giv  orders  for  it  to  paraid  some  time  in  may 
also  I  wish  you  to  giv  for  the  52  Redgment  to  parai  da  Bout 
the  first  of  may  or  as  soon  as  you  can  we  want  to  hold  an 
election  for  mager  generl  we  hav  non  sine  miller47  left  also 
comishen  Hosey  Brdford48  brigadear  generl  he  wase  elected 
twelv  months  a  go  and  has  got  no  commishen  his  office  is  lenoir 
N.  C.  I  wish  to  mak  sum  regalation  in  my  regment  this  spring 
if  you  will  order  out  pleas  wright  soon  and  let  me  know  if  you 
will  order  out  this  spring. 


45Joseph  Ramsey,  collector  of  customs  at  the  port  of  Plymouth.  U.  S. 
Register,  1857,  65. 

46Benjamin  J.  Munday,  master  carpenter  in  Statesville.  Eighth  Census 
of  the  United  States,  1860,  Iredell  County,  179.  Colonel,  Fifty-Second  Regi- 
ment, North  Carolina  Militia.  Information  from  the  above  letter. 

47Probably  Gen.  T.  R.  Miller. 

48Hosea  Bradford,  blacksmith  in  the  Lenoir  District  of  Caldwell  County. 
Eighth  Census  of  the  United  States,  1860,  Caldwell  County,  112. 
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John  V.  Jordan**  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

New  Berne  Mch  28th  1859. 

Enclosed  you  will  please  find  my  petition  signed  by  a  number 
of  the  Citizens  in  behalf  of  my  receiving  at  the  hands  of  your 
Excellency  the  appointment  of  Keeper  of  the  Public  Arms  to 
which  I  request  your  Excellencys  earliest  attention. 

The  arms  under  existing  arrangement  are  kept  in  a  very 
insecure  and  unsafe  Condition  and  I  have  succeeded  in  making 
an  arrangement  with  the  Masonic  Society  to  allow  me  (in  case 
I  get  the  appointment)  to  keep  them  in  the  lower  story  of  their 
building,  where  they  will  be  perfectly  secure  and  also  conven- 
iently situated  in  case  any  necesity  arising  for  their  immediate 
use. 

If  my  appointment  to  this  office  should  meet  with  your  Ex- 
cellency's aprobation  you  will  please  to  inform  me  at  your 
earliest  convenience,  I  would  here  remark  that  I  understand 
that  it  is  the  intention  of  Mr.  Morris  to  withdraw  as  soon  as  he 
shall  have  received  the  appointment  of  Mail  Agent  on  the  A  & 
N  C.  R  R  and  should  your  Excellency  not  conclude  to  make  an 
appointment  until  that  time  I  hope  you  will  bear  me  in  kind 
remembrance. 

Mr.  Morris  informs  me  that  the  arms  ordered  by  your 
Excellency  from  the  Government  of  the  U.S.  have  been  received; 
and  that  he  wishes  to  know  what  disposition  your  Excellency 
wishes  to  make  of  them. 

The  small  arms  which  I  presume  your  Excellency  intended 
for  the  use  of  the  New  Berne  Light  Infantry  I  am  compelled 
to  say,  will  not  answer,  they  are  totally  unfit  for  any  use  except 
for  mounted  men  either  as  Artillery  or  Cavalry  and  as  they 
(the  Citizens)  contemplate  organizing  a  corps  of  the  latter  arm 
I  think  it  would  be  well  enough  to  allow  them  to  remain  here 
unless  your  Excellency  wishes  them  for  immediate  use  in 
some  other  part  of  the  State,  I  would  here  remark  that  if  your 
Excellency  would  have  the  kindness  to  send  me  a  requisition 
upon  the  U.S.  Government  for  100  stand  of  the  most  improved 
musket  (such  as  are  now  in  use  by  the  U  S.  Army)  I  will  detail 
one  of  my  Commissioned  Officers  to  Washington  City  to  select  the 


49John  V.  Jordan,  from  Craven  County,  Colonel,  Thirty-First  Regiment, 
North  Carolina  Infantry.  Moore,  Roster  of  North  Carolina  Troops,  II,  540. 
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arm  above  named,  I  would  state  to  your  Excellency  that  my 
reasons  for  requesting  100  stand  are  that  the  Company  allready 
numbers  80  men  and  is  constantly  increasing. 


John  W.  Ellis  to  Henry  A.  Wise.  G.L.B. 

Executive  Department 
Raleigh,  N.C.  April  2d,/59. 

I  have  honor  herewith  to  transmit  a  copy  of  an  act  entitled 
"An  Act  to  provide  for  running  and  marking  the  dividing  line 
between  the  States  of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia,"  which  was 
passed  into  a  Law  by  the  Gen.  Assembly  of  North  Carolina  at 
its  late  Session. 

This  Statute  was  enacted  in  response  to  a  similar  law  adopted 
by  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  of  which  my  predecessor  was 
duly  informed  by  your  Excellency. 

I  am  now  prepared  to  act  in  concert  with  your  Excellency,  in 
creating  a  Commission  to  execute  the  provisions  of  the  Statutes 
referred  to,  and  will  be  pleased  to  hear  from  you  on  the  subject. 


Ellwood  Morris50  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

[April  8,  1859] 

Please  accept  my  thanks  for  your  prompt  reply  to  my  letter 
of  Mar  29,  by  yours  of  Apl  4,  and  to  say  that  since  the  former 
date,  1  have  dismissed  a  negociation  with  a  northern  Company, 
which  would  probably  have  led  to  a  satisfactory  engagement, — 
thus  holding  myself  free  until  May  1st,  ensuing,  to  undertake 


50Elwood  Morris,  native  of  New  Jersey;  engaged  in  the  location  and 
building  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad;  appointed  Chief  Engineer 
of  the  Cape  Fear  and  Deep  River  Navigation  Works,  April  27,  1859; 
employed  by  North  Carolina  to  erect  batteries  on  the  coast  after  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Civil  War.  Morris  left  North  Carolina  for  his  home  in  New 
Jersey  in  the  fall  of  1863;  on  May  8,  1867,  he  wrote  from  Camden,  New 
Jersey  (apparently  his  mother's  home)  that  he  had  received  a  cool  reception 
from  his  northern  neighbors  when  he  returned  from  North  Carolina.  He 
wrote  several  articles  concerning  engineering  for  the  Franklin  Institute 
in  Philadelphia.  The  above  information  concerning  Morris  was  accumulated 
from  several  different  sources  including  documents  and  newspapers.  Neither 
the  Camden  Free  Public  Library  in  Camden,  New  Jersey,  nor  the  New 
Jersey  Historical  Society  was  able  to  supply  any  information  on  this 
gentleman. 
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your  work — and  will  make  arrangements  to  act  promptly, 
agreably  to  instructions,  to  be  received,  from  your  Excellency, 
at  the  time  intimated  by  you,  if  engaged  by  your  Board  of 
Managers. 

There  appears  to  me,  no  very  serious  difference  between  our 
views  of  compensation,  inasmuch  as,  in  writing  Mar.  29. — I 
expected — 1.  To  devote  my  whole  time  to  your  works  alone. 
2.  To  pay  all  my  own  expenses  of  transportation,  while  your 
Excellency,  may  not  have  considered  either,  indispensable. 

P.S.  I  beg  to  send  you  by  this  days  Mail  three  more  pamphlets, 
with  the  object  of  enabling  yourself  and  Board,  to  form  some 
proximate  judgement  of  the  capacity  of  the  writer,  from  his 
manner  of  treating  professional  subjects,  and  I  regret  that 
letters  of  this  nature,  are  so  necessarily  egotistical. 

W.  T.  Dozier51  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Beaufort,  N.C.  April  18th  1859. 

I  am  desirous  of  purchasing  a  portion  of  lands  belonging  to 
the  Literary  board  of  N.C,  located  in  the  County  of  Carteret, 
commonly  known  as  the  "Open  Grounds."  The  number  of  acres 
I  wish  is  1000  at  least,  and  not  to  exceed  4000,  at  the  price  at 
which  previous  sales  have  been  effected.  I  am  a  farmer  by  pro- 
fession and  I  desire  to  purchase  these  lands  to  improve  them, 
if  they  are  improvable.  Should  my  proposition  be  accepted,  I 
should  be  pleased  to  hear  from  you  at  your  earliest  convenience ; 
and  also  learn  what  parties  have  the  right  to  make  prior  choice. 
My  post  office  is  Kinston,  N.C,  and  I  would  respectfully  refer 
your  Excellency  to  the  following  gentlemen  as  to  my  character, 
&C: 

Judge  R.  R.  Heath,  Edenton 

Hon.  H.  M  Shaw,52  Indian  Ridge, 

John  Pool53  Esqr.  E.  City,  N.C. 


"Unable  to  identify. 

52Henry  M.  Shaw  (1819-1864),  graduate  of  Medical  College,  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  1838;  began  practice  in  Indiantown,  Camden  County, 
North  Carolina;  member  of  U.S.  Congress,  1853-1855,  1857-1859;  served 
as  a  Colonel  in  the  Confederate  service.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress, 
1,588-1,589. 

53John  Pool  (1826-1884),  graduate  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina, 
1847;  admitted  to  the  bar,  1847;  planter;  member  of  the  State  Senate  from 
Pasquotank  County,  1856-1858,  from  Bertie  County,  1864-1835;  ran  un- 
successfully as  the  Whig  candidate  for  Governor  against  John  W.  Ellis, 
1860;  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention,  1865;  member  of  the  U.S. 
Senate,  1868-1873.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress,  1,469. 
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William  S.  Ashe  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Office  Wilmington  &  Weldon  Rail  Road  Company 
Wilmington,  N.  C.  April  21st  1859. 

Your  letter  of — date  gave  me  much  satisfaction.  Every  line 
of  it  breathed  a  spirit  of  devotion  to  the  best  interests  of 
North  Car. 

On  the  day  of  its  reception  I  had  an  informal  meeting  of 
my  Board  of  Directors,  and  they  unanimously  instructed  me 
to  return  to  you  their  sincere  thanks  for  the  patriotic  suggestion 
you  make  in  it,  and  to  assure  you  that  any  policy  which  may  be 
adopted  by  the  different  Rail  Roads  in  the  state  to  carry  out 
your  views,  will  meet  with  their  zealous  cooperation.  I  entirely 
approve  of  your  notion  of  inviting  the  different  Rail  Road 
Presidents  to  meet  and  consult  about  this  matter,  and  will 
most  certainly,  if  in  the  state,  attend  their  meeting. 

Ezekiel  Myers54  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Salisbury 
April  22d  1859. 

On  the  part  of  the  Rowan  Artillery  of  which  by  the  Captain 
seeking  a  warmer  climate,  I  have  been  left  in  command.  I  write 
you  to  ask  you  to  give  us  some  information  relative  to  the  new 
arms  you  have  promised  us.  We  have  been  invited  to  Charlotte 
to  participate  in  a  grand  Anniversary  celebration  of  the  20th 
of  May,  and  are  anxious  to  have  our  new  arms,  will  you  do  us 
the  kindness  to  inform  me  on  the  subject?  I  was  in  Raleigh,  on 
Wednesday  and  regret  not  having  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you 

Owen  R.  Kenan  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Kenansville  N.C. 
Aprl  23d  1859. 

When  on  the  eve  of  Starting  to  Ala.  I  reed  a  letter  from  your 
Excellency  requesting  some  information  as  to  the  value  and 


^Edekiel  Myers,  from  Rowan  County,  Second  Lieutenant,  Company  D, 
Tenth  Regiment,  North  Carolina  Artillery.  Moore,  Roster  of  North  Carolina 
Troops,  I,  353. 
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character  of  the  land  in  Angola  Pocoson.  It  will  be  impossible 
for  me  to  give  such  information  as  will  be  Satisfactory  or 
reliable  as  to  the  whole  Swamp,  because  of  its  great  extent. 
The  little  that  is  known  [about]  its  central  portion  and  my 
very  limited  knowledge  of  the  part  in  the  County  of  New 
Hanover.  It  is  estimated  to  be  across  the  Swamp  from  east 
to  west  about  10  miles  and  from  North  to  South  15  or  20  miles, 
I  can  only  give  information  as  to  the  part  in  Duplin,  which  is 
about  one  third  of  the  Swamp,  and  a  very  large  portion  of  it 
is  considered  perfectly  valueless  and  indeed  I  look  upon  it  so 
poor  as  to  be  beyond  redemption.  On  the  Eastern  margin  there 
is  a  flat  gum  Slue  extending  south  the  whole  length  of  the  Swamp 
and  averaging  about  3/4  to  1  mile  in  width  of  as  fine  land  as 
any  in  the  State,  &  by  the  old  settlers  around  the  Pocoson  it 
is  considered  the  only  large  body  of  good  land,  in  this  County 
it  is  certainly  so.  There  are  objections  to  this  Swamp,  it  was 
or  a  part  of  it  was  granted  to  Roger  Alden55  I  think  about  1796 
&  in  the  last  few  years  it  has  been  again  shingled  over  by 
patents,  I  mention  this  that  the  purchaser  may  be  apprised  of 
the  difficulties  &  that  those  titles  will  all  have  to  be  extinguished. 
I  do  not  know  what  more  I  can  say,  for  it  has  been  many  years 
since  I  have  seen  the  Swamp  and  therefore  cannot  enter  into 
minute  details.  If  however  your  Excellency  should  desire  further 
information,  and  that  the  Swamp  should  be  examined  more 
particularly,  I  will  render  my  aid  within  my  power,  and  here  I 
will  remark  the  interior  of  the  Swamp  is  almost  unexplored  & 
unknown  but  the  impression  has  gotten  out  how  I  do  not  know 
that  it  contains  no  body  of  good  land  excepting  the  Gum  Slue 
on  the  East. 


55Roger  Alden,  Brigade  Major  to  General  Huntington,  of  the  Connecticut 
Militia,  1777-1780,  Major  and  aide-de-camp  to  General  Huntington,  1780- 
1781.  F.  B.  Heitman,  Historical  Register  of  Officers  of  the  Continental  Army 
During  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  April,  1775,  to  December,  1783.  (Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  [Baltimore,  Maryland:  Press  of  Nichols,  Killam  and  Maffitt], 
1893),  59. 
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G.  J.  Cherry56  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Mackey's  Ferry  N  C. 
April  27th  1859. 

Your  letter  of  the  14th  inst.  I  have  just  reed — advising  me 
that  my  Agency  was  suspended  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  L. 
Board.57  Permit  me  to  return  my  thanks  to  the  Board  for  the 
confidence  reposed  in  me  during  the  continuance  of  the  per- 
manent Agency,  &  to  express  the  hope  that  my  conduct  has  met 
the  approbation  of  the  Board;  of  which  I  have  had  assurance 
in  a  previous  letter  from  you.  The  permanent  Agency  being 
abolished,  I  wish  you  to  inform  me  if  the  Board  consider  me 
under  obligations  to  serve  when  called  upon,  or  am  I  left  free 
to  follow  any  business,  should  the  same  conflict  with  the  interest 
of  the  L.  Board.  I  infer  from  this  expression  in  your  letter, 
"We  may  call  on  you  from  time  to  time  hereafter  to  do  speci- 
fied acts,"  that  the  claim  upon  my  service  by  the  Board  is  not 
fully  released.  I  will  here  state  that  very  recently  I  have  had  an 
application  for  my  services,  &  refused  to  act,  because  I  thought 
the  interest  of  the  Board  would  be  promoted  thereby ;  and  before 
I  take  any  step  towards  future  employment  I  will  wait  to  hear 
from  you  as  to  the  prospect  of  employment  from  the  Board 
"hereafter  to  do  specified  acts,"  &  the  probable  pay 


John  W.  Ellis  to  Dr.  William  B.  Meares.58  UNC. 

Executive  Office 
Raleigh  April  28th.  59. 

Your  favor  of  the  8th  inst.  came  duly  to  hand  and  absence 
from  home  with  engagements  here  is  the  cause  of  the  delay  in 
replying. 

The  matters  concerning  the  Bank  will  come  up  for  consid- 
eration in  the  course  of  ten  or  twelve  days. 


MG.  J.  Cherry,  former  Agent  of  the  Swamp  Lands  in  the  State.  His 
agency  was  suspended  on  March  16,  1859.  Weekly  Standard,  March  16,  1859. 

"Literary  Board. 

"William  B.  Meares  (1826-1896),  graduate  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  1846;  physician;  assistant  surgeon  to  the  Twentieth  Regiment, 
1861-1863;  aide-de-camp  to  General  M.  W.  Ransom,  1863-1865;  planter. 
Grant,  Alumni  History  of  U.N.C.,  422;  Clark,  North  Carolina  Regiments, 
II,  112,  and  IV,  572,  578,  635. 
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I  understand  from  you  while  here  that  you  would  not  be 
an  applicant  as  against  Mr  Dickinson59  but  only  in  the  event 
of  his  election  by  the  board  to  fill  the  vacancy  of  Dr.  Derossett60 
deceased.  It  seems  the  board  have  not  filled  the  vacancy  as  was 
expected — and  in  consequence  the  anticipated  vacancy  was  not 
made  among  the  State  directors.  Since  you  were  here  I  have 
received  from  Wilmington  strong  representations  from  the 
democrats  there  claiming  the  appointment  for  a  democrat  in 
case  of  a  vacancy.  It  seems  that  the  matter  was  talked  of  in 
Wilmington  and  some  excitement  gotten  up  on  the  subject,— 
so  high  was  it  indeed,  as  to  threaten  a  rupture  with  my  political 
friends.  These  things  place  me  in  a  very  embarrassing  situation. 

I  stated  to  one  of  them  that  your  application  was  only  in  the 
event  of  Mr  Dickinson's  appointment  by  the  board  of  Directors, 
which  had  not  been  done.  This  was  my  understanding  of  the 
matter. 

I  will  be  in  Goldsboro  on  the  7th  &  8th  May,  in  attendance  on 
the  Episcopal  Convention  and  would  be  glad  to  see  you  on  the 
subject  if  you  are  there. 


W.  G.  Broadfoot61  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Fayetteville  N.C. 
30.  Apl.  1859. 

My  appointment  as  proxy  for  the  State  at  the  last  annual 
meeting  of  Stockholders  in  the  Western  Plank  Road  Company, 
was  duly  reed  &  thank  the  board  for  the  honorable  considera- 
tion.— The  meeting  was  held  on  the  28.  Inst. 


59P.  K.  Dickinson,  director  of  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon  Railroad, 
1836-1850;  millowner  and  merchant.  James  Sprunt,  Tales  and  Traditions  of 
the  Lower  Cape  Fear,  1661-1896  (Wilmington:  LeGwin  Brothers,  Printers, 
1896),  III,  hereinafter  cited  as  Sprunt,  Tales  of  the  Lower  Cape  Fear; 
James  Sprunt,  Chronicles  of  the  Cape  Fear  River  1660-1916  (Raleigh: 
Edwards  and  Broughton  Printing  Co.,  Second  Edition,  1916),  150-153, 
hereinafter  cited  as  Sprunt,  Chronicles  of  the  Cape  Fear  River. 

60Armand  J.  DeRosset  II  (1767-1859),  graduate  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  with  the  M.  D.  degree,  1790;  director  of  the  Bank  of  Cape 
Fear,  1822-1859.  Catherine  DeRosset  Meares,  Annals  of  the  DeRosset 
Family  (Columbia,  South  Carolina:  The  R.  L.  Bryan  Company  [1906]), 
59-72. 

61W.  G.  Broadfoot  served  for  many  years  as  cashier  of  the  Bank  of 
Fayetteville,  one  of  the  largest  banking  houses  in  the  State.  John  A.  Oates, 
The  Story  of  Fayetteville  and  the  Upper  Cape  Fear  (Charlotte:  The  Dowd 
Press,  Inc.,  1950),  558,  hereinafter  cited  as  Oates,  The  Story  of  Fayetteville. 
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From  the  report  submitted  to  the  meeting — embracing  the 
revenues,  expenses  &c.  of  the  road,  there  is  but  little  hope  for 
dividends. — Its  revenues  were  seriously  checked  by  the  opening 
of  the  No.  Ca.  Rail  Road,  &  for  the  last  three  years  have  been 
barely  sufficient,  to  keep  the  road  in  tolerable  travelling  order  & 
pay  off  the  debt  incurred  in  the  construction,  over  capital  paid 
in. — This  however  has  been  done,  leaving  a  cash  balance  of  a 
few  hundred  Dollars  on  hand,  with  somewhat  improved 
prospects  for  the  future. 


John  W.  Ellis  to  Ellwood  Morris.*2 

Executive  Office 
Raleigh,  April  30th/59. 

The  Board  of  Managers  for  the  Cape  Fear  &  Deep  River 
Navigation  works  wish  you  to  proceed  at  an  early  day  to  an 
examination  of  the  works,  with  a  view  to  their  preservation  and 
reconstruction. 

They  particularly  desire  that  you  will  examine  them  first, 
in  order  to  ascertain  whether  the  present  works  can  be  placed 
in  a  condition  to  admit  of  a  speedy  navigation  of  the  River  with 
steam  boats  and  barges  and  what  will  be  the  probable  cost  of 
the  repairs  necessary  to  accomplish  this  object.  After  which 
they  desire  that  you  will  make  a  careful  survey  of  the  Cape 
Fear  &  Deep  rivers  from  Fayetteville  to  the  uppermost  lock  & 
dam,  and  to  lay  before  the  Board  such  plans  and  estimates  as 
may  be  necessary  for  a  reconstruction  of  these  works  in  a 
permanent  and  substantial  manner,  so  as  to  afford  good  slack 
water  navigation  upon  the  rivers  for  vessels  of  the  description 
named.  You  will  also  ascertain  the  depth  of  water  it  will  be 
practicable  to  obtain  upon  this  work. 


62This  letter  is  taken  from  the  Papers  of  the  Literary  Board  and  Literary 
Fund,  State  Department  of  Archives  and  History,  Raleigh. 
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Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

[May  3,  1859] 

I  beg  to  advise  you  of  my  arrival  here,  and  interview  with 
Mr  Cassidey,63  also  with  Mr  MacRae,64  Engineer. 

From  the  statements  of  these  gentlemen  of  the  difficulty  of 
access  to  many  of  the  works  on  Cape  Fear  &  Deep  Rivers,  I 
have  now  little  doubt,  that  our  preliminary  examination  shall 
occupy  some  10  or  12  days  from  this  date. 

We  leave  tomorrow  at  9  A.M.  per  steamer  Flora  for  Fayette- 
ville,  whence  I  will  have  the  honor  of  again  addressing  your 
Excellency. — I  have  already  met  many  friendly  advisers,  but 
my  policy  is,  to  see  &  judge  for  myself,  while  at  the  same  time 
willing  to  listen  courteously  to  all. 

Wilmington  N.  C. 
May  3rd,  1859 

/.  M.  Misenhimer^  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Philalaethian  Hall 

N.  Carolina  College 

May  4/1859. 

It  affords  me  no  ordinary  deegree  of  informing  you  that  at 
last  meeting  you  were  elected  an  honorary  member  of  the 
Philalaethian  Society. 

The  object  of  our  association  is  mental  improvement  in 
Composition  Declamation  and  Debate. 

And  that  we  may  the  more  efectually  carry  out  this  object, 
we  desire  to  secure  the  aid  and  influence  of  litterary  men  by 
associaating  them  with  us  as  honorary  members.  Hoping  by  a 


63James   Cassidey. 

64Henry  MacRae,  at  this  time  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Cape  Fear  and  Deep 
River  Navigation  Company.  Proceedings  C.F.&D.R.  Navigation  Co.,  1858,  10. 

65North  Carolina  College  at  Mt.  Pleasant  was  chartered  January,  1859; 
it  was  formally  the  Western  Carolina  Male  Academy,  founded  in  1854, 
under  the  control  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  North  Carolina. 
A  student  by  the  name  of  M.  Misenhimer  was  listed  in  the  Junior  Class 
in  the  catalog  for  1857-1858.  Catalogue  of  Western  Carolina  Male  Academy, 
Mt.  Pleasant,  N.C.,  1857-58  (Salisbury:  J.  J.  Bruner,  Book  and  Job 
Printer,  1857),  7-11. 
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favorable  response  you  will  affords  us  the  pleasure  of  enrolling 
your  name  on  our  list  of  honorary  members. 

P.O. 

Adress 
Mt  Pleasant 
Cabarrus  Co 
N  C 


Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Fayetteville  N.C. 
May  5th  1859. 

I  have  the  honor  to  advise  you  that  Mr  Cassidey66  &  myself 
reached  here  this  day  at  11  A.M.  after  a  pleasant  trip  of  24 
hours  from  Wilmington. 

Mr  MacRae67  Engineer  is  in  company  with  the  view  (as  I 
understand)  of  making  a  final  audit  of  the  a/c  of  Major  Morel68 
late  Contractor. 

Mr  Cassidey  &  I,  have  already  viewed  the  dam  &  lock  near 
this  place  and  propose  to  leave  here  early  tomorrow  in  a  small 
skiff,  and  view  the  navigation  by  water,  throughout  its  extent. 


Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

At  Dr  William's69 
Harnett  Co :  N.C. 
May  8th  1859. 

I  have  the  honor  to  advise  you,  that  Mr  Cassidey  &  myself 
completed  our  examination  last  evening,  as  far  as  the  11th  Dam 
from  Fayetteville  (Northing tons)  45  miles  above  Cross  Creek, 
and  leave  in  our  batteau  tomorrow,  expecting  to  reach  Lockville 
on  Deep  River,  in  the  course  of  tomorrow. 


66James  Cassidey. 

67Henry  MacRae. 

68William  H.  Morell,  of  New  York,  at  this  time  a  contractor  retained 
to  make  improvements  on  the  Cape  Fear  and  Deep  River  Navigations 
Works.  Proceedings  C.F.&D.R.  Navigation  Co.,  1858,  7-9. 

69Unable  to  identify. 
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From  there,  I  will  write  again,  &  endeavour  to  inform  your 
Excellency  when  we  shall  probably  reach  Raleigh,  as  Mr 
Cassidey  thinks  it  likely,  your  Excellency  may  wish  to  convene 
the  Commissioners,  to  hear  my  Report,  &  decide  upon  your 
policy,  relative  to  these  works. 

Many  of  the  locks,  are  far  advanced  in  decay  while  the  dams 
seem  to  be  in  tolerably  good  order. 


Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Lockville 

Chatham  Co.  N.C. 
May  9th  1859. 

I  beg  to  advise  your  Excellency  that  Mr  Cassidey  &  I,  arrived 
here  this  afternoon,  &  leave  in  the  morning  in  our  batteau  for 
the  head  of  navigation  which  we  expect  to  reach  in  two  days 
more. 

We  expect  to  reach  Raleigh  on  Friday  or  Saturday  next,  and 
if  your  Excellency  sees  fit  to  convene  the  commissioners  for  any 
day  after  Tuesday  next  May  17th,  I  will  be  ready  to  report. 

I  regret  to  inform  you,  that  the  works  are  so  dilapidated,  that 
their  reparation  alone  will  I  fear  exhaust  the  means  at  your 
command,  so  as  to  leave  nothing  for  construction,  tho'  probably 
enough  for  the  plans  &  surveys  contemplated  in  the  second  head 
of  your  instructions. 


Caleb  Phifer70  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Concord  N.C.  May  9  1859. 

Having  noticed  an  article  published  in  the  newspapers  that 
the  Governor  of  our  State  had  addressed  enquiries  to  the 
different  Presidents  of  our  Rail  Roads  on  the  propriety  of  their 
running  through  trains  in  order  to  expedite  and  cheapen  their 
freights  as  I  deem  this  a  very  important  matter  to  the  best 


70Caleb  Phifer  (1810-1878),  engaged  in  merchandising  in  Concord,  North 
Carolina;  member  of  House  of  Commons  from  Cabarrus  County,  1844; 
member  of  State  Constitutional  Convention,  1861-1862.  Wheeler,  Rem- 
iniscences, LXVI. 
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interest  of  our  State  and  as  I  have  been  &  expect  to  continue 
in  transporting  considerable  produce  over  Rail  Roads  to  the 
Sea  shore  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  giving  my  views  on  the 
Subject — I  profess  to  have  no  partickular  segacety  in  the  matter 
but  a  word  sometimes  even  from  the  unwise  may  have  wisdom 
in  it 

My  opinion  is  that  dispatch  on  the  transportation  of  freight 
is  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  the  shipper  and  the  route 
that  gives  them  quick  return  and  with  certainty  will  have  great 
advantage  over  those  roads  that  are  slow  and  uncertain  as 
cabarrus  County  is  just  about  half  way  which  end  of  the  road 
is  the  most  expeditious  even  at  the  same  rates  will  get  our 
Freight 

Take  the  Cotton  trade  for  illustration — it  is  known  to  be  a 
very  precarious  uncertain  trade  and  dispatch  is  all  important 
to  the  dealer  with  a  certainty  of  arriving  at  Wilmington  in  3 
days  I  think  it  would  insure  2  to  3  thousand  Bales  of  Cotton  to 
be  sent  over  that  end  of  the  road 

As  regards  the  rates  of  Freight  every  business  man  knows 
in  order  to  compete  successfully  with  his  opponent  in  business 
he  must  Sell  as  low  as  his  neighbour  I  assume  this  as  a  fixed 
fact  that  Salisbury  is  one  of  the  principle  points  for  freight  on 
the  No  Carolina  Rail  Road  and  Charlotte  on  the  Charlotte  & 
Columbia  Rail  Road  which  compete  for  the  Freight  west  of 
Salisbury  it  is  important  for  Salisbury  that  her  in  &  out  Freight 
to  the  seaboard  East  should  be  as  low  or  nearly  as  low  as  from 
Charlotte  to  Charleston  as  it  now  stands,  a  Hogshead  of  molasses 
cost  from  Willmington  to  Salisbury  $13.50 

"     from  Charleston  to  Charlotte  7.00 

a  sack  of  salt  from  Wilmington  to  Sal.  1.10 

"     "     "     "     from  Charleston  to  Charlotte       .60 
Nails  from  Wilmington  to  Salisby  1.00 

"     Charleston  to  Charlote  .56 

Lime  is  Sold  in  Charlote  1.75^  pr  Bl 

Freight  on  lime  from  W  to  Salisby  1.50  or  1.60^ 

Flour  from  Salisbury  to  Wilmington  .94 

"         "      Charlote  to  Charleston  .70 

Wheat   "      Salisbury  to  Wilmington  .22 

"  Charlote  to  Columbia  .16 

Corn  Charlote  to  Columbia  .08 

Salisbury  to  Columbia  .15 
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All  the  produce  of  the  country  the  same  difference  is  made — 
this  difference  enables  Charlotte  to  get  the  trade  west  of  Salis- 
bury I  am  told  the  trade  is  now  being  carried  by  waggons  from 
about  Statesville  to  Charlotte 

Concord  is  drained  by  Charlotte  and  also  the  old  channell 
of  trade  to  Cheraw  is  now  being  opened  Mount  Pleast  has  her 
goods  hauled  from  Cheraw  and  I  understand  Gold  Hill  finds  it 
her  interest  to  get  her  goods  via  Cheraw 

The  argument  has  been  the  road  had  better  loose  our  freights 
than  lower  the  freights  about  High  Point  &  Greensboro — I  think 
here  again  the  Coldfield  Road  will  have  a  tendency  to  take  the 
Freight  towards  Fayetteville 

What  we  want  is  for  the  North  Carolina  Rail  Road  to  carry 
our  Freight  as  low  as  we  can  get  it  down  South  which  they  do 
not  do  even  with  the  high  Freight  from  here  to  Charlotte 

Last  year  I  made  an  arrangement  with  Mr  Fisher71  to  take 
cotton  from  here  to  Wilmington  at  250  pr  Bale  the  printed  rates 
being  some  S/1/^  to  350  pr  Bale  the  consequence  was  I  sent 
more  than  600  Bales  over  the  road  I  found  Wilmington  as  good 
a  market  as  Charleston  I  done  better  as  we  had  quicker  sales 
and  I  think  if  I  could  deliver  cotton  in  Wilmington  in  3  days 
I  could  send  2  thousand  Bales  next  Season  over  the  N  C  Road — 
Cabarrus  produces  about  4  thousand  Bales  a  portion  of  this 
will  be  sold  to  manufacturers  but  with  increased  facilities  here 
most  of  the  manufactures  would  go  to  Charlotte 

I  neglected  to  mention  another  fact  at  the  proper  time  the 
distance  by  Rail  Road  from  Salisbury  to  Wilmington — 260  miles 
From  Charlotte  to  Charleston  245  miles  I  do  not  think  this  small 
difference  on  distance  should  make  so  much  difference  in  Freight 
as  is  now  made. 

Mr  Fisher  says  in  one  of  his  reports  that  he  expects  the 
great  valley  of  the  Catawba  will  add  much  to  increase  Freight 
on  the  No  Ca  Road — I  do  not  think  so  if  waggons  find  it  their 
interest  to  haul  it  from  Statesville  to  Charlotte 

We  are  aware  that  a  reduction  of  Freight  is  an  important 
matter  to  our  road  I  desire  that  the  rate  of  Freight  to  be  adopted 
wich  will  bring  the  most  money  If  a  reduction  of  Freight  should 
bring  the  same  amount  of  income  to  the  Road  in  that  event  I 
would  of  course  go  for  a  reduction 

I  hope  you  will  give  this  subject  your  earnest  attention  I 


71Charles  F.  Fisher. 
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hope  all  North  Carolineans  go  for  the  best  interest  of  the  old 
North  State  and  I  desire  to  see  the  products  of  our  soil  trans- 
ported on  our  own  roads 


James  Buchanan12  to  John  W.  Ellis  et  al.ls 

Washington  City,  May  12,  1859. 

I  have  been  honored  by  your  very  kind  invitation  on  the  part 
of  the  Trustees  of  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  to  visit 
Chapel  Hill  at  the  annual  Commencement  in  June  next. 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  say  that  I  cordially  and  gratefully 
accept  this  invitation.  I  have  long  desired  to  visit  "the  old  North 
State,"  and  become  better  acquainted  with  a  people  for  whom 
I  have  ever  entertained  the  highest  respect  and  esteem.  The 
occasion  being  literary,  and  not  political,  is  just  such  [a]  one  as 
I  should  myself  have  selected. 


B.  F.  Grady74  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Wilmington  May  13,  1859. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  Cape  Fear 
held  here  yesterday,  I,  as  proxy  for  the  State,  reappointed  P  K 
Dickinson,  John  Walker,75  William  S  Ashe  &  John  L  Holmes,76 
Esqrs,  Directors,  which  I  believe  has  given  general  satisfaction 
here.  James  Anderson,  Esq.77  was  appointed  in  place  of  the  late 
Dr  De  Rosset.78  A  proposition  was  made  to  divide  a  portion  of 
the  surplus  fund  of  the  Bank,  amounting  to  $377,000,  which  I 


72This  letter  is  taken  from  the  Wilmington  Journal,  May  20,  1859. 

73The  committee  to  invite  the  President  was  as  follows:  John  W.  Ellis, 
Charles  Manly,  Thomas  Bragg,  John  H.  Bryan,  W.  W.  Holden,  D.  W. 
Courts,  D.  L.  Swain,  Thomas  Ruffin,  David  S.  Reid,  John  M.  Morehead, 
William  A.  Graham,  W.  W.  Avery,  Robert  B.  Gilliam.  Wilmington 
Journal,  May  20,  1859. 

74B.  F.  Grady,  resident  of  Wilmington  at  this  time.  Tuther,  Wilmington 
Directory,  39. 

"Major  John  Walker,  resident  of  Wilmington.  Tuther,  Wilmington 
Directory,  85. 

76John  L.  Holmes,  admitted  to  the  bar,  1841;  became  a  prominent  lawyer 
in  Wilmington.  Sprunt,  Chronicles  of  the  Cape  Fear,  187,  566. 

77James  Anderson,  commission  merchant  of  the  firm  of  Anderson  and 
Savage  at  9  South  Water  Street,  Wilmington.  Tuther,  Wilmington 
Directory,  19. 

78Armand  J.  DeRosset  II. 
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was  in  favor  of,  as  the  State  receives  no  tax  on  it ;  but  it  did  not 
pass,  as  a  large  majority  of  the  private  stockholders  voted 
against  it,  for  the  reason  that  it  was  being  used  as  banking 
capital  without  being  taxed.  A  resolution  was  passed  by  the 
stockholders  in  1815,  and  renewed  in  1834,  allowing  any  Director 
to  borrow  $5,000  upon  giving  good  security  &  paying  the  interest 
thereon ;  this  resolution  was  unanimously  rescinded.  A  resolution 
was  passed  prohibiting  the  discounting  of  Wind  drafts,  which 
I  think  was  just  and  proper. 

So  far  as  I  was  capable  of  judging,  in  the  short  time  [I]  had 
for  an  examination  into  the  affairs  of  the  institution,  I  believe 
it  has  been  generally  pretty  well  managed  during  the  past  year, 
and  is  in  sound  condition. 


George  W.  Munford19  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.L.B. 

Richmond  May  13,  1859. 
Executive  Department. 

I  am  instructed  by  the  Gov.  to  inform  your  Excellency  that 
he  has  appointed  Fulkes  G.  Smith,80  Esq.  the  Commissioner  on 
the  part  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Va,  to  run  and  mark  the 
boundary  line  between  the  States  of  North  Carolina  and  Vir- 
ginia in  conjunction  with  the  Commissioner  on  the  part  of 
North  Carolina. 

The  Governor  desires  your  Excellency  will  designate  the  time 
and  place  of  meeting  for  the  Commissioners. 


John  W.  Ellis  to  L.  S.  Williams81 

Executive  Office, 

Raleigh,  N.C.,  May  15,  1859. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  kind  invitation  to  a 
military  party  to  be  given  by  the  Hornet's  Nest  Rifle  Company, 

"George  W.  Munford  (1803-1882),  Clerk  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Dele- 
gates, 1825-1852;  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  1852-1865.  George  W. 
Munford,  The  Two  Parsons;  Cupid's  Sports;  The  Dream;  and  The  Jewels 
of  Virginia   (Richmond,  Virginia:  J.D.K.  Sleight,  1884)   9-22. 

80Unable  to  identify. 

81This  letter  is  taken  from  the  Semi-Weekly  Standard,  May  28,  1859. 
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and  also  to  a  military  dinner,  to  be  given  on  the  20th  instant,  at 
Charlotte,  and  in  reply,  regret  to  say  that  imperative  engage- 
ments will  prevent  my  attendance. 

I  should  have  been  most  happy  to  have  participated  with  you 
on  the  20th,  in  the  celebration  of  that  great  event  in  the  history 
of  our  State,  to  which  we  look  back  with  so  much  pride,  and 
which  has  distinguished  our  ancestors  among  the  illustrious 
men  of  the  revolution,  and  I  assure  you  that  none  other  than  the 
most  pressing  engagements  should  have  prevented  my  attendance. 

Express  to  the  Hornet's  Nest  Riflemen,  my  thanks  for  their 
kind  invitation,  and  for  yourself,  personally,  accept  my  warmest 
regards. 


Calvin  H.  Wiley,  Columbus  C.  Cole82  and  G.P. 

«/.  D.  Campbell83  to  John  W.  Ellis. 

Greensboro'  N.C. 
May  18th  1859— 

As  you  are  already  aware,  the  North  Carolina  Educational 
Association  will  meet  in  New-Berne  on  the  evening  of  Tuesday 
the  14th  day  of  June. 

After  the  transaction  of  the  business  of  the  Association,  dele- 
gates &  visitors,  who  wish  to  go,  will  be  carried  on  an  excursion 
to  Beaufort,  the  ladies  &  gentlemen  of  which  place  will  furnish 
a  Pic-Nic  to  the  visitors  at  Fort  Macon.  In  the  evening  the  party 
will  visit  Beaufort,  &  hold  a  meeting  in  the  Methodist  Church 
at  candle  light,  to  hear  an  address. 

On  the  part  of  the  Association  we  cordially  invite  you  to  attend 
the  meeting  in  New-Berne ;  &  permit  us  to  assure  you  that  your 
presence  in  our  midst  would  be  highly  gratifying  to  our  fellow- 
members,  &  to  ourselves. 


82Columbus  C.  Cole,  founder  of  a  temperance  paper  in  Greensboro  known 
as  the  Guardian,  1855,  changed  to  a  family  newspaper  called  the  Greens- 
boro Times,  1856;  first  eight-page  newspaper  in  the  State,  1859;  Lieutenant 
Colonel,  Twenty-Second  Regiment,  North  Carolina  Infantry,  killed  at 
Chancellorsville,  1863.  Ethel  Stephens  Arnett,  Greensboro,  North  Carolina, 
The  County  Seat  of  Guilford  (Chapel  Hill:  The  University  of  North 
Carolina  Press,  1955),  246;  Clark,  North  Carolina  Regiments,  V,  11. 

83J.  D.  Campbell,  resident  editor  of  the  North  Carolina  Journal  of 
Education,  printed  in  Greensboro,  1857.  Johnson,  Ante-Bellum  North  Caro- 
lina, 799.  Campbell  was  also  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
North  Carolina  Educational  Association. 
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This  gratification  would  be  enhanced  if  you  would  consent 
to  deliver  an  address;  &  we  leave  it  to  your  option  whether  to 
speak  in  New-Berne,  or  Beaufort. 

If  your  official  duties  will  not  permit  you  to  attend  our  regular 
meeting  you  could  perhaps,  be  in  Beaufort  in  time  to  deliver 
an  address  there.  If  you  can — &  will  permit  us  to  announce  the 
fact — we  believe  that  you  will  have  a  large  audience. 

There  will  be  no  business  of  the  Association  transacted  in 
Beaufort;  &  we  desire  to  have  but  one  address  there,  &  that  will 
come  most  appropriately  from  the  first  Officer  of  the  State,  & 
the  friend  of  all  her  interests,  &  of  every  section. 

We  will  be  obliged  to  you  for  a  very  early  answer;  &  if  you 
can  go  either  to  New-Berne  or  Beaufort  we  will  arrange  matters 
so  as  to  let  you  know  what  day  to  leave  Raleigh  so  as  to  suit  our 
movements. 

Please  exhibit  your  answer  to  the  Editors  of  the  Standard, 
before  you  send  it  to  us,  that  they  may  announce  your  intended 
visit  as  soon  as  possible. 

They  have  full  instructions  from  us,  in  this  matter. 

Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

[May  22,  1859] 

I  beg  leave  to  continue  my  plan  of  keeping  your  Excellency 
advised  of  our  movements  by  brief  letters  from  time  to  time. 

I  arrived  here  on  Friday  night  last  in  company  with  Messrs 
Cassidey  and  Nixon84 — next  day  we  viewed  the  Steamboat  & 
Barges,  and  came  to  an  understanding  about  the  Repairs  & 
Equipments  needed — which  those  Gentlemen  undertook  to  have 
accomplished. 

I  also  furnished  a  brief  list  of  Tools  which  we  need  to  com- 
mence operations  with. 

On  Monday  I  leave  for  the  North,  and  there  will  make  arrange- 
ments to  obtain  the  Pumps,  needed  for  bailing  water — these 
will  be  driven  from  the  power  of  the  Steamboat  by  a  plan  we 
have  devised. 


84Nicholas  N.  Nixon,  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  New 
Hanover  County,  1848;  President  of  the  Wilmington  and  Topsail  Plank 
Road  Company,  1853;  at  this  time  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Cape  Fear  and  Deep  River  Navigation  Company.  Connor,  Manual,  1913, 
724;  Proceedings  C.F.&D.R.  Navigation  Co.,  1858,  4-5;  Semi-Weekly  North 
Carolina  Standard,  February  19,  1853. 
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I  have  been  informed  by  Some,  that  a  moderate  force  may 
be  raised  in  &  about  this  town  &  have  written  to  Mr  London85 
on  that  point.  Great  interest  is  felt  here  in  Deep  River  Works, 
and  the  best  wishes  for  our  success. 
Wilmington,  N.C. 
May  22,  1859 


John  W.  Ellis  to  David  L.  Swain.  U-Swain. 

Executive  Office 
Raleigh  May  24th  1859. 

We  have  a  letter  from  the  President.86  He  cant  possibly  leave 
Washington  before  Monday  afternoon  at  3  o'clock.  This  will 
bring  him  to  Raleigh  at  6  p.m.  on  Tuesday,  where  he  will  remain 
till  the  next  day.  Leaving  here  on  Wednesday  morning  at  7  A.M. 
he  will  reach  Chapel  Hill  at  1  p.m. 

If  you  could  defer  the  morning  oration  till  12  o'clock  we 
might  be  able  to  get  there  by  that  hour.  In  case  you  do  not 
defer  the  morning  oration,  let  me  know  whether  1  o'clock  will 
Suit  you  as  the  hour  of  arrival  at  the  Hill.  If  not,  Say  what 
hour  you  will  prefer.  We  will  proceed  at  once  to  your  House 
with  the  President,  where  a  formal  reception  may  be  desired; 
in  which  case,  you  will  be  expected  to  make  the  reception  speech. 

We  would  be  glad  to  have  all  the  vehicles  on  the  Hill  out  at 
Durham's  Depot  by  9  o'clock  on  Wednesday  morning. 

The  military  are  anxious  to  participate  in  the  reception.  We 
may  have  some  300  picked  volunteers  in  Raleigh  from  various 
points  of  the  State.  They  will  make  a  handsome  Show.  The 
citizens  of  Raleigh  have  taken  Steps  to  provide  for  their  Support 
here.  If  provision  be  made  for  them  at  the  Hill  &  I  am  advised 
of  it — and  it  be  thought  desirable,  I  will  order  them  to  attend, 
otherwise  they  will  be  discharged  at  Raleigh.  Nothing  but  meals 
would  be  expected  as  they  have  their  own  tents. 

Let  me  hear  from  you  soon.  My  engagements  prevented  my 
seeing  you  before  leaving  Raleigh. 


^Henry  A.  London  (1808-1882),  merchant  of  Pittsboro,  North  Carolina; 
Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Cape  Fear  and  Deep  River  Navigation  Company. 
Grant,  Alumni  History  of  U.N.C.,  372;  Battle,  History  of  the  University, 
I,  323. 

86James  Buchanan. 
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David  L.  Swain  to  John  W.  Ellis,  U-Swain. 

Chapel  Hill,  24  May  1859. 

Your  letter  of  this  date  was  received  by  this  evening's  mail. 

Col.  Barringer,87  Judge  Battle88  and  Mr.  Cameron89  members 
of  the  Board  of  Visitors  are  in  attendance  upon  the  examination 
of  our  classes  and  I  have  availed  myself  of  the  opportunity  this 
afforded  to  ascertain  their  opinions  on  all  the  points  of  enquiry, 
inclosed  in  your  letter  and  find  there  is  no  diversity  of  sentiment 
among  us. 

The  influx  of  visitors  at  the  approaching  commencement,  will 
probably  be  so  great  that  we  cannot  venture  to  invite  or  advise 
the  attendance  of  the  military  companies  who  are  expected  to 
meet  the  President90  at  Raleigh. 

We  entertain  the  opinion  that  it  is  not  advisable  to  change 
either  the  time  or  the  order  of  the  exercises  on  Wednesday.  For 
a  long  series  of  years  the  address  to  the  Literary  Societies,  has 
been  delivered  about  11  in  the  forenoon.  The  Alumni  Association 
will  meet  at  12.  and  the  regular  exercise  will  occupy  quite  an 
hour,  leaving  little  time  enough  to  dine,  and  rest  before  forming 
the  evening  precession  preparatory  to  the  delivery  of  the  address 
to  the  Alumni  Association.  We  think  it  exceedingly  desirable 
that  the  President  shall  hear  Mr.  MacRae91  as  well  as  Dr. 
Hooper,92  and  that  no  reasonable  pains  should  be  spared  to 
effect  this  result.  Mr.  Cameron  suggests  that  if  the  President 
shall  determine  to  pass  Tuesday  night  in  Raleigh,  Mr.  Fisher93 
will  at  your  request  provide  a  train  to  carry  him  and  his 
attendants  to  Durhams  at  5,  which  will  enable  him  to  reach  here 


87Daniel  M.  Barringer. 

88William  Horn  Battle  (1802-1879),  graduate  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  1820;  admitted  to  the  bar,  1825;  member  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons from  Franklin  County,  1833-1834;  Judge  of  the  North  Carolina 
Superior  Court,  1840-1852;  Associate  Justice  of  the  North  Carolina  Supreme 
Court,  1852-1868;  professor  of  law  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina, 
1845-1868,  1877-1879.  Ashe,  Biographical  History,  VI,  20-25. 

89Paul  C.  Cameron  (1808-1891),  planter;  financier;  member  of  the  State 
Senate  from  Orange  County,  1856;  trustee  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  1858-1868,  1875-1891;  president  of  the  North  Carolina  Railroad, 
1861,  at  which  time  he  is  reported  to  have  had  1,900  slaves  and  to  have 
been  the  wealthiest  man  in  North  Carolina.  Ashe,  Biographical  History, 
III,  48-56. 

90James  Buchanan. 

91Duncan  K.  MacRae. 

92William  Hooper  (1792-1876),  graduate  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  1809;  Episcopal  minister,  1819-1831;  teacher;  President  of  Wake 
Forest  College,  1846-1848.  Grant,  Alumni  History  of  U.N.C.,  296. 

93Charles  F.  Fisher. 
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in  time  to  serve  our  purposes.  If  the  plans  shall  be  accepted  it 
may  be  desirable,  to  have  breakfast  provided  at  Durhams.  There 
will  be  no  time,  nor  opportunity  for  a  formal  reception,  as  the 
President  cannot  under  any  circumstances,  come  from  in  Raleigh 
in  time.  He  will  have  to  proceed  to  the  Chapel,  as  soon  as  he 
gets  here. 


John  W.  Ellis  to  Edwin  D.  Hall?*  AGLB 

Executive  Office 
Raleigh,  May  25th  1859. 

I  am  in  the  receipt  of  a  telegram  of  this  day  from  yourself 
and  members  of  the  Wilmington  Light  Infantry  Company,  vol- 
unteering your  services  upon  the  occasion  of  receiving  the 
President  of  the  United  States  on  Tuesday  next  the  31st  inst, — 
and  in  reply  beg  leave  to  say  that  your  patriotic  offer  is  grate- 
fully accepted. 

You  will  therefore  report  yourself  at  the  head  of  your 
Company  at  Weldon  on  Tuesday  next  the  31st  inst  at  10  o.clock 
a.m.  subject  to  further  orders. 


John  W.  Ellis  to  David  L.  Swain.  U-Swain. 

Raleigh  May  25th  1859. 

Your  favor  came  duly  to  hand  this  day.  We,  possibly,  may  be 
able  to  reach  Chapel  Hill  at  an  earlier  hour  on  Wednesday 
morning  than  that  stated  in  my  last.  If  so,  you  shall  be  duly 
advised  of  it.  It  would  not  be  possible  to  reach  there  on  Tuesday 
night. 

The  time  is  so  short  I  have  concluded  not  to  call  out  the  mil- 
itary companies  as  I  designed  doing  when  I  last  wrote. 

I  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  again  this  week.  If  anything 
new  transpires  I  will  write  you  again. 

We  leave  here  for  Weldon  by  special  train  on  Monday  after- 


94Edwin  D.  Hall,  Captain  of  the  Wilmington  Light  Infantry.  This  military 
company  "added  much  to  the  ceremonies."  Battle,  History  of  the  University, 
I,  705.  * 
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noon.  The  President95  will  reach  Weldon  at  IOV2   o'clock  on 
Tuesday. 


John  W.  Ellis  to  David  L.  Swain.  U-Swain. 

Raleigh  May  26th  1859. 

Your  favor  of  to  day  is  duly  at  hand  and  I  hasten  to  reply. 

Gov.  Bragg,96  Mr.  Branch97  &  myself  upon  consultation,  to  day, 
fixed  upon  the  schedule  of  travel  for  the  President  which  will 
appear  in  tomorrow's  Standard. 

With  every  desire  to  have  the  President98  to  arrive  at  the 
Hill  early  on  Wednesday  morning,  we  unanimously  concluded, 
upon  consultation,  that  it  could  not  be  done. 

The  President  made  a  special  request  of  Mr.  Branch  that  he 
should  be  subjected  to  as  little  fatique  as  possible,  which  is 
most  natural  considering  his  age.  He  could  not  retire  to  rest 
here  on  Tuesday  night  before  eleven  o'clock,  and  to  start  at  four 
next  morning,  would  require  him  to  rise  at  3,  which  would 
leave  but  4  hours  for  sleep.  Considering  his  having  travelled 
the  night  before,  this  would  be  imposing  a  fatique  which  he 
might  not  expect.  Besides,  while  at  the  Hill  he  will  be  allmost 
Constantly  engaged. 

We  will  leave  here  on  Wednesday  morning  at  a  quarter  before 
9  o'clock  and  expect  to  reach  the  University  at  a  quarter  past 
one.  We  could  by  hurrying,  reach  the  Hill  by  12  o'clock,  but 
concluded  the  above  would  be  a  better  hour. 

It  is  impossible  for  the  President  to  pass  through  the  country 
without  making  some  pause  to  receive  the  greetings  of  the 
people,  and  for  this  purpose,  a  stop  of  a  few  minutes  will 
be  made  at  each  station  along  the  road.  The  people  expect  to 
have  an  opportunity  to  see  the  President,  as  they  consider  that 
his  visit  is  made  in  part  to  them,  and  will  be  disappointed  if 
they  be  not  allowed  this  opportunity.  These  are  among  the 
reasons  that  operated  upon  us  in  making  the  arrangements  above 
specified.  Under  all  the  circumstances,  they  are,  we  think,  the 
best  that  can  be  made  consistently  with  the  comfort  of  the 


95James  Buchanan. 
96Thomas  Bragg. 
97Lawrence  O'Bryan  Branch. 
98James  Buchanan. 
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President.  We  apprehend  some  difficulty  in  procuring  vehicles  at 
Durham's  to  accommodate  the  company.  But  few  can  be  had 
there. 

John  W.  Ellis  to  E.  Myers."  UNC. 

Raleigh  May  26th  1859— 

Herewith  I  send  the  drafts  duly  signed.  Please  write  me  as 
to  the  matter  in  a  few  days. 

I  will  leave  here  the  order  of  proceedings  on  Tuesday  next. 
See  the  last  Standard  for  the  programme.  Mr  Daves100  will  be 
here  and  will  secure  the  hackes  for  you. 

We  will  only  be  at  Weldon  a  few  minutes.  The  principal  recep- 
tion will  be  at  this  place.  On  Tuesday  night  we  may  have  some 
military  exercises  in  the  Capital  Square.  The  Orange  guards  will 
be  down.  No  news. 

John  W.  Ellis  to  Henry  A.  Wise.  G.L.B. 

Executive  Office, 
Raleigh,  June  13th,  1859. 

I  have  appointed  the  Hon  John  Hill101  as  Commissioner  on 
behalf  the  State  of  N.C.  to  run  and  mark  the  dividing  line  be- 
tween this  state  &  Virginia.  I  have  furthermore  notified  him  to 
meet  your  Commissioner  at  Danville  Va  on  Thursday  the  7th  July 
proximo  to  make  arrangements  to  organize  the  joint  Commission 
as  provided  for  by  the  Statutes  of  the  two  States  named. 

John  Hill  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Germanton,  Stokes  Co.  N.C. 
June  17th  1859. 

I  have  just  received  from  you  the  appointment  of  Commis- 
sioner on  the  part  of  this  State  to  superintend  the  survey  and 

"Probably  Ezekiel  Myers. 

100Graham  Daves. 

101John  Hill  (1797-1861),  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Stokes 
County,  1819-1822;  member  of  the  State  Senate,  1823,  1825-1826,  1830-1831; 
member  of  the  U.S.  Congress,  1839-1841.  Biographical  Directory  of 
Congress,  1,053. 


A  miniature,  by  J.  Henry  Brown,  of  Mary  White  as  a  young  girl.  Original 
in  the  Catherine  Walden  Myer  Collection,  Smithsonian  Institution,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 
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running"  of  the  boundary  line  between  the  States  of  North 
Carolina  &  Virginia,  according  to  the  provisions  of  an  act  of 
the  last  General  Assembly. 

I  feel  grateful  for  the  confidence  reposed  in  me  and  for  the 
honor  which  you  were  pleased  to  confer  upon  me.  But  my  health 
is  not  sufficiently  good  to  justify  me  in  undertaking  the  per- 
formance of  the  duties  and  labors  devolving  upon  me  by  the 
appointment.  I  must  therefore  respectfully  decline  its  acceptance. 


Duncan  G.  MacRae  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Fayetteville  N  C 
June  21st  1859. 

The  late  rains  have  developed  the  fact,  that  the  roof  of  the 
State  arsenal  is  greatly  in  want  of  repair.  It  leaks  badly,  and  as 
the  covering  has  been  on  since  1822  you  may  form  some  opinion 
of  its  condition. 

I  had  a  carpenter  to  look  at  it  yesterday  and  he  estimates  it 
will  cost  $45  to  $50  to  furnish  every  thing  and  shingle  it  anew. 

The  preservation  of  the  public  property  requires  it,  shall  it 
be  done? 

John  W.  Ellis  to  John  B.  Floyd.102  NA-156 

Executive  Office 
Raleigh  June  22d  1859. 

We  have  in  the  armories  of  this  State  a  number  of  flint  lock 
muskets  which  are  wholly  useless  to  us  from  the  fact  that  the 
militia  are  unwilling  to  use  them.  The  percussion  musket  and 
rifle  being  the  only  kind  of  arm  in  requisition. 

There  are  in  the  U.S.  Arsenal  at  Fayetteville  a  large  number 
of  percussion  muskets  &  rifles  and  works  have  been  recently 
established  for  the  purpose  of  altering  the  old  Style  of  gun. 

I  have  to  request  of  your  Excellency  to  allow  the  commanding 
officer  at  Fayetteville  to  make  an  exchange  of  guns  with  us  upon 
Such  terms  as  to  your  excellency  may  seem  just. 


102John  B.  Floyd  (1806-1863),  Governor  of  Virginia,  1849-1852;  Secretary 
of  War,  1859-1860;  resigned  to  become  a  Confederate  General.  Dictionary 
of  American  Biography,  VI,  482-483. 
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This  exchange  would  in  my  opinion  carry  out  the  great  design 
of  Congress  in  ordering  a  distribution  of  arms  to  the  militia. 
They  will  not  accept  the  old  arm,  and  those  of  that  description 
now  on  hand  are  thus  rendered  totally  useless. 

We  are  much  in  need  of  both  rifles  and  muskets  in  this  state, 
particularly  the  former  and  I  trust  that  your  excellency  will 
comply  with  this  request. 


John  W.  Ellis103  to  W.  M.  D'Antignac.1** 

Executive  Office,  Raleigh, 
June  26th,  1859. 

Your  favor  of  the  16th  inst.,  inviting  me  to  be  present  at  a 
complimentary  dinner  to  the  Hon.  A.  H.  Stephens,105  at  Augusta 
on  the  2d  day  of  July  next,  is  at  hand,  for  which,  please  accept 
my  thanks. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  official  business  will  prevent  my  being 
with  you  at  the  time  designated.  This  regret  arises  from  the  fact 
that  there  is  no  man  in  this  country  whom  I  would  more  delight 
to  honor  than  your  distinguished  guest.  I  regard  him  as  not  only 
one  of  the  ablest,  but  one  of  the  purest  and  most  reliable  states- 
man in  the  Union;  and  in  this  feeling,  I  am  happy  to  say,  the 
people  of  North-Carolina  participate  without  distinction  of  party. 
As  a  Representative  from  the  State  of  Georgia,  Mr.  Stephens 
has  shown  himself  capable  of  filling  the  highest  positions  under 
the  government;  and  it  is  most  natural  that  his  countrymen 
should  have  their  attention  turned  towards  him  in  connection 
with  such  positions.  Though  the  country  has  lost  the  services  of 
Mr.  Stephens  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  day  is  not  distant  when  he  will  be  called  upon  to  occupy 
a  more  extended  field  of  labor  and  of  usefulness  to  the  public. 

Hoping  that  you  will  have  an  agreeable,  social  gathering  on 
the  2d  prox.,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 


103Letter  taken  from  the  Weekly  Standard,  July  20,  1859. 

104Unable  to  identify. 

105 Alexander  H.  Stephens  (1812-1883),  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress  from 
Georgia,  1843-1859,  1873-1882;  Vice  President  of  the  Confederacy,  1861- 
1865;  Governor  of  Georgia,  1882-1883.  Biographical  Directory  of  Congress 
1,650. 
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Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Averasborough  N.C. 
June  26.  1859. 

I  beg  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  I  reached  this  place  at 
daylight  on  Friday  &  in  company  with  my  assistant  (who  has 
joined  me)  have  made  excursions  on  foot,  and  have  carefully  re- 
examined the  following  Dams  &  Locks,  viz:  nos  4.  (Red  Rock) 
5.  (Haw  Ridge)  6.  (Green  Rock)  7.  (Big  Island)  8.  (Sharp- 
fields)  . 

Haw  Ridge,  &  Green  Rock,  Locks,  are  very  bad;  and  in  addi- 
tion the  left  Abutment  of  Haw  Ridge  Dam,  is  in  a  critical 
condition,  liable  at  any  moment  to  be  swept  out  by  the  river,  in 
consequence  of  the  decayed  state  of  the  timbers,  and  the  upper 
ones  having  already  been  carried  off — it  is  not  difficult  to  secure, 
provided  it  be  soon  taken  in  hand.  The  left  Abutment  at  Green 
Rocks,  is  also  much  decayed,  &  has  in  it  an  incipient  breach. 

Ther  is  a  small  rise  in  the  River,  but  it  is  falling  rapidly. 

I  find  the  few  people  I  have  met  in  this  vicinity,  either  indif- 
ferent, or  hostile,  to  the  works,  and  I  have  not  yet  found  one, 
who  was  willing  to  take  a  contract  either  for  the  delivery  of 
timber,  or  stone,  on  any  terms;  they  are  very  ready  to  discuss 
and  criticise,  but  even  among  the  poorest  whites,  I  perceive  no 
disposition,  to  work. 

It  is  much  to  be  hoped  I  may  find  a  different  states  of  things 
west  of  the  River. 

I  have  proposed  to  measure  our  stone  Packing,  only  on  the 
Boat,  because  it  has  a  level  deck  which  insures  correct  measure- 
ment, and  renders  it  certain  that  we  will  always  receive  whatever 
we  measure. 

Under  various  frivolous  pretexts,  the  people  object  to  this  fair 
system,  but  they  withhold  the  real  ground  of  their  objection, 
which  is  that  measurement  on  land,  on  irregular  ground,  at 
irregular  periods,  and  perhaps  by  different  persons,  favors 
imposition,  on  the  part  of  those  inclined  to  it. 

I  consider  50  cents  a  cubic  yard,  an  ample  price  for  Packing, 
and  as  our  lowest  proposal  is  65c,  (coupled  with  conditions)  it 
is  quite  likely  we  shall  have  to  organize,  a  quarry  force  of  our 
own,  and  I  would  like  to  be  advised,  whether  we  have  the  right 
of  entry,  into  suitable  places,  against  the  owners  consent,  should 
he  refuse  us  permission,  on  application. 


260         N.  C.  Department  of  Archives  and  History 

I  am  througly  inclined  to  the  opinion,  that  even  with  some 
changes  of  our  specifications,  we  shall  not  be  able  to  get  timber 
showing  heart  on  all  sides,  at  less  than  $8.  per  M.  as  I  understand 
that  Mill  Timber,  showing  heart  only  on  one  side,  is  now  worth 
$9.  at  Wilmington,  while  the  cost  of  transit  there,  is  only  esti- 
mated here,  at  50c  per  M. 

An  examination  of  the  existing  works,  conclusively  shows 
the  much  greater  durability  of  Heart  Timber,  and  as  the  country 
is  full  of  it,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  good  policy  to  insist  on  having  it, 
if  $8.  per  M.  will  command  it. 

We  must  also  consider,  that  as  low  water  and  want  of  time 
cuts  us  off  from  Upper  &  Lower  Little  Rivers  (the  main  Timber 
streams)  we  are  thrown  into  the  limited  market,  of  Timber,  in 
reach  of  the  Cape  Fear,  only;  and  this  important  circumstance, 
must  operate  to  raise  the  price  upon  us. 

Should  we  conclude  to  pay  $8.  we  must  try  and  find  our  con- 
tractors for  future  deliveries,  so  as  to  insure  our  ultimate  receipt 
of  all  we  want. 

There  seems  to  be  some  strong  reasons  for  commencing  work, 
at  Haw  Ridge,  or  Green  Rock. 

1.  The  necessity  of  speedy  action  upon  those  points. 

2.  Their  nearness  to  the  points  of  supply  of  timber  &  Packing. 

3.  The  great  difficulty  of  working  down  from  Dam  no  10.  to 
the  lower  works  (nos  1&  2  &c)  the  timber  required;  as  well  as 
the  packing  which  we  may  get  at  nos  5,  6,  &  7.  This  difficulty 
arises  from  the  dilapidation  of  nos  4,  5,  &  6,  which  almost  pre- 
cludes navigation.  Should  we  commence  at  Green  Rock,  or  Haw 
Ridge,  we  would  be  right  at  our  packing  quarries,  and  in  easy 
reach  of  our  Timber  depot,  (which  will  be  (/  think)  at  or  near 
Dam  No.  10.  (Fox  Island)),  and  in  descending  the  river,  we 
would  leave  behind  us  a  good  navigation  through  which  those 
indispensible  supplies,  could  be  drawn  without  embarrassment, 
whereas,  if  we  begin  below,  and  an  accident  happens  between  us, 
&  our  supplies  of  timber  &  stone,  we  should  be  cut  off,  and  well 
nigh  paralized,  as  I  doubt  if  any  prices,  could  just  now  command 
stone  &  timber  at  or  near  Fayetteville, 

Your  Excellency  will  perceive  that  these  reasons,  are  very 
strong,  if  not  irresistible. 

I  leave  here  early  tomorrow  for  Fayetteville,  &  to  Summerville, 
on  Wednesday  to  meet  Mr  London106  &  the  head  men  of  that 
vicinity. 

106Henry  A.  London. 
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P.S.  Our  Pumps  with  the  counter  shafts,  and  Geering,  neces- 
sary to  drive  them,  will  cost  us  something  less  than  $1100.  at 
Philadelphia,  and  I  have  directed  them  to  be  insured  "in  transitu" 
for  $1000.  and  shipped  by  the  earliest  vessel  for  Wilmington,  but 
they  will  not  be  due  at  that  Port  earlier  than  July  10  to  15. — 
Now  whenever  we  secure  an  adequate  supply  of  Labor  &  mate- 
rials, to  begin,  we  shall  commence,  whether  our  Pumps  arrive, 
or  not. 

And,  I  am  now  reminded,  of  another  reason  for  beginning  our 
labors  in  this  vicinity — it  is,  that  we  have  a  lot  of  Timber  of 
our  own  within  easy  reach  to  begin  with — Viz :  A  lot  at  Averas- 
boro'  &  in  Red  Rock  Pool,  and  more  still  at  Col :  McNeills  Land- 
ing (Sharpfields) — probly  enough  for  a  beginning  here,  but 
which  could  only  be  moved  to  lower  points  at  considerable  ex- 
penditure of  money  &  labor. 

I  shall  need  an  Engineers  Level,  and  some  other  implements 
of  our  business,  to  lay  out  the  works  with,  and  I  design  to  order 
these  by  Express,  so  soon  as  I  reach  Wilmington  and  consult 
with  Messrs  Cassidey107  &  Nixon,108  their  cost  will  not  exceed 
$150. 

My  Estimate  of  $5000.  for  Tools  &  Machinery,  may  be  con- 
sidered ample,  tho'  the  bulk  of  it  will  certainly  be  needed. 

Your  Excellency  will  hear  from  me  soon  after  my  visit  to 
Summerville,  as  the  matters  to  be  there  discussed,  are  of  conse- 
quence to  the  progress  of  our  works. 


Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Wilmington  N.C. 
July  3,  1859. 

I  beg  to  Report  to  your  Excellency,  that  I  arrived  here  from 
Fayetteville  (in  the  steamer  Flora,  on  yesterday  at  4^/2  p.m.) 
from  which  place  I  had  not  time  to  write  you. 

On  Wednesday  last  by  agreement,  with  Mr  London109  I  left 
Fayetteville  at  5  a.m.  and  reached  Summerville  at  11  A.M.  with 
the  view  of  meeting  Mr  L.  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  vicinity. 


107James  Cassidey. 
108Nicholas  N.  Nixon. 
109Henry  A.  London. 
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Mr  London,  did  not  come,  altho'  this  formal  engagement  was 
made  at  his  own  time,  and  publicly  announced  by  Parson  Mc- 
Coy,110 at  his  request! 

This  failure,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  had  by  no  means  a  favorable 
influence,  upon  the  people,  after  expecting  to  see  the  Board  rep- 
resented, by  one  of  their  body. 

With,  Parson  McCoy,  Col:  McNeill,111  Col:  Murchison,112 
Gen:  McClean,113  Major  Campbell,114  &  a  few  others,  I  had  a 
full  and  free  conference,  extending  over  the  better  part  of  two 
days. 

With  some  modifications  of  our  specification,  Col :  Murchison, 
declared  his  willingness,  (after  much  negociation)  to  get  out 
say  500  M.  of  squared  timber  at  $6^  deld:  and  this  may  be 
deemed  the  lowest  figure  practicable  at  present. 

Col:  McNeill  will  cut  for  us,  all  that  his  mill  can  make  of 
Sawed  Lumber,  at  $8.  per  M.  and  his  mill  is  the  only  one,  I  know 
of,  that  is  within  our  reach  during  the  Low  Water  season. 

I  conferred  with  several  persons  on  the  subject  of  Hard  Stone 
Packing — and  it  appears,  that  the  best  quarry  is  near  McAllisters 
Dam  (no  9.)  and  that  this  quarry  is,  or  was,  owned  by  the  old 
Co:  but  was  sold  in  1857  under  an  execution  &  bought  in  by 
Mr  Jonathan  Worth115  of  Ashborough,  it  is  doubted  whether  a 
title  sufficient  in  law  passed  to  him,  but  in  any  event  into  that 
quarry  we  shall  have  to  enter,  and  it  is  important  that  I  should 
be  advised  how  far  our  rights  extend,  and  the  process  of  getting 
possession. 


"^Parson  Neill  McKay,  Presbyterian  clergyman;  citizen  of  Harnett 
County;  largest  slave  owner  in  the  County  with  200  slaves,  1860;  first  pastor 
of  Flat  Branch  Presbyterian  Church,  Harnett  County,  1873;  first  pastor  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Dunn,  1889.  Malcolm  Fowler,  They  Passed 
This  Way,  A  Personal  Narrative  of  Harnett  County  History  (N.p. : 
Harnett  County  Centennial,  Inc.,  1955),  104,  119,  hereinafter  cited  as 
Fowler,  They  Passed  This  Way. 

mA.  S.  McNeill,  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Cape  Fear  and 
Deep  River  Navigation  Company.  Proceedings  C.F.&  D.R.  Navigation  Co., 
1858,  5. 

112Kenneth  M.  Murchison  (1831-1904),  graduate  of  the  University  of 
North  Carolina,  1853;  engaged  in  business  pursuits  in  New  York  City  and 
Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  1853-1861;  Colonel,  Fifty-Fourth  Regiment, 
North  Carolina  Infantry.  Ashe,  Biographical  History,  I,  398-403. 

113General  A.  D.  McLean,  citizen  of  Harnett  County,  served  on  the  first 
Board  of  Teacher  Examiners  for  that  County,  1858.  Fowler,  They  Passed 
This  Way,  114. 

114Probably  W.  C.  Campbell. 

115Jonathan  Worth  (1802-1869),  lawyer;  member  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons from  Randolph  County,  1830-1831,  1862;  member  of  the  State  Senate, 
1840,  1858-1860;  State  Treasurer,  1862-1865;  Governor,  1865-1868.  Ashe, 
Biographical  History,  III,  435-453. 
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The  prices  named  for  getting  out  packing  were  all  too  high, 
and  I  explained  my  views  at  length  in  such  way,  that  I  presume 
I  shall  get  some  propositions  tolerably  fair  in  price. 

I  stated  your  views  as  nearly  as  I  could  to  the  Gentlemen  of 
Harnett  County,  and  gave  them  to  understand,  that  a  total 
abandonment  of  the  works  was  quite  within  the  range  of 
probability. 

I  soon  ascertained,  that  the  men  of  Harnett  even  down  to 
their  overseers,  all  understood  each  other,  and  were  acting  to- 
gether, in  furtherance  of  some  grand  scheme,  but  it  was  not 
until  a  late  period  of  our  conference,  that  their  project  was 
brought  forward  by  their  spokesman  (Revd:  Neill  McCoy),  I 
desired,  that  a  memorandum  in  writing  should  be  given  me  of 
their  scheme,  &  this  I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose — it  is 
peculiarly  brief  &  specific — $100,000  is  to  be  paid  them,  in 
advance!  and  their  promise  taken,  to  execute  the  work! 

I  then  desired  to  know  of  the  gentlemen  of  Harnett,  how  many 
hands  we  might  expect  of  them,  in  event  of  the  Board  declining 
their  proposals, — the  answer  was  that  25  men,  were  the  utmost 
they  could  furnish ;  and  should  it  not  suit  them  to  do  so,  or  should 
they  take  offence  at  any  thing,  excuses  for  the  non-performance 
of  even  this  small  promise,  will  not  be  wanting,  I  suppose. 

Since  my  arrival  here,  Mr  Nixon  informs  me  that  not  a  single 
negro  is  to  be  had  here,  so  that  the  prospects  are — even  if  the 
Harnett  Co:  Gentlemen  fulfill  their  promise  {which  I  doubt), 
that  we  shall  have  to  begin  with  30  hands  only — such  a  force 
would  require  3  years  to  execute  the  work !  And  did  we  not  have 
a  hope,  &  have  a  reasonable  expectation  too,  of  augmenting  it 
largely,  within  a  few  months,  it  would  be  useless  to  commence  at 
all,  and  better  to  abandon  the  works,  at  once. 

I  have  ascertained,  that  by  building  shantys,  I  can,  probably, 
raise,  a  force  of  white  men  (say  40)  about  Fayetteville  &  Averas- 
borough — to  enable  me  to  do  so,  I  shall  have  to  employ  J.  M. 
Gallaher,116  (Major  Morels117  late  Foreman),  at  $112.  per  mo: — 
He  &  his  hands  will  board  themselves,  we  being  at  the  expense 
of  building  &  moving  the  shanty,  only.  I  have  seen  Gallaher,  & 
approve  of  him,  as  far  as  I  can  judge  as  yet.  The  Steamboat  & 
Barges  are  nearly  ready,  and  supposing  that  we  shall  be  forced, 
to  trust  to  luck,  to  augment  our  forces,  and  that  we  can  raise  30 


116Probably  J.  H.  Gallaher. 
mWilliam  H.  Morell. 
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men  to  begin  with,  in  our  floating  force — My  Plan  is  as  follows: 

1.  To  leave  this  port  with  our  fleet,  on  Monday  July  11.  and 
receive  our  hands,  at  Averasborough  landing,  &  begin  to  work 
in  that  vicinity. 

2.  To  employ  J.  M.  Gallaher,  build  a  shanty  at  Jones  Lock  (no. 
2.)  and  raise  a  force  of  white  men  to  finish  nos  2,  3,  &  4,  whilst 
with  our  floating  force  of  negroes,  we  finish  nos  5,  6,  &  7.  &c. 

3.  To   contract   with    Col:    Murchison  for   Timber,   and   Col: 
McNeill  for  Lumber. 

4.  To  endeavour  to  make  contracts  for  Packing  of  Hard  Stone, 
and  to  get  possession  of  McAllisters  Quarry. 

5.  To  visit  Lockville,  and  ascertain  whether  there  is  any  chance, 
of  getting  the  Deep  River  works,  completed  by  contract,  on  fair 
terms,  and  see  what  tools  &  materials,  (serviceable  to  us)  Major 
Morel,  may  have  in  store  at  that  place. 

Should  your  Excellency  disapprove  of  any  part  of  my  plans,  it 
will  only  be  necessary  to  telegraph  me,  at  the  Carolina  Hotel, 
as  I  shall  not  begin  to  act  definitely  before  Wednesday  morning 
next. 

And  I  beg  to  suggest  to  your  Excellency,  that  the  latest  hour 
has  now  arrived,  at  which  it  will  be  possible  to  abandon  the  works 
to  their  fate;  as  whenever  we  leave  this  place  with  our  fleet,  to 
begin  the  works,  with  the  means  we  have  or  expect;  no  word 
but  "completion  of  the  works,"  should  ever  after,  be  entertained, 
or  thought  of,  either  by  the  Board,  or  any  of  their  employees. 

P.S.  I  expect  to  see  you  in  Raleigh  towards  the  close  of  this 
week,  on  my  way  to  Lockville,  and  I  shall  join  our  steamer  near 
Averasborough,  about  the  middle  of  next  week,  if  we  get  her  off 
from  here,  as  /  now  expect. 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  find  Mr  Cassidey  nor  will  I  until 
July  5th,  he  is  out  of  town. 
Mr  Nixon  agrees  with  me. 

[Enclosure] 

Proposition  to  the  Gov,  and  Commission  to  do  the  work  on 
the  C.F.  and  D.R.  improvement  by  general  contract — We  will 
do  the  work  at  the  Engeneer's  estimates  &  under  his  direction : 
where  estimates  can  be  made,  where  estimates  cannot  be  made, 
we  will  do  the  work  according  to  his  direction,  and  receive  pay 
for  the  same  at  the  rates  proposed  to  be  paid  for  hands,  i.e.  $1. 
per  day  for  common  labours,  and  $1.50.  for  carpenters.  We  will 
further  bind  ourselves  to  keep  25  hands  at  the  disposal  of  the 
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Commission  after  the  work  will  have  been  repaired,  to  keep  the 
same  in  working  order  until  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  at 
the  proposed  prices  for  hands,  and  the  amount  of  hire  for  the 
same  will  be  taken  in  prefered  stock. 
The  above  proposition  is  submitted  on  Condition. 

That  the  Commission  will  pay  over  to  us  the  amount  author- 
ized by  the  late  act  to  be  expended  on  the  work  in  question, 
Allow  us  the  use  of  all  their  boats,  tools,  materials  &c,  we  paying 
the  price  originally  paid  for  lumber  &  timber  on  hand,  the  com- 
mission securing  the  performance  of  the  work  &  the  security  of 
the  money  advanced  in  such  manner  as  to  them  may  seem  best. 
N  B. 

We  will  oblige  ourselves  to  work  one  hundred  hands,  not  in- 
cluding hands  engaged  in  getting,  timber,  lumber  &c — . 

Cape  Fear  &  Deep  River  Navigation  Works. 
June  30.  1859.  The  above  memorandum  was 
written  &  handed  me  by  Revd:  Neill  McCoy. 
at  Summerville,  and  is  understood  to  come  from 
himself,  and  several  other  Gentlemen  of  Harnett 
Co :  of  undoubted  responsibility. 

Ellwood  Morris 
Chief  Eng 


Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Wilmington  N.C. 
July  6.  1859. 

I  beg  to  advise  you,  that  agreably  to  my  letter  of  the  3rd, 
(having  reed  no  adverse  instructions  from  you)  and  after  full 
consultation  with  Messrs  Cassidey118  &  Nixon,119  I  wrote  this  day. 

1.  To,  Col :  Kenneth  Murchison,  ordering  500  M.  Ft  of  Squared 
Timber,  at  $6i/2  per  M. 

2.  To,  Col:  A.  S.  McNeill  ordering  all  the  lumber,  his  mill  (the 
only  one  in  reach)  is  capable  of  cutting,  at  $8. 

3.  To,  Revd  Neill  McCoy,120  requesting  him  to  hold  in  readiness, 

118James  Cassidey. 
119Nicholas  N.  Nixon. 
120The  Rev.  Neill  McKay. 
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the  25  hands  promised,  to  join  us  at  Averysborough,  July  18th. 

4.  To,  J.  M.  Gallaher121  employing  him  at  $112.  per  mo:  and 
directing  him  to  build  a  shanty  for  40  White  Men,  at  Jones's  lock 
&  proceed  to  raise  that  force. 

5.  To,  John  M.  Smith122  advising  him,  that  we  shall  need  his 
services  at  Averysborough  abt  July  18th. 

6.  To,  H.  A.  London,  desiring  him  to  advise  Mr  Cotton,123  that 
we  shall  need  his  hands,  abt  July  18th,  and  urging  him  to  hire 
some  negro  laborers,  in  Chatham  Co :  where  I  am  informed  they 
may  now,  in  all  probability  be  had. 

Our  Boats  are  not  yet  ready,  but  will  I  hope  be  so  within  a 
week,  including  their  equipment,  and  our  outfit  of  tools  &c.  In 
this  matter  there  has  been  considerable  delay — doubtless  un- 
avoidable— but  the  working  season  is  slipping  away,  and  I  find 
it  absolutely  necessary,  to  fix  a  time  for  commencing  operations, 
and  I  shall  therefore  direct  my  Assistant  to  leave  here  on  Wed- 
nesday next,  whether  things  are  entirely  ready,  or  no. 

And  I  shall  leave  here  myself,  on  Friday  morning,  and  go 
around  thro'  the  country  via  Raleigh,  Pittsborough,  Lockville, 
Summerville  &  Fayetteville,  to  Averysborough,  doing  what  I  can 
to  facilitate  our  operations  and  being  on  the  spot,  on  July  18th, 
to  commence  operations. 

We  have  accomodations  for  60  men,  and  only  30  engaged,  can- 
not some  be  raised  about  Raleigh,  or  in  the  upper  counties? 

The  Harnett  people  declined,  absolutely,  taking  any  preferred 
stock,  saying  that  they  had  already  too  much  invested,  in  that 
sort  of  thing! 

I  also  telegraphed  to  Philadelphia,  for  an  Engineers  level,  of 
the  necessity  of  which,  I  have  heretofore  advised  you. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  supply  my  Assistant  in  charge  of 
the  steamer,  with  funds  for  buying  wood,  and  meeting  petty 
expenses,  and  I  have  desired  Mr  Cassidey  to  furnish  him  with 
$200.  which  he  agreed  to  do. 

It  is  now  apparent  that  there  will  be  some  delay  in  completing 
our  outfit  of  tools,  as  some  of  them  are  not  on  hand,  and  have 
to  be  ordered  from  New  York,  nevertheless  I  expect  to  get  enough 
for  a  beginning,  and  after  overcoming  the  difficulties  of  a  stave, 
(always  the  greatest)  I  hope  we  shall  get  along  satisfactorily. 

Mr  Cassidey  &  I,  also  contracted  with  a  Blacksmith  here  on 


121Probably  J.  H.  Gallaher. 
122Probably  John  H.  Smith. 
123Probably  Richard  C.  Cotten. 
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fair  terms  (scant  5c  per  lb)  to  make  us  a  lot  of  the  Iron  Bolts, 
we  need. 

So  that  your  Excellency  will  perceive,  that  we  are  now  fairly 
launched  into  a  commencement  of  the  "Repair  &  Improvement" 
of  the  C.F.&D.R.  navigation  Works;  under  many,  very  many, 
disadvantages. 

P.S.  We  shall  need,  about  6  more  negro  carpenters,  as  our 
floating  force  (I  find)  will  be  almost  wholly  composed  of 
negroes,  and  it  is  my  intention  to  send  all  the  whites,  to  Gal- 
laher's,  Gang. 


William  R.  Drinkard12*  to  John  W.  Ellis.      NA-107. 

War  Department 
July  8d  1859. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  6th  instand  I  have  the  pleasure 
of  informing  you  that  Cadet  Stephen  D.  Ramseur125  has  just 
been  granted  leave  of  absence  for  thirty  days. 


Daniel  H.  Christie  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Suffolk  Va.  July  9th  1859. 

I  learn  from  Col  Tew126  that  you  have  reed  at  the  Armory 
"Belts  &  Cartridge  Boxes"  I  reed  no  belts  &  the  Boxes  were  not 
such  as  I  can  use.  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  give  me  an  order 
for  Belts  and  an  exchange  of  C  Boxes.  You  are  probably  not 


124William  R.  Drinkard,  Chief  Clerk  in  the  War  Department.  U.  S. 
Register,  1857,  101.  Apparently  had  the  position  as  "Acting  Secretary  of 
War"  at  this  time.  His  letters  were  signed  with  this  title. 

125Stephen  D.  Ramseur  (1837-1864),  graduate  of  West  Point,  1860; 
entered  the  service  of  the  Confederacy  in  1861  as  Captain  of  the  Ellis 
Light  Artillery;  elected  Colonel  of  the  Forty-Ninth  North  Carolina  Regi- 
ment, spring  of  1862;  promoted  Brigadier  General,  November  1,  1862; 
promoted  Major  General,  June  1,  1864,  the  youngest  West  Pointer  to  attain 
that  rank  in  the  Confederate  Army.  Warner,  Generals  In  Gray,  251-252. 

126Charles  C.  Tew  (1824-1862),  born  South  Carolina;  first  graduate  of 
the  Citadel;  moved  to  Hillsboro,  North  Carolina,  several  years  before  the 
Civil  War  and  formed  the  Hillsboro  Military  Academy;  Colonel,  Second 
Regiment,  North  Carolina  Infantry,  killed  September  17,  1862  at  Sharps- 
burg.  Hugh  Lefler  and  Paul  Wager  (eds.),  Orange  County — 1752-1952 
Chapel  Hill:  The  Orange  Print  Shop,  1953),  339,  hereinafter  cited  as 
Lefler  and  Wager,  Orange  County. 
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aware  that  the  muskets  furnished  us  are  of  the  manufacture  of 
1825  &  obsolete.  I  suppose  the  state  ought  to  have  in  her  armory 
the  Arms  used  by  the  Service.  If  you  order  I  hope  you  will  get 
the  very  lightest  manufactured  "bright  barrell  percussioned" 
Unless  I  can  exchange,  I  shall  be  compelled  to  purchase.  The 
Military  Schools  are  now  an  Institution  of  the  State  &  destined 
to  give  to  the  state  officers  of  ability  to  drill  her  Miliatia  in  the 
day  of  emergency,  &  I  am  but  expression  an  opinion  based  upon 
your  tried  public  spirit  &  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  people 
over  whom  you  preside — when  I  express  a  confidence  in  your 
willingness  to  do  every  thing  in  your  Executive  capacity  to 
benefit  the  state  politically  or  socially. 

I  have  learned  that  they  are  now  manufacturing  Cadet 
Muskets.  May  I  again  express  the  hope  that  you  will  use  you* 
efforts  to  properly  equipp  us. 

Henderson 
Granville  Co 

N.C. 

John  W.  Ellis  to  Francis  L.  Hawks.  G.L.B. 

Executive  Office : 
Raleigh,  July  9th,  1859. 

Herewith  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  resolution  enacted  by  the 
General  Assembly  of  this  State  at  its'  late  Session  "concerning 
the  documentary  history  of  N.C." 

The  resolution  as  you  will  perceive  expresses  the  wish  of  the 
Legislature,  that  Gov.  Swain127  &  yourself  "edit  and  publish" 
certain  portions  of  the  documentary  history  of  the  State  upon 
plans  submitted  in  your  joint  memorial. 

Being  desirous  of  furthering  the  important  objects  of  the 
resolution  and  of  discharging  the  duty  therein  imposed  upon 
me,  I  would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  you  at  your  earliest  con- 
venience that  I  may  be  placed  in  possession  of  your  views  on 
the  subject.  With  Gov.  Swain  I  have  had  several  conversations 
and  will  communicate  more  formally  with  him  on  the  same 
subject. 


127David  L.  Swain. 
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George  W.  Smith  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Holts  Burg 

Davidson  County  July  11  1859. 

I  droup  you  a  fue  lines  as  to  the  Militia  of  mi  Brigade  Com- 
poseing  of  Rowand  Davy  and  Davidson  Countys  What  is  your 
opinion  about  the  matter  I  was  over  at  Salisbury  a  fue  days  ago 
tha  was  complaing  of  me  and  you  for  not  organizeing  the  militia 
of  that  County  I  am  at  a  little  loss  to  know  what  plan  to  persue 
I  am  at  this  time  trying  to  get  some  person  to  except  the  office 
of  Col  Comander  tha  think  that  Stewart128  will  except  the  office, 
I  will  know  in  a  fue  days  if  he  will,  I  will  send  for  a  Commishion 
forth  with  and  Commishion  him  also  I  send  you  the  Resignation 
of  the  officers  of  64th  Regiment  of  the  County  of  Davy  Col 
Comander  is  Robert  Rowe129  Lieutenant  is  J.  Smith,130  Mclver,131 
Jacob,132  [Cornets]  plese  when  this  gets  to  hand  give  me  your 
views  about  the  mater  and  how  I  shall  procede  to  the  matter  I 
woul  be  glad  that  you  would  take  it  in  hand  as  you  is  Chief 
Commander  but  if  I  can  be  any  service  in  helping  I  will  take 
great  pleasure  in  douing  so.  Excuse  my  Bad  riteing  and  spelling. 

William  Maynadier133  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Ordnance  Office 
Washington,  July  11.  1859. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  8th  inst.  As  stated  in  the  letter  to  Your  Excellency  of  the 
18th  March  last,  the  Colts'  arms  called  for  by  you,  not  being 
on  hand,  they  had  to  be  ordered  from  the  Contractor;  and  so 
far  only  the  20  Holster  pistols  have  been  received.  The  remain- 
ing arms;  viz.  the  60  artillery  Carbines  with  sword  bayonets, 


128David  Stewart,  farmer  in  the  Northern  Division  of  Davidson  County. 
Eighth  Census  of  the  United  States,  1860,  Davidson  County,  374. 

129Unable  to  identify. 

130Probably  James  Smith,  mechanic  in  the  Northern  Division  of  Davidson 
County.  Eighth  Census  of  the  United  States,  1860,  Davidson  County,  371. 

131James  D.  Mclver,  from  Davidson  County,  Third  Sergeant,  Company  A, 
Twenty-First  Regiment,  North  Carolina  Infantry.  Moore,  Roster  of  North 
Carolina  Troops,  II,  176. 

132Unable  to  identify. 

133William  Maynadier,  Captain  in  the  United  States  Army,  in  charge  of 
the  Ordnance  Bureau.  Heitman,  U.S.  Army  Register,  I,  699. 
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and  the  120  Rifles,  will  probably,  according  to  the  reports  of  the 
inspecting  Officer,  not  be  ready  for  delivery,  before  the  last  of 
this  month.  As  soon  as  received,  they  will  be  promptly  sent  for- 
ward. The  holster  pistols  have  been  waiting  the  completion  of 
the  other  arms,  so  as  to  make  one  shipment  of  the  whole.  They 
can  however  be  sent  at  once,  if  desired. 

P.S.   The  address  of  this  office  is  to  Col.  H.  K.  Craig  as  usual 


William  R.  Drinkard  to  John  W.  Ellis.         NA-107. 

War  Department 
July  11.  1859. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit,  herewith,  a  report  of  the  Chief  of  Ordnance,  from 
which  you  will  perceive  that  the  proposed  exchange  of  flint  lock 
muskets,  now  in  possession  of  the  State,  for  arms  of  recent 
models,  cannot  be  made  consistently  with  the  interests  of  the 
military  service,  and  which  points  out  the  mode  of  effecting  the 
alteration  of  the  old  arms  so  as  to  conform  to  late  improvements. 


A.  J.  Stedman1™  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Patrick  Co.,  Va. 
July  12th  1859. 

Since  my  arrival  in  this  State,  I  have  been  informed  that  under 
the  joint  "Act"  of  the  Legislatures  of  N.  Carolina  &  Virginia, 
Gov:  Wise135  has  appointed  a  gentleman  of  this  County,  a  com- 
missioner on  the  part  of  Virginia  to  survey  the  line  between  the 
said  two  states;  and  if  the  appointment  has  not  been  conferred 
on  any  one,  on  behalf  of  North  Carolina,  I  hope  that  it  is  not 
asking  too  much  of  your  Excellency  to  stay  such  appointment 
until  I  can  produce  sufficient  &  satisfactory  testimonials  of  my 
character  and  competency  to  discharge  the  labours  of  the  office 
to  which  I  most  respectfully  aspire. 


134A.  J.  Stedman,  lawyer  in  Pittsboro.  Livingston,  Law  Register,  716. 
135Henry  A.  Wise. 
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George  D.  Morton136  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

July  26,  1859. 

Wadasboro  Anson  Co  N  Carolina 

I  rite  you  for  you  to  inform  me  wheather  I  can  have  the 
Liberty  to  forom  an  independeant  Company  to  be  calld  the  Anson 
Life  gards  I  want  your  Elelency  to  in  form  me  if  I  can  get  a 
stand  of  arms  for  sade  company  and  how  I  shall  proseed  to  git 
them  for  here  in  this  co  we  have  not  muster  nor  no  officers 
nether  regiments  co  nor  geneals  but  you  must  not  pronounce 
uppon  us  that  we  are  not  worthy  sujucts  for  all  this  is  not  the 
mens  fault  as  thare  have  been  no  muster  huer  so  Loung  The 
mialatery  sperit  is  not  all  ded  yet  and  I  ask  you  to  grant  me  the 
privlige  of  Raising  a  company  give  us  the  privleace  of  using 
government  arm  and  when  you  come  to  our  town  I  will  show 
you  some  good  Soudiers  as  you  ever  Saw. 
this  the  26  day  of 
July  1859 

George  W.  Munford  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Executive  Department 
Richmond  July  27  1859. 

The  Commissioner  appointed  by  Governor  Wise137  to  unite 
in  running  the  boundary  line  between  this  Commonwealth  & 
North  Carolina  having  resigned,  the  day  before  the  Commis- 
sioners were  to  have  met  in  Danville,  Governor  Wise  immediately 
appointed  Christopher  Y.  Thomas138  Esq.  the  commissioner  to 
supply  the  vacancy.  I  immediately  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
Commissioner  appointed  by  your  Excellency  informing  him  of 
the  fact  &  asked  him  to  remain  in  Danville  until  Mr.  Thomas 


136George  D.  Morton,  from  Anson  County;  Private,  Company  C,  Four- 
teenth Regiment,  North  Carolina  Infantry,  1861;  being  over  age,  given  an 
honorable  discharge  upon  reorganization  of  the  Company  April,  1862; 
moved  to  Mississippi  after  the  War.  W.  A.  Smith,  The  Anson  Guards 
(Charlotte:   Stone  Publishing  Company,  1914),  22,  50,  341. 

137Henry  A.  Wise. 

138Christopher  Y.  Thomas  (1818-1879),  lawyer  in  Martinsville,  Virginia; 
member  of  the  commission  to  settle  the  boundary  line  between  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina;  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress,  1874-1875.  Biographical 
Directory  of  Congress,  1,703. 
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could  meet  him  that  some  other  arrangement  might  be  made 
for  conducting  the  business  of  the  commission.  I  have  since 
received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Thomas  stating  that  on  his  arrival 
in  Danville  the  Commissioner  had  left  &  not  knowing  his 
address,  he  requested  me  to  ascertain  it.  The  Governor  would 
be  pleased  if  your  excellency  would  again  name  time  &  place 
for  the  meeting  of  the  Commissioners. 


Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Steamer  Haughton 
Red  Rock  Pool 
July  28.  1859. 

I  beg  to  advise  your  Excellency,  that  I  have  taken  up  my 
quarters  on  the  steamboat,  for  the  present,  and  that  we  are 
still  in  Red  Rock  Pool,  low  water  preventing  us,  from  passing 
Haw  Ridge  Dam  as  we  had  intended  to  do. 

Our  whole  disposable  force,  consists  of  6  men  hired  of  Mr. 
Cotton!,139  who  are  now  employed  in  rafting  some  lumber  of 
ours,  from  Col :  McNeills  Mill,  to  Haw  Ridge  Dam. 

Parson  McCoy,140  upon  whose  unconditional  pledge  to  furnish 
us  25  hands  at  least,  (as  hitherto  reported  to  you)  I  had  de- 
pended ;  instead  of  sending  the  men,  when  notified,  came  himself, 
to  inform  me,  that  we  could  have  the  hands  only  on  condition. 

1.  That  they  should  not  be  worked  below  McAllisters  Dam 
(no  9.)  or  5th  dam  above  Red  Rock. 

2.  That  a  lumber  contract,  or  rather  Timber  contract,  should  be 
awarded  them  (McCoy  &  Brother141)  to  keep  two  teams 
employed. 

3.  That  they  (the  hands)  should  be  hired  for  this  whole  year, 
or  until  Jany  1st,  or  until  April  1st  next,  if  we  desired  it.  On 
these  conditions,  tho'  at  considerable  loss  to  themselves?!!!  he 
and  his  friends,  would  furnish  25  men,  and  he  also  seemed  dis- 
posed to  demand  other  concessions,  for  he  perceives  we  are 
measurably  in  his  power,  and  assumes  an  unusual  tone. 


139Probably  Richard  C.  Cotten. 
140The  Rev.  Neill  McKay. 
141John  W.  McKay. 
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To  say  the  least,  I  was  greatly  surprised,  at  the  conduct  of  the 
Revd  gentleman,  in  not  furnishing  the  force  promised,  and  in 
insisting  on  new,  and  singular  conditions. 

I  informed  him,  that  his  conditions  were  inadmissible,  and  that 
I  considered  his  action  equivalent  to  refusing  the  force. 

He  went  away,  without  saying  whether  he  would  send  the 
men,  or  no. 

If  he  sends  the  men  it  will  not  probably  be  before  Monday 
next,  so  that  our  work  will  really  commence,  only  on  the  1st 
of  August. 

This  very  late  commencement,  and  the  very  small  force,  we 
shall  be  able  to  rally,  in  the  most  favorable  event,  will  not  per- 
mit us  to  do  any  thing  like  the  amount  of  repairs,  which,  I  con- 
sider, necessary,  or  indispensable. 

We  shall  only  be  able  to  run  over  the  works  hastily,  and  do  a 
little  tinkering,  of  a  temporary  character. 

Under  these  circumstances,  seeing  the  difficulties  which  seem 
to  environ  us  at  every  step,  and  the  small  amount  of  force,  the 
gentlemen  of  the  country  will  condescend  to  hire  us,  it  would  be 
well  for  your  Excellency  to  deliberate  upon  the  propriety  of 
suspending  further  operations  on  the  River,  entirely. 

Our  white  force  at  Jones's  under  Mr  Gallaher,142  is  likely  to 
increase  rapidly,  and  be  numerous  enough,  though  it  may  pos- 
sibly fail  in  efficiency. 

Capt  Bryan143  of  Deep  River,  also  promises  me  a  small  rein- 
forcement, say  on  Tuesday  next  (of  negroes.) 

Our  timber  &  lumber  contractors,  are  not  as  well  advanced 
as  they  should  be,  and  I  have  been  around  amongst  them,  hurry- 
ing them  up — our  stone  contractor,  will  most  likely  abandon  his 
job. 

Your  Excellency  will  now  understand  our  position,  and  appre- 
ciate better  then  I  can,  the  difficulty  of  hiring  an  adequate  force, 
in  a  country  where  the  laborers  are  not  at  liberty  to  select  their 
own  work,  and  where  their  masters,  are  either  indifferent,  or 
hostile  to  our  operations. 

P.S.  I  have  to  thank  Mr  Daves  for  two  notices  duly  Reed: 


142Probably  J.  H.  Gallaher. 

143Elias  Bryan,  son-in-law  of  Neill  McKay. 
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Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Averysborough  N.C. 
Steamer  Haughton 
Red  Rock  Pool 
July  29.  1859. 

1  have  to  Report  for  the  information  of  your  Excellency,  that 
this  afternoon,  all  the  deck  hands  of  our  Boat  4  in  number  be- 
came dissatisfied,  and  left  us  in  a  body. 

We  now  have  on  the  Boat  &  Barges,  My  Assis:  Eng:  (Mr 
Lilly144)  the  1st  &  2nd  Engineer  of  the  Boat,  the  cook — Mr 
Smith145  &  Cotton's146  6  slaves,  in  all  11  men,  besides  myself. 

Mr  Cottons  6  Boys,  are  all  mechanics,  tho'  at  this  moment 
necessarily,  employed  in  laboring  work.  So  that  we  have  not  at 
this  moment,  a  single  laborer. 

My  only  immediate  expectation  of  an  increase  for  force,  is  in  a 
small  reinforcement,  say  10  or  12  men,  which  Capt  Bryan147  of 
Deep  River,  will  bring  me  on  Monday. 

On  Parson  McCoy,148  I  no  longer  depend.  Nor  do  I  now  sup- 
pose he  will  furnish  any  force,  unless  under  the  conditions 
dictated  by  him,  which  in  my  opinion,  are  wholly  inadmissible — 
being  contrary  to  the  policy  indicated  to  me,  by  the  Board. 

It  becomes  now  a  most  important  question  to  these  works, 
what  is  to  be,  or  can  be,  done  to  increase  the  force  upon  them. 
Perceiving  that  our  working  force,  would  in  all  probability,  be 
far  short,  of  that  necessary  to  carry  out,  the  Repairs  contem- 
plated in  my  Report  to  your  Excellency,  you  are  aware  that  I 
have  turned  my  thoughts  to  a  very  much  modified  form  of  repair, 
so  as  to  open  the  works  in  a  moderately  improved  condition, 
for  service  during  the  winter,  and  going  over  them  again  next 
year. 

To  execute  even  the  modified  plan  of  Repair,  alluded  to,  it 
now  seems  evident,  that  we  cannot  raise  the  necessary  force,  to 
act  with  much  effect. 

The   utmost,   that  present  prospects  promise,   between   our 


144John   Lilly,   Assistant   Engineer   of  the   Cape   Fear   and   Deep   River 
Navigation  Company. 

145Probably  John  H.  Smith. 
146Probably  Richard  C.  Cotten. 
147Jesse  L.  Bryan. 
148The  Rev.  Neill  McKay 
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White  Force  below,  and  our  slender  Black  Force  here,  seems  to 
be,  the  putting  in  moderately  good  order,  and  in  a  much  safer 
condition  than  at  present,  say,  the  lower  5  or  6,  Locks  &  Dams. 

Meanwhile  the  rest  of  the  Works,  on  the  Cape  Fear  River, 
may  become  entirely  impassable. 

In  these  circumstances,  it  is  for  your  Excellency  to  say 
whether  you  will  expend  the  money  of  the  state,  to  such  com- 
paratively little  purpose? 

Whether  having  made  a  fair  and  honest  effort  to  carry  out  the 
Act  of  Assembly,  devoting  $100,000.  to  "Repairing  and  Improv- 
ing" these  works,  and  being  defeated  in  that  effort,  by  the 
refusal  of  those  who  control  the  laboring  force  of  this  country 
to  allow  those  laborers  to  work  for  us,  even  at  high  wages, — 
whether  you  will  go  on,  or  stop  short? 

Without  the  co-operation  of  Masters  owning  slaves  along  the 
river — in  the  face  of  their  indifference,  or  hostility,  your  Board 
and  your  Engineer,  become  powerless. 

The  negroes  would  be  right  glad  to  work  for  us,  if  they  were 
allowed  to  do  so,  (of  this  I  am  quite  certain),  but  that  matters 
not,  so  long  as  their  masters  keep  them  at  other  business,  as 
they  have  a  right  to  do  certainly,  but  which  right  some  of  them 
deeply  interested  in  the  River,  I  had  hoped,  would  have  waived 
in  our  favor,  for  the  high  wages,  your  Board  offers. 

I  could  collect  a  few  white  men  here  from  the  north — but 
the  unhealthy  character  of  the  River,  and  the  small  amount  of 
work  to  be  done,  would  prevent  the  coming  in,  of  any  consider- 
able force. 

Submitting  this  whole  matter  to  your  Excellency's  judgement. 


Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Steamer  Haughton 
Red  Rock  Pool 
July  30th  1859. 

I  beg  to  advise  you,  that  we  are  progressing  very  well  this 
evening,  with  our  small  force  of  6  men — we  have  dug  out  a 
foundation  (in  rock),  for  the  new  Abutment,  at  the  East  end 
of  Haw  Ridge  Dam,  and  on  Monday  shall  begin  to  build  it,  and 
will  soon  have  that  point  entirely  safe,  and  at  a  small  cost. 
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I  have  now  (this  evening)  collected  here  a  large  supply  of 
Materials — near  100  M.  of  timber  &  lumber — we  have  stone 
packing  enough  at  hand,  and  are  fully  prepared  at  all  points, 
for  swift,  and  steady  progress  in  our  repairs,  excepting  only,  in 
the  important  matter,  of  a  force  of  men — without  this,  all  our 
other  arrangements,  though  promptly  &  effectively  made,  avail 
nothing. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  we  should  be  defeated  on 
this  point,  in  a  country  swarming  with  laborers  anxious  to 
work  for  us,  provided  only,  "Master  was  willing." 


Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Red :  Rock  Pool 
Steamer  Haughton 
Augt  1st  1859. 

I  beg  to  advise  you,  that  this  day,  the  water  is  very  low  in 
this  pool — only  i/2  inch  upon  the  Mitre  Sill  at  Haw  Ridge  & 
3  1/3  feet  below  the  comb  of  Red  Rock  Dam. 

This  dam,  I  examined  to-day,  and  though  it  looks  ill,  I  see 
nothing  to  induce  me,  to  doubt  its  solidity  at  present — indeed 
if  properly  backed  with  Rock  this  season,  I  have  confidence, 
that  it  will  safely  withstand  the  winter  freshets,  if  secured  at 
the  ends  as  we  propose. 

The  weather  is  particularly  suitable  for  our  work,  and  had  I 
but  50  men  at  command,  we  would  in  a  very  short  time  "Repair 
&  Improve"  the  works  at  this  Pool  so  as  to  make  them  better 
than  they  have  ever  been  before. 

I  have  been  visited  by  Col.  McNeill149  &  others,  and  I  really 
believe,  these  River  Gentlemen,  look  with  pleasure,  upon  my 
embarrassments  here,  for  want  of  force — believing  (I  have  no 
doubt)  that  it  will  drive  your  Excellency  into  the  adoption  of 
the  ridiculous  proposition,  of  which  Parson  McCoy150  is  the 
author,  and  which  has  already  been  reported  to  you — a  proposi- 
tion intended  solely  for  the  transfer  of  the  appropriation  from 
the  State  treasury  into  their  pockets,  regardless  of  the  interests 
of  the  public.151 


149A.  S.  McNeill. 

150The  Rev.  Neill  McKay. 

151See  enclosure  in  letter  of  Ellwood  Morris  to  Ellis,  July  3,  1859. 
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The  great  question  now  for  your  Excellencys  consideration, 
relative  to  the  works  you  have  intrusted  to  me,  is  how  best  to 
supply  me,  with  a  negro  force  for  operation  this  year,  &  in  de- 
ciding and  acting,  upon  this  point,  no  time  should  be  lost. 

If  the  works  are  suspended  for  this  year,  something  might 
probably  be  done  in  the  next,  to  man  the  line  with  white  men 
from  the  North,  tho'  the  small  amount  of  work,  and  the  sickly 
reputation  of  the  River,  would  be  serious  drawbacks — still  sup- 
plying shanties  to  men  with  families,  and  paying  high  wages, 
would  offer  very  strong  inducements. 

P.S.  I  go  to  Fayetteville  &  Jones  Lock,  in  a  day  or  two  to 
look  after  Mr  Gallaher.152 


William  G.  Biggs153  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Scotland  Neck  N  C 
August  5,  1859. 

I  have  been  requested  by  the  Citizens  of  this  place  to  Buy 
or  borrow,  a  Cannon  to  be  used  by  the  neighborhood  in  Common 
I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  addressing  you  to  know  if  we  can 
get  one  from  the  arsenal  we  want  a  two  pounder  &  one  that  will 
not  burst  if  we  borrow  will  give  bond  with  approved  surety  for 
the  return  of  the  piece  in  good  Order  I  refer  you  respectfully 
to  Samuel  L  Savage154  &  Richard  H  Smith  Esqr.155 


Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Steamer  Haughton 
Red  Rock  Pool 
Augt  7th  1859. 

I  returned  hither  yesterday  (in  a  batteau)  from  Jones  Lock. 
Mr  Gallaher156  has  there  a  force  of  about  20  men  all  told — we 


152Probably  J.  H.  Gallaher. 

153William  G.  Biggs,  born  in  Martin  County;  merchant  in  the  Eastern 
Division  of  Halifax  County,  Scotland  Neck.  Eighth  Census  of  the  United 
States,  1860,  Halifax  County,  395. 

154Unable  to  identify. 

155Richard  H.  Smith  (1812-1893),  graduate  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  1832;  planter;  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Halifax 
County,  1848,  1852,  1854.  W.  C.  Allen,  History  of  Halifax  County  (Boston, 
Massachusetts:   The  Cornhill  Company,  1918),  209-212. 

156Probably  J.  H.  Gallaher. 
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have  here  now  10  men.  We  are  getting  along  at  both  places  very 
well  for  our  force. 

When  at  Fayetteville,  I  learned  from  a  good  source,  that  Parson 
McCoy,157  had  lately  been  there,  offering  to  Mr  Keeper158  of  the 
Railroad,  to  hire  him  a  force  of  25  men  at  $26.  per  mo:  (These 
are  doubtless  the  same  men  he  promised  us)  but  Mr  Keeper 
declined  them. 

When  with  me,  Revd  McCoy  gave  me  his  word,  that  all  his 
hands  were  netting  him  $30.  per  mo : — yet  he  offers  them  to  the 
R.  R.  at  $4.  less ! 

This  concludes  the  series  of  facts,  I  have  to  offer  relative 
to  Revd:  Mr  McCoy — they  need  no  comment,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  have  already  enabled  your  Excellency  to  form  (as  I  have) 
a  correct  opinion  of  the  true  character  of  this  scheming  Divine — 
thus  much  seems  quite  certain,  those  who  put  their  trust  in  him, 
will  in  the  words  of  one  of  his  own  texts,  "build  upon  a  sand" 
He  is  evidently  strongly  affronted  on  two  points  viz : 

1.  That  his  Grand  Scheme,  has  been  coolly  received. 

2.  That  himself  and  friends,  were  overlooked  by  your  Excellency 
in  forming  your  Board. 

And  on  this  latter  point,  he  takes  every  convenient  opportunity 
of  expressing  his  contempt  of  the  capacity  of  the  members  of 
your  Board. 

He  is  also  doubtless  disappointed,  in  a  3rd  matter  viz:  He 
finds  your  Engineer,  a  very  unlikely  person,  to  be  made  a 
puppet  of  by  the  Harnett  Co:  Gentlemen.* 

These  seem  to  be  the  motives  now  actuating,  this  pretended 
friend,  of  the  River  Navigation. 

We  have  had  heavy  rains  here,  the  River  is  rising  slowly, 
and  we  are  now  anticipating  "the  August  Freshet"  of  which  the 
people  speak.  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  a  heavy  one,  unless  much 
more  rain,  should  soon  fall. 

Capt  Bryans159  re-inforcement  have  not  yet  reached  me,  I 
had  a  message  from  him  that  they  would  be  here  yesterday,  but 
they  did  not  come. 

As  he  married  a  McCoy,  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  our  pre- 
tended friend,  the  Parson,  should  use  his  influence  with  him, 
to  stop  the  hands;  as  you  may  depend  upon  it  the  Revd:  Gentle- 
man, will  do  all  in  his  power  to  make  you  feel  his  importance, 


157The  Rev.  Neill  McKay. 
158Unable  to  identify. 
159Jesse  L.  Bryan. 
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and  avenge  himself  for  having  been  overlooked,  in  forming 
your  Board. 

*As  I  have  had  the  misfortune  to  differ  in  opinion  with  the 
Harnett  Co:  Gentlemen,  on  the  subject  of  the  River  Works,  I 
presume,  I  shall  have  the  same  fate  with  my  predecessors — to 
wit:  to  be  bitterly  calumniated,  by  those  disappointed  parties. 


P.  F.  Howard  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Executive  Department 
Richmond  Va.  Augt.  12,  1859. 

A  letter  has  been  received  at  this  department  from  C.  Y. 
Thomas160  Esqr.,  of  Martinsville  Henry  Co.  Va,  Commissioner 
appointed  by  the  Governor  of  this  state  for  running  the  boundary 
line  between  North  Carolina  and  Virginia — asking  to  be  in- 
formed whether  your  Excellency  had  made  another  appointment 
of  Commr.  on  the  part  of  your  state,  since  Mr.  Boyd161  declined 
acting.  So  far  as  I  can  ascertain  no  information  of  such  appoint- 
ment has  yet  been  received  here.  I  am  instructed  by  Governor 
Wise162  to  request  that  if  you  have  made  the  appointment,  or, 
if  not  yet  made,  when  you  do  make  it,  will  you  have  the  kindness 
to  communicate  the  fact  to  Mr.  Thomas  at  Martinsville,  as  well 
as  to  this  department.  Mr.  Thomas  seems  anxious  to  proceed 
with  the  survey,  and  a  direct  communication  with  him  by  your 
Excellency  will  save  for  his  preparations  some  valuable  time. 

Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Steamer  Haughton 
Haw  Ridge  Pool 
Aug.  18.  1859. 

I  beg  to  advise  your  Excellency,  that  with  our  limited  force 
we  are  progressing  reasonably  well,  with  our  works. 

At  Jones's  we  have  upwards  of  20,  pretty  good  white  men, 
at  Haw  Ridge  about  the  same  chiefly  Blacks,  and  our  stone 


160Christopher  Y.  Thomas. 
161David  S.  Boyd. 


162 


Henry  A.  Wise. 
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contractor  has  about  a  dozen  white  men  at  work,  making  our 
total  force  usually  present  on  the  works,  from  50  to  60  men. 

I  am  offered  (under  our  advertisement)  and  have  accepted  6. 
hands  from  Mr.  Quince163  of  Wilmington. 

Mr  London,164  was  well  received  at  Somerville  as  far  as  pro- 
fessions go,  and  was  entertained  with  many  promises,  as  I  have 
been;  but  of  the  hollowness  of  these  promises  I  have  already 
fully  advised  you. 

It  seems,  that  the  Harnett  Co:  gentlemen,  insist  upon  their 
newly  conceived  idea,  that  before  furnishing  hands,  we  must 
allow  them  to  dictate  where,  we  shall  work,  and  they  condescend 
to  tell  us,  it  must  not  be  below  the  9th  Dam,  until  they  give 
permission! 

As  all  our  plans  &  arrangements  are  deliberately,  &  properly 
made,  for  working,  at  present,  only  on  the  6  lower  Dams,  this 
condition  precedent — is  an  impracticable  one — it  is  equivalent  to 
refusing  the  force,  and  well  the  Harnett  Gentlemen  know  it. 

They  are  certainly  very  adroit  schemers,  and  have  evidently 
persuaded  Mr  London,  that  we  ought  to  direct  our  efforts, 
wherever  they  dictate.  But  I  hope  the  Board  will  not  so  readily 
yield  their  policy,  which  we  know,  to  be  well  founded,  and  adopt 
another,  which  has  no  better  basis,  than  the  whims,  or  personal 
interests,  of  a  few  residents  along  the  River. 

Yesterday  I  visited  Jones'  Dam,  where  the  progress  is  pretty 
fair,  and  also  Spent  a  few  hours  in  Fayetteville,  arranging  for 
forwarding  to  Averysborough,  a  lot  of  Bolts,  Bar  Iron  &c  for 
our  Works. 

The  health  of  our  men  is  very  good  (only  two  slight  cases  of 
ague) — the  River  is  falling,  and  every  thing  looks  favorable  for 
work,  excepting  only  our  Force. 

I  hope  we  shall  not  be  compelled  to  abandon  our  Work,  at 
this  favorable  period,  as  I  should  return  to  it  with  some  reluc- 
tance, apprehending  similar  difficulties,  at  other  times. 


163Probably  Parker  Quince. 
164Henry  A.  London. 
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Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Steamer  Haughton 
Haw  Ridge  Pool 
Averysboro*  P.O. 
Harnett  Co :  N.C. 
Augt  20.  1859. 

Although  Mr  London165  was  received  at  Somerville  with  ample 
promises — of  the  value  of  which  your  Excellency  may  judge — 
still  even  these  promises  were  coupled  with  conditions,  projected 
by  Parson  McCoy,166  and  embodied  (as  I  understand)  in  a 
petition  to  the  Board  to  instruct  me,  to  abandon  the  points  on 
which  I  am  now  working,  in  accordance  with  the  sound  policy, 
adopted  by  your  Board,  and  proceed  up  the  River  (if  water 
admits*)  and  operate  upon  the  9th  &  10th  dams,  leaving  behind 
me  a  lot  of  dilapidated  works  cutting  me  off  from  the  works 
below,  and  also  being  cut  off  from  those  above ! — in  fact,  placing 
me,  and  the  force  you  entrusted  to  my  direction,  in  an  isolated 
position,  or  kind  of  trap — and  for  what?  To  satisfy  the  whims 
of  a  few  gentlemen  of  Harnett  Co:  professed  friends,  who  for 
all  they  have  done,  outside  of  words,  may  be  real  enemies. 

Col:  McNeill167  &  others  profess  to  apprehend  evil,  from 
what  they  call  the  unhealthyness  of  Haw  Ridge,  &  Dams  below, — 
nevertheless  (I  am  advised)  that  last  year  McNeill  did  his  best, 
to  obtain  from  Morel168  &  Co:  at  low  rates,  a  contract  for  the 
work  at  Haw  Ridge,  the  very  point  where  he  now  pretends  his 
negroes  cannot  safely  work! 

Again,  I  am  informed  by  a  reliable  person,  who  has  worked, 
almost  continuously  upon  this  River  since  the  year  1851 — that 
he  knows  of  his  own  knowledge,  and  that  it  was  always  the 
opinion  current  amongst  the  hands  at  work  upon  the  River,  that 
the  most  unhealthy  points,  upon  the  entire  line  of  works — were, 
McAllisters,  &  Fox's  Island,  the  9th  &  10th  Dams: — the  very 
ones  on  which  the  Harnett  Gentlemen  want  you,  to  instruct  me 
to  work,  upon  the  ground  of  their  being  healthy!!! 
(* which  is  very  doubtful.) 


165Henry  A.  London. 
166The  Rev.  Neill  McKay. 
167A.  S.  McNeill. 
168William  H.  Morell. 
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Further,  one  mile  above  Haw  Ridge  is  Green  Rock,  and  one 
mile  above  that  is  Col:  McNeills  Mill  &  lower  Plantation: — In 
answer  to  questions  by  me,  McNeill  admits,  that  his  mill  & 
Plantation,  are  perfectly  healthy,  and  that  he  knew  nothing  to 
the  contrary,  at  Green  Rock ! ! !  I  then  said  to  him,  send  us  your 
hands,  and  I  will  engage  to  work  them  only  at  Green  Rock, 
and  points  above  along  the  front  of  your  plantation,  where  your 
negroes  live — to  this  he  gave  no  satisfactory  answer,  for  the 
very  plain  reason,  that  it  was  beyond  his  power  to  do  so. 

McCoys  hands,  McNeills,  and  others  have  always  hitherto 
worked  along  the  River,  without  material  loss  of  health,  or 
limitations  as  to  places — that  they  now  refuse  them,  under  such 
purely  frivolous  pretexts,  as  they  do;  is  I  am  confident,  in  fur- 
therance of  some  plot,  to  bring  the  works,  or  the  appropriation 
for  them,  within  their  own  control. 

I  do  not  expect  any  thing  but  vain  words,  and  humbug  of 
all  kinds,  from  these  Harnett  Co.  Gentlemen,  and  hope  sincerely 
that  your  Excellency  may  succeed,  in  obtaining  for  me,  say  25 
hands,  at  and  about  Wilmington. 

With  25  or  more  men,  and  reasonable  success  in  some  negocia- 
tions  I  am  now  conducting  for  men,x  added  to  12  or  1U  skilled 
hands,  which  I  have  secured  at  the  north,  we  can  go  ahead 
successfully,  independent  of  aid  from  Harnett  Co:  and  this 
result  is  most  desirable  (in  my  opinion)  if  your  Board  expect 
to  control  their  own  business,  with  which  otherwise,  these 
scheming  speculators,  will  eternally,  be  meddling. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  scarcely  necessary,  to  assure  your  Excel- 
lency, that  /  am  ready  to  work,  wherever  you  may  order  me, 
but  I  should  be  very  reluctant,  to  be  in  any  form,  subject,  to  the 
advice,  or  control,  of  the  Harnett  County  gentry. 
(* which  is  very  doubtful.) 
xto  be  hereafter  Reported. 
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John  W.  Ellis  to  John  J.  Guthrie.169  G.L.B. 

Executive  Department, 
Raleigh,  Aug.  23rd,  1859. 

I  have  this  day  rec'd  from  Capt.  A.  Lawrence,170  a  Chinese 
flag,  taken  by  you  in  an  assault  upon  the  Barrier  forts  in  the 
Canton  river  in  Nov.  1856,  by  the  forces  of  the  U.S.  Ships  San 
Jancinto,  Portsmouth  and  Levant,  as  a  present,  in  your  name, 
to  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 

Having  been  apprized  of  your  [wish]  to  make  this  disposition 
of  the  flag,  the  last  Gen.  Assembly,  by  resolutions,  authorized 
me  to  receive  it  from  you  on  behalf  of  the  State  and,  at  the  same 
time  to  express  to  you  the  high  appreciation  of  that  body  of 
your  gallantry  on  the  occasion  referred  to,  and  of  this  evidence 
of  your  veneration  for  the  State  of  your  birth. 

Believing  that  I  cannot  discharge  this  pleasing  duty  in  a  more 
acceptable  manner  than  by  transmitting  these  highly  compli- 
mentary resolutions,  I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  them  as  tran- 
scribed from  the  statute-book. 

These  resolutions  I  am  well  assured  are  none  the  less  expres- 
sive of  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  the  State  than  of  their 
representatives  who  enacted  them:  for;  they  have  ever  mani- 
fested a  lively  pleasure  at  the  honorable  distinctions  achieved 
by  the  sons  of  North  Carolina  in  every  department  of  the  public 
service.  Every  distinguished  action  of  the  citizen  proves  useful 
to  the  State,  in  the  example  it  affords  to  the  youth  of  the  country, 
who  are  thus  apprized  of  the  gratifying  rewards  that  ever  await 
a  faithful  discharge  of  duty. 

This  flag  so  gallantly  taken  by  you  in  the  maintenance  of 
the  rights  and  protection  of  American  citizens  in  a  distant  land, 
will  be  placed  among  the  valued  treasures,  and  will  be  looked 
upon  by  posterity  impressing  all  who  may  see  it  with  the  senti- 
ments of  esteem  in  which  are  held  the  brave  conduct  of  the 
faithful  soldier  in  the  service  of  his  country;  and  to  our  youth, 


169John  J.  Guthrie,  Lieutenant  in  the  United  States  Navy;  dismissed  July 
13,  1861;  became  First  Lieutenant  in  the  Confederate  States  Navy  July 
13,  1861;  assumed  command  at  New  Orleans,  October  14,  1861;  commanded 
Naval  Station,  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  1862-1863;  commanded  North 
Carolina  Steamer  "Ad-Vance,"  1864;  appointed  volunteer  aid,  personal  staff, 
Governor  Z.  B.  Vance,  March  23,  1865.  Officers  In  The  Confederate  States 
Navy,  1861-65   (Washington,  D.  C:  Government  Printing  Office,  1898),  54. 

170Alexander  W.  Lawrence,  Captain,  assigned  to  the  Commissary  Staff 
of  the  North  Carolina  Troops.  Moore,  Roster  of  North  Carolina  Troops,  I,  1. 
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to  whom  from  time  to  time  the  story  of  its  capture  may  be 
narrated,  will  be  told  that  it  is  a  trophy  for  which  the  State  is 
indebted  to  one  of  her  courageous  sons  who  entered  the  service 
of  his  country  when  a  mere  boy,  and  without  the  aid  of  fortune 
or  the  influence  of  powerful  friends  won  his  way  to  honorable 
distinction  by  his  own  upright  deportment  and  gallant  spirit. 
Thus,  sir,  will  a  valuable  lesson  be  taught  them  exciting  in  their 
bosoms  a  laudable  ambition  to  emulate  like  honorable  actions. 

Trusting  that  your  career  may  prove  one  of  continued  use- 
fulness to  the  country,  and  of  distinction  to  yourself, 


John  J.  Guthrie  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

National  Observatory. 
Washington  City.  Aug.  26th  1859. 

I  have  just  received  your  kind  and  pleasing  communication 
of  the  23d  Inst.,  and  prompted  by  the  cheering  emotions  they 
engender,  I  haisten  to  acknowledge  the  gratefying  pleasure. 

These  highly  complementary  resolutions  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  North  Carolina,  and  the  agreeable  manner  in  which 
you  have  conveyed  them,  is  such  a  generous  recognition  of  my 
feeble  efforts  to  evince  attachment  to  my  native  State,  that  I 
can  find  no  words  adequate  to  the  warmeth  of  my  gratitude  and 
appreciation  of  them,  yet  I  can  truly  say  it  has  ever  been  an 
honorable  incentive  and  sentiment  of  pride  with  me  to  know  that 
I  am  a  native  of  an  honest  and  patriotic  state,  and  her  approval 
is  a  recompence  for  the  past  and  charm  for  the  future. 


Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Fayetteville  N.C. 
Augt.  29.  1859. 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  &  to  thank  your  Excellency  sincerely, 
for  your  favors  of  20  &  23. 

On  23rd,  on  advice  from  Mr  Cassidey171  that  he  had  20  men 
ready,  I  wrote  him  to  send  them  to  Jones  Lock  if  white  &  Haw 


mJames  Cassidey. 
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Ridge  if  black,  on  receiving  notice  of  the  50  white  men  I  write 
him  again  to  send  25.  to  Jones  Lock,  where  we  already  have  near 
50. 

I  have  given  the  route  to  my  16  skilled  men  from  Penna  & 
expect  them  by  the  close  of  this  week. 

On  Saturday  while  at  Jones  Lock,  6  negroes  passed  up,  whom 
I  directed  to  Haw  Ridge  (4  slave  2  Free)  and  I  am  promised  by 
(Mr  Quince172  of  Wilmington)  the  master  of  the  four  to  send 
me  2  more. 

So  that  if  these  arrangements,  are  all  carried  out,  we  shall 
have  by  the  close  of  the  week  say  125  to  130  men  present  on 
the  works — this  force  I  consider  adequate  for  this  seasons  opera- 
tions, on  the  modified  plans  now  contemplated,  leaving  consider- 
able work  for  the  next  year,  necessarily. 

P.S.  From  Harnett  Co :  we  have  not  the  least  prospect  of  any 
aid,  but  words! 


Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Steamer  Haughton 
Haw  Ridge  Dam 
Augt  30.  1859. 
Averysboro'  P.O. 

I  am  just  in  rect  of  yr  favor  of  27.  on  my  return  from  Fayette- 
ville  (whence  I  wrote  you)  &  from  Jones  Lock. 

I  infer  from  yr  favor  &  Mr  Londons,173  that  it  will  not  be 
necessary  for  me  to  come  to  Raleigh  next  week,  and  this  suits 
the  work  best,  as  I  shall  be  specially  wanted  with  my  men  for 
some  time. 

Our  accounts  will  be  made  out,  &  will  be  forwarded  to  you  at 
Raleigh,  early  next  week,  for  the  month  of  Augt,  so  as  to  enable 
Mr  London  to  draw  for  the  amt  needed,  and  enable  him,  early  to 
visit  the  works  and  pay  off  the  indebtedness  incurred  since  his 
last  visit,  as  he  himself  proposes  in  a  letter  to  me  of  Augt  26. 
from  Raleigh. 

Our  pay  roll  here  now  includes  41  names,  say  36  to  38  present 

172Probably  Parker  Quince. 
173Henry  A.  London. 
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for  duty.  This  is  an  immense  improvement  over  the  early  days 
of  August  when  we  numbered  but  6 !  (now  27  Black  11  White) 

So  that  we  may  date  our  actual,  or  effective  commencement 
of  work  from  1st  Septr  only. 

I  am  afraid  there  was  something  mythical  about  Mr 
Cassideys174  50.  men — his  letters  represented  them,  as  waiting, 
anxious,  in  suspense,  yet  I  judge  from  later  letters,  he  has  some 
trouble  in  collecting  20.  or  25.  for  which  number  I  promptly 
wrote! 

As  we  have  a  large  amount  of  material  (bought  in  advance) 
to  pay  for  this  month  our  draft  for  dues  of  August  will  be 
pretty  heavy,  in  proportion  to  the  amt  of  work  done,  or 
commenced. 


Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Steamer  Haughton 
Haw  Ridge  Pool 
Septr  1st  1859. 

I  beg  to  advise  your  Excellency,  that  we  are  making  good 
progress  to-day,  in  fact  (as  you  know)  our  force  has  only 
recently  been  such  that  we  may  be  said  to  have  begun  to  work. 

Men  continue  to  present  themselves  almost  daily — mostly 
white  men — and  we  are  increasing  our  means  of  accomodation 
as  rapidly  as  practicable — we  are  just  erecting  1U  new  Berths  on 
board  the  Haughton,  and  have  already  added  10  to  those  put  up 
in  the  Shanty  Boat  by  Mr  Cassidy.175 

I  intend  to  fit  up  8  in  the  cabin  of  each  Flat  boat,  or  2U  in  all, 
in  them. 

Giving  an  ultimate  sleeping  accomodation  of  86,  and  a  prac- 
tical every  day  accomodation  of  say  70  to  78. 

To  about  70.  men  I  intend  to  raise  this  force,  as  early  as 
possible. 

I  regret  the  blacks  come  in  so  slowly,  as  we  are  now  compelled 
to  work  a  mixed  force.  White  &  Black,  which  presents  many 
inconveniences,  in  its  management,  &  accomodation. 


mJames  Cassidey. 
175James  Cassidey. 
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Still  with  patience,  I  hope  to  work  thro*  all  our  difficulties, 
tho'  they  are  numerous,  and  in  some  cases  unexpected. 

Then  from  the  appearance  of  the  country  &  all  the  information 
I  could  collect,  I  was  led  to  believe  that  Harnett  Co.  could 
readily  supply  subsistence  for  100  or  200  men,  along  the  River — 
So  far  from  this,  I  find  we  are  unable  at  any  price  to  obtain 
any  articles  of  food  in  the  country,  so  that  we  have  to  draw  all 
our  supplies  from  Fayetteville  &  Wilmington,  at  considerable 
expense  &  trouble. 

Without  the  resources  of  these  distant  markets,  we  would 
starve  as  effectually  in  Harnett  Co.  as  in  the  centre  of  the 
Atlantic  Ocean — there  is  absolutely  no  surplus  food  for  man  or 
beast,  and  the  residents  themselves  are  often  compelled,  to  buy 
provisions. 

The  only  products  for  Export,  which  the  people  have  in  this 
vicinity  are  timber  &  turpentine. 

I  receive  some  singular  letters  from  Mr  Cassidey — to  whom 
I  wrote  some  time  since  for  25  of  the  50  men  he  telegraphed  you 
he  had  ready,  and  wrote  me  "he  had  "anxiously  waiting" — from 
the  tenor  of  these  letters  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  these  50 
men,  have  not  always  been  "Men  in  Buckram" — a  mere  myth  in 
fact. 

Some  one  seems  to  have  hum  bugged  Mr  Cassidey,  on  this 
point.  Two  or  three  hundred  men,  are  reported  by  the  coal 
interest  (Tysons)  to  be  ready  to  join  us  from  Moore  County  & 
Mr  Cassidey  writes  me  on  this  point — I  am  convinced  that  all 
this  story,  is  pure  fiction. 

It  is  now  certain  beyond  peradventure  that  we  shall  receive 
no  assistance  whatever,  from  these  very  warm  friends  of  the 
River,  in  Harnett  Co.  of  whose  professions  we  have  heard  so 
much,  &  all  of  which  are  now  proven,  to  have  been,  false  & 
deceptive  throughout. 

The  Somerville  clique,176  I  apprehend  will  yet  give  me  some 
trouble  in  the  matter  of  materials,  but  I  am  already  making 
arrangements  to  counteract  them. 

[P.S.]  I  will  send  your  Excellency,  an  abstract  of  our  ac- 
counts early  next  week,  (as  Mr  London,177  requests)  so  that  you 
may  know  the  aggregate. 


176Unable  to  identify. 
mHenry  A.  London. 
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I  am  glad  you  will  not  require  me  in  Raleigh  this  month, — 
I  prefer  to  stay  with  my  men,  at  present,  and  they  need  me 
more  now,  than  in  the  future. 


A.  A.  Harbin178  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Mocksville,  Sept.  5th  1859. 

When  will  the  Rifles  for  the  "Davie  Rifle  Guards"  be  ready? 
We  are  needing  them  very  much  every  time  we  drill  or  parade. 
We  would  like  it  very  much,  if  your  Excellency  would  forward 
immediately  to  the  Captain  of  said  Company  the  new  Military 
Tac  Tics  published  by  Mr.  Hardy179  or  Hardie.  Please  let  me 
hear  from  you  soon. 


Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Steamer  Naughton 
Haw  Ridge  Pool 
Sept.  5th,  1859. 

By  a  common  fluctuation  of  the  White  Force,  of  this  country 
our  numbers  present  for  duty  at  Jones  Lock  suddenly  fell  a 
few  days  ago  to  25  men,  from  50. 

About  that  time  I  had  advices  per  Mr  Cassidy180  that  he  had 
sent  1U  men,  (all  who  would  agree  to  go  out  of  the  50  "anxiously 
waiting"!)  to  that  point. 

Now  we  are  doing  pretty  well,  but  our  force  is  not  yet  by 
any  means  up  to  the  limit  of  our  accomodations,  and  for  some 
time  to  come  we  shall  take  on  all  who  present  themselves. 

Some  leave  daily  and  others  come.  I  had  a  visit  last  week 
from  Col.  McNeill,181  and  Parson  McCoy!182  who  dined  with  me 


178A.  A.  Harbin,  Major,  Third  Battalion,  North  Carolina  Light  Artillery. 
Clark,  North  Carolina  Regiments,  IV,  650. 

179William  J.  Hardee  (1815-1873),  graduate  of  the  U.S.  Military  Academy, 
1838;  published  Rifle  and  Light  Infantry  Tactics,  known  as  "Hardee's 
Tactics,"  1855;  resigned  his  commission  in  the  U.S.  Army,  January  21, 
1861;  rose  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  General  in  the  Confederate  Service. 
Dictionary  of  American  Biography,  239-240. 

180James  Cassidey. 

181A.  S.  McNeill. 

182The  Rev.  Neill  McKay. 


Cape  Fear  and  Deep  River  Navigation  Works.  Original  in  ''Report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Communicating  the  Report  of  Officers  Appointed 
by  him  to  Make  the  Examination  of  the  Iron,  Coal,  and  Timber  of  the  Deep 
River  Country."  (U.S.  Congress,  35:2.  Senate.  Ex.  doc.  no.  26). 
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upon  our  homely  fare — the  latter  promised  me  4  negroes  to-day, 
to  hire  until  Christmas. 

The  quantity  of  work  to  be  done  here,  is  larger  than  at  almost 
any  other  point,  yet,  I  hope  to  dispatch  it  this  month,  &  also 
begin  Green  Rock — beyond  which  we  shall  move  along  faster. 

[P.S.]  I  enclose  for  your  Excellency  to  hand  over  to  Mr 
London,183  a  summary  of  our  accounts  for  the  month  of  August 
1859  Amounting  to  $  [5,638]  Please  hand  this  list  to  Mr  London 
when  he  Presents  himself  say  Thursday  Morning 


Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Steamer  Haughton 
Haw  Ridge  Pool 
Sept  6th  1859. 

We  are  this  day  a  little  perplexed  with  a  freshet,  over  3  feet 
deep  upon  the  Dams,  and  rising,  and  during  the  month  past  have 
been  annoyed  by  a  succession  of  little  rises — but  these  are  usual 
incidents  of  navigation  works,  though  rather  troublesome  ones. 

I  am  advised  that  my  16  skilled  men  from  Penna.  will  be  in 
Raleigh  this  evening  &  thence  march  hither,  being  due  here  on 
Thursday  next  at  noon — We  are  ready  for  them,  &  they  will  no 
doubt  do  us  good  service. 

The  health  of  the  Force  continues  good  only  one  man  down,  & 
he  with  Gravel,  which  is  hardly  due  to  the  Cape  Fear  River. 

I  enclosed  you  yesterday,  our  abstract  of  a/c  for  August — 
Total  $5638.  including  the  usual  $500.  advance.  Our  prospective 
force  will  not  be  adequate  (probably)  to  use  over  $7  to  $8000. 
per  mo. — so  the  $50,000  will  hold  out,  very  well,  as  far  as  I  can 
now  perceive. 


3Henry  A.  London. 
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A.  Dunnegan1M  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Mt  Airy  N  C  Sept  7th  1859. 

Dear  Sir  after  respects  I  will  say  to  you  that  I  have  ordered 
out  my  redgment  on  24  day  this  instant  and  as  thrie  are  several 
of  my  officer  with  out  commission  I  would  like  for  you  to  send 
me  some  Blanks  at  Least  one  Doz  Lt.  Col.  Thompson185  is  with 
out  the  Tacticks  I  hope  you  will  purcure  him  one  if  it  is  to  Be  had. 

Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Steamer  Naughton 
Haw  Ridge  Pool 
Sept.  7th  1859. 

After  closing  our  a/c  a  Bill  of  Mr  Sutton186  of  Wilmington 
came  in  for  $196.84  this  was  the  only  outstanding  Bill  due,  and 
it  may  yet  be  arranged  by  your  Excellency  requesting  Mr 
London187  to  draw  that  much  more  advance  money,  in  a  check 
(to  order  of  James  Cassidey)  to  be  sent  Sutton,  or  $696.84 
advance  instead  of  the  usual  $500. — Suttons  Bill  is  receipted,  and 
will  then  be  paid  at  once,  and  included  in  our  a/c  for  the  current 
month,  when  forwarded  early  in  October. 

The  Freshet  rose  to  about  4  feet  upon  the  Dams  (up  here) 
equal  to  about  12  Feet  at  Fayetteville  &  has  this  morning 
begun  to  subside. 


Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Steamer  Haughton 
Haw  Ridge  Pool 
Septr  10.  1859. 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the  5th  (Reed 
Yesterday) 


184A.  Dunnegan,  from  Surry  County,  First  Lieutenant,  Company  A, 
Twenty-Eighth  Regiment,  North  Carolina  Infantry.  Moore,  Roster  of 
North  Carolina  Troops,  II,  431. 

185Probably  j0hn  c.  Thompson,  farmer  in  the  Nixon  district  of  Surry 
County.  Eighth  Census  of  the  United  States,  1860,  Surry  County,  217. 

186Thomas  H.  Sutton,  clerk  for  T.C.&B.G.  Worth  Commission  Merchants, 
Wilmington.  Tuther,  Wilmington  Directory,  81. 

187Henry  A.  London. 
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We  are  progressing  pretty  well,  tho'  our  force  has  lately- 
suffered  some  singular  fluctuations,  from  various  causes. 

This  Evening  our  Watchman  detected  one  of  our  best  hands 
(a  slave)  stealing  bacon — he  was  taken  in  the  act,  and  as  the 
cook  (a  free  negro)  was  evidently  in  collusion  with  him,  we 
investigated  the  whole  case,  pending  which,  the  slave  took  to 
the  woods,  &  we  set  the  cook  ashore  at  9  P.M.  without  his  wages. 

This  is  probably  the  first  serious  attempt  at  plunder,  as  we 
have  been  as  vigilant  as  possible,  &  will  continue  so — neverthe- 
less some  petty  larcenies,  seem  unavoidable. 

We  have  been  rather  short  of  timber,  this  week,  but  have 
enough  now,  and  I  have  taken  steps  to  obviate  that  difficulty  in 
the  future,  as  far  as  practicable — we  have  at  this  moment  about 
300  M.  of  timber  afloat,  &  in  our  possession.  This  day  we  began 
to  work  upon  Green  Rock  Lock,  and  will  I  hope  progress  rapidly 
with  it,  as  our  hands  are  becoming  more  familiar  with  the  work. 

We  have  been  reinforced  this  week  by  our  16  skilled  men 
from  the  North,  and  should  the  weather  favor  us,  will  probably 
get  along  well  hereafter. 

I  must  confess  however,  that  there  are  very  great  difficulties, 
and  unusual  ones,  in  the  collection,  maintenance,  &  working, 
of  an  adequate  force  on  this  River. 

In  relation  to  the  Atlantic  &  North  Carolina  R.R.  it  will  give 
me  great  pleasure  to  conform  to  your  Excellency's  wishes,  so 
far  as  I  can,  without  prejudice  to  the  River  Works,  as  you  say. 

I  shall  be  able  to  spare  a  few  days  early  in  October  to  visit 
that  Work  with  Mr  Whitford188  the  President,  &  will  Telegraph 
him  from  Raleigh  about  the  8th  or  10th,  to  meet  me  in  Goldsboro' 
if  it  should  about  that  period  suit  his  convenience,  to  do  so. 

From  the  5th  to  the  15th  of  October,  I  can  arrange,  so  as  to 
be  comparatively  disengaged. 

In  the  proposition  relative  to  this  Railroad  I  recognize  a 
further  evidence  of  your  Excellency's  favor,  for  which  I  am 
very  grateful. 


188John  D.  Whitford. 
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Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Steamer  Haughton,  Haw  Ridge  Pool 
Septr  12th  1859. 
Averysboro'  P.O. 

Owing  to  the  way  mail  leaving  here,  only  once  in  two  days, 
it  is  quite  likely  this  letter  &  mine  of  the  10th,  will  reach  your 
Excellencys  hand,  at  the  same  moment. 

I  have  nothing  of  [the]  moment  to  Report  today,  except  that 
we  have  fairly  begun  to  work  on  Green  Rock  Lock,  and  I  am  glad 
to  be  able  to  say,  that  I  find  it  in  much  better  condition,  and 
requiring  much  less  labor  to  put  it  in  order  than  Haw  Ridge  does. 

Although  (owing  to  deficiency  of  force  in  Augt)  we  do  not 
seem  yet  to  have  effected  much,  nevertheless  we  have  been,  by 
no  means  idle,  and  I  am  yet  confident  (weather  favoring  us) 
that  we  shall  open  the  works  for  winter  Navigation — in  im 
perfect  order — but  better  much,  than  as  a  whole  they  have  hither 
to  been. 

noon.  I  am  just  leaving  for  Jones  Lock,  &  will  be  gone 
some  days. 

Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Cape  Fear  River  Works 
Steamer  Haughton 
Haw  Ridge  Pool 
Septr  15th  1859. 

I  beg  leave  to  report,  that  last  evening  we  reed.  23  negro  slaves 
from  Wilmington,  (as  Mr  Cassidey189  has  doubtless  advised 
you) — our  force  here  is  now  as  large,  as  we  at  present  need, 
being  60.  to  70.  present  on  the  Works. 

I  am  just  returned  from  Jones's  Lock,  where  I  was  compelled 
to  dismiss,  the  16  white  men  sent  thither  from  Wilmington  by 
Mr  Cassidey,  on  account,  of  a  misunderstanding  about  wages, 
which  made  these  men  a  mere  element  of  confusion  &  discord 
in  our  force — we  paid  them  off, — they  cost  us  about  $2.  a  day, 
worked  a  week  only,  and  did  very  little. 


189James  Cassidey. 
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We  are  now  working  successfully,  at  3  points,  Viz:  Jones, 
Haw  Ridge,  &  Green  Rock,  &  I  have  made  arrangements  for 
commencing  at  Red  Rock,  sometime  next  week,  where  we  shall 
work  a  white  force  of  20  to  25  men. 

The  Health  of  the  force  continues  entirely  satisfactory. 


John  W.  Ellis  to  David  L.  Swain.  U-Swain. 

Executive  Office, 
Raleigh,  Sept.  15th,  1859. 

Herewith  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  resolution  passed  by  the 
Gen.  Assembly  of  this  State,  at  its  late  Session,  concerning  the 
documentary  history  of  N.C. 

The  resolution,  as  you  will  perceive,  expresses  the  wish  of  the 
Legislature,  that  Dr  Hawks  and  yourself  "edit  and  Publish" 
certain  portions  of  the  documentary  history  of  the  State,  upon 
plans  submitted  in  your  joint  memorial. 

Being  desirous  of  furthering  the  important  objects  of  the 
Resolution,  and  of  discharging  the  duty  therein  imposed  upon 
me,  I  would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  you  at  your  earliest  con- 
venience, that  I  may  be  placed  in  possession  of  your  views  on  the 
subject.  I  have  already  communicated,  formally,  with  Dr  Hawks 
with  reference  to  the  matter. 

[Enclosure] 

Resolution  concerning  the  publication  of  the 

documentary  history  of  North  Carolina 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  authorized  to  enter  into  an 
arrangement  with  Dr.  Francis  L.  Hawks  and  Hon.  David  L. 
Swain,  to  edit  and  publish,  within  the  next  two  years,  two 
volumes  of  the  "Documentary  History  of  North  Carolina  or  of 
the  Statutes  at  large"  of  this  State,  upon  the  plan  and  conditions 
set  forth  in  their  memorial  to  this  General  Assembly;  provided, 
That  edition  shall  not  consist  of  more  than  1000  copies  of 
each  volume. 

Ratified  16th.  Feb'ry,  1859 
True  copy 
Graham  Daves, 
Private  Sec'ty. 
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Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

C.F.  &  D.R.  Works 
Steamer  Haughton 
near  Averysboro'  N.C. 
Septr  16.  1859. 

We  have  now  worked  Kidder  &  Martins190  20  slaves  enough 
under  their  overseer,  to  find  that  our  interests  would  be  pro- 
moted by  paying  him,  to  stay  away. 

All  such  arrangements  involving  the  employment  of  the  over- 
seer, are  vicious,  because  the  owners  interest  being  to  fatten 
&  strengthen  his  stock  for  future  use,  while  in  our  pay,  the 
overseer  is  sent  by  him,  not  to  make  the  negroes  work,  but  to 
see,  that  they  dont. 

In  this  particular  case,  the  man  sent  as  overseer,  sets  bad 
example  to  our  Foremen  (one  of  whom  he  is  installed  by  agree- 
ment) by  carrying  an  umbrella  when  the  sun  shines!  sitting 
down  on  the  work  &c ! ! 

His  men  do  very  little  work,  &  re-act  badly  on  those  they 
found  here,  who  were  excellent  hands,  prior  to  the  arrival  of 
the  new  comers,  but  are  rapidly  following  them  into  indolence. 

The  Wilmington  White  Men,  have  proved  a  most  miserable 
venture,  and  the  usefulness  of  the  slaves  from  there,  is  marred, 
by  the  ridiculous  overseer,  sent  to  take  care,  that  they  dont  work. 

Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

[September  17,  1859] 

I  am  glad  to  be  this  day  able  to  Report  to  your  Excellency  on 
two  points,  definitely,  which  have  hitherto  been  uncertain,  and 
both  matters  of  great  concern  to  me,  for  some  time. 

1.  Subsistence  2.  Health. 
I  find  now  by  a  close  estimate  based  mainly  on  actual  Bills  paid, 
or  rendered,  that  our  subsistence  since  leaving  Wilmington  has 


190Kidder  and  Martin,  commission  merchants  and  dealers  in  lumber  at  6 
South  Water  Street,  Wilmington.  Partners  of  the  firm  were  Edward  Kidder 
and  S.  N.  Martin.  Tuther,  Wilmington  Directory,  51,  59. 
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cost  us  $586.  for  1595  days  boarding  of  hands  worked,  or  in 
fact  for  1595  days  worked  =  36  c  per  day  per  man,  for  subsis- 
tence. My  estimate  for  this  has  always  been,  1/3  of  a  dollar,  per 
day,  per  man,  and  if  we  add  extra  meals  to  guests,  and  the  sub- 
sistence of  Officers,  not  included,  we  are  not  living  at  a  higher 
cost,  than  33  c  per  head,  per  day,  including  Black  &  White,  who 
fare  very  nearly  alike.  The  above  includes  cooks  wages,  but  not 
furniture,  which  last  is  yet  in  hand  in  good  order. 

2.  Health I  have  that  it  good  policy,  and  have  expended 

a  few  dollars,  in  simple  medecines  for  current  use  amongst  the 
men — in  a  few  cases  I  have  called  in  Dr  McKay,191  and  during 
Dog  Days,  managed  with  him  for  a  weekly  visit.  We  have  now 
about  75  men  in  this  force,  and  only  2  in  the  sick  list,  slightly 
complaining — Dr  McKay  assures  me,  that  after  October  1st, 
(now  near  at  hand),  we  need  have  no  fears  of  any  serious 
sickness  amongst  our  men,  &  hq  tells  me,  that  the  country 
people  (who  have  suffered  from  bilious  complaints  far  more 
than  us)  are  all  now  convalescing. 

So  that  your  Excellency  need  not  be  longer  concerned  for  us, 
upon  the  score  of  Health. 

I  am  right  glad  the  predictions  of  the  people  of  the  country 
far  &  near,  have  failed  on  this  point,  &  that  for  this  year  at  least, 
the  Cape  Fear  River,  cannot  be  denominated  sickly. 

We  had  excessively  heavy  showers  last  night,  and  the  river 
is  now  Swelling.  I  have  not  apprehensions  of  any  serious  rise, 
or  of  any  loss — but  these  incessant  little  rises  are  very  annoying, 
they  hinder  us  much. 

The  statements  of  the  Residents  do  not  seem  to  be  confirmed 
regarding  the  River,  they  predicted  low  water  from  Augt  1st 
forward  until  Christmas — my  experience  is  that  the  water  has 
been  generally  lower,  and  much  more  favorable  for  us  from 
May  to  July — than  since. 

Kidder  &  Martins192  20  slaves,  work  better  to-day.  I  have 
now  the  details  of  the  arrangements  with  them — they  are  only 
hired  for  1  month  certain,  &  should  they  leave  then,  they  will 
have  cost  us,  about  $1  3/8  dollars  per  day  &  their  Boarding! 


191Dr.  John  A.  McKay  practiced  medicine  in  Harnett  County  (1854-1885). 
Fowler,  They  Passed  This  Way,  138-139. 
192Edward  Kidder  and  S.  N.  Martin. 
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These  are  high  figures  for  negro  laborers,  &  are  the  highest  we 
have  yet  touched. 

Instead  of  marching  hither,  from  Fayetteville,  they  had  a 
negro  in  attendance  at  a  cost  of  §10  a  day  to  us  &c  &c. 

Steamer  Haughton 
C.F.&D.R.  Works 
Haw  Ridge  Pool 
Septr  17th  1859 

We  have  now  men  enough  at  this  point. 


David  L.  Swain  to  John  W.  Ellis.  UNC. 

Chapel  Hill,  17  Sep.  1859. 

Your  note  of  the  15  calling  my  attention  to  the  Resolution  of 
the  last  General  Assembly  "Concerning  the  publication  of  the 
documentary  history  of  North  Carolina,"  was  received  yesterday. 

I  have  this  morning  written  to  Dr.  Hawks193  enclosing  a  copy 
of  your  communication  and  will  not  be  able  to  return  a  definite 
reply  until  I  shall  hear  from  him. 


John  S.  Littell  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Germantown,  Pennsylvania, 
19th  Sepr.  1859. 

It  would  grieve  me  to  be  thought  officious;  but,  having,  in  a 
letter  to  a  private  friend,  suggested  removal,  by  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  of  the  remains  of  General  Francis  Nash,194  of 
Revolutionary  memory,  from  obscure  interment  in  the  vicinage 
of  Philadelphia,  where,  in  a  few  years,  there  will  be  none  to 
guard  the  frail  memorial,  reared  above  his  honored  dust  by  a 
patriotic  citizen, — a  stranger  to  all  but  his  noble  achievements, — 
and  as  that  letter  was  deemed  of  sufficient  interest,  on  account 
of  its  subject  and  suggestion,  to  be  made  public,  although  cer- 


103Francis  Nash  (c.1742-1777),  born  in  Virginia;  moved  to  Hillsboro, 
North  Carolina,  about  1763;  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Orange 
County,  1764-1765;  from  Hillsboro,  1773-1775;  member  of  Provincial  Con- 
gress, April  and  August,  1775;  appointed  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  First 
Regiment,  Continental  Line,  1775;  Brigadier  General,  1777.  Lefler  and 
Wager,  Orange  County,  335. 

104Francis  L.  Hawks. 
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tainly  not  written  with  such  a  thought,  I  take  the  liberty  of  tres- 
passing, for  a  few  moments,  upon  your  time,  in  renewal  of 
the  proposition  that  the  legislature,  through  Executive  recom- 
mendation, shall  direct  the  disinterment, — and  the  erection  of 
a  suitable  monument  over  the  remains  of  one  of  our  purest 
patrits,  and  earliest  martyrs,  at  the  Capitol  of  his  Native  State. 

In  a  few  years  the  descendents  of  the  honoured  revolutionary 
stock  will  number  comparatively  few,  in  proportion  to  the 
descendents  of  the  overshadowing  numbers  who  daily  seek  our 
shores  from  their  European  homes;  and  the  sentiment  must, 
inevitably,  be  wanting  to  prompt  a  generous  care  of  places  so 
sacred  to  the  patriotic  heart ;  or,  will  be  inoperative  in  prompting 
adequate  renewal,  and  care,  of  whatsoever  may  have  been  done 
to  rescue  from  total  obliteration  and  oblivion,  the  burial  places 
of  many  of  those  whose  memories  should  be  a  precious,  natural 
inheritance. 

A  memorial,  at  the  Capitol,  erected  over  his  remains,  by  the 
appreciating  gratitude,  and  generous  pride,  of  North  Carolina, 
to  the  honour  of  one  of  the  earliest  martyrs  to  a  cause  the 
most  important  to  the  interests  of  mankind  than  any  save  only 
the  Advent  of  the  Saviour  of  the  World,  and  the  establishment 
of  Christianity, — while  it  would  be  but  simple  discharge  of  duty 
which  can  hardly  fail  of  substantive  recognition,  would  tell  to 
the  Country  and  to  the  world,  that  the  spirit,  prevading  the 
entire  community,  which  prompted  and  executed  the  noble  and 
original  act,  immortal  as  the  Mecklenburg  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, still  burns  brightly  in  the  bosoms  of  the  free, 
enlightened  and  prosperous,  sons  of  a  State,  upon  which  his 
character  has  shed  imperishable  lustre;  and  which  has,  always 
been  unfalteringly,  faithful  in  devotion  to  that  Union,  in  the 
glorious  establishment  of  which  she  so  largely  contributed. — 

In  execution  the  proposition,  I  would  suggest  the  appointment 
of  a  Committee  to  superintend  the  disinterment,  and  to  convey 
the  remains  to  the  Capitol  of  North  Carolina.  This  would  be  a 
becoming  manifestation  of  veneration,  not  unworthy  the  char- 
acter of  the  State.  The  removal  of  the  remains,  from  the  place 
of  disinterment  to  the  point,  and  at  the  hour,  of  embarkation, 
would,  I  am  sure,  be  accompanied  by  proper  civic  and  military 
honours. 

My  cooperation  with  the  Committee  would  be,  proudly 
accorded. 
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Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

[September  19,  1859] 

I  advised  your  Excellency  that  the  River  was  swelling  on 
Saturday — that  night,  it  rose  fast,  and  we  had  to  turn  out  at 
11  P.M.  and  keep  part  of  the  force  on  duty  all  night! 

This  freshet  is  about  5  feet  on  the  Dams,  equal  to  15  Feet 
Rise  at  Fayetteville ! 

This  is  the  second  considerable  freshet  in  2  weeks!  and  the 
4th  or  5th  since  Augt  1st. 

Indeed  since  Augt  1.  we  have  not  had  a  single  day  of  low,  or 
even  ordinary  water,  the  River  has  ruled  high  constantly. 

This  is  all  very  vexatious,  and  interferes  essentially  with  our 
work. 

We  have  lost  nothing  material,  directly  (say  a  dozen  sticks  of 
timber)  but  indirectly,  in  being  unable  to  work  our  men  to 
advantage,  we  have  suffered,  considerably,  tho'  unavoidably. 

At  this  point  I  reed  your  note  of  Septr  17th — I  will  now  soon 
come  to  an  understanding  with  Kidder  &  Martins195  Overseer, 
and  hope  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  dismiss  him. 

C.F.&D.R.  Works 
Steamer  Haughton 
near  Averysborough 
Septr  19th  1859 

Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

[September  22,  1859] 

I  have  now  to  Report  the  3rd  Freshet,  within  2.  weeks — the 
highest  yet,  &  rising  still.  These  constant  high  waters,  obstruct 
our  work,  most  seriously. 

While  we  had  no  force,  the  waters  were  invariably  low,  & 
since  we  have  had  an  adequate  number  of  hands,  the  River  is 
constantly  up  impeding  our  progress  at  every  step. 

Our  Experience  is  proving  the  necessity  of  beginning  work  on 
this  River,  with  a  strong  force,  early  in  the  season,  the  moment 
the  winter  waters  subside,  say  about  the  middle  of  April,  and 
availing  them  of  all  low  &  moderate  water. 


195Edward  Kidder  and  S.  N.  Martin. 
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From  May  to  September,  this  year,  the  highest  rise  was  only  3 
feet,  and  for  the  most  of  the  time  the  river  ruled  very  low,  but 
since  Septr  1st,  when  according  to  the  Residents,  we  ought  to 
have  had  low  water,  we  have  already  had  3 — Freshets  of  5  feet 
Rise,  upon  the  Dams,  or  15  Feet  at  Fayetteville. 

My  situation  just  now,  is  not  a  little  harassing,  but  I  am  far 
from  despairing,  and  will  do  my  best. 

But  for  these  unusual  waters  (if  I  may  call  them  so)  we 
would  now  be  finishing,  Jones's  &  Haw  Ridge  &  far  advanced 
at  Green  Rock. 

I  am  about  starting  Red  Rock,  &  have  a  Boarding  Master, 
now  on  the  ground,  &  fitting  up  for  men. 

C.F.&D.R.  Works 
near  Averysborough 
Septr  22.  1859 

Elhvood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

[September  25,  1859] 

I  am  just  returned  from  a  visit  to  Jones's  Lock  &  Fayetteville. 

I  found  the  works  at  Jones's  pretty  much  submerged,  the  men 
idle,  and  our  White  Force  there  undergoing  one  of  its  minimum 
fluctuations  being  reduced  to  about  20  men.  The  men  at  that 
point  have  been  rendered  much  discontented  by  letters  addressed 
to  them  from  the  Wilmington  &  Rutherford  Railroad,  promising 
them  higher  wages,  and  constant  employment — so  that  between 
this,  the  Fayetteville  Road,  and  the  people  of  that  interesting 
place,  who  make  it  their  business,  to  do  all  in  their  power,  to 
discontend,  &  to  withdraw  our  hands,  we  are  likely  to  find  it 
difficult  to  keep  an  adequate  force  in  that  vicinity. 

With  open  hostility,  &  indifference,  encompassing  us  on  all 
sides,  it  is  rather  a  difficult  task  to  advance  properly  with  these 
works — it  seems  like  thrusting  an  improvement  of  a  River,  upon 
an  unwilling  people. 

We  are  compelled  to  work  this  day,  upon  Green  Rock,  in  order 
to  get  it  in  condition  to  meet  the  next  swell  of  the  River,  without 
laying  our  force  idle  on  such  occasion,  which  has  latterly  been 
a  weekly  one. 

The  Rise  of  the  last  Freshet  was  about  19  Feet,  at  the  Tail 
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of  Cross  Creek  Lock,  submerging  the  whole  of  that  work,  about 
2  feet  deep,  over  the  top  of  the  Lock  Wall. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  we  are  now  done  with  the  freshets,  for 
a  month  or  two,  &  if  so  we  shall  advance  well — otherwise  not. 

The  Wilmington  negroes  are  now  doing  better,  and  their 
owners  disclaim  any  intention  of  preventing  them  from  exerting 
their  full  strength. 

Cape  Fear  River  Works 
near  Averysborough 
Harnett  Co.  N.C. 
Septr  25th  1859 


Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

[September  28,  1859] 

I  am  just  in  Rect  of  your  Excellencys  note  of  24.  mailed  26. 

Yesterday,  I  had  advices  of  same  tenor  from  Mr  Cassidey,196 
and  wrote  him,  that  we  has  as  many  laborers  now,  as  we  could 
conveniently  quarter,  feed,  &  work  to  advantage,  in  our  floating 
force,  and  therefore  declined  the  offer — had  I  then  been  in  Rect 
of  your  favor  of  24.  I  would  have  endeavored  to  arrange  to 
receive  the  hands,  in  accordance  with  your  wishes,  but  it  must 
have  been  quite  inconvenient. 

A  few  slave  carpenters  would  be  quite  acceptable. 

Our  Experience  has  most  completely,  borne  out  your  opinions, 
on  the  relative  efficiency  of  laboring  force,  as  expressed  to  me 
in  the  outset  of  our  work. 

We  are  getting  on  very  well  this  week,  and  are  so  far  ad- 
vanced with  the  Haw  Ridge  Work,  as  to  enable  me  to  move 
our  Steamer  and  working  fleet,  this  week,  up  into  the  next 
Pool  above,  where  we  shall  lay  opposite  the  mouth  of  Upper 
Little  River,  in  Green  Rock  Pool,  Averysborough,  Harnett  Co: 
being  still  our  P.O. 

I  will  attend  Mr  Whitford197  in  October,  and  will  write  him  at 
Newbern,  when  I  will  be  able  to  meet  him  at  Goldsboro: 

An  Election  to  definitely  fix  the  County  Seat  of  Harnett 
Co:,198  will  be  held  at  the  various  precincts,  on  October  27th, 


196James  Cassidey. 

197John  D.  Whitford. 

198See  letter  from  James  R.  Grady  to  Ellis,  October  29,  1859. 
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and  so  far  as  I  can  incidentally  learn,  there  seems  to  be  little 
doubt  of  the  selection  of  Lillington,  on  the  West  Bank  of  the 
Cape  Fear  River,  2  miles  above  Fox  Island  Dam,  (no.  10.)  and 
about  39  miles  North  of  Fayetteville. 

As  Lillington,  is  immediately  upon  an  elevated  Bank  of  the 
River,  and  commanding  a  view  of  it  for  several  miles,  its  selec- 
tion can  hardly  fail  to  please  the  friends  of  steamboat  navigation 
on  the  Cape  Fear. 

Cape  Fear  River  Works 
near  Averysborough 
Harnett  Co.  N.C. 
Septr  28th  1859 


Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

[September  30,  1859] 

I  have  advised  Mr  London,199  that  I  will  be  in  Raleigh  with 

our  accounts  for  September,  on  Wednesday  (5th)  or  Thursday 

(6th  October),  and  have  written  Mr  Whitford,200  that  I  will 

meet  him  in  Goldsboro,  on  Friday,  the  7th  Oct.  in  order  to  visit 

his  Road. 

I  will  strive  to  be  again  in  Raleigh,  on  the  10th  or  11th,  & 
will,  (of  course)  wait  upon  your  Excellency,  prior  to  my  return 
to  the  River. 

We  are  getting  along  very  well  this  week. 

The  pretended  friends  of  the  River  about  Summerville,  having 
failed  to  coerce  us  into  following  their  views,  are  now  displaying 
their  friendship,  by  predicting  a  failure  in  our  attempts  to  open 
the  River! — in  their  estimation,  success  could  only  attend 
upright?  &  Estimable?  contractors,  to  whom  all  the  work  ought 
to  have  been  given! 

Cape  Fear  River  Works 
Sept  30,  1859 

Tomorrow  at  noon  we  move  up  into  Green  Rock  Pool,  near 
Upper  Little  River. 


199Henry  A.  London. 
200John  D.  Whitford. 
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Claudius  B.  Benson  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

F.S.  &  M.  Institute 
Duplin  Co.  N.C. 
Oct.  12th  1859. 

May  I  be  allowed  to  submit  a  matter  of  Some  importance  to 
the  cadets  of  this  institution,  to  the  consideration  of  your  ex- 
cellency? In  accordance  with  received  instructions,  we  received 
last  spring  from  Mr.  Morris201  Keeper  of  Public  Arms  at  New 
Berne,  sixty  muskets  with  bayonets  and  cartridgeboxes,  but  no 
belts  accompanying.  After  repeated  letters  of  inquiry,  we  are 
informed  that  we  must  apply  to  your  excellency  to  obtain  the 
belts  (without  which  bayonet  and  cartridge  box  are  useless,  as 
your  excellency  is  aware).  The  muskets  furnished  were  in  very 
bad  order,  a  portion  of  them  bronzed,  and  a  part  unbronzed,  the 
cartridge  boxes  much  larger  than  those  now  in  use  and  entirely 
unfit  for  cadets  to  use — the  bayonets  rusty,  and  unsuited  to  the 
musket.  These  are  serious  hindrances  to  the  intelligent  progress 
of  the  cadets  as  citizen  soldiery,  to  which  we  most  respectfully 
beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  Your  excellency,  in  the  earnest 
hope  that  you  will  lend  us  a  helping  hand.  The  corps  is  a  very 
large  and  enthusiastic  one,  and  it  is  a  sad  pity  that  it  cannot 
appear  properly,  for  the  want  of  a  few  equipments.  This  fact 
is  the  more  to  be  lamented,  from  the  consideration  that  "Franklin 
Military  Institute"  sends  out  from  time  to  time,  teachers,  whose 
military  education  is  of  course,  affected  by  these  deficiencies. 
May  we  ask  the  kind  attention  of  Your  Excellency  to  the  same? 

Mt.  Olive  P.O. 
Wayne  Co.  N.C. 


Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

[October  4,  1859] 

I  have  the  honor  to  advise  your  Excellency,  that  we  are  now 
getting  along  very  well  with  our  River  Works. 
We  have  this  day,  employed  (October  UtK)  1859. 


201James  C.  Morris. 
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At  Jones  Lock 30. 

"  Red  Rock 12. 

"  Haw  Ridge 30. 

"  Green  Rock   36. 

Officers,  Watchmen,  &c. . .  5. 
In  stone  Contractors  force 

at  McAllisters  Quarry  ...  12. 


All  White 

All  Black 

16  white  20  black 

White 


Total  River  Force 125.     men,  white  &  black 

We  have  moved  up  into  Green  Rock  Pool,  and  lay  opposite  to 
Upper  Little  River,  along  the  East  Bank. 

Haw  Ridge  Lock  &  Dam,  are  nearly  finished,  they  were  in 
bad  condition,  and  required  a  great  deal  of  work — more  than  I 
expected — but  on  the  other  hand  I  am  glad  to  assure  you,  that 
several  other  of  the  works,  are  found  on  a  critical  examination, 
to  be  in  better  order  than  I  supposed,  so  that  on  the  average,  / 
am  not  disappointed,  in  the  condition  of  the  River  Works. 

We  shall  need  for  the  dues  of  the  past  month  about  $8000.  to 
$9000. — if  I  can  before  the  mail  closes,  I  will  state  this  more 
accurately. 

So  that  you  will  perceive,  we  are  not  expending  money  more 
rapidly,  than  was  anticipated,  and  I  am  able  to  re-iterate,  that 
the  $50,000.  appropriated  for  this  years  work,  will  fully  cover 
our  expenses,  (in  all  probability),  or  at  least  more,  than  satisfy, 
all  demands  prior  to  the  10th  of  January  1860,  at  which  period 
(I  presume)  your  Excellency  will  have  at  command  the  $50,000. 
appropriated  for  next  years  work. 

I  shall  soon  now,  commence  upon  the  next  Lock  above,  (Big 
Island)  which  I  am  glad  to  say  is  one  of  those,  which  requires 
less  work  than  I  expected,  hitherto. 

At  an  early  day,  I  intend  to  arrange  for  commencing  work 
at  Fox's  Island,  which  is  the  most  formidable  point  above  this, 
&  is  the  one  in  which  Parson  McCoy  is  so  much  interested,  that 
he  pledges  himself  to  raise  30  hands  to  work  there,  whenever 
called  upon. 

This  (Fox's  Island)  is  now  the  chief  obstacle,  before  us,  and 
should  we  overcome  it,  our  way  to  Deep  River  will  not  be  difficult. 

Of  course,  we  shall  have  to  skip  a  number  of  works,  which 
are  now  in  tolerable  order,  and  turn  back  upon  them,  next  year, 
but  I  have  not  yet  by  any  means  abandoned  the  Hope  of  opening 
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the  navigation,  yet  this  winter,  to  the  Gulf,  in  tolerable  order 
&  Condition — at  least  I  can  assure  you,  that  no  effort  will  be 
spared  to  that  end. 

Cape  Fear  River  Works 
Steamer  Haughton 
Green  Rock  Pool 
near  Averysborough 
October  4th  1859 

P.S.    Our  a/c  for  September  1859.  is  summarily  Thus: 

Pay  Rolls, Labor,  &  Services $3312.43 

Supplies,  Timber,  Lumber,  Iron,  and 

Contingencies  3980.90 

Advance  Money,  probably  needed 1000. 


Total  Amt  of  Draft  for 

September  a/c,  1859 $8293.33. 

of  which  Mr  London202  is  fully  advised. 

Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

[October  13,  1859] 

I  beg  to  advise  you  that  I  am  just  returned  from  Newbern 
&  leave  at  6  p.m.  for  our  Works  on  Cape  Fear  River. 

I  made  a  general  examination  of  the  entire  line  of  the  Atlantic 
&  North  Carolina  R.R.  and  a  particular  one,  of  all  the  leading 
mechanical  structures — it  is  in  the  main,  a  good  work,  but  in- 
complete in  some  details. 

I  have  adopted  a  plan  for  covering,  Trent  River  Viaduct, 
which  will  be  successful,  and  as  far  as  practicable,  avoid  adding 
to  the  risks  of  fire  &  storm, 

I  propose  only,  to  roof  it  complete,  and  side  it  as  low  as  the 
underside  of  the  arches  only — leaving  the  whole  arch  segment 
open  for  the  passage  of  wind,  and  securing  in  a  substantial  man- 
ner the  covered  portion  of  the  side. 

I  will  send  you  an  abstract  of  my  Report  to  the  President 


^Henry  A.  London. 
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(Mr  Whitford203)  whenever  drawn  up,  and  regret  I  had  not  the 
opportunity  of  reporting  verbally,  to  you  first. 

Raleigh 
Oct  13th 
1859 


Jesse  D.  Bucker20*  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

State  of  N.C.  Chatham 
County  This  October 
15th  A  D  1859. 

I  as  one  of  your  humble  Servants  How  has  waited  pashantly 
the  arival  Of  a  commishion  ever  Since  last  fall  And  has  not 
Seen  it  yet  that  is  fore  Collonel  of  the  94  Ridgment  of  the  Malitia 
of  N.C.  not  that  I  feel  worthy  Of  the  ofice  of  Colonel  but  that 
I  want  To  honor  the  cause  of  our  fore  Fathers  I  was  duley  elected 
by  a  majority  of  the  Regment  and  I  would  be  glad  you  would 
sende  a  commishion  fore  me  as  soon  as  You  can  conveniently  do 
so  and  also  Sende  me  a  quier  of  Commishions  to  Commishion 
Company  officers  Sende  Them  to  Hadleys  mills  p.o.  N  C  Chatham 
County  Jesse  D  Buckner  Colonel  So  nomore  at  presant  but  hoping 
you  will  attend  to  my  requeste  so  fare  well  Jesse  D  Buckner 
your  moste  humble  Servante  To  his  Excelancy  The  Govner  Mr 
Ellis  on  One  other  thing  I  thaut  to  have  mentioned  that  is  whare 
thare  is  belongin  to  the  Regement  a  Volunteer  company  that 
has  nearly  gon  down  what  must  be  done  with  the  arms  that 
formly  belong  to  Said  Company  thare  is  one  that  belongs  to 
the  94  Regement  that  is  in  that  condition  and  the  men  that  giv 
bond  for  the  same  is  both  dead  the  arms  verry  much  out  of 
order  and  I  would  like  to  know  what  to  do  with  them 


"Vohn  D.  Whitford. 

^Jesse  D.  Buckner,  farmer  in  the  Eastern  District  of  Chatham  County; 
Eighth  Census  of  the  United  States,  1860,  Chatham  County,  73.  Colonel 
of  the  Ninety-Fourth  Regiment,  North  Carolina  Militia.  This  information 
from  the  above  letter. 
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Henry  M.  Shaw  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Indian  Town  N.C. 
Octr  20.  59. 

I  enclose  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have 
lately  received  from  the  Prest.  of  the  Al  &  Ch  Canal  Co,  which 
contains  information  which  I  deem  it  proper  to  submit  to  the 
Board  of  Int  Impt.  At  the  time  notices  were  given  for  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Board  in  June,  I  was  absent  from  home  &  received 
no  notice,  and  knew  nothing  either  of  the  meeting  or  the  action 
of  the  Board  until  some  time  after  my  return  home  in  August — 
I  addressed  to  Mr  Parks205  a  letter  of  inquiry,  to  which  the 
enclosed  is  a  copy  of  his  reply. 

It  is  my  understanding,  as  I  believe  it  was  the  understanding 
of  the  Legislature  of  N.C.  and  your  predecessor  that  the  con- 
tractors were  to  complete  the  work  for  the  sum  of  $800,000  and 
the  State  was  therefore  to  own  in  the  work  in  the  proportion 
of  $350,000  to  $800.000— and,  as  I  found  after  having  entered 
upon  the  discharge  of  my  duty  as  a  Director  for  the  State,  that 
they  had  executed  no  control  binding  themselves  to  its  per- 
formance, I  offered  the  resolution  referred  to  in  the  enclosed 
copy,  the  object  of  which  was  to  require  them  to  execute  such 
a  contract  and  give  adequate  security  for  the  performance  of 
the  work,  for  the  sum  of  $900,000,  the  Board  having,  in  Jany 
last,  agreed  to  give  them  $100,000  in  addition  to  that  of 
$800,000  orginally  agreed  upon.  It  would  seem  from  the  enclosed, 
that,  so  far  from  complying  with  that  just  demand  of  the  Board, 
these  rapacious  contractors  are  now  to  be  allowed  an  additional 
sum  of  $250,000;  so  that  should  their  exactions  stop  here  even, 
and  of  this  I  do  not  entertain  even  the  shadow  of  a  hope,  North 
Carolina  will  own  in  the  work  in  the  proportion  of  $350,000 
to  $1,150,000 

You  will  also  perceive  that  the  President  has  been  authorised 
to  issue  Company  Bonds  to  the  amt  of  $400,000  to  be  sold  as 
low  as  87 V2  cents  on  the  dollar  and  the  Canal  mortgaged  for 
their  payment  Since  my  appointment  as  a  State  Director  I  have 
used  my  best  efforts  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  State  and 
have   had   the   zealous   cooperation   of   my   colleagues,    Messrs 


205Marshall  Parks  (1820-1900),  born  in  North  Carolina;  businessman  in 
Norfolk,  Virginia;  President  of  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal  Com- 
pany, 1855-1881.  Economist  (Elizabeth  City),  June  15,  1900;  Norfolk 
Virginian-Pilot,  January  30,  1955. 
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Wilson206  &  Jones;207  how  ineffectual  these  efforts  have  been 
you  are  already  aware.  I  regret  to  have  to  say  that  at  no  time 
has  the  Presdt.  of  the  Company  shown  the  least  disposition  to 
oppose  what  I  consider  the  unjust  demands  and  exactions  of 
the  contractors 

It  remains  for  your  excellency  and  the  Int:  Imp:  Board,  to 
adopt  such  means  as  may  be  in  your  power  to  put  a  check  to 
these  abuses,  and  protect  the  interests  of  the  State 


Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

[October  23,  1859] 

I  have  the  honor  to  advise  you  that  we  are  progressing  very 
well  with  our  works,  tho'  none  of  them  proceed  as  rapidly  as  I 
could  desire.  We  find  more  to  do  at  some  and  less  at  others  than 
had  been  expected. 

Having  no  means  of  making  fire  in  our  Boats  except  in  the 
cooks  galleys,  our  men  suffer  some  in  cold  mornings,  and  shrink 
a  little  at  the  sound  of  the  turning  out  Bell,  one  hour  before  day, 
but  we  shall  soon  get  used  to  Frost. 

I  have  made  arrangements  for  commencing  work  on  the  1st 
of  Novr,  at  Foxs  Island,  (Dam  no  10.) — the  point  about  which 
Parson  McCoy208  &  others  have  been  so  solicitous,  and  they  have 
agreed  to  furnish  30  men  for  that  job,  independent  of  our  present 
force. 

We  are  now  at  work  at  Jones  (no  2)  Red  Rock  (no  4)  Haw 
Ridge  (no  5)  Green  Rock  (no  6)  some  of  which  are  well  ad- 
vanced towards  completion,  and  we  shall  soon  begin  Big  Island 
(no  7.)  and  Fox  Island  (no  10.). 

By  skipping  those  works,  (for  the  present)  which  are  now 
in  tolerable  order,  I  still  think  the  winter  will  find  us  in  the  coal 


206William  G.  Wilson,  State  director  of  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake 
Canal  Company,  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Internal  Improvements,  1857-?. 
Documents:  Executive  and  Legislative.  Session  1858-59  (Raleigh:  Holden 
and  Wilson,  Printers  to  the  State,  1859),  Document  Number  46,  5,  herein- 
after cited  as  Executive  and  Legislative  Documents,  1858-59. 

207John  B.  Jones,  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Currituck 
County,  1831-1833,  1840-1844;  member  of  the  State  Senate,  1854-1856; 
State  director  of  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake  Canal  Company,  1857-?. 
Connor,  Manual,  1913,  583-584;  Executive  and  Diplomatic  Documents, 
1858-59,  Document  Number  46,  5. 

208The  Rev.  Neill  McKay. 
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region,  if  we  are  able  to  retain  our  present  force,  say  125  all 
told,  clear  of  the  Fox  Island  30. 

I  need  two  more  stone  barges,  ($800.  each)  of  which  Mr 
Cassidey209  has  advised  you,  and  they  will  be  valuable  as  Freight 
Boats,  when  the  works  are  completed,  if  they  should  not  be 
needed  in  the  maintenance  of  them. 

I  have  advised  the  roofing  and  covering  of  the  Trent  River 
Viaduct,  as  low  outside,  as  the  undersides  of  the  Arches,  and 
have  furnished  sketches  of  the  Plan,  which  will  be  secure  against 
storms. 

I  have  also  examined  all  the  Bridges,  warehouses  &c.  on  the 
A.&N.C.R.R.210  and  have  given  instructions  for  strengthening, 
and  securing  them,  wherever  deficient — they  are  generally  good 
structures,  but  in  some  respects,  which  I  have  pointed  out,  are, 
incomplete.  The  condition  of  the  Road  north  of  the  Trent,  is 
good,  but  South  of  the  Trent,  more  work  is  required,  and  more 
force,  which,  I  have  indicated. 

The  shops,  rolling  stock  &c,  are  good,  and  in  excellent  order. 

The  management  of  the  Road  is  good,  and  so  far  as  Mr 
Whitford211  the  President  is  concerned  it  seems  to  be  fairly 
managed,  towards  all  interests. 

There  prevails  however,  an  evident  disposition  at  Newbern, 
to  manage  the  work  mainly  for  the  benefit  of  that  important 
town,  and  /  think,  some  of  the  Gentlemen  there,  are  providing 
themselves  &  friends  with  many  single  shares  of  stock,  with 
the  view,  (as  I  imagine)  of  outvoting  the  state,  (if  necessary) 
in  the  Stockholders  meetings.  But  she  cannot  be  deprived  of  her 
8  directors,  and  they  must  control  the  company  in  any  event. 

There  has  been  ill  feeling  upon  the  part  of  the  interests  South 
of  the  Trent,  and  a  jealousy  of  Newbern,  but  I  am  glad  to  per- 
ceive Mr  Whitford  is  endeavoring  to  allay  it. 

For  the  benefit  of  the  State,  in  conducting  the  products  of 
the  interior  to  her  best  harbor,  upon  the  most  economical  terms — 
the  North  Carolina  Road,  between  Goldsboro'  &  Raleigh,  inter- 
posing with  a  different  management,  is  a  serious  obstacle;  and 
in  my  judgment,  the  state  interests  require,  either  that  the 
Goldsboro  &  Raleigh  Road,  should  be  leased  to  the  A.&N.C.R.R. 
or  that  the  A.&N.C.R.R.  be  leased  to  the  North  Carolina  R.R. — 


209James  Cassidey. 

210Atlantic  and  North  Carolina  Railroad. 
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or  if  this  is  not  feasible — then  an  arrangement  ought  to  be  made, 
to  allow  the  A.&N.C.R.R.  to  run  their  trains  direct  to  Raleigh, 
and  compete  on  equal  terms,  at  that  point  with  the  Raleigh  & 
Gaston,  which,  however  it  may  be  owned,  is  necessarily  worked 
&  managed,  to  divert  trade  from  the  Ports  of  North  Carolina, 
to  those  of  Virginia. 

Cape  Fear  River  Works 
near  Averysborough 
Harnett  Co :  N.C. 
October  23rd  1859 


James  R.  Grady212  to  John  W.  Ellis, 


G.L.B. 


Harnett  County, 
Oct  29,  1859. 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  following  is  a  true  return  of  the 
votes  cast  at  our  election  held  at  the  several  precincts  of  Harnett 
Co.  on  Thursday  Oct.  27,  1859,  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  the 
County  seat  of  said  County. 

Lillington  (624)  six  hundred  and  twenty  four.  Toomer  one 
hundred  and  forty  (140) 

Precincts 


Averasboro 

Grove 

Niells  Creek 

Backhonne 

Upper  L.  River 

Stewart's  Creek 

Barbacue 

Total 


Lillington 

Toomc 

108 

3 

68 

175 

1 

83 

30 

54 

65 

18 

20 

118 

21 

624 


140 


624  —  140  =  484    Majority  for  Lillington 


212James  R.  Grady,  second  Sheriff  of  Harnett  County,  1859-1868.  Fowler, 
They  Passed  This  Way,  62. 
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Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W,  Ellis,  G.P. 

Cape  Fear  River  Works 
Steamer  Haughton 
Oct  29th  1859. 

I  have  the  honor  to  advise  you,  that  we  have  made  the  usual 
progress,  this  week,  not  having  lost  an  hour  of  working  time. 

The  carpentry  at  Haw  Ridge  &  Green  Rock,  is  nigh  com- 
pletion, tho'  a  large  portion  of  the  coming  month  will  be  needed 
for  finishing  them. 

We  ought  soon  to  turn  our  thoughts  towards  an  organization 
for  next  year — during  this  season,  circumstances  have  com- 
pelled us  to  pay  high  wages,  but  this,  (I  presume) ,  we  may  avoid 
in  the  year  to  come. 

I  shall  only  need  50  negroes  for  next  years  work,  a  portion 
carpenters  (say  1/3)  the  balance  laborers  (say  2/3)  and  some 
10  or  12  skilled  white  men,  and  two  black  smiths,  all  employed 
in  our  floating  force. 

With  these  working  during  the  whole  season,  I  can  accom- 
plish all,  we  have  ever  designed  to  do. 

Our  detached  forces  not  being  so  strictly  supervised,  I  find, 
in  every  case,  work  more  expensively  than  our  main  force, 
quartered  in  the  Boats. 

We  ought  then  at  the  hirings  Jany  1st,  to  be  prepared  to  hire 
for  the  year,  the  necessary  number  of  negroes. 

And,  I  think  we  have  demonstrated,  conclusively,  that  the 
Cape  Fear  River,  is  not  unhealthy ,  our  force  having  been  less 
sick,  than  the  people  on  the  banks,  &  we  have  lost  none,  but 
the  people  have. 

I  beg,  to  enclose  you  a  summary  of  my  Reports  to  Mr  Whit- 
ford213  on  the  Atlantic  and  N.C.  Railroad 

[Enclosure] 

Summary  of  Report  of  Ellwood  Morris,  C.E.  on  the 
Atlantic  &  North  Carolina  R.R. 

First,  I  recommend,  that  the  Trent  River  Viaduct,  be  roofed 
and  covered  only  down  to  underside  of  Arches,  thus  leaving  a 
large  segmental  space  open  to  vent  the  wind  in  storms.  I  also 
point  out  how  it  should  be  further  braced.  And  I  estimate  the 
whole  cost  of  this  at  $15,000, 


213John  D.  Whitford. 
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Then  I  proceed  to  recommend. 

1.  Neuse  River  viaduct,  to  be  more  securely  braced  laterally. 

2.  The  other  covered  Bridges,  to  be  better  secured  by  knee 
braces,  and  their  floors  in  some  cases  strengthened. 

3.  Wharves  &  Warehouses.  Newbern  wharf,  to  be  extended  to 
the  channel.  Carolina  City  Wharf,  to  be  repaired.  Morehead 
city  Wharf  (screw  piles)  to  be  thoroughly  braced  by  diagonal 
wrought  Iron  rods,  and  some  imperfections  in  the  ware- 
house remedied.  Carolina  City  warehouse  to  be  underpinned. 

4.  The  Roadway.  Is  in  fair  order  north  of  the  Trent,  but  not 
south  of  it.  The  Gravel  Train  force  should  be  strengthened, 
and  also  the  repair  force  South  of  the  Trent. 

5.  Workshops  at  Newbern.  Are  very  good,  but  a  new  carpenter, 
&  paint  shop,  is  needed.  All  work  for  the  road  ought  to  be 
done  in  the  Companys  shops  &  is  not  now. 

6.  Stations  &  Side  Tracks.  Are  in  general  sufficient.  Where  some 
tracks  now  in  progress,  or  contemplated,  are  completed, 
no  further  accomodations  should  be  added  until  the  business 
imperatively  requires  it. 

7.  Water  stoMons — Now  usually  filled  by  hand  pumping,  but 
small  steam  engines  to  pump,  &  saw  wood,  ought  gradually 
to  be  introduced. 

8.  Mile  Posts.  Are  required  on  the  road — size  prescribed,  and 
details  for  marking  &  setting  prescribed. 

9.  Rolling  Stock.  In  general  good  &  adequate  for  present  wants. 
The  Draw  &  Buffer  heads,  should  be  all  brot  to  same  height, 
and  a  fixed  size  of  wheel,  be  adopted  for  the  road. 

10.  New  Port  Viaduct,  needs  some  repairs,  which  have  been 
indicated. 

11.  Cattle  Guards  &  open  Culverts.  113  in  number,  need  some 
attention,  and  repairs,  &  strengthening  upon  a  uniform 
system. 

12.  Gauge  Rods  or  Bars.  The  track  on  some  of  the  Bridges  &c. 
requires  gauge  bars  crosswise  to  keep  it  from  spreading. 

13.  Cross  Ties.  In  future  purchases,  had  better  be  longer,  and 
more  numerously  placed  in  the  Track. 

14.  Approaches  to  water.  These  approaches  need  protection  in 
some  cases,  by  rip-raps,  of  loose  stone,  or  brick  rubbish. 
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15.  Embanktment  to  Wharf  at  Morehead.  needs  protection  on 
both  sides  by  a  low  dike  of  rubble  stone,  and  the  slopes 
should  be  trimmed  flat,  and  grassed. 

16.  Farm  &  Road,  Crossings.  About  150  in  number,  need  exam- 
ining and  securing  upon  a  systematic  plan. 

17.  The  Accessory  Works,  numbering  about  419.  need  examina- 
tion separately,  and  the  adoption  of  a  uniform  plan  in 
securing  the  defective  parts. 

18.  Terminal  Point  of  Road.  Is  really,  Beaufort  Harbor  and  not 
Morehead  City  (the  latter  being  near  a  mile  short  of  the 
end  of  the  road) ,  and  hence  in  all  schedules  &  official  papers, 
and  upon  the  Mile  Posts,  the  terminus  should  be  called  in 
accordance  with  the  fact,  Beaufort  Harbor. 

19.  Organization  &  Management  of  Road.  Is  safe  &  good,  and 
cannot,  at  present,  be  materially  economized,  nor  will  it 
require  enlargement,  except  considerable,  additional  busi- 
ness, offers. 

20.  Capacity  of  Equipment  for  business.  The  present  Equip- 
ment is  considered  capable  of  earning  $200,000.  gross  per 
annum,  and  with  moderate  additions  $250,000.  with  an 
expense  of  50  per  cent. 

Conclusion. 

As  a  whole,  the  Road  is  a  good  one,  and  creditable  to  all 
concerned — the  imperfections  indicated  being  chiefly  in  details. 

October 
1859 


Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Cape  Fear  River  Works 
Steamer  Haughton 
Green  Rock  Pool 
Novr  5th  1859 

I  have  the  honor  to  advise  you,  that  upon  the  1st  we  com- 
menced operations  at  Fox's  Island  Dam  no  10.  37  miles  north 
of  Fayetteville,  with  24  hands  (all  negroes) 

This  is  the  point  where  the  River  had  broken  around,  and 
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where  Col:  McNeill214  tryed  his  skill,  and  failed  to  stop  the 
breach. 

Parson  McKay215  &  others,  promptly  fulfilled  their  promises 
here,  and  sent  us  24  men  the  first  day. 

Yesterday  when  I  was  there  I  found  34  negroes  at  work,  this 
raises  our  present  working  force  to  about  160  hands,  of  all  hues 
&  classes. 

We  have  already  sunk  one  crib  in  the  Gap,  and  shall  soon  stop 
this  reported  formidable  breach,  which  is  regarded  by  us,  as  a 
comparatively  easy,  and  commonplace  affair. 

Owing  to  our  having  two  heavy  bills  to  pay  this  month 
($2000.)  one  of  them  say  $1000.  for  tools  &c.  furnished  in  our 
outfit,  and  to  our  having  done  a  large  amount  of  work  this 
month  past  (October)  and  to  a  heavy  stock  of  lumber,  stone  &c. 
on  hand — I  find  our  account  for  October  will  foot  up  about 
$12,000. 

I  will  list  this,  summarily,  &  accurately,  to  you  on  Monday 
next,  and  will  come  to  Raleigh,  by  stage  Tuesday  night,  and 
go  thence,  Thursday  or  Friday,  (with  your  Excellency's  per- 
mission,) to  Newbern  &  Beaufort,  by  request  of  Mr  Whitford.216 

Mr  London217  advises  me  he  will  be  in  Raleigh,  on  Wednesday 
afternoon. 

We  are  progressing  very  well  to-day,  and  will  take  every 
advantage  of  the  fine  weather.  At  Jones's  and  Red  Rock,  we 
are  doing  well. 


Thomas  Ruffin  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Alamance.  November  5th  1859. 

It  is  my  duty,  I  think,  to  resign  the  office  of  a  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  I  now  do  so. 

The  office  has  been  so  recently  accepted  by  me,  that  its  resigna- 
tion— especially  during  the  recess  of  the  General  Assembly — 
seems  to  require  a  word  of  explanation;  which,  I  trust,  you 
will  allow  me  to  offer. 

The  call  to  the  station  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature 
I  regarded  as  so  high  an  honour,  that,  with  my  habitual  deference 


214A.  S.  McNeill. 
215The  Rev.  Neill  McKay. 
216John  D.  Whitford. 
217Henry  A.  London. 
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for  that  Body  &  my  desire  to  serve  my  country,  when  I  could 
do  so  usefully,  I  could  not  then  decline  it.  But,  certainly,  I  under- 
took it  with  much  misgiving  as  to  my  capacity  to  perform  its 
duties  to  my  own  satisfaction  for  any  considerable  period.  You 
are  aware,  as  the  whole  Profession  must  know,  that  the  place 
is  one,  which  not  only  requires  learning  &  ability,  but  is  also 
full  of  labour,  to  which  health  of  body,  as  well  as  mind,  is  in- 
dispensable. At  my  age  that  was  hardly  to  be  expected,  &  the 
experience  of  the  year  evinces,  that  I  am  not  an  exception  to 
the  common  rule.  I  have  had  considerable  indisposition  during 
each  term  of  the  Court,  which  I  am  obliged  to  attribute  mainly, 
at  least  as  to  its  duration,  to  the  labours  belonging  to  the  office ; 
and  during  the  two  summer  terms  I  have  suffered  from  a  cough 
&  fever,  threatening  a  permanent  decline  &  materially  interfer- 
ing with  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties.  I  ought,  perhaps,  to 
have  laid  down  office  at  the  adjournment  of  the  Court  at  Mor- 
ganton;  and  I  would  have  done  it  had  I  not  thought  myself 
obliged,  under  the  hope  of  regaining  health,  to  serve  as  long  as 
I  could  without  improperly  restricting  your  Excellency  in  the 
period  you  might  wish  for  the  selection  of  a  Successor.  The 
interval  has  not  resulted  in  such  improvement  as  would  justify 
me  in  longer  deferring  my  resignation.  I  find,  I  have  taken  on 
me  too  much,  and  I  am  satisfied,  that  I  ought  now  to  resign. 
For  it  would  be  against  the  principle  of  my  whole  life,  to  hold 
office  without  a  moral  certainty  of  doing  its  duties  to  the  satis- 
faction of  intelligent  &  good  men,  so  as  to  reflect  back  on  the 
Country  some  portion,  at  least,  of  the  Honour  conferred  by  so 
high  a  publick  Trust.  I  cannot,  therefore,  anticipate  the  censure 
of  a  single  one  of  my  fellow  citizens  for  seeking,  in  such  a  condi- 
tion of  things,  to  be  discharged  from  service. 

I  must  add,  that  I  retire  both  with  regret  &  the  deepest 
sense  of  obligation  to  the  Legislature  &  the  People  of  the  State 
for  the  oft-repeated  proof  of  their  confidence,  &  with  an  earnest 
prayer  to  Almighty  God  for  Peace  and  Prosperity  in  all  our 
borders. — 

I  am  with  great  consideration,  your  Excellency's  most 
Obedient  Servant. 
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John  W.  Ellis  to  Thomas  Ruffln.  U-TR. 

Executive  Office 
Raleigh,  Nov.  6th  1859. 

Your  favor  of  yesterday,  resigning  the  office  of  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  is  just  at  hand,  and  before  placing  it  upon 
record  in  this  office,  or  making  any  manner  of  publication  thereof, 
you  will  allow  me,  most  respectfully,  to  beg  that  you  will  review 
your  decision  upon  the  subject. 

In  making  this  request,  I  know  well  that  I  but  utter  the 
sentiments  and  feelings  of  the  people  of  North  Carolina. 

Your  indisposition,  which  has  affected  the  public  with  a  com- 
mon sorrow,  as  is  hoped  and  believed  by  your  friends,  will 
prove  but  temporary.  And  you  may  be  assured  Sir,  that  the 
people  would  bear  with  patience,  any  temporary  absence  from 
your  post,  arising  from  such  a  cause.  You  have  now  served 
North  Carolina  long,  and  greatly  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
people,  and  I  have  every  confidence  that  I  am  not  going  too 
far  in  saying,  that  even  though  it  should  be  found  necessary, 
that  you  should  absent  yourself  during  the  entire  Winter  Term, 
it  would  give  no  discontent.  I  feel  sure  that  the  people  would 
prefer  this  course  to  your  resignation.  The  Spring  will  bring,  I 
fervently  hope,  a  return  of  your  good  health. 

I  should  scarcely  know  how,  at  this  time,  to  select  your 
seccessor  in  this  eminent  and  most  important  office.  The  Term 
of  the  Court  is  near  at  hand  and  the  Council  of  State  widely 
separated,  so  that  I  could  scarcely  hope  for  a  full  Council  at 
this  season  of  the  year,  within  the  time  now  remaining  before 
the  Court  will  meet.  The  selection  of  this  high  office  is  a  heavy 
responsibility  and  I  would  prefer,  individually,  as  I  doubt  not 
the  public  would,  that  it  should  devolve  upon  the  Legislature. 

It  is  true,  mine  would  be  but  a  temporary  appointment,  but 
the  force  of  custom,  which  is  strong,  would  bring  to  the  support 
of  the  appointee  more  than  his  legitimate  strength  before  the 
people.  For  this  reason,  I  deem  it  better,  consulting  alone  the 
public  welfare,  that  the  entire  matter  should  be  submitted  to 
the  Legislature — in  its  inception  and  conclusion. 

Hoping  to  receive  from  you  a  favourable  reply,  I  have  the 
honor  to  subscribe  myself,  Very  Respectfully  Your  obt.  Servt. 


316         N.  C.  Department  of  Archives  and  History 

William  B.  Rodman21*  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Washington  N.  Ca.  6  Nov  1859. 

Mr  John  W  James219  of  near  Leechville — requests  me  to  write 
to  you  as  Prest  of  Lit.  Board  that  he  wishes  to  cultivate  about 
25  acres  on  E  side  of  canal  to  Alligator  Lake  for  3  years  &  to 
have  liberty  to  purchase  afterwards  if  he  likes  it.  I  suppose  he 
would  be  willing  to  pay  a  small  rent  after  the  1st  year. 

A  W  Equals220  I  understand  made  a  crop  on  the  canal  this 
year — a  very  fine  one.  I  do  not  know  under  whose  authority,  I 
suppose  under  that  of  the  board.  The  land  is  good  but  the  best 
nearest  the  lake  is  not  sufficiently  drained. 

While  writing  you  at  the  request  of  Mr  James,  I  beg  leave  to 
remind  the  board  of  the  fact — that  one  half  the  land  on  the  E 
side  of  the  canal  belongs  to  the  heirs  of  J.  G.  Blount221  who  own 
alternate  sections  with  the  state — but  the  sections  have  never 
been  laid  off  or  divided. 

I  beg  leave  also  to  recall  to  the  knowledge  of  the  board  a 
letter  I  addressed  them  some  year  or  more  since,  in  which  I 
stated  respectfully — that  the  heirs  of  J.  G.  Blount  conveyed 
certain  large  bodies  of  land  to  the  board  on  the  condition  (not 
however  expressed  in  the  deed) — and  on  the  faith  that  the 
board  would  so  finish  the  two  canals  to  Pungo  &  Alligator  Lake 
as  to  drain  those  lakes  of  their  superfluous  water.  This  condi- 
tion has  never  been  substantially  complied  with.  I  urged  that 
the  board  should  comply  with  the  condition  or  else  re-convey 
the  lands.  And  I  now  respectfully  repeat  the  request.  In  my 
opinion  if  the  business  shall  be  intrusted  to  a  judicious  person 
or  shall  be  done  under  judicious  advice — the  canals  may  be  com- 
pleted and  the  land  sold  at  a  pecuniary  profit  to  the  board.  At 
present — if  no  more  is  to  be  done — the  money  spent  has  been 
thrown  away.  As  I  have  considerable  knowledge  of  that  country 
and  an  interest  in  the  lands  it  would  give  me  pleasure  to  give 


218William  B.  Rodman  (1817-1893),  graduate  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  1836;  admitted  to  the  bar,  1838;  planter;  member  of  the  Con- 
stitutional Convention,  1868;  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
North  Carolina,  1868-1878.  Ashe,  Biographical  History,  III,  344-355. 

219John  W.  James. 

220Unable  to  identify. 

221  John  G.  Blount  (1752-1833),  "said  to  have  been  the  largest  land-owner 
in  North  Carolina."  Member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Avery  County, 
1782-1786,  1788-1789,  1793,  member  of  the  State  Senate,  1794-1796.  Wheeler, 
Reminiscences,  lx;  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  494-495. 
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the  board  such  suggestions  as  to  the  improving  &  selling — or 
selling  alone — as  have  occurred  to  me,  in  case  the  board  should 
design  to  take  any  action  in  reference  to  the  lands. 


Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

[November  7,  1859] 

I  have  the  honor  to  advise  you  that  on  Saturday  we  sunk 
another  crib  in  the  Breach  at  Foxs  Island  and  shall  soon  have 
under  command,  that  supposed  formidable  place. 

Our  Accounts  for  October  1859,  Foot  up  as  follows : 

To  wit: 
Bills,  for  Lumber,  Timber,  Stone,  Iron,  Tools,  Machinery, 

supplies,  &  contingencies $7417.10 

Pay  Rolls,  for  labor  &  services  rendered $4258.01 

Total       $11675.11 
Advance  desired  this  mo :  say $1000. 


Amount  of  Draft  for  October  a/c $12675.11 


In  addition  to  this,  there  is  due  one  quarters  salary  to  the  Chief 
Eng:  ($1000.)  but  as  Mr  London222  has  in  his  hands  belonging 
to  the  Managers  $1500.  of  advance  money,  settled  in  a/c,  he  may 
elect  to  pay  me  out  of  that. 

We  have  raised  Jones  Dam  (18  ins)  and  are  now  at  work, 
raising  Red  Rock,  Haw  Ridge,  &  Green  Rock  Dams,  and  shall 
accomplish  all  these  if  the  weather  favors  us  only  this  week. 

With  these  Dams  raised,  we  have  5  feet  water,  at  once,  from 
Fayetteville  to  Sharpfields,  30  miles,  and  all  our  new  works  are 
planned  for  that  depth,  tho*  at  some  extra  cost. 

Your  Excellency,  cannot  fail  to  perceive,  the  vast  advantage 
in  transportation,  which  this  depth  of  5  feet,  will  give  over  the 
scant  3  feet,  we  found  in  this  navigation  when  we  took  it  in  hand. 

Steamer  Haughton 
Green  Rock  Pool 
Novr  7th  1859 


JHenry  A.  London. 
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Thomas  Ruffin  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Alamance  Novemr.  14th  1859. 

I  am  sure,  you  have  a  better  opinion  of  me  than  to  attribute 
to  any  want  of  respect  the  delay  to  acknowledge  your  letter  dated 
the  6th  instant.  Although  written  at  that  time,  it  only  reached 
me  today :  a  delay  not  less  vexatious  to  me  than  it  can  be  to  your- 
self. Under  these  circumstances  my  reply  ought  to  be  immediate. 

Your  good  opinion,  expressed  in  your  letter,  is  most  fully 
appreciated  by  me.  It  is,  indeed,  beyond  my  deserts;  and  if  any 
thing  could  overcome  my  convictions  of  duty  on  the  occasion,  I 
could  not  resist  your  request.  My  health  has  much  improved ;  and, 
if  I  were  sure  it  would  continue  even  its  present  state,  I  would 
certainly  have  felt  obliged  to  remain  in  service  until  the  meeting 
of  the  Legislature,  at  least.  But  it  is  very  unstable,  &  I  am 
quite  sure  its  restoration  depends  on  rest  &  freedom  from 
the  responsibilities  &  mental  labours  &  excitement  incident 
to  judicial  duties  in  the  Court  of  the  last  resort  &  consisting 
of  only  three  members.  I  ought  not  to  retain  the  office  upon  the 
expectation  of  an  absence  from  its  duties  by  reason  of  antici- 
pated defect  of  health;  and  it  is  so  probable  that  from  that 
cause  I  should  either  be  enforced  to  such  absence,  or  by  engaging 
in  my  proper  work  imperil  my  life,  that  I  am  constrained,  as 
a  matter  of  conscience;  to  repeat  to  you  my  wish  to  retire.  I 
cannot  undertake  what,  it  is  highly  probable,  I  may  not  be 
able  to  perform. 

Duncan  McDonald22*  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Edenton  17.  November  1859. 

I  am  in  want  of  25  commissions  for  this  County. 

For  the  purpose  of  giving  new  life  to  our  wretched  military 
sistem,  now  almost  entirely  neglected ;  the  importance  of  having 
a  well  drilled  militia,  since  the  outbrake  at  Harpers  Ferry  is 
very  essential,  and  I  am  endeavouring  to  have  the  Division  under 
my  command,  officered  and  organized,  to  meet  any  emergency 
that  may  occur. 


223Duncan  McDonald,  born  in  Pennsylvania,  Customs  Inspector  at  Eden- 
ton, Seventh  Census  of  the  United  States,  1850,  Chowan  County,  105. 
Major  General  of  the  First  Division  of  N.C.  Militia.  Information  from  the 
above  letter. 
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To  give  your  Excellency  some  idea  of  the  Division,  I  have  the 
honor  to  command,  there  is  no  Brigadier  General,  in  the  first 
Brigade  nor  an  officer,  in  either  of  the  Counties  of  Perquimmons 
Pasquotank,  Camden  or  Currituck,  principally  owing  to  the  Law 
of  the  Legislature,  saying  no  person  over  35  years  of  age,  should 
perform  military  duty. 

I  cannot  git  persons  to  take  commissions,  in  the  different 
companies,  to  command  so  small  number  of  men  in  our  small 
Counties. 

The  Harpers  Ferry  insurrection  is  of  considerable  benefit  to 
this  section  of  the  State,  all  persons  seem  very  anxious  now 
to  have  a  well  organized  militia  and  I  am  endeavouring  to  second 
their  wishes.  We  have  been  admonished  by  the  Farther  of  our 
Country,  to  prepare  for  War,  in  time  of  peace  and  wish  to  profit 
by  his  advice. 


Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Steamer  Haughton 
Green  Rock  Pool 
Novr  21.  1859. 

I  beg  to  advise  you  that  I  have  inspected  carefully  all  our 
works  in  this  vicinity,  and  find  them  under  good  progress. 

We  have  completed  the  raising  of  all  the  Dams  of  which  I 
lately  wrote,  and  are  now  working  Strongly  upon  Big  Island 
Lock  &  Dam,  (a  new  work  just  commenced  upon)  which  I  ad- 
vised you  we  were  about  to  begin  to  repair. 

Haw  Ridge  &  Green  Rock  Locks,  only  require  the  Gates  to  be 
finished  and  hung,  &  some  lining  &  other  finishing  work. 

Red  Rock  is  progressing  well,  and  appearances  indicate  that 
we  shall  be  able  to  open  the  River,  at  least  this  far  up,  by  the 
close  of  the  year. 

Then  by  our  process  of  temporarily  skipping  some  works  with 
slight  repairs  we  will  work  our  way  up  to  the  Coal  region  & 
enable  the  people  there  (I  hope)  to  ship  some  thousands  of 
tons  of  coal  in  1860. 

In  answer  to  a  letter  of  an  owner  of  Egypt,  I  have  informed 
him,  that  we  calculated  to  reach  that  property  with  a  repaired 
(but  not  completed)  navigation,  this  winter — and  advised  him 
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that  we  should  bring  5  Feet  water  with  us,  a  depth  adequate 
to  float  Barges  of  150  Tons  burden,  in  which  Coal  can  be  eco- 
nomically moved;  and  further  urged  on  him  the  importance  of 
shipping  at  least  10,000  Tons  of  coal  in  1860. 

Tonight,  I  go,  to  Fayetteville  &  Jones  Lock  and  at  the  close 
of  the  week  shall  visit,  Fox's  Island. 

While  at  the  latter  I  will  endeavour  to  quiet  the  people  about 
Damages.  I  hope  all  parties  requiring  Damages,  will  be  referred 
to  the  Legislature,  as  the  funds  at  your  command  will  never 
justify  any  payments,  on  that  account,  and  I  hope  no  such 
charges  will  be  entertained  by  the  Managers,  as  I  am  well  satis- 
fied that  if  the  River  Gentlemen,  once  get  started  on  the  quest 
of  Damages,  and  organize  a  plan  for  their  assessment  by  a  jury 
of  their  own  county,  they  will  speedily  absorb,  in  real  or  pre- 
tended damages,  the  whole,  of  your  small  fund. 

At  sight  of  your  Excellencys  Proclamation,  in  the  early  part 
of  this  month,  I  gave  directions,  for  its  strict  observance  upon 
this  work,  by  an  entire  cessation  of  labor — Thursday  will  there- 
fore be  a  holiday  with  all  our  men. 

I  have  already  advised  you  of  the  result  of  the  Arbitration 
on  the  Atlantic  Road,224  with  Washington  &  that  arrangements 
were  making  for  the  settlement  with  Morehead,  the  only  other 
contractor  not  settled  with  at  present. 

The  Directors  of  that  road,  seem  to  me  to  be  very  unnecessarily 
full  of  notions  &  crotchets,  all  indicating  ignorance  of  Railroad 
affairs. 

They  have  reduced  the  Roadway  force  so  low,  that  the  road 
is  going  down,  and  have  advertised  the  maintenance  of  the  Road, 
for  contract!  This  step,  if  taken,  will  only  result  in  a  fat  job 
for  some  favorite,  &  to  the  injury  of  the  work. 

The  President  seems  to  have  had  his  feelings  wounded,  & 
devotes  most  of  his  thoughts  to  his  vindication  &  justification, 
but  I  have  not  been  able  clearly  to  understand,  for  what,  or 
against  whom. 

What  the  road  needs,  more  than  any  other  thing,  is,  a  skilful 
superintendent  with  ample  powers  to  operate  the  road  for  the 
benefit  of  the  owners,  and  that  the  President  &  Managers  should 
confine  themselves  to  their  legitimate  duties,  &  not  interfere  in 
details,  which  they  neither  understand,  nor  ought  to  control. 


224Atlantic  and  North  Carolina  Railroad. 


A~?*—<&yi^ 
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Letter  showing  handwriting  and  signature  of  John  W.  Ellis.  From  the 
Department  of  Archives  and  History,  Raleigh. 
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Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Fayetteville  N.C. 
Novr  23.  1859. 

I  have  the  honor  to  advise  your  Excellency,  that  I  this  day 
inspected  Jones's  Lock — the  Great  bulk  of  the  work  at  that  place, 
is  done — we  have  a  pair  of  Gates  to  frame,  &  hang,  &  some 
finishing  work  yet  to  do. 

Still,  there  appears  to  be  a  reasonable  certainty,  that  this  im- 
portant work  will  be  passable  by  Christmas,  and  this  same  calcu- 
lation we  make  for  all  the  works  we  have  had  in  hand  this 
summer — So  that  although  we  only  got  under  way  on  Septr  1st, 
we  will  be  found  to  have  effected  a  good  deal. 

We  have  a  small  rise  in  the  River  to-day,  but  not  by  any  means 
a  serious  one. 

On  Monday,  or  earlier,  I  go  to  Foxs  Island,  &  will  advise  you 
of  our  progress  there. 

Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Steamer  Haughton 
Red  Rock  Pool 
Cape  Fear  River  Works 
Novr  26.  1859. 

I  regret  to  advise  your  Excellency,  that  upon  my  return  hither 
last  night,  a  breach  in  Red  Rock  Dam,  was  reported  to  me. 

To-day,  I  have  inspected  that  work,  and  it  appears,  that  the 
inconsiderable  Freshet  of  Wednesday  morning  (Novr  23.)  — 
reported  to  you  from  Fayetteville — had  no  sooner  crossed  the 
new  comb  of  Red  Rock  Dam,  than  it  broke  away,  at  a  point 
where  our  raise  upon  it  was  only  about  2  feet,  thus  proving  its 
inadequacy  under  any  circumstances  to  have  resisted,  the  winter 
waters,  of  this  River. 

This  is  the  same  ticklish  Dam,  upon  a  bad  foundation,  which 
gave  so  much  trouble,  to  the  old  company,  and  in  which  last 
year,  they  closed  a  heavy  breach,  just  to  the  westward,  of  the 
present  one. 
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The  Breach,  is  93  feet  wide,  at  present  water,  and  we  suppose, 
near  20  feet  deep — but  in  a  repair,  it  must  be  counted,  at  least, 
150  feet  wide. 

Our  new  work,  has  never  in  any  instance  given  the  least  indi- 
cations of  failure,  but  where  the  old  foundations  fail  beneath 
us,  (as  in  this  case)  of  course,  they  go  along. 

In  my  Report  to  your  Excellency  of  May  16.  1859,  you  may 
remember,  that  being  aware  of  the  delicacy  of  this  Dam,  (in 
particular)  I  assumed  no  responsibility  for  it,  in  my  Estimates : 
— and  this  unexpected  disaster,  though  happening  probably  at 
the  best  time  for  the  ultimate  interests  of  the  work,  involves  us 
now,  in  two  difficulties. 

1.  We  shall  be  unable  to  open  the  navigation  for  coal  and  other 
minerals,  from  the  Deep  River  country,  in  the  course  of  the 
present  winter,  as  otherwise  we  should  have  done. 

2.  To  repair  this  Dam,  thoroughly,  will  cost  about  $10,000.  or 
partially  say  $5000. — which  seems  will  only  be  at  our  com- 
mand in  case  we  can  save  them  from  the  upper  works. 

As  the  present  is  no  season  for  building  or  repairing  Dams,  we 
must  in  all  probability,  leave  this  work  until  May  next,  by  which 
time  we  shall  have  ascertained  what  means  (if  any)  we  can 
appropriate  to  it. 

As  this  Freshet  occured  before  day,  on  the  23rd,  we  lost  a 
few  sticks  of  loose  timber  (though  our  men  turned  out  promptly 
at  2%  a.m.)  but  these  losses  are  inconsiderable,  &  not  worth 
reporting  in  detail. 


Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

[November  26,  1859] 

I  beg  to  report,  that  the  effect  of  the  Breach  at  Red  Rock  upon 
the  navigation  in  Winter  Water  will  be  as  follows. 

Coming  from  below  Steamboats,  will  be  able  to  run  to  Averys- 
borough  at  nearly  all  times  using  the  Breach. 

From  above,  all  timber  &c,  can  go  down  whenever  the  water 
is  high  enough  to  enable  them  to  pass  safely  out  of  Haw  Ridge 
Lock. 

So  that  this  break  does  not  entirely  cut  off  navigation,  nor 
will  it  vary  our  plans  of  working  on  the  Locks. 
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If  we  had  the  means,  this  break  opens  a  fine  opportunity  of 
making  this  worst  Dam  at  Red  Rock,  the  best  on  the  navigation, 
&  fit  to  work  into  our  plans  for  permanent  work. 

For  the  deep  chasm*,  dug  below  the  old  Dam  by  the  water, 
and  in  which,  it  was  finally  engulfed — is  a  safe  position  for  a 
new  dam,  with  which  the  old  one  can  be  solidly  connected. 

I  would  undertake  without  hesitation,  to  make  this  Dam 
substantial,  in  every  sense — but  all  that  troubles  me  is  the 
apprehension  of  a  deficiency  of  means. 

However  as  I  wrote  your  Excellency  yesterday,  we  can  do 
nothing  effectual  there  before  May,  and  then  we  shall  know 
what  funds  we  can  spare. 

We  are  progressing  very  well  to-day  in  this  vicinity. 

Cape  Fear  River  Works 
Green  Rock  Pool 
Novr  26.  1859 


* 


Deepest  water,  is  28  feet,  below  surface,  of  Silver  Run  Pool. 


Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Steamer  Haughton 
Novr  26.  1859. 

Knowing  your  Excellencys  desire  to  visit  the  Cape  Fear  River 
Works,  I  beg  to  suggest  for  consideration,  that  if  convenient  to 
you  about  6th  to  10th  of  Deer,  at  our  usual  Pay  Day,  I  will 
charter  Mr  Barbee's225  coaches  for  a  trip  down  &  back — they 
will  carry  4  inside — Viz :  yourself,  Messrs  Bledsoe,226  Cassidey,227 
&  Nixon,228  and  me  outside  (myself) — if  you  will  have  the 
kindness  to  invite  the  Wilmington  commos:  at  the  time  you 
may  name. 

Mr  London229  will  also  then  be  going  down  in  his  own  carriage, 
and  all  of  your  Board  will  be  present. 


225Christopher  C.  Barbee,  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Cum- 
berland and  Harnett  counties,  1858.  Manual,  1913,  578. 

226Moses  A.  Bledsoe,  Member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  Wake 
County,  1856;  member  of  the  State  Senate,  1858,  1860.  Connor,  Manual, 
1913,  831. 

227James  Cassidey. 

228Nicholas  N.  Nixon. 

229Henry  A.  London. 
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We  should  leave  Raleigh  at  6  P.M.  reach  Stewarts  near  Averys- 
borough  at  1  to  2  a.m.  view  our  four  most  important  works  in 
Batteaus,  in  the  course  of  the  day,  and  returning  to  Raleigh, 
leave  Stewarts  (35  miles  from  Raleigh)  at  7%  p.m.  and  reach 
Raleigh  again  at  3  to  4  A.M. 

This  would  require  only  two  nights,  and  one  day  of  your 
time,  and  enable  you  to  visit  Red  Rock,  Haw  Ridge,  Green 
Rock,  &  Big  Island,  and  judge  for  yourselves  what  we  have  done. 

I  can  only  add,  that  I  shall  be  highly  gratified,  if  it  suits 
your  convenience  to  visit  us,  and  will  be  glad  to  receive  your 
orders  on  the  subject,  in  time  to  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments. 


Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Steamer  Haughton 
Green  Rock  Pool 
Novr  28.  1859. 

I  have  now  considered  the  question  of  hiring  force  for  the 
ensuing  years  operations,  and  I  think,  it  would  be  best  for  us 
to  employ  at  the  January  hirings  only  20  negro  laborers. 

This  will  give  us  the  necessary  nucleus  of  laboring  force  hired 
by  the  year. 

We  could  then  add  to  it  as  occasion  required,  or  opportunity 
offered,  by  hands  hired  by  the  day  or  month,  so  that  we  could 
discharge  them  at  any  convenient  time. 

To  hire  the  small  number  we  need  (as  a  permanent  force  for 
the  year)  only  20  men,  I  suppose  all  that  would  be  necessary, 
would  be  for  your  Excellency  to  give  instructions  to  Mr 
Cassidey230  &  Mr  London,231  to  hire  10  men  each  at  the  hirings 
in  their  neighborhoods. 

Above  all,  let  these  men  be,  young  &  able  bodied  negroes,  as 
some  of  those  we  now  have  are  too  old  &  feeble — a  class  which 
I  find  the  masters  are  uncommonly  fond  of  putting  off  on  us. 

The  hands  hired,  to  be  delivered  to  Mr  Cassidey  &  Mr  London, 
and  forwarded  by  them  to  me  upon  the  River. 


230James  Cassidey. 
231Henry  A.  London. 
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Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis,  G.P. 

Averysboro, 
Harnett  Co :  N.C. 
Novr  28.  1859. 

I  beg  to  submit  for  your  Excellencys  information  a  Copy,  of 
certain  questions  put  to  me  by  John  D.  Whitford  Esq,  Prest  of 
the  A.&N.C.R.R.  and  the  answers  thereto. 

While  on  this  subject,  I  may  observe,  that  from  the  oppor- 
tunities, I  have  had  of  judging,  it  seems  to  me,  that  on  all  the 
Railroads  of  North  Carolina,  the  Presidents,  with  one  exception 
(Hon:  Wm  S.  Ashe)  encroach  entirely  too  much  on  the  Super- 
intendents province,  and  that  all  your  roads  would  be  much 
better  managed,  and  be  more  productive,  if  the  real  management 
was  in  the  hands  of  skilful  &  experienced  Superintendents,  and 
of  Presidents  &  Directors,  who  would  be  content  to  confine 
themselves  within  the  scope  of  those  duties,  which  far  more 
extensive  experience  elsewhere,  has  long  ago,  prove  to  be  their 
only  legitimate  province. 

[Enclosure] 

Ellwood  Morris  to  John  D.  Whitford. 

Cape  Fear  &  Deep  River  Works 
Averysborough    Harnett  Co:  N.C. 
Novr  21st  1859. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  replies  to  your 
interogatories  of  Novr  17. 

Ques:  1.  Does  the  Atlantic  &  North  Carolina  Railroad  com- 
pare favorably,  or  not,  in  your  opinion,  in  its  con- 
struction &  cost  with  the  best  constructed  Railroads  in 
this  state,  &  is  it  a  first  class  Road. 

Ans:  1.  That  so  far  as  my  acquaintance  extends  to  the  Rail- 
roads of  North  Carolina  (and  I  have  been  upon  or 
along  them  all)  your  Railroad  undoubtedly  compares 
very  favorably  with  them  "in  its  construction  &  cost" 
and  certainly  ranks  in  the  first  class  in  this  state. 
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The  Location  presents  long  straight  lines,  and 
gentle  curves,  the  grades  are  easy,  (only  26  feet  to 
the  mile)  the  Bridges  &  Culverts,  have  substantial 
masonry,  &  superstructures,  the  track  is  of  heavy 
iron,  laid  with  wrought  iron  joint  chains,  upon  8 
inch  square  crossties,  at  27  inches  apart  centres,  the 
roadbed  possesses  the  important  advantage  of  being, 
entirely  destitute  of  trestle  work,  and  will  be  an  ex- 
cellent one,  so  soon  as  the  Earthworks,  become 
consolidated  by  time. 

Ques:  2.  Is  the  system  adopted  by  the  company  for  operating 
the  road  a  good  one,  &  is  the  road  as  economically 
operated  as  any  other  road  within  your  knowledge. 

Ans:  2.  I  am  not  sufficiently  familiar  with  the  system  of 
operating  Railroads  in  this  State,  or  with  yours,  to 
give  a  definitive  answer  to  this  question — Your  sys- 
tem appears  to  me  to  be  "safe  &  good,"  in  the  sense 
in  which  such  matters  are  regarded  here.  Nevertheless 
(in  my  judgment)  every  Railroad  should  have  a 
skilful  Superintendent  well  versed,  by  actual  exper- 
ience, in  the  details  of  operating  Railroads.  This 
officer  should  be  clothed  with  ample  powers,  for 
working  the  road,  and  be  held  responsible.  The  Pres- 
ident &  Directors,  ought  to  confine  themselves,  to 
the  control  of  the  finances  the  regulation  of  the 
charges,  and  the  direction  of  the  general  policy,  of 
the  company,  but  should  leave  to  a  Superintendent, 
trained  to  such  business,  the  control  &  management 
of  all  the  Employees,  &  of  every  operation  connected 
with  the  movement  of  Passengers,  &  Property,  and 
the  Maintenance  of  the  Road  &  Machinery. 

Ques:  3.  Is  the  Machine  shop  of  the  Company  well  arranged 
for  the  business  intended,  and  as  economically  con- 
structed as  the  interests  of  the  stockholders  would 
justify. 

Ans:  3.  The  shops  of  the  company  at  Newbern,  are  well 
arranged,  and  well  constructed — they  are  not  larger, 
nor  more  expensive,  than  the  wants  &  prospects  of 
the  road  require,  and  they  need  the  addition  of  a 
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Carpenter  &  Paint  shop,  at  a  cost  of  about  $5000.  to 
render  them  complete. 

The  necessity  of  good  &  extensive  shops  is  fully 
recognized  by  the  Railroads  of  this  state,  and  two 
of  them,  are  now  engaged,  at  a  large  expense  in 
providing  themselves  with  these  indispensable  works. 

Ques:  4.  Is  the  Machinery  on  the  Road  well  cared  for,  and  is 
it  equal  in  point  of  finish  to  the  machinery  of  the 
best  equipped  roads  in  the  country. 

Ans:  4.  That  the  Rolling  Stock  is  well  cared  for,  and  it  is 
equal  in  quality  throughout,  to  that  of  any  railroad 
in  North  Carolina.  It  is  now  new  but  as  time  advances 
and  it  becomes  augmented  in  quantity  your  Master 
Mechanic  will  find  ample  employment  in  maintaining 
it,  in  its  present  good  condition. 

Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P* 

Green  Rock  Pool 
Deer  1st  1859. 

I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  yr  favor  of  the  27.  Nov.  on  my 
return  from  Fox  Isd  Dam,  where  our  Supt  (Capt  Lilly232)  is 
doing  very  well,  with  an  exclusive  slave  force  of  30  men. 

40  Slaves — 20  laborers  &  20  rough  carpenters,  are  as  many 
as  I  think  we  ought  under  any  circumstances  to  hire  by  the  year 
— if  only  20  can  be  had  on  fair  terms,  let  them  be  laborers,  & 
young  &  able  bodied  hands. 

I  am  just  in  Rect  of  a  letter  from  Mr  London233 — he  says — 
he  will  be  in  Raleigh  Tuesday  afternoon  Deer  6th,  and  desires 
our  accounts  by  then, — I  will  try  and  meet  his  wishes,  if  pre- 
vented, he  had  better  tarry  a  day  in  Raleigh. 

*Red  Rock  would  be  a  suitable  job  for  a  first  rate  contractor 
like  Mr  Murdock,234  who  could  trust  to  the  generosity  of  the 
ensuing  legislature  for  compensation  in  whole  or  part. 
*To  make  this  a  permanent  work  will  cost  more,  than  I  lately 
named,  but  it  can  be  done,  beyond  doubt. 

It  will  give  me  pleasure  to  attend  any  of  the  commos  upon 
the  works. 


232John  Lilly. 
233Henry  A.  London. 
234Unable  to  identify. 
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Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Cape  Fear  River  Works 
Steamer  Haughton 
Green  Rock  Pool 
Deer  4th  1859. 

I  beg  to  advise  you,  I  am  in  Rect  of  a  letter  from  Mr  E.  F. 
Moore235  Agt  of  Maj :  Gilmore,236  relative  to  hiring  negroes  he 
says — "he  will  have  to  hire  on  the  1st  of  Jany  11  men  &  1  Boy 
and  prefers  hiring  them  all  to  one  person,  and  you  can  have 
them  at  the  rates,  that  other  men  of  the  same  "quality  hire  for." 

We  have  now  6  of  Major  Gilmore's  Boys  at  work  here  and  at 
Red  Rock. 

We  shall  be  a  little  delayed  this  mo :  in  our  a/c,  owing  to  the 
timber  contractors  running  in  (as  they  usually  do)  large  quan- 
tities of  timber  at  the  close,  or  on  the  last  day  of  the  month — 
the  measurement  &  calculation  of  which,  is  tedious,  and  takes 
up  considerable  time. 

It  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  go  North  about  Christmas, 
to  provide  for  the  next  years  subsistence  of  my  venerable 
mother  (whose  only  child  I  am)  &  to  do  some  business  of  my 
own.  I  will  return  early  in  January  &  be  ready  for  another  years 
campaign. 

I  hope  your  Excellency  will  favor  me  with  leave  of  absence — 
my  assistant  Capt  Jones,237  remaining  in  charge  here — and  he 
is  a  skilful  &  reliable  man  in  every  sense. 

P.S. 

Hiring  Negroes 

Your  Excellency  will  find  in  the  Reports  of  the  Atlantic  & 
North  Carolina  R.R.  that  on  the  1st  of  June  1859.  Road  Master 
Robinson  Reports,  the  details  of  the  work  &  the  cost  of  53  hands 
(slaves)  for  5  months  previous. 


235E.  F.  Moore,  President  of  The  Peoples  National  Bank  of  Fayetteville, 
chartered,  1887.  Oates,  The  Story  of  Fayetteville,  559. 

236Probably  John  T.  Gilmore,  Director  of  the  Bank  of  Fayetteville,  1849; 
member  of  the  State  Senate  from  Cumberland  County,  1858.  Connor, 
Manual,  1913,  578;  Oates,  The  Story  of  Fayetteville,  559. 

237N.  F.  Jones,  Assistant  Engineer  of  the  Cape  Fear  and  Deep  River 
Navigation  Company.  This  information  from  the  above  letter. 
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Total  no  of  days  worked 6104 

Time  lost  by  Sickness      306  days 

Rain  404     " 

Absence  5      " 


=  715  or  12  per  ct. 
Total  time  lost  &  worked 6819 

The  whole  cost  of  this  force  for  the  above  time  was  $6137.  or 
almost  exactly  $1.  per  day  of  the  time  actually  worked  or  $23.16 
per  month,  including  subsistence  and  all  expenses. 

I  suppose  to  secure  hands  for  the  River  we  will  have  to  insure 
them — if  so  our  expenses  will  be  say 

Insurance     —  $15. 

Subsistence    —  104.  For  one  hand 

Clothing       —  25.                     one  year 

Medecines       —  1  a  laborer 

145 

Annual,  Wages  say    200. 


Total  $345 

If  we  have  to  pay  $225  for  negroes,  the  results  would  be  about 
$370.  per  annum  or  near  $31  per  mo:,  or  40  per  cent  over  the 
prices  of  the  A.&N.C.R.R.  Taking  into  a/c  short  days,  holidays 
&c.  it  seems  to  me  that  the  utmost  price  we  ought  to  pay  for 
laborers,  should  not  exceed  $225,  and  rough  carpenters  $325 
per  annum. 
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Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

[December  6,  1859] 

I  beg  to  advise  your  Excellency,  that  our  accounts  due  for 
Novembers  work,  foot  up  as  below. 

Viz: 
$5457.76    Bills,  for  Lumber,  Timber,  Stone 

Supplies,  Iron,  &c. 
$5153.84    Pay  Rolls,  for  labor  &  services 


$10611.60 

1000.        Advance  desired  this  mo: 


Total   $11611.60    Amount  of  Draft,  for  November  1859 

Cape  Fear  River  Works 
Steamer  Haughton 
Green  Rock  Pool 
Deer  6.  1859 


John  W.  Ellis  to  James  Buchanan.  Penna. 

Executive  Department 
Raleigh  Dec.  8th  1859— 

By  request  of  the  Council  of  State,  I  herewith  transmit  to 
Your  Excellency,  a  copy  of  certain  resolutions  adopted  by  that 
Body  on  the  6th  inst. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion,  to  assure  your  Excellency  that 
I  concur  fully  in  the  sentiments  expressed  in  these  resolutions, 
as  in  my  opinion  do  the  people  of  this  State. 
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John  W.  Ellis  to  Matthias  E.  Manly.238  G.L.B. 

Executive  Department. 
Raleigh,  Dec.  8.  1859. 

By  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Council  of  State,  I  have  ap- 
pointed you  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  to  fill  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  resignation  of  Hon.  Thos.  Ruffin — a  Commission 
for  which  office  is  herewith  enclosed. 

I  will  be  happy  to  hear  of  your  acceptance  of  the  same. 

In  consequence  of  the  very  short  time  remaining  between 
this  and  the  Special  Term  of  Orange  Superior  Court,  which  you 
were  expected  to  hold,  it  is  not  possible  that  I  should  hear  from 
you  in  time  to  appoint  another  Judge  to  discharge  that  duty. 
I  sent,  therefore,  by  last  mail  a  Commission  to  Judge  Caldwell239 
to  hold  that  Court,  which  in  any  event  will  relieve  you  from  the 
necessity  of  attending  at  Hillsboro. 

You  will  observe  that,  by  a  recent  act  of  the  General  Assembly, 
the  December  Term  of  the  Supreme  Court  commences  earlier 
than  heretofore,  to  wit,  on  the  12th  inst. 

John  W.  Ellis  to  John  B.  Floyd.  NA-156. 

Executive  Department. 
Raleigh,  Dec.  10th  1859. 

The  Sense  of  insecurity  prevailing  among  the  people  of  this 
State,  renders  it  necessary  that  I  should  apply  to  you  for  arms 
to  place  in  the  hands  of  the  militia. 

I  wish  to  procure  from  the  Government,  two  thousand  long 
range  rifles  with  bayonets  attached,  for  the  use  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina. 

If  these  arms  cannot  be  furnished,  I  would  be  glad  to  have  an 
advance  made,  to  be  deducted  from  the  quotas  of  arms  that  will 
become  due  to  this  State  in  the  next  and  the  Succeeding  years. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you  at  your  earliest  convenience. 


238Matthis  E.  Manly  (1801-1881),  graduate  of  the  University  of  North 
Carolina,  1824;  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from  New  Bern,  1834- 
1836;  from  Craven  County,  1865;  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  1840-1859; 
Associate  Justice  of  the  North  Carolina  Supreme  Court,  1860-1865;  member 
of  the  State  Senate,  1868.  Grant,  Alumni  History  of  U.N.C.,  410;  Connor, 
Manual,  1913,  568,  572. 

239David  F.  Caldwell. 
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Matthias  E.  Manly  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Raleigh  Deer.  12th  1859. 

I  had  the  honour  to  receive  at  Newbern  on  the  9th  inst  your 
Excellencys  communication  of  the  previous  tendering  me  a  com- 
mission as  judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  North  Carolina 

Having  concluded  to  accept  this  commission  I  have  repaired 
without  delay  to  the  seat  of  government  where  I  am  ready  to 
take  the  oaths  of  qualification  and  enter  upon  the  duties  of  the 
office 

It  is  needless  for  me  I  trust  to  assure  your  Excellency  of  the 
profound  gratitude  with  which  I  have  received  this  renewed 
manifestation  of  confidence  and  goodwill  on  the  part  of  the  con- 
stituted authorities  of  the  state;  or  to  declare  my  purpose  to 
devote  such  abilities  as  I  possess  to  this  new  field  of  labour, 
earnestly  &  zealously,  as  the  most  suitable  expression  of  my 
sense  of  obligation 

I  also  resign,  of  course,  my  commission  to  hold  the  special 
term  of  the  inferior  court  for  Orange  county  and  herewith 
enclose  the  same 

I  am  with  the  highest  respect  your  Excellencys  obedient 
servant 

John  Kerr,  Jr.,  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Yanceyville  Dec  15th  1859. 

There  has  been  just  formed  in  this  County,  a  company  of 
Volonteers;  fifty  eight  in  number,  with  John  A  Graves240  Esq — 
at  their  head  as  Captain,  and  they  are  very  anxious  to  procure 
a  supply  of  Sharp's  Rifles,  if  they  can  be  obtained  by  the  State 
for  them.  Whether  we  are  entitled  to  such  fire  arms,  I  know  not, 
but  I  am  informed  that  a  company  in  Rowan  has  been  supplied 
with  them.  Our  Company  is  a  very  fine  one ;  and  I  can  but  wish 
them  success  in  this  application;  which  I  am  requested  to  make 
in  their  behalf.  I  therefore  very  respectfully  but  urgently  solicit 
for  them,  the  powerf ull  aid  of  your  influence,  personal  &  official 


240John  A.  Graves  (?-1863),  member  of  the  State  Senate  from  Caswell 
County,  1854;  Lieutenant  Colonel,  Forty-Seventh  Regiment,  North  Carolina 
Infantry.  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  545;  Clark,  North  Carolina  Regiments, 
III,  83. 
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which  I  venture  to  hope  will  not  be  withheld;  as  upon  their 
proper  equipment  will  greatly  depend  their  success  and  reputa- 
tion as  a  military  organization 

There  is  no  general  officer  in  the  Brigade  or  Division  the 
course  therefore  pointed  out  by  the  Revised  Code,  to  be  pursued 
in  order  to  obtain  arms  and  accoutrements  cannot  be  strictly 
complied  with  by  our  Company.  We  have  no  militia  officers  in 
this  county  in  commission.  What  shall  be  done  then?  Will  you 
be  kind  enough  to  advise  Captain  Graves  in  reference  to  this 
matter  ? 

Your  kind  attention  to  this  will  not  only  be  highly  appreciated 
by  Capt  Graves  and  his  Company- — but  will  be  the  source  of 
an  additional  obligation  of  friendship  on  the  part  of  Your  obt 
Servant. 


Joseph  B.  Todd2*1  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Boone  N.C. 
Dec  15th  1859. 

I  wish  you  if  it  is  consistent  with  the  public  service  to  send 
me  some  25  or  30  commissions  for  officers  of  the  militia  of  the 
95th  Regiment  of  N.  Carolina  as  I  have  none  and  but  very  few 
officers  commissioned.  The  times  look  a  little  squally  and  I  would 
like  to  have  my  Boys  in  good  trim  if  they  should  be  needed.  I 
would  like  to  hear  from  you  a  little  about  the  affairs  of  the 
militia.  We  have  very  near  quit  mustering  in  this  section  on 
account  of  what  is  called  the  35  year  act,  it  having  reduced  our 
Regiment  to  about  one  half  of  its  original  number 

Political  news  is  very  scarce  I  have  not  heard  any  complaint 
of  your  administration  so  far. 

We  are  all  well  &  I  hope  this  will  find  you  and  your  family 
enjoying  the  best  of  Health. 


241Joseph  B.  Todd,  Second  Sergeant,  Company  C,  First  Regiment,  North 
Carolina  Foot  Volunteers  in  the  War  with  Mexico,  1847-1848;  Colonel, 
Ninety-Fifth  Regiment,  North  Carolina  Militia.  This  information  from  the 
above  letter.  Jones,  Roster  of  North  Carolina  Troops  in  the  War  With 
Mexico,  15. 
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Ellwood  Morris  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Cape  Fear  River  Works 
near,  Averysborough  P.O. 
Deer  20.  1859. 

I  beg  to  advise  your  Excellency,  that  I  have  hired  13.  slaves 
of  E.  F.  Moore  Esqr,  of  Fayetteville,  Agt  of  Maj :  Gilmore,242  at 
$200.  each  for  11  laborers,  and  $275  each  for  2  Mechanics,  with 
the  right  to  any  higher  rate,  our  hirings  may  fix,  for  I860,  by 
the  year. 

Mr  Cassidey243  has  hired  6,  and  is  likely  to  engage  10  more. 
I  have  written  to  him  not  to  engage  over  16  at  Wilmington,  and 
to  Mr  London,244  not  to  hire  more  than  6  in  Chatham — for  these 
if  all  employed,  will  be  quite  enough,  for  our  yearly  force,  and 
I  do  not  want  to  be  overstocked  with  hands,  of  whom  we  cannot 
rid  ourselves,  at  will. 

I  have  intimated,  that  the  managers  would  be  willing  to  con- 
tract for  rebuilding  Red  Rock  Dam,  at  say  1/3  cash,  1/3  credit 
on  Tolls,  1/3  Bill  to  be  submitted  to  the  Legislature — but  have 
no  response  as  yet. 

A  contractor  like  Mr  Murdock,  who  understands  his  business 
and  is  willing  for  a  good  price,  to  do  this  work  for  1/3  cash, 
&  2/3  trust,  is  what  we  want,  &  to  such  an  extra  price  would 
be  good  policy.  I  expect  to  wait  upon  your  Excellency,  tomorrow, 
on  my  way  to  Philadelphia. 

Marcus  Erwin2^  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Asheville 
Dec  22d  1859. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  the  names  of  the  officers  &  privates  of  a 
volunteer  company  raised  in  this  town  this  week.  The  officers  as 
well  as  myself  were  not  informed  of  the  proper  official  method 


242Probably  John  T.  Gilmore. 

243James  Cassidey. 

244Henry  A.  London. 

^Marcus  Erwin,  (1828-1881),  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  from 
Buncombe  County,  1850,  1856;  member  of  the  State  Senate,  1860;  Major, 
Second  Battalion,  North  Carolina  Infantry.  Connor,  Manual,  1913,  517; 
Clark,  North  Carolina  Regiments,  IV,  245. 
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of  giving  you  the  notice  of  the  formation  of  the  company  so  as 
to  procure  the  necessary  arms  &  equipments.  If  there  is  any  pre- 
scribed form  let  me  know  at  once  &  it  will  be  complied  with  as 
we  are  anxious  to  get  under  way. 

The  military  spirit  is  fully  aroused  here  &  I  am  satisfied  that 
upon  any  collision  or  any  immediate  prospect  of  one  in  or  out  of 
congress  I  could  in  ten  days  raise  a  thousand  men  in  this  county. 
But  we  have  neither  arms  nor  munitions  of  war  to  protect  our- 
selves or  to  aid  our  friends  when  the  evil  day  comes.  Disunion 
is  a  thing  freely  talked  of  &  openly  advocated  by  many.  If 
Sherman246  or  any  man  of  similar  views  is  elected  Speaker  I 
think  myself  we  ought  to  break  up  the  Government  &  as  far  as 
my  influence  extends  it  shall  be  used  to  that  end.  We  have  ex- 
pelled two  suspicious  characters  from  the  place  this  week  & 
are  on  the  track  of  others.  We  have  a  vigilance  Committee  com- 
prised of  the  most  respectable  men  in  the  county  &  they  will  be 
active  prompt  &  fearless  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty.  You 
may  assure  our  friends  in  the  East  that  abolition  emissaries 
either  native  or  foreign  will  meet  with  as  little  favor  in  this 
region  as  they  would  in  the  household  of  Gov  Wise247  himself.  I 
think  an  extra  session  of  the  Legislature  would  be  of  service  just 
now — but  it  is  a  responsible  step  which  of  course  should  be  post- 
poned to  the  last  moment.  No  objection  of  consequence  would  be 
made  to  it  here  by  anybody  &  many  prominent  men  seem  to 
desire  it.  We  are  in  a  wofully  disorganized  &  unprepared  state 
here  as  well  as  elsewhere.  If  any  decisive  step  is  taken  in  congress 
then  of  course  I  suppose  you  would  assemble  the  Legislature. 
You  see  your  friend  John  Woodfin248  &  I  are  high  privates  in  the 
Buncombe  Rifles.  I  will  write  you  again  in  a  few  days.  In  the 
meantime  I  would  like  to  hear  from  you  the  public  sentiments  of 
the  middle  &  Eastern  parts  of  the  State. 


246John  Sherman,  (1823-1900),  member  of  the  U.S.  Congress  from  Ohio, 
1855-1861;  member  of  the  U.S.  Senate,  1861,  1877,  1881-1897.  Biographical 
Directory  of  Congress,  1,593. 

247Henry  A.  Wise. 

248John  W.  Woodfin,  from  Buncombe  County,  Major,  Nineteenth  Regiment, 
North  Carolina  Cavalry.  Clark,  North  Carolina  Regiments,  IV,  109-110. 
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Marcus  Erwin  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Asheville  N.C. 
Dec  23  1859. 

I  wrote  you  yesterday  enclosing  a  list  of  men  &  officers  in  a 
volunteer  company  at  this  place.  I  was  as  ignorant  of  the  Militia 
Laws  as  it  could  be  desired  to  be  &  being  in  the  country  at  Mc- 
Dowell's where  we  had  no  code  to  examine,  wrote  what  you  no 
doubt  will  consider  a  stupid  letter  in  regard  to  the  matter.  Last 
night  on  my  return  home  I  examined  the  code  &  the  Brigadier  & 
myself  have  concocted  the  necessary  certificates  etc  which  I  have 
enclosed  under  another  cover  to  you  by  this  mail  in  order  to  pro- 
cure the  arms.  McDowell249  tells  me  this  morning  you  had  as  well 
send  a  hundred  rifles  as  we  will  have  more  than  that  number 
enrolled  in  a  few  days.  Neither  he  nor  the  Brigadier  could  make 
exactly  the  certificate  required  by  law;  but  the  company  will  be 
uniformed  in  a  few  days.  I  thought  they  ought  to  state  the  fact 
as  it  is  &  you  could  decide  to  let  them  have  the  arms  or  not  as 
you  thought  best.  I  think  before  we  quit  it  we  will  have  a  good 
rifle  regiment  here. 

I  requested  Brigadier  Genl  Henry250  to  inform  you  of  the 
vacancy  in  the  office  of  Major  General  of  this  Division  of  militia 
which  he  has  done  by  this  mail.  Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to 
order  an  election  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible.  I  think  I  shall 
run  for  the  office  &  try  to  organise  the  militia  &  infuse  some 
degree  of  military  ardor  into  our  people.  Can  there  be  no  pro- 
vision of  any  sort  made  to  establish  a  depot  of  arms  &  ammuni- 
tion in  this  part  of  the  State.  From  Salisbury  to  the  westernmost 
limit  of  Cherokee  a  distance  of  more  than  two  hundred  &  fifty 
miles  we  have  no  means  of  protection  in  case  it  should  become 
necessary  to  use  such  means.  We  are  getting  ice  today  &  it  is 
too  cold  to  write. 


249William  W.  McDowell,  from  Buncombe  County,  Captain  of  Company  E, 
Bethel  Regiment,  North  Carolina  Infantry,  later  promoted  Major  of  the 
Sixtieth  Regiment.  Moore,  Roster  of  North  Carolina  Troops,  I,  419. 

^James  L.  Henry  (1838-1885),  from  Buncombe  County,  Lieutenant 
Colonel,  Fourteenth  Battalion,  North  Carolina  Cavalry.  Moore,  Roster  of 
North  Carolina  Troops,  IV,  450.  Judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  1868-1879. 
Connor,  Manual,  1913,  450. 
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John  W.  Ellis  to  John  B.  Floyd.  NA-156. 

Executive  Office 
Raleigh  Dec.  23d,  1859— 

I  addressed  to  your  Excellency  on  the  [10th]  inst,  a  communi- 
cation requesting  you  to  furnish  me  with  two  thousand  long 
range  rifles  for  the  use  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  to  which 
I  have  received  no  reply,  as  I  had  reason  to  expect. 

If  these  guns  cannot  be  furnished,  I  would  ask  that  you  may 
give  orders  to  the  Commander  at  the  U.S.  Arsenal  at  Fayette- 
ville251  to  alter  such  guns  as  we  have,  so  as  to  make  them  more 
useful. 

252 John  W.  Ellis  to  H.  W.  Abernethy.25* 

Executive  Office, 
Raleigh,  Dec.  23d,  1859. 

Your  favor  of  the  17th  instant  is  at  hand,  from  which  I  am 
pleased  to  learn  that  your  neighbors  have  resolved  upon  forming 
a  volunteer  company  for  the  defence  of  the  State. 

I  feel  obliged  to  every  gentleman,  as  I  doubt  not  the  public 
will,  who  interests  himself  in  organizing  military  companies  of 
this  character,  as  our  volunteer  corps  is  almost  the  only  species 
of  military  organization  now  existing  in  the  State.  The  militia 
system,  as  established  by  law,  has  become  completely  prostrated ; 
in  many  parts  of  the  State  there  are  neither  men  enrolled,  nor 
officers  to  whom  orders  can  be  issued,  nor  do  I  hope  to  be  able 
to  give  this  system  any  very  useful  vitality  until  additional 
legislation  can  be  had  upon  the  subject.  The  defects  of  the  law 
are  radical,  and  until  they  are  amended,  it  will  not  be  possible 
to  effect  a  complete  organization  of  our  military  forces. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  comply  with 


251The  U.S.  Arsenal  at  Fayetteville,  North  Carolina,  was  authorized  by 
the  Congress,  1836;  captured  by  North  Carolina,  April  22,  1861;  transferred 
to  the  Confederate  Government,  June  5,  1861;  destroyed  by  General  W.  T. 
Sherman,  March  11-14,  1865.  Major  James  A.  J.  Bradford  of  the  U.S.  Army 
was  in  charge  of  this  Arsenal  in  1859.  Oates,  The  Story  of  Fayetteville, 
279-280. 

252This  letter  is  taken  from  the  Semi-Weekly  Standard,  December  24,  1859. 

253Probably  W.  H.  Abernethy  of  Lincolnton,  North  Carolina.  Johnson 
Ante-Bellum  North  Carolina,  273. 
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your  request  to  be  furnished  with  the  modern  improved  rifle. 
There  is  not  one  gun  of  this  description  at  my  disposal.  Fifteen 
hundred  flint  and  steel  rifles  and  some  two  thousand  flint  and 
steel  muskets,  together  with  a  small  number  of  pistols  and 
cannon,  are  the  only  fire  arms  now  to  be  found  in  our  armories, 
and  these,  for  all  practical  purposes,  may  be  considered  as  almost 
useless.  With  such  weapons  our  troops  could  not  face  those 
armed  with  the  modern  rifle. 

In  consequence  of  this  deficiency,  and  the  large  demand  for 
arms  by  the  volunteer  companies  recently  formed,  all  of  whom 
desire  the  modern  rifle,  I  made  a  requisition  upon  the  Secretary 
of  War254  for  two  thousand  long  range  rifles.  I  have  not  yet  re- 
ceived from  him  a  reply  to  my  letter,  as  I  had  reason  to  expect, 
but  learn  through  one  of  our  Senators  that  the  Secretary  will 
not  furnish  us  with  these  arms. 

There  will  be  due  the  State,  early  in  the  coming  year,  four 
hundred  and  twenty  muskets  only.  If  I  receive  our  quota  in 
rifles,  as  I  expect  to  do,  we  would  not  get  more  than  two  hundred, 
the  rifles  being  more  costly  than  the  musket, — and  this  number 
would  not  furnish  more  than  one  fifth  part  of  our  volumteers 
who  are  now  without  arms  of  any  kind. 

This,  sir,  is  the  condition  of  the  State  with  reference  to  arms 
for  our  defence,  and  I  have  no  power  by  law  to  improve  it. 

I  would  suggest  that  all  volunteer  companies  accept  such  arms 
as  we  have,  as  they  would  answer  the  ordinary  purposes  of  drill. 


John  B.  Floyd  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

War  Department, 
December  24th,  1859. 

I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  23d.  instant  asking  for 
two  thousand  long-range  rifles  for  the  use  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  or  for  the  alteration  of  arms  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
State. 

In  reply,  I  beg  leave  to  say,  that  your  former  communication 
would  have  been  promptly  answered  but  for  the  fact  that  I  had, 
in  a  conversation  with  Senator  Clingman255  and  Mr.  Winslow,256 


254John  B.  Floyd. 
255Thomas  L.  Clingman. 
256Warren  Winslow. 
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explained  the  state  of  the  case  to  them,  supposing  that  they 
would  write  to  you  on  the  subject.  I  have  now  the  honor  to 
enclose,  for  your  information,  a  report  from  the  Chief  of 
Ordnance,  relative  to  the  matter;  and  will  add,  that  the  arms 
you  have  on  hand  will  be  altered  at  one  of  the  United  States 
Arsenals,  on  your  advising  this  Department  of  the  number  and 
the  character  of  the  alterations  desired. 

[Enclosure] 


Henry  K.  Craig257  to  John  B.  Floyd. 

Ordnance  Office 
Washington,  Deer.  13th.  1859. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  reference  to  this  Office,  for  report, 
of  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina,  desiring  to 
procure  from  the  United  States  Government  two  thousand  long 
range  rifles,  with  bayonets  attached,  for  the  use  of  that  State. 
On  this  application  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  State 
of  North  Carolina  has  been  supplied  with  her  entire  quota,  up 
to  the  end  of  this  year,  under  the  law  of  April  23rd  1808,  for 
arming  the  militia.  Consequently  any  issue,  that  may  now  be 
made,  will  be  in  advance  of  quotas,  which  may  become  due  in 
subsequent  years.  The  law  does  not  authorize  any  issue  in 
advance  of  quotas  due,  and  the  regulations,  established  under 
the  law  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  forbids  such 
issues. 

The  issue  of  arms,  as  desired  by  Governor  Ellis,  would  absorb 
the  entire  amount  of  the  quotas  to  become  due  to  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  under  the  existing  law,  for  the  next  six  years, 
and  would  preclude  the  fulfillment  of  requisitions  from  any  of 
the  Governors  during  that  period. 

The  letter  of  Governor  Ellis  is  returned  herewith. 


257Henry  K.  Craig. 
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John  T.  Harriss258  to  John  W.  Ellis.  G.P. 

Eden  Randolph  County  N  C 
December  the  30  day  1859. 

I  drop  you  a  Fiew  lines  concerning  Daniel  Worth259  he  has 
bin  circulating  a  seditious  Book  in  this  neighbourhood  by  the 
title  of  Helpers260  inpending  Crisis  one  Jacob  Briles261  senr  has 
one  and  also  one  Jacob  Briles  jur262  has  one  and  one  William 
Yates263  has  one  and  it  can  bea  proven  that  theay  got  them  of 
this  same  Daniel  Worth  and  it  is  Thought  by  some  of  our  best 
men  that  he  has  a  box  of  arms  deposited  at  Jacob  Briles  in  this 
county  Worth  has  made  Briles  his  home  when  in  this  Neighbor- 
hood and  at  some  time  not  long  since  there  was  a  Waggon  at 
Brileses  and  unloaded  a  large  long  Box  what  the  contents  was 
no  one  knows  the  report  is  that  it  was  guns  as  to  truth  of  the 
mater  I  cant  say  but  I  think  that  the  matter  should  be  looked 
into  in  the  investigation  of  Worths  Case  you  can  get  any  amount 
of  proof  against  him  by  sending  to  this  county  in  different  cases 
you  should  have  Dr  N.B.  Hill264  brought  before  you  of  this  county 


258John  T.  Harriss,  farm  laborer  in  the  Western  Division  of  Randolph 
County.  Eighth  Census  of  the  United  States,  1860,  Randolph  County,  183. 
It  might  be  interesting  to  note  that  Harriss  had  a  personal  estate  worth 
$500,  while  Briles  had  real  estate  valued  at  $2,500,  plus  a  personal  estate 
worth  $700.   (See  footnote  261,  below.) 

259Daniel  Worth  (1795-1862),  born  in  North  Carolina;  removed  to  Indiana, 
1822;  returned  to  North  Carolina  as  a  Wesleyan  Methodist  minister  and 
ardent  abolitionist,  1857;  tried  and  found  guilty  of  circulating  incendiary 
literature  in  the  form  of  Helper's  Impending  Crisis,  1860;  escaped  North 
while  an  appeal  to  the  North  Carolina  Supreme  Court,  which  upheld  the 
sentence  of  the  lower  court,  was  pending.  Noble  J.  Tolbert,  "Daniel  Worth: 
Tar  Heel  Abolitionist,"  The  North  Carolina  Historical  Review,  XXXIX 
(Summer,  1962),  284-304. 

260Hinton  Rowan  Helper,  The  Impending  Crisis  of  the  South:  How  to 
Meet  It  (New  York:  Burdick  Brothers,  1857). 

261Jacob  Briles,  Sr.,  farmer  in  the  Western  Division  of  Randolph  County. 
Eighth  Census  of  the  United  States,  1860,  Randolph  County,  175. 

262Jacob  Briles  (Jr.),  from  Randolph  County,  Private,  Company  A,  Eighth 
Battalion,  North  Carolina  Heavy  Artillery.  Moore,  Roster  of  North  Carolina 
Troops,  IV,  360. 

236William  B.  Yates,  from  Randolph  County,  Private,  Company  B,  Fifty- 
Second  Regiment,  North  Carolina  Infantry.  Moore,  Roster  of  North  Carolina 
Troops,  III,  477. 

264Nathan  B.  Hill,  assistant  teacher  at  New  Garden  Boarding  School, 
1837-1838,  principal  teacher,  1841-1842;  attended  a  course  of  medical  lec- 
tures in  Philadelphia,  1842-1843;  returned  to  North  Carolina  to  practice 
medicine  and  married  Eliza  L.  Mendenhall,  May  14,  1845;  removed  from 
this  State  to  the  West  shortly  before  1861.  Nathan  B.  Hill  to  the  Peck 
Family,  October  30,  1842,  Quaker  Room,  Guilford  Library,  Guilford  College, 
North  Carolina;  Dorothy  L.  Gilbert,  Guilford,  a  Quaker  College  (Greens- 
boro: Joseph  J.  Stone  and  Co.,  1937),  100. 
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he  has  letters  in  his  possession  sent  to  him  by  Worth  that  Hill 
says  that  if  the  People  knew  what  the  contents  was  that  Worth 
would  be  mobed  I  think  the  matter  in  this  county  should  be 
investigated  before  Worth  is  discharged 


North  Carolina  State  Library 
Raleigh 
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